
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
Earlier and heavier rains than usual 
have led to the significant floods 
throughout the region, including in  
Angola, Malawi, Madagascar,  
Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. So far, the floods have  
affected more than 166, 649 people 
throughout the region, since mid  
December 2006, and resulted in  
more than 147 deaths. To date,  
approximately 96, 149 people have  
been affected in Mozambique,  
28,000 in Angola, 15,000 in Zimbabwe,  
and approximately 22,000 in Madagascar and 5,500 in Malawi. Information on the 
number of people affected in Zambia is still to be released. 
 
Of particular concern is the lower Zambezi River, which has since 4 February 2007,  
swelled to dangerously high levels from rains channelled from tributaries and areas in 
central Mozambique and neighbouring Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The high water 
levels have triggered a “red alert,” the highest risk level of the national flood early  
warning system, along a 800 km section of the river, threatening up to 285,000 people 
in 15 districts in Mozambique. As a result, the level of water in the Cahora Bassa dam 
in Tete Province has increased significantly since early February, forcing authorities to 
increase the discharge rate into the lower Zambezi River on a gradual basis. The  
discharged water is exacerbating flooding in the downstream Zambezi river basin to 
levels not seen since the catastrophic floods of 2001 and 2002. Even if the rain stops 
now, and discharges from the Cahora Bassa dam are decreased in the week ahead, 
the flood water will not recede for up to two to six weeks. 
 
The heavy rains and flooding have also exacerbated cholera levels throughout the  
region, in particular in Angola and Zambia, according to UNICEF and the International 
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) reports. The UN is  
working with the governments in the countries affected by floods to prevent further 
outbreaks. 
 
In contrast, some parts of the region continue to experience below normal to dry  
conditions, along with high temperatures. These conditions -- affecting central and 
southern Zimbabwe, southern Mozambique, north-eastern South Africa and extreme 
eastern Botswana -- have stressed crops in their reproductive stage and caused wilting. 
FAO GIEWS forecasts that dry conditions will continue in the second half of the season 
due to El-Nino, which will likely adversely affect the 2007 main season cereal harvest, 
in particular in the southern parts of Mozambique, Zambia, and Madagascar.

HIGHLIGHTS 
Angola:  Torrential rains and 
floods hit the capital of Luanda 
and surrounding areas on  
22 - 23 January 2007, killing  
114 people and displacing  
28,000. Extensive damage to public 
buildings and roads was reported. 
The government, supported by  
humanitarian agencies, is  
providing assistance to the  
affected families. Cholera  
increased during the period of 
flooding, with 5,956 cases and  
207 deaths reported between  
1 January 2007 and 9 February 
2007 by the Ministry of Health. 
The government with support 
from partners are undertaking 
cholera prevention and treatment  
programmes. 
 
Comoros:  Initial fears of a  
full-blown eruption of Mount  
Karthala in early January were 
quelled when tremors subsided 
towards the end of the month.  
No fatalities or injuries were  
reported. 
 
Mozambique:  The entire lower 
Zambezi has been in red alert 
phase since 4 February. Due to 
high rainfall throughout the  
region, the river and its tributaries 
have risen above alert level  
resulting in flooding downstream. 
The GoM reports that so far in the 
rainy season 96,146 people have 
been displaced and 29 people 
killed. The National Institute of 
Disaster Management (INGC) 
estimates that. 46,951 people are 
currently in accommodation  
centres. Extensive damage to 
houses, schools and public  
buildings have been reported.  
The INGC has effectively  
coordinated the initial response 
with support from in-country 
partners to evacuate those  
affected. 
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Lower-lying villages in Mozambique have been 
submerged at least 30 people have died.  
Francois Goemans, European Commission, 
BBC, In Pictures: Mozambique Floods, 2007. 
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COUNTRY COVERAGE 
ANGOLA:  Following torrential rains on 22-23 January 2007, the capital Luanda and 
surrounding areas were hit by flash floods, killing at least 114 people and displacing 
another 28,000. The torrential rain also damaged 38 bridges, and washed away  
numerous rural roads. According to government reports, the hardest hit areas were the 
suburban neighbourhoods of Cacuaco and Kilamba Kiaxi, and to a lesser extent Viana. 
Other parts of Angola, including Benguela, Huambo, Moxico and Malange Provinces, 
have also been affected by floods, although little information is available on the extent 
of the damage.  
 
In Luanda, the government, supported by humanitarian agencies, is providing  
assistance to the affected families. For this purpose, it made US$10 million available 
for the flood response. At least 12 temporary camps were established by the  
authorities. It is reported that a significant number of affected populations are  
sheltering with neighbours or in community buildings. Plans are being made to  
relocate those affected by floods to higher ground.   
 
The incidences of cholera spiked during the period of flooding, with 5,956 cases and 
207 cholera-related deaths reported between 1 January 2007 and 9 February 2007  
by the Ministry of Health. The government -- supported by UNICEF, WHO, Médecins du 
Monde, MSF, Oxfam and the Red Cross -- are undertaking cholera prevention and 
treatment programmes, including the provision of safe water, the re-establishment of 
Cholera Treatment Centers, awareness raising and clean-up operations. The Ministry of 
Health, supported by WHO, has also strengthened surveillance of the disease. 
 
COMOROS:  Initial fears of a full-blown eruption of Mount Karthala in early January 
were quelled when tremors subsided towards the end of the month. No fatalities or 
injuries were reported.  
 
MOZAMBIQUE:  The entire lower Zambezi has been in red alert phase (the highest) 
since 4 February. Due to the high level of rainfall throughout the region, the river and 
its tributaries have reached alert levels at all meter stations. Water authorities were 
forced to discharge water from the Cahora Bassa dam at a rate of around 8,400 m3/ 
second since 9 February. As a result, the Zambezi river level rose 50cm in Tete City and 
was by 11 February only 35cm below the maximum level reached in the 2001 floods. 
In addition, some locations in the North were also flooded, in particular in the Messalo 
and Montepuez river basins in Cabo Delgado province.   
 
As at 14 February, water authorities decreased the discharge rate to 5,500 m3/second 
due to reduced rainfall, allowing the water level to decrease in Tete City. Despite this, 
heavy inflows from Luia, Luenha, Revubue and Chire Rivers, which meet the Zambezi 
River further downstream, have kept the water level high in the lower Zambezi.  
 
The GoM reports that, as of 17 February, 96,146 people have been displaced and  
29 people killed due to the floods. An estimated 46,951 people are currently in  
accommodation centres. In addition, 4,677 houses, 111 schools, 4 health centres and 
15,000 hectares of crops have also been destroyed as a result of flooding.   
 
The National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) has effectively coordinated the 
initial response in the affected areas, and requested support from in-country partners. 
The Institute estimates that 285,000 people may potentially be affected by the  
developing flood emergency.  
 
The INGC has developed a US$20.2 million emergency plan. In accordance with the 
plan, IASC partners submitted a CERF proposal, incorporating needs identified by the 
government’s contingency plan, including food assistance, shelter, water and  
sanitation, logistics, health and education on 19 February 2007.  
 
The Cluster Approach was also activated as part of the Humanitarian Reform. Under 
this approach, humanitarian partners are coordinating with the respective leads as 
follows: Logistics (WFP), Food Security (WFP/FAO), Telecommunications (WFP), Water,  
Sanitation and Hygiene (UNICEF), Nutrition (UNICEF), Health (WHO), Education  
(Save the Children Alliance/ UNICEF), Protection (Save the Children Alliance/UNICEF), 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Madagascar:  Flooding in January 
displaced 22,000 people and  
destroyed up to 30 percent of  
agricultural fields in central, 
southeast and northwest  
Madagascar. In Nosi Varika,  
on the eastern coast, preliminary  
estimates indicate crop losses of as 
much as 70 percent. Food security 
is expected to deteriorate. The 
Bureau National de Gestion et de 
Response aux Catastrophes  
(BN GRC) is coordinating relief 
efforts nationwide and logistical 
support has been provided by the 
Malagasy army and civil  
protection corps.   
 
Malawi:  Floods on 17– 24 January 
destroyed 20 villages in Karonga 
district. Some 1,300 households 
reported crop loss. In early  
February 2007, another 500  
households in Machinga District 
and 7 households in Zomba  
Districts were affected by floods. 
The government is providing  
relief items and food. OCHA  
contributed US$ 50,000 from its 
emergency cash grants to assist 
the government in purchasing  
and distributing about 700  
emergency survival kits.  
 
Zambia:  Early and heavy rainfall 
since mid-December caused  
flooding in 21 of the country’s  
73 districts in central, eastern, 
northern, north-western and  
western provinces. Information on 
the number of people affected and 
the extent of the damage is still to 
be released. The government has 
assembled a technical team to  
conduct an assessment, which will 
be supported by a technical expert 
from OCHA ROSA. In the interim, 
the Government’s Disaster  
Management and Mitigation Unit 
(DMMU) and Zambian Red Cross 
is assisting affected families with 
food, water, chlorine and  
mosquito nets. The Zambian Red 
Cross has also provided tents, 
jerry cans and disinfectants to the 
affected families. 
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Shelter (IFRC/Mozambican Red Cross) and Early Recovery (UNDP).   
 
Partners remain vigilant and emergency preparedness and response plans are  
underway as meteorological forecasts indicate that tropical storm Favio may evolve 
into a cyclone that could hit southern Mozambique around the 21st of February 2007.  
More heavy rains are predicted from 21 - 28 February 2007. 
 
MADAGASCAR:  Flooding in January submerged large agricultural regions in  
central, southeast and northwest Madagascar. In the central Vakinankaratra region  
up to 30 percent of agricultural fields are under water. In Nosi Varika, on the eastern 
coast, preliminary estimates indicate crop losses of as much as 70 percent due to 
floods.  As a result, it is expected that, in parts of the country, an already precarious 
food security situation will further deteriorate. Damage to public infrastructure, such as 
schools, roads and bridges has also been reported. Based on available information, at 
least 22,000 people (17,000 alone were in Antananarivo) have been affected by  
flooding in the country.  
 
The Bureau National de Gestion et de Response aux Catastrophes (BN GRC) is  
coordinating the relief efforts nationwide. Tents, tarpaulin, water tanks, jerry cans,  
food and other relief items have been provided with support from UNICEF, WFP,  
WHO, UNFPA, Red Cross and NGOs. Rehabilitation efforts have started in the water  
and sanitation and education sectors. Logistical support has been provided by the  
Malagasy army and civil protection corps.   
 
Meanwhile inadequate rains in the southern province or Tulear continue to affect crop 
production, leaving approximately 465,000 people without adequate access to food. 
This prompted the Government of Madagascar to declare a state of emergency for this 
region. Affected populations will be in need of food assistance at least until March 
2007, the earliest potential date for the next harvest. 
 
MALAWI:  On 17 – 24 January flash floods in Malawi destroyed 20 villages in the 
northern Karonga district, rendering all villagers homeless. There are no reports of 
deaths or injuries; however there was extensive damage to houses, public buildings 
and roads. Some 1,300 households reported crop loss. In early February another  
500 households in Machinga District and seven households in Zomba Districts were 
affected by floods.  
 
The Malawian Government was quick to implement its national disaster and  
emergency preparedness and response plan, with officials from the district  
commissioner's office, and the government's Department of Disaster Preparedness 
assessing the damage and identifying necessary relief measures. The government has 
also made US$ 150,000 available for the relief operations, while development partners 
contributed with in-country resources. Relief items, such as food, water, shelter,  
medical items, purification tablets and mosquito nets have been provided. OCHA  
contributed US$ 50,000 from its emergency cash grants to assist the government  
in purchasing and distributing about 700 emergency survival kits. Damages to roads 
and bridges caused by heavy rains have reportedly compounded difficulties accessing 
affected populations.  
 
According to FAO, farming activities intensified as a result of government input and  
subsidy schemes. The area under maize is expected to increase this year by about 
110,000 to 1,624 030 hectares. As a result, demand for agricultural labour has  
increased, providing an important source of food and income to poor households.  
Should the rains continue as normal, a good crop is expected. 
 
ZAMBIA:  Early and heavy rainfall since mid-December caused flooding in 21 of  
the country’s 73 districts in central, eastern, northern, north western and western 
provinces. Information on the number of people affected and the extent of the damage 
is still to be released. The government has assembled a technical team to conduct an 
assessment, which was supported by a technical expert from OCHA ROSA. In the  
interim, the Government’s Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) is  
assisting affected families with food, water, chlorine and mosquito nets. The Zambian 
Red Cross has also provided tents, jerry cans and disinfectants to the affected families.   

HIGHLIGHTS  
 

Lesotho: Poorly distributed rain 
and high temperatures are  
putting pressure on crops  
especially in the districts of  
Mohale’s Hoek, Quthing and 
Mafeteng in the south of the 
country. A national campaign  
to treat all sheep against Sheep 
Scab, funded through FAO and 
with South African government 
support is expected to be  
completed by end February.   
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The outbreak of Contagious Bovine Pleuro-Pneumonia in Kazungula District (Southern 
Province) is reported to be under control, but continued surveillance and effective 
monitoring of cattle movement is required to help contain the outbreak. 
 
ZIMBABWE:  Despite rainfall in the north, no further flooding has been reported  
this month and the Zimbabwe National Water Authority (ZIMWA) has reported that 
readings along the major rivers in the area are currently low. However, backflow from 
the Cahora Bassa dam could cause flooding in Centenary and Guruve Districts in 
Mashonaland Central province, and the national Civil Protection Committee has put 
some district committees on high alert because of the strong rains received in those 
areas. International partners are part of the national Civil Protection Committee,  
ensuring a coordinated response when needed.  
 
Four cases of cholera have been confirmed in the Zimbabwean capital, Harare.  
The source of the waterborne disease is reported to have either been caused by a  
discharge in mid-January of untreated effluent into the reservoir that supplies the  
capital with drinking water or the failure of the parastatal, ZIMWA, to distribute water  
to communities, forcing them to seek unsafe alternatives. Many people are drawing 
water from shallow wells suspected of harbouring cholera bacteria. The Harare  
municipality has since organised water trucking in residential areas where cholera  
has been detected. Public health officers have been dispatched to the affected  
suburbs and disease prevention awareness campaigns have been launched. 
 
NAMIBIA:  Water levels along the Caprivi Strip in north eastern Namibia have risen 
to more than six meters raising concerns of heavy flooding. People residing in the  
largest town in the Caprivi district, Katima Mulilo have moved to higher ground in 
Schuckmannsburg. 
 
The government is preparing for an emergency by acquiring equipment such as small 
riverboats to evacuate people in case the situation worsens. A technical team was  
deployed to Katima Mulilo on 20 February and the Namibian Red Cross is on standby 
to assist where necessary. 
 
An outbreak of diarrhoeal disease was reported since November 2006. On 15 February 
the Ministry of Health confirmed that 286 cases of diarrhoea and seven deaths were 
due to gastro-enteritis/diarrhoea in Opuwo district on the Angolan border. A further  
55 cases were reported in Outapi district of the Omusatic region and one case in the 
Ohangwena Region. Laboratory tests confirmed that of the above cases, six were due 
to Vibrio cholera. 
 
A team of medical experts was dispatched to the area to assess the situation, while 
social mobilisation campaigns to educate communities were undertaken. Water  
purification tablets are being distributed in affected communities. On 5 February 2007, 
the Office of the Prime Minister approved 500,000 Namibian dollars for logistical  
support for the teams, including a helicopter so that remote settlements, such as 
Himba and Herero, could be assessed. According to the Namibian Health Ministry,  
the cholera situation is now under control, and fewer cases were reported this month. 
 
LESOTHO:  Normal rainfall is reported from the northern districts of Butha Buthe  
and Leribie. Poorly distributed rain and high temperatures are putting pressure on 
crops especially in the districts of Mohale’s Hoek, Quthing and Mafeteng in the south  
of the country. There have been no reports of Brown Locust since 19 December 2006. 
FAO has procured the appropriate pesticides in case of a recurrence of this pest in 
Quthing and Mohale’s Hoek, which would damage the emerging maize crop.   
 
A national campaign to treat all sheep against Sheep Scab, funded through FAO and 
with South African government support is expected to be completed by the end of  
February.  

HIGHLIGHTS  
 
For all the Latest Information on 
the Flood Situation across  
Southern Africa visit: 
WWW.SAHIMS.NET 
 

 
A man standing outside his house  
surrounded by flood water near Caia,  
northern Mozambique.  
Themba Hadebe, AP, February 2007. 
 
 
Latest Information 
 
- GIS Disaster Response Data:  
  Flooding in Mozambique and 
  Madagascar 
 
- ReliefWeb Flood Maps  
 
- OCHA Situation Reports  
 
- Mozambique Flood Planning,  
  February 2007 
   
- IFRC Mozambique Floods and  
  Cyclones DREF Bulletins 
 
- USAID FEWS-NET Africa  
  Weather Hazards Assessments 
 
- Related News Updates & Links  
   
Should you wish to submit any  
additional information  
(reports/maps/images) that you would 
like to share please contact:  
SAHIMS at secretariat@sahims.net or 
wilmari.p@sahims.net  
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Humanitarian Reform 
Workshop:  
Southern Africa  

The OCHA Regional Office  
for Southern Africa hosted a  
Regional Humanitarian Reform 
Workshop in Johannesburg  
from 18–19 January 2007, in  
collaboration with OCHA’s 
Humanitarian Reform Support 
Unit (HRSU) and the CERF  
Secretariat, based in Geneva  
and New York respectively. 
More than 40 participants  
from UN Agencies, NGOs  
and governments across the 
southern African region  
attended. 
 
The purpose of the meeting  
was to promote a better  
understanding of the  
humanitarian reform process 
and how to apply it to the  
southern Africa context. The 
workshop focused on the  
following issues:  
1) the cluster approach;  
2) humanitarian financing;  
3) strengthening of the  
Humanitarian Coordinator  
system, and  
4) partnership building.  

 
To obtain a full workshop 
report, please contact:   
Michelle Thulkanam  
Tel: +27 011 517 1635 or  
Email:  thulkanam@un.org 
 
IFRC: Global AIDS  
Alliance  
 
The International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) hosted a Global 
HIV and AIDS Alliance:  
Southern Africa Regional  
Programme meeting on  
1 February 2007 in  
Johannesburg, which was 
attended by NGOs, UN  
agencies, donors and embassy 
staff.  
 
The objective of the meeting  
was to agree upon the actions  
required to scale up an  
integrated approach towards 
reducing vulnerabilities related 
to HIV/AIDS. 
 
  
The IFRC action plan focuses on 
three programmatic outputs:  
1) preventing further infection; 
2) expanding care, treatment 

and support; and  
3) reducing stigma and  
discrimination.  
 
The plan also aims to strengthen 
the capacity of Red Cross/ 
Crescent national and regional 
structures to deliver improved 
programmes. The strategy is 
focused primarily on people 
living with HIV and their  
families, particularly women.  
 
For further information on the 
programme and/or how to get 
involved, visit:  
www.reliefweb.int/library/doc
uments/2006/IFRC/ifrc-gen-
03nov.pdf  
 
FAO Crop Prospects 
and Food Situation  
Report No.1  
 
A recent report published by 
FAO in February 2007 indicate 
that early prospects for the 2007 
cereal crops in Southern Africa 
are overall favourable but the 
outlook is uncertain in some 
countries.  
 
 

As the 2006/07 agricultural  
season in Southern Africa nears 
the mid-point, heavy rains were 
reported through much of the 
region in the third dekad of 
December and first two dekads 
of January, causing localized 
floods in Namibia, Botswana, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, 
Mozambique and Madagascar.  
 
Despite crop damage in some of 
the affected areas, the abundant 
precipitation of December and 
January improved overall  
growing conditions. However, 
the rains may have arrived too 
late to avoid reductions in  
plantings and yields in areas 
affected by erratic rains and dry 
spells, since the beginning of  
the season in late October,  
particularly in north western 
Angola, central and southern 
Mozambique, western Zambia 
and central parts of Zimbabwe.  
 
For further details on crop  
prospects and food security 
download the full report at:  
www.fao.org/docrep/009/j9247
e/j9247e00.htm  
 

  

 
 
 
 
Event:                      World Water Day  
Date:  22 March 2007 
More Info: www.worldwaterday.org/  
 
Event:                Living on the Margins - International Conference  
                               on Vulnerability, Social Exclusion and the State in  
                               the Informal Economy – USAID 
Date:  26-28 March 2007 
Venue:  Cape Town, South Africa 
Contact:                  Lulekwa Gqiba: Tel: +27(0) 21 959 3733 or  
                                Letitia Manter: +27(0) 21465 8751 or  
                                Email: info@livingonthemargins.org  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Event:  Training of Trainers Workshop for RHCS  
                                Consultants and Advisers in the Southern Cluster  
                                in Johannesburg 
Date:  19 February - 2 March 2007 
Venue:  UNFPA CST in Zimbabwe 
Contact:  Ntokozo Dlamini, UNFPA RDT Office, JHB, SA 
                                Tel: 27 11 517 1672 
 
Event:  HIV and AIDS in Southern Africa – Orientation for  
                                UN leadership from southern African  
                                (UN agency heads from Botswana, Lesotho,  
                                Namibia, Swaziland and South Africa) 
Date:  19 – 21 March 2007 
Venue:  Durban, South Africa 
Contact:  Tomas Lundstrom Tel:  27 11 517 1529 or 
                                Email: Lundstrom@unaids.org  

 

LATEST NEWS FROM IASC PARTNERS 

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 




