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Highlights:   
 VENEZUELA: At least 23,000 families remain in temporary shelters.  
 COLOMBIA: Up to 200 people may be buried in a mudslide in Medellin.  
 ECUADOR: Orange alert for Tungurahua Volcano, following an increase in activities over the weekend.  
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FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 
VENEZUELA: Authorities in Venezuela opened 571 

shelters throughout the eleven states that were 

declared under a State of Emergency. There are 

currently 23,000 families in shelters. The government 

purchased 600 family tents, of which 360 have 

already arrived. The rains have left a toll of 31 

deaths.  
Source: Government of Venezuela. 

COLOMBIA: Some 200 people may have been buried 

in a landslide that damaged 10 homes in Medellin, 

according to local rescuers in the area.   The Red 

Cross rescued three people (1).  The toll for the rainy 

season in Colombia stands at 167, and 1.5 million 

people affected. (2). 

Source: (1) Colombia Red Cross. (2) Department for Disaster 

Prevention and Relief of Colombia.  

COSTA RICA: At least 2,000 people are housed in 38 

shelters due to floods that affected the north and the 

Caribbean area of the country.   The National 

Emergency Commission declared a yellow alert for the 

Caribbean, north areas and part of the central valley.  

With this alert, the emergency operational structure 

will remain active in these areas to respond to the 

effects of the rain.  

Source: Government of Costa Rica. 

 

PANAMA: A total of 1,460 people have been affected 

and 250 homes damaged due to continuous rains in 

the province of Bocas del Toro (northern border with 

Costa Rica). In this province some 12,000 people 

were isolated by the flooding of the Sixaola River. In 

the province of Los Santos, more than 1,500 hectares 

of crops were flooded, mostly rice, sorghum, bananas 

and corn.  
Source: The Civil Protection National System of Panama. 

 

EPIDEMIC 
HAITI: The death toll from the cholera epidemic in 

Haiti has risen to 2,071. A total of 43,243 people have 

been hospitalized and there have been 91,770 

confirmed cases. The situation varies depending on 

the departments - Nippes has still not reported any 

deaths, while Artibonite, which has the epicenter of 

the epidemic, reported over 40,000 confirmed cases 

Heavy rain in Venezuela has left more than 23,000 families housed 
in shelters. El Universal©. 
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and 700 deaths. The United Nations believes that the 

cholera epidemic is not a short term crisis, and it 

urges the international community to provide the 

necessary resources to combat it. The World Health 

Organization stated that the cholera epidemic could 

reach 650,000 people in the next 6 months.  
Source: UN. 

 

 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: About 114 cases of cholera 

have been reported in the Dominican Republic, of 

which 20 cases have been confirmed.  
Source: Government of Dominican Republic. 

 
LAC - HIV: The spread of HIV in Latin America is 

slightly declining.  Some 1.4 million people in the 

region live with the HIV virus, which is down from 2 

million in 2008.  Latin America is in line with the 

global trend; new infections have declined by 19 

percent globally from 1999. The integration of health 

services has improved at the regional level, which 

means that all health services can address HIV issues, 

prevention, and detection, according to the Pan-

American Health Organization.  

Source: UNAIDS. 

 

 

 

VOLCANO 
ECUADOR TUNGURAHUA: Authorities in Ecuador 

lowered the alert for the Volcano to orange. On 4 

December, a red alert was decreed for all the areas 

near the Tungurahua volcano. The Tungurahua 

volcano is located about 135 km south of Quito and 

has been very active since 1999. Baños is the nearest 

town, with about 15,000 inhabitants. Last May, local 

authorities activated the orange alert after the 

reactivation of the Tungurahua volcano.  
Source: Government of Ecuador. 

In Artibonite, which has the epicenter of the epidemic, reported 
over 40,000 confirmed cases and 700 deaths. OPS©. 
http://new.paho.org/hq/images/Atlas_IHR/CholeraHispaniola/atlas.html 


