
staffs are on alert and monitoring the situation 
closely. 31 cases of AWD have been reported 
from Oromiya and Somali regions from 9th to 
15th March 2009*. Drugs and supplies have 
been pre-positioned in high risk areas. 

Kenya: The food insecurity is deteriorating 
especially in five districts of the eastern province 
with more children reporting diarrhoea and 
respiratory tract infections. The cholera outbreak 
has spread to 16 districts in the Nyanza, 
western, Rift Valley, Eastern and the North-
eastern provinces. The total number of reported 
cases has risen to 997 with 29 deaths (CFR of 
3.48%)*. Health cluster partners including WHO 
and MSF are providing support in response. 

Madagascar: Complex humanitarian situation with 
drought in the South, effects of 2 cyclones and 
the political crisis. The new President not 
accepted by all parties and there are reports of 
counter demonstrations. The number of injured 
from the political crisis rose to 1,139 with 185 
deaths. Preventive health services have been 
disrupted.  

Niger: The numbers of meningitis cases continue to 
rise. Last week a total of 1,106 new cases with 
30 deaths have been reported. The cumulative 
number of cases is 4,548 and 169 deaths (CFR 
3.7%). The affected districts have increased 
from 16 to 19 out of which 11 districts in 
epidemic and 8 in alert*. CERF funding has been 
received to improve response to meningitis. 

Zimbabwe: As of March 23rd, the cumulative cases 
of cholera have reached 92,432 with 4,072 
deaths (CFR: 4%). Community deaths accounted 
for 61.2%*. A mission was planned last week in 
Harare and Chitungwiza to evaluate the 
outbreak and the response. 

Angola: The flooding affecting Southern and Central 
provinces is worsening with an estimated 160,000 
people affected with 19 recorded deaths. In 
Cunene, the worst affected province 52,646 
people are displaced with 24,000 people living in 
reception camps in Ongiva. A total of 421 cholera 
cases and 2 deaths (CFR is 0.48%) were 
reported*. WHO is monitoring both the flood and 
the cholera situations. 

CAR: Security situation in the North is still poor. 
There is a report of attack of the IMC office in 
Ngarba but no physical injury. Two suspected 
cases of yellow fever from Kabo and Haute Kotto. 
Investigation of circulating yellow fever virus 
launched in 4 districts*. 

Chad: The insecurity is heightened with renewal of 
attacks of the humanitarian compound by 
bandits. 21 suspected measles cases were 
reported in week 11*. Supplementary vaccination 
against measles and polio was conducted. 
Communicable diseases surveillance continued to 
be supported by the WHO.  

DRC: New attacks by FDLR since mid-march in North 
Kivu led to displacement of about 30,000. In 
Katanga, 134 new cholera cases with 1 death 
were reported bringing the cumulative cases to 
1,190 with 35 deaths (CFR 3%), while in South 
Kivu, 124 new cases were reported bringing the 
cumulative cases in that region to 2,227 and 17 
deaths (CFR 0.76%). An outbreak of diarrhoeal 
disease was reported from Kasai Occidental with 
231 cases, 15 deaths (CFR: 6.3%)*. Members of 
the health cluster are providing response. 

Ethiopia: Reports of significant increases in severe 
malnutrition in parts of Amhara and Tigray 
regions from NGOs suggesting a growing crisis in 
these chronically food insecure areas. WFP field 
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General Context 
The humanitarian concerns in the African region this week are due to ongoing flooding in the 
Southern Africa and outbreaks of diseases notably cholera and meningitis 

Countries Situations  

Burkina Faso: Meningitis. Last week 264 new cases 
and 39 deaths were reported bringing the 
cumulative total to 2,231 cases and 314 deaths 
(CFR 14%). A total of 4 districts have crossed the 
alert threshold.  

Guinea: The security situation remains calm but 
unpredictable. Progress recorded in the political 
front with elections proposed for November and 
December. Six new suspected cases of meningitis 
reported bring the cumulative cases to 69 with 8 
deaths (CFR 11.6%).  

Mozambique: The Cholera outbreak has affected 
10 out of 11 provinces. A total of 12,819 cases 
and 119 deaths (CFR: 0.9%) have been reported 

so far*. DFID has approved US$ 876,247 for 
response by health and Wash clusters. 

Namibia: State of emergency on the flood situation 
declared. 

Uganda: The military offensive against LRA is 
reported over and soldiers are returning. The 
cattle raids in Karamoja by armed groups 
continue and the security phase in the region 
has been raised to phase 3. The hepatitis E 
outbreak on Kitgum continues with 60 new cases 
reported bringing the cumulative to 9,831 cases 
and 155 deaths.  

Zambia: A total of 23 new cholera cases with 6 
deaths were reported from 2 districts.  

Niger: Meningitis outbreaks, districts in epidemics 
(red) and alert phase (yellow) 

Acute Crises 

Countries Under Surveillance  

For more information please contact: Dr Omar Khatib, Programme Manager, EHA/AFRO email: khatibo@afro.who.int  
Sources: *WHO (HAC/EHA country FP, WHO/AFRO), ** International Humanitarian press and other partners 

Previous Week 

Completenes s
%

1. A lge ria 12 3 2 5

2. Ango la 12 12 10 0

3. Burun di 12 6 5 0

4. CAR 12 9 7 5

5. Cha d 12 12 10 0

6. Con go 12 9 7 5
7. Cote d’Ivoire 12 8 6 7

8. DRC 12 12 10 0

9. Eritrea 12 5 4 2

10 . Eth iopia 12 12 10 0

11 . Guinea 12 12 10 0
12 . Ke nya 12 9 7 5

13 . Liberia 12 8 6 7

14 . M adag asc ar 12 10 8 3

15 . M oza mbiqu e 12 12 10 0

16 . Niger 12 11 9 2

17 . Uga nda 12 11 9 2
18 . Zimbab we 12 3 2 5
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