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SRI LANKA Situation Report: North–East Conflict, Floods and Landslides  
 

Date: 26 January 2007 Number: 14 

 
Country: Sri Lanka  

Prepared by: Dr. Hendrikus Raaijmakers, TO/EHA. Based on health needs assessments and 
WHO field missions to Mannar, Vavuniya and Batticaloa districts, UNHCR IDP 17/01 update, 
Security situation from UNDSS, reports from District Health Authorities and WHO 
coordinator in Jaffna field unit, UN agency & committee reports and  information from the 
Disaster Management Center, Colombo 

Please update daily information (only new developments from the last 24 hours) to send shalini@whosrilanka.org 
 
1. Key Issues  

Batticaloa District. Currently, the situation is 
volatile in the areas where fighting is taking 
place, especially in Batticaloa District where 
military operation by the security forces is 
ongoing in Vakarai.  A large number of IDPs, an 
estimated 7000-8000, have crossed from the 
LTTE controlled areas to the government 
controlled areas during the last days.  According 
to local authorities, the total IDP population in 
Batticaloa district is now 63,800.  There are 
currently 49 sites for IDP’s in Batticaloa, 
Emergency assistance to the new IDPs is 
ongoing.  A WHO team that has assessed the 
situation in Batticaloa reported no outbreak of 
communicable diseases but there are reported 
cases of viral hepatitis and chickenpox in some of 
the camps. 

Floods and landslides.  Due to heavy rain, six 
districts, namely, Kandy, Monaragala, Ampara, 
Badulla, Hambantota and Nuwara Eliya were 
severely affected by floods and landslides 
resulting in 87,032 displaced,12 deaths, 1,102 
destroyed houses and 2,358 damaged. People 
were asked to leave the landslide prone areas.  

IDP  Update.  The total number of IDPs due to the conflict in the North and East have decreased slightly totaling 204,301 
(UNHCR). 

CHAP Appeal 2007.  The Common Humanitarian Action Plan was launched in Geneva and in Colombo on 17 and 19 January 
respectively.  WHO coordinated the health component and appealed for US$1.06 million out of a total of US$2.7 million for the 
health sector.  

2. Summary of Security Situation  

The conflict situation continues in the North and East of Sri Lanka and has particularly intensified in Batticaloa 
district due to ongoing operations by government security forces. The intensity of small arms combat is on the 
rise in the districts of Batticaloa, Mannar, Ampara and Jaffna and Trincomalee.  

Bomb Blasts: In Ampara and Jaffna bomb blasts killed civilians and security forces personnel. 16 civilians in 
Jaffna were injured in the claymore mine blast 
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Artillery and Shelling:  Shelling continues in the districts of Jaffna, Killinochchi, Batticaloa, Trincomalee and 
Ampara districts; many killed and wounded but casualty figures for other districts are not available  

Small Arms Combating:  Ground operations continue in the Vakarai Division of the Batticaloa District. Casualty 
figures are not available. The LTTE attacked the Cargo ship ‘City of Liverpool’ transporting food items to Jaffna. Sri 
Lanka Navy forces with the help of air force repulsed the attack. 

  

3. Health Situation 

      3.1  Overall Health Situation 

 There is no acute shortage of drugs or vaccines in all areas. The delay in sending drugs through 
MOH networks to the LTTE controlled areas is a concern. Gaps in health service coverage in the 
LTTE controlled areas are considerable, mainly due to the severe shortage of skilled health 
personnel. This is also applicable for some government controlled areas as there is a chronic 
situation of under-staffing in the conflict areas. Government health services and NGOs conduct 
mobile health clinics in the conflict affected areas under the direction of respective Deputy 
Provincial Directors.  

 The health situation in the new IDP centers in Valchchenai, Chenkalady and Batticaloa town is 
satisfactory but needs further improvement. The routine reporting system is functioning. Cases of 
communicable diseases are being reported to the Epidemiology Unit by Medical Officers of Health 
after investigation by the Public Health Inspectors and are shared with the regional Epidemiologist 
in the District. The epidemiology disease surveillance system needs strengthening in Batticaloa. 

 

 3.2  Operational Coordination 

 Ministry of Disaster Management is responsible for the emergency operations in Government 
controlled areas. 

 Coordination meetings in Colombo and at district and divisional levels are taking place regularly 
with participation from Health Authorities, UN Agencies, and national and international NGOs. 

 Sri Lanka IASC and Security meetings are held on a regular basis. 

 The 4th meeting of the Consultative Committee on Humanitarian Assistance (CCHA) was held on 19 
January. The Consortium of Humanitarian Agencies (CHA) was requested to forward specific 
problems faced by national staff and local NGOs to Secretary, Ministry of Defense.   

  

3.3  Health Situation in affected districts 

The IDP situation remains dynamic in the conflict affected areas.   

 Curative care services in the affected districts are being provided by Government hospitals and 
mobile clinics supported by NGOs. In the general hospitals of the districts of Killinochchi, Mannar, 
Mullaithivu no specialists are available. In Vavunia there is no surgeon.  

 Preventive services along with MCH and Disease Control activities are being provided by the public 
health of respective areas.   

 Sufficient medical supplies are available in accessible areas. In other areas, no shortages are 
reported but there are long delays to get approval to send drugs to the conflict affected areas. This 
may cause shortages in the future.   
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 Vaccines are sufficient. Cold chain maintenance is satisfactory (use of generators during power 
cuts and solar refrigerators).  

 

Trincomalee District 

The total number of IDPs in the District is 5,535. The number is decreasing as some have returned to their 
communities.  In Trincomalee District there are 8 IDP sites in the town, 2 in Kinniya, 3 in Mutthur and 6 in 
Kanthale. IDPs in the LTTE controlled areas of Killinochchi, Mullaithivu, Mannar, Vavunia remain in sites. Many IDPs 
in Jaffna live with relatives and friends; others live in 27 different locations. Almost all IDPs of Vaharai area have 
moved to IDP centers in government controlled areas in Batticaloa district.  

Trincomalee Town 

The total number of IDPs is 1,389. There are eight IDP locations situated in schools. Schools are functioning; the 
IDP children also attend the school of their location. All IDPs are Tamil nationals. Mobile teams provide services. 
IDPs can access General Hospital for services.  

Kinniya Division (Trincomalee) 

Total number of IDPs is 793. In Kinniya there are two IDP centers located in two schools. Schools are functioning. 
The IDPs are all Tamil. There is a Public Health Midwife who provides preventive services including immunizations 
and Ante Natal Care.  Public health inspectors visit the camps but not on a regular basis. The Medical Officer of 
Health supervises the activities. The temporary hospital in Kinniya run by Italian Civil Protection continues to 
function until the new hospital is built. The new hospital is still under construction.  

Muttur Division (Trincomalee) 

The total number of IDPs is 225. Most of the people have returned except Tamil nationals who remain in one camp. 
There is a shortage of health personnel.  

 

Kanthale Division (Trincomalee) 

Total number of IDPs is 2,814. The number has decreased since many are going back to their native villages.  IDPs 
remain in six centers which are temples and community centers.  

 

Ampara District 

The total number of IDPs in the district is 2,308. In Kalmunai area of Ampara District, there are 20 families in two 
locations who are Tamil nationals. There are some people from Muttur who are living with friends and relatives.  
Health care services are accessible to all.  

 

Batticaloa District 

The total number of IDPs is 63,841 in 49 sites. All IDPs from the Vakarai area have arrived and are located in 
different locations in Batticaloa. Many camps are coming up. Health services are accessible to all. IDPs from the 
LTTE controlled areas are on the increase. The IDPs are located mainly in the Valachchenai, Chenkalady and 
Batticaloa town. The town centers cannot accommodate anymore. Many live with the friends and relatives. The 
Public Health staff is collecting information on them.   

Vakarai Division (Batticaloa) 

No more IDPs are in Vakarai since the recent take over of the area by security forces. All IDPs were sent to 
Batticaloa. 
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Jaffna District 

The total number of displaced in Jaffna is 43,147. Health services are provided by the Government assisted by the 
UN and other aid agencies. Many IDPs live with friends and relatives. There are 27 IDP locations in Jaffna of which 
two cannot be accessed. In these locations, 3776 people are living. 

 

4. Critical Constraints 

 Many IDP facilities in the LTTE controlled areas in Jaffna, Killinochchi, Mannar and Mullaithivu still cannot be 
reached on regular basis. 

 Flooding of the access roads restricts relief work activities. 

 The security situation is critical in Jaffna, Batticaloa and Trincomalee and is better in Ampara. The situation 
in other parts of the island remains tense. 

 Travel restrictions due to the security situation have hampered assessment activities as well as provision of 
assistance to IDPs.  

 Reaching hospitals during curfew time and transportation of emergency cases is a major problem 
contributing to maternal deaths (2 cases reported). 

 

 

5. Conclusions 

 Security situation remains critical and unpredictable.   

 Medical supplies including vaccines are adequate, but increasing shortages in non-accessible areas are a 
concern due to long delays in obtaining clearance. 

 Acute shortage of skilled health personnel remains an issue in LTTE and government controlled areas. 

 Healthcare service delivery is satisfactory in accessible areas and to some extent in other areas. 

 A large number of IDPs are still unreachable in LTTE controlled areas of Mannar, Vavunia Mullaithivu and 
Killinochchi. 

 

6.  Response of WHO Sri Lanka previous week 

 Conducted key informant interviews with health personnel and other sectors in Mannar, Vavunia and 
Batticaloa 

 Visited Hospitals and Preventive Care Institutions to assess the situation in the districts of Mannar, Vavunia 
and Batticaloa 

 Conducted assessment of IDP health and situation in Health Care institutions in the districts of Mannar, 
Vavunia and Batticaloa 

 IDP situation assessment done in the District of Batticaloa 

 Visited hospitals and other institutions for assessment in Batticaloa  

 Provided 3000 bednets (LLIN) and psychotropic drugs to Jaffna, LLIN to Trincomalee, Batticaloa and Mannar 

 Provided essential items requested by the Family Health Bureau of the MOH to IDPs affected by the landslide 
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7. Planned activities for next week 

 Conduct assessment of IDP sites in Batticaloa  

 Provide water purification and testing chemicals and equipment to affected areas (both landslide and conflict 
affected)   

 Chair the Health Coordination meeting with partners on 29 January 2007 

 Participate in the Health Coordination meeting in Batticaloa district 


