
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 

  

  Benin• Floods 
   Situation Report #11 
   26 November 2010 
 
 
This report was issued by UNOCHA Benin. It covers the period from 20  to 26  November. The next report will be 
issued on or around 2 December. 
 

 

 
The situation remains stable with some departments still experiencing water stagnation, although waters are 
receding in the majority of the affected departments. 
 
The humanitarian response is ongoing in several affected departments with aid distributions carried out by 
United Nations agencies in collaboration with implementing partners such as Caritas, CARE, Plan 
International and the national Red Cross. 
 
Monitoring activities continue, as the risk of waterborne diseases remains high while the water recedes. 
 
 

 
Early Recovery 
• CARE and Oxfam-Québec have finalized their respective recovery intervention strategies due to start in the 

coming days in the municipalities of So-Ava (Oxfam-Québec), and Adjohoun, Aguégués, Bonou, Dangbo, 
Ouinhi and Zagnanando (CARE). Key activities will include the provision of housing rehabilitation kits, 
reconstruction of community infrastructures, community sensitization for the relocation to flood-safe areas 
and advocacy for the use of adequate reconstruction techniques. In addition, a study will be initiated to 
elaborate mid- and long-term measures for improved land use and building techniques. 

• The post-disaster needs assessment (PDNA) sectoral groups have started to collect information and 
conduct relevant assessments in the following focus areas: agriculture and food security, rehabilitation of non-
agricultural livelihoods, urbanism and spatial planning, basic social services, disaster risk reduction and 
sustainable environment, and macroeconomic effects. 

 
Education 
• The results of the assessment mission organized by the cluster show that a total of 455 schools have 

reported damages caused by floods. Damages are extensive in the Departments of Mono/Couffo and 
Ouéme/ Plateau, where 145 and 120 schools respectively have been severely affected by heavy rains. The 
floods affected 7.3% of schools in Benin, accounting for 104,415 students at pre-school, primary and 
secondary schools.  

• In the coming week, the Education Cluster will be working to share specific results of this assessment with 
other clusters that will support the repair of schools (Early Recovery), the rehabilitation of water points and 
latrines (Wash), the launching of school canteens (Food Security) and the placement of medical kits and 
pharmaceutical boxes in schools (Health). 

 
Food Security 
• Since the start of the operations, the cluster reports have distributed more than 673 tons of food for almost 

59,000 affected people in the Departments of Alibori, Atacora, Atlantique, Mono/Couffo and Ouémé. 
• Food distributions carried out by CARE are ongoing this week in the Municipality of Adjohoun for 

approximately 12,500 people.  
• Food stock that have been used for the general food distributions are being replenished with new 

purchases.  
• The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has finalized project formulation for the relaunching of 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Food distributions are ongoing this week in the municipality of Adjohoun for 12,500 people. 
• The Health Cluster is assessing several departments perceived to be at high risk of waterborne diseases. 
• The Logistics Cluster is assessing road access in the North of Benin. 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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productive activities of affected farmers in the 13 most affected municipalities. The technical specifications 
of seeds and fertilizers have been defined in close consultation with the Ministry of Agriculture and technical 
divisions, and a call for tender will be launched shortly. 

 
Health 
• From 23 to 25 November, an assessment mission comprising of two teams took place in the municipalities 

of Adjouhun, Bonou, Dangbo and Seme Kpodji, (Department of Ouémé), of Aguégué (Department of 
Atlantique), of Cove, Ouinhi, Zagnanando and Zogbodomey (Department of Zou) and of Athiemé, 
Djakotomey, Grand Popo and Lokossa (Department of Mono/Couffo). The mission visited communes 
deemed at risk of waterborne diseases, with special attention to diseases such as malaria, diarrhoea, 
respiratory diseases, cholera and others related to pregnant women, among other objectives. The teams will 
deliver available medicines and kits provided by partners. 

• The cluster reported that out of the 20,000 medicines ordered at the Government chemist CAMEE, only 
3,000 are available and were delivered this week. The deficit will be ordered from medical supplier 
MEDEOR.   

• The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) delivered anti malaria treatments to Caritas for distribution in 
the health centers of Karimama, Malanville, Ouinhi, Tchaurou and Zagnanando, enough to cover the needs 
of 834 adults or 3,334 children. 

• Reproductive health kits for 150,000 beneficiaries have been delivered to UNFPA for distribution in the 
hospitals of Karimama, Malanville (Department Alibori) and of Aplahoué, Djakotomé and Dogbo 
(Department of Couffo).  

• Caritas is continuing the distribution of reproductive health kits in the Departments of Alibori, Borgou, 
Mono/Couffo and Ouémé.  

• The NGO Humedica is currently providing medical assistance in the area of Akpadanou (Department 
Ouémé) and of Za Kpota (Department of Zou). A new team comprising of two doctors have arrived to 
replace the ongoing team. 

 
Nutrition 
• The cluster launched the training for health workers in the Municipalities of Karimama and Malanville in the 

North of the country as well as the activities to enhance the capacities of health staff to treat and prevent 
malnutrition in the Department of Ouémé.  

• The distribution plan for assistance in the municipalities of Adjohoun, Aguegue, Bonou, Cobly, Dangbo, 
Karimama, Malanville, Porto Novo and Seme Kpodji is being finalized. 

 
Logistics 
• The cluster is currently assessing the areas of Karimama and Malanville in the North of the country to 

assess the road access.  
 
Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 
• Joint UNHCR/RedCross assessment missions are taking place in the Departments of Mono/Couffo to 

assess the needs of the population in terms of shelter. The mission in the North of Benin is still ongoing to 
install 977 tents in Malanville and Karimama to cover the needs of 4,885 people. The mission is working 
with WFP on logistics issues along the river Niger. Some 38 tents will be also installed in Tchaourou.  

• CARE is currently distributing NFI (mats and mosquito nets) in Aguégués, Zangnanado, Adjohoun, Bonou, 
Dangbo and Ouinhi. 

 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
• The cluster reports that so far 120,000 water purification tablets (Aquatab) are being distributed to the 

affected populations in the municipalities of Ouinhi, Kpokissa and Zagnanando. The construction of latrines 
and showers is continuing on the sites.  

 

The strengthening of clusters coordination is continuing, with links being reinforced particularly between Early 
Recovery, Health, Shelter and WASH Clusters. The main point of discussions has been on the links between 
the transition from relief to recovery. Clusters have been particularly careful to ensure adequate preparedness 
for eventual transition. 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 
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• On 18 November, the European Commission donated 1,550,000 euros to assist the population affected by 
floods. This donation will be used for the improvement of the living conditions of those who have lost their 
homes, for food distributions, as well as for the provision of potable water, other non food items, and financial 
support (cash for work). 
• The revision of the Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan (EHAP) projects also began this week with Cluster 
focal points. 
 
For all financial contributions received so far, please refer to:  
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/fts.nsf/doc105?OpenForm&rc=1&cc=ben  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 
Cotonou: Nardos Békélé-Thomas, UN Resident Coordinator in Benin 
nardos.bekele_thomas@one.un.org, +229 21 31 3045/46 /79 
 
OCHA Cotonou: Lily Adhiambo, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
adhiambo@un.org, +229 66 55 6291 
 
OCHA Cotonou: Stefania Trassari, Public Information Officer 
trassari@un.org, +229 66 55 6281 
 
OCHA Dakar: Noel Tsekouras, Deputy Head of West Africa Regional Office  
tsekouras@un.org, +221 33 869 8535 ; +221 77 450 2132  
 
OCHA New York: Anne-France White, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
white5@un.org +1 212 963 1172 
 
For more information on Benin emergency, please visit www.reliefweb.int 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


