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Latin America & the Caribbean 
 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note does not intend to be an analytical tool, but a 
summary paper of key facts and actions reported by sources. Activities carried in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. 
Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
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HIGHLIGHTS: 
   

 ARGENTINA:  Heavy rains displaced over 10,000 people due to floods. 
 BRAZIL:  Flooding from heavy rains has left more 15,400 people evacuated in Rio Grande do Sul.  
 URUGUAY: The rise in the Uruguay River’s level left more than 6,000 evacuated.  

  

FLOODS 

 
 

Argentina and Uruguay: About 8 people have died and 
over 15,000 have been evacuated after heavy rains 
caused flooding.  Image: Reliefweb ©. 
 

Heavy rains have affected several countries in South 

America. In Argentina over 10,000 were evacuated. 

In Brazil 11 people died and over 15,400 people in 

Rio Grande do Sul were evacuated. In Uruguay over 

6,000 people were evacuated in the northern and 

central area.  

ARGENTINA: Flooding from heavy rains has claimed 

the lives of 2 people and more than 10,000 people 

were evacuated. The provinces of Entre Rios, Chaco 

and Santa Fe are the most affected. (1) 

On 30 November, the Government declared a state 

of agricultural disaster in 14 provinces affected by 

several weather conditions, which include hail, cold, 

rain and drought.  The statement covers the areas 

of Mendoza and Salta (hail), Buenos Aires, 

Catamarca, Cordoba, Corrientes, La Pampa, Rio 

Negro, Santa Cruz and Santa Fe (drought), San 

Juan (rain), Santiago del Estero (drought and cold) 

and Chubut (cold). This measure provides 

assistance to people that have lost at least 50% of 

their production. (2) 

Source: United Nations Country Team in Argentina (1), 

Government of Argentina (2). 

 

BRAZIL: Heavy rains have hit the southern area of 

the country causing the death of 11 people. Some 

15,400 people were evacuated in Rio Grande do Sul. 

Damages to infrastructure and agriculture in 

Southern Brazil since November 13 are estimated at 

over US$ 2 million.  Some 60 towns are in state of 

emergency.  

Source: El Universo 



URUGUAY: A total of 6,011 (1) people have been 

evacuated as a result of the floods caused by the 

heavy rains affecting the central and northern area 

of Uruguay. The most affected department is Artigas 

with more than 2,000 (1) people affected.  The 

agriculture production has also been affected, in 

particular wheat, soybeans and rice, which were 

ready to be harvested. The impact has not yet been 

assessed. Public infrastructure has been damaged, 

including roads and bridges. Almost 40 schools are 

closed due to different damage, most of them with 

accessibility problems and some with serious 

structural problems. Several school buildings are 

being used as shelters.  

Humanitarian relief items such as tents and 

mattresses are being provided to the affected 

population. Efforts are underway to restore 

electricity to isolated populations. The Departmental 

Emergency Committee is coordinating the response 

activity with other institutions of the National 

Emergency System (SNE). At the moment, there is 

effective coordination of the SNE and the United 

Nations Emergency Technical Team (UNETT).  
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Source: Government of Uruguay (1), United Nations 

Country Team in Uruguay 

 

HURRICANE SEASON 2009 
The 30 November marked the end of the 2009 

hurricane season, the quietest season in recent 

history. The 2009 Atlantic hurricane season was 

below average in activity, with a total of nine named 

storms and three hurricanes. 

The combined effects of Hurricane Ida and a low 

pressure system of the Pacific Coast caused 

unprecedented amounts of rainfall in El Salvador 

and Nicaragua. The torrential downpour resulted in 

severe flooding and landslides in many parts of the 

country. In El Salvador nearly 75,000 people were 

affected and 198 died. In Nicaragua, over 19,800 

people were affected.   

Activity in the 2009 Pacific hurricane season was 

near average, with 20 storms and 8 hurricanes. 

Those that have the most impact were Hurricane 

Jimena, Andres and Rick.  Hurricane Jimena killed 3 

people in Mexico and caused severe damage to the 

agricultural sector, estimated at US$37.3 million. 

 

 
The reduced activity in the 2009 Atlantic hurricane season 
reflects the development of El Niño.  Image: National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ©. 
 

 

EL SALVADOR: On 23 November, the National Civil 

Protection System ended the first phase of the 

emergency, due to rains caused by low pressure and 

Hurricane Ida. According to the Foreign Ministry, the 

country has received a total of US$10.1 million in 

humanitarian assistance for the affected population.  

As reported the Civil Protection on 25 November, 

the death toll is 199 and 76 people are still missing.  

Source: OCHA 

NICARAGUA: Some 19,897 people were affected, of 

whom 11,064 are located in the Autonomous Region 

from the North Coast (RAAN) and 8,815 people in 

the Autonomous Region from the South Coast 

(RAAS). The Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) approved a US$60,000 

Cash Grant to assist the affected population.  
Sources: United Nations Country team in Nicaragua 
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FOOD INSECURITY 
GUATEMALA: The Government of Ecuador donated 

ten tons of food to be distributed in the Dry 

Corridor. The donation contains sugar, oil, noodles, 

oats, salt, therapeutic milk and food for young 

children.  The food crisis began in May, which is a 

seasonal food shortage period. During the first and 

second planting periods, field crops were damaged 

due to heavy rain in the south and lack of raining in 

the west and east. According to the National 

Secretary of Food Security and Nutrition (SESAN) 38 

communities are at very high risk and 651 

communities at high risk on the "dry corridor" in the 

border with Honduras and El Salvador (Baja 

Verapaz, Chiquimula, El Progreso, Jalapa, Jutiapa, 

Santa Rosa and Zacapa). 

Sources: Government of Ecuador 

 
DROUGHT 
ECUADOR:  After seven months of drought in the 

province of Carchi economic losses are estimated at 

US$1.7 million. According the provincial Ministry of 

Agriculture, Aquaculture, Livestock and Fisheries 

(MAGAP) 5,730 hectares have been damaged, 732 

have been destroyed and more than 1,750 farmers 

have been affected.   
Source: El Norte 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EPIDEMIC 
DENGUE OUTBREAK 

HONDURAS:  Health officials have reported 11,771 

confirmed cases of dengue all over the country, 

including 383 confirmed cases of hemorrhagic 

dengue and 9 deaths. According the head of the 

National Dengue Program, the figures have dropped 

by 30 percent in comparison with previous years.    
Source: El Heraldo 

 

PANDEMIC H1N1 (2009) 

LAC:  As of 22 November 2009, worldwide more 

than 207 countries and overseas territories or 

communities have reported laboratory confirmed 

cases of pandemic influenza H1N1 2009, including 

over 7,820 deaths.  

In Central and South America, most countries 

continue to report declining influenza activity, with 

the exception of Ecuador and Venezuela.  
Source: WHO 
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