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The latest governmental figures report that 680,000 people and 55 municipalities out of 77 in the country have 
been affected by floods since the start of heavy rains in August. The flooding has caused at least 46 deaths, 
1,000 injuries and left more than 150,000 people homeless.  
 
According to field reports, sporadic rains continue mostly in the north, but waters are gradually receding in 
many parts of the country. In some departments water stagnation continues. 
 
Humanitarian organizations, including United Nations agencies and NGOs, are working to provide assistance 
to those in need, especially in the area of food, health, shelters, and water and sanitation. 
 
Health could become a major concern in the worst affected areas, as the recession of water in the next few 
weeks could increase the number of cholera and malaria cases.  
 
Serious humanitarian consequences will be registered particularly in the agricultural sector as the planting 
season, due to start in November, will be severely affected by the unexpectedly high rainfall. In addition floods 
have caused the massive loss of production capacities and assets. 
 

 
Early Recovery 
• The cluster is working closely with the Ministry of Interior, clusters and humanitarian actors on the ground to 

collect additional data, which is essential to provide more detailed information on early recovery needs. 
• The scope and details for the carrying out of a Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) are currently under 

discussion. The European Union, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank are involved in the process. 

 
Education 
• According to the Ministry of Education, as of 27 October, at least 425 public schools have been damaged, 

including at least 179 schools which are still flooded. Damages are particularly serious in the Departments 
of Atlantique Littoral (71 schools damaged), Borgou-Alibori (37 schools damaged, including 35 flooded), 
Mono-Couffo (140 schools flooded), and Oueme-Plateau (152 schools damaged). In Zagnanado 
municipality (Zou-Collines Department), schools are still not accessible because of water stagnation.  

• More than 91,000 pupils are currently affected as floods have damaged their schools and in some 
municipalities, such as Akassa and Dekpada, in the Ouinhi municipality (Department of Zou-Collines), 
didactic materials were seriously damaged or completely washed away by water. 

• Approximately 34,500 school kits are needed to ensure continuation of pupils’ education. 
• There is a risk that families might not afford to pay for school fees as incomes will be severely reduced 

following the loss of their crops.  
• The cluster is carrying out a detailed education assessment to have a clear picture of the specific needs of 

each of the affected municipalities. 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Rains continue, mostly in the north of the country, although the dry season is expected to start soon. 
• The Emergency Humanitarian Appeal Plan was launched this week requesting US$ 46,847,399 to 

assist flood victims. 
• On 30 October WFP started food distribution in Zagnanado for 2,450 vulnerable people in collaboration 

with the National Red Cross. 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Emergency Telecommunications 
• A World Food Programme (WFP) mission from the Regional Office in Dakar is currently in Benin for 

approximately one week to assess the needs in the Emergency Telecoms sector and to strengthen the 
capacity of the cluster. 

 
Food Security 
• Governmental figures report that a total of almost 1,254 tons of food has been distributed so far to flood 

victims.  
• Concerning food distributions carried out by WFP and its partners, so far a total of 151 tons of food has 

been distributed to almost 10,730 people in the Departments of Atacora, Atlantique, and Zou.  
• Food distributions have been carried out by Plan International (16.8 tons for 610 people) for the area of 

Kobly (Atacora Department), Caritas (60 tons for 2,553 people) in the area of Aguegué and So-Ava 
(Atlantique Department), and Ouinhi (Zou), and the national Red Cross, supported by WFP, (74.3 tons for 
7,565 people) in the area of Zagnanado (Zou Department)  

• Catholic Relief Service (CRS) has undertaken a "cash transfer operation" in So-Ava (Atlantique Department) 
to 2,100 households to support the families living in areas where markets are still functioning (two thirds of 
the allocation being attributed to food expenses).  

• More distributions activities are planned, notably the national Red Cross will distribute 27.3 tons of food in 
Zogbodomey (Zou region) on 4 November to approximately 2,200 beneficiaries and 174 tons of food  in 
Grand Popo and Athiémé (Mono region) to 15,300 beneficiaries.  

• Three joint assessment missions, led by FAO, are scheduled for next week to assess the consequences of 
floods on the agricultural production, livelihoods and the fishery sector in all affected the departments. 

• The cluster will be strengthened thanks to the arrival of another mission from FAO Rome scheduled for the 
end of this week. 

 
Health 
• As of 31 October, official figures report 848 cholera cases confirmed in Benin since the beginning of 2010, 

including 746 cases only for the city of Cotonou.  
• A health kit for the treatment of 1,000 cholera cases was officially handed over by the World Health 

Organization (WHO) to the Minister of Health. The kit will be delivered to the Department of Ouémé which is 
one of the departments with the highest risk of cholera cases with water still high.  

• WHO and its partners are preparing the order for additional medicines, mainly antibiotics and gloves, 
necessary to cover the needs in the Departments of Alibori, Mono and Zou.  

• Médicins Sans Frontières (MSF) Spain, after having assessed the areas of Cotonou, Ouémé-Plateau and 
Mono river last week, decided not to put in place any new programmes. MSF will only continue to support 
the cholera treatment centre in Cotonou managed by the Ministry of Health. 

 
Nutrition 
• Training sessions on the management and prevention of malnutrition are scheduled for mid-November in 

the health districts of Karimama and Malanville (Alibori Department) for health staff and community heath 
workers. 

• UNICEF and its partners are preparing the order for additional therapeutic foods, equipments and essential 
drugs for the treatment and prevention of malnutrition in flood affected municipalities. 

• A joint mission is scheduled for the beginning of next week in the Department of Ouémé-Plateau to jump 
start the implementation of nutrition activities in these areas. 

 
Logistics 
• On 4 November the logistics cluster started an assessment mission in the Grand Popo area, south-west of 

Benin, to assess and map the capacities of transportation by river and by road, type and capacity of boats 
and road access to the affected villages of Avlo, Djanglanmey, Gbehoue and Sazoue (Department of 
Mono). 

• A convoy of four trucks with Irish Aid emergency equipment is arriving in Benin from the United Nations 
Humanitarian Response Depot in Ghana. The logistics cluster has been working closely with the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and UNDP to facilitate the customs 
clearance.  

• The 3,000 UNHCR family tents airlifted to Cotonou last week have been stored in WFP and Caritas 
warehouse. WFP warehouse in Natitingou (Atakora Department) is also storing 10 tons of non food items of 
Plan Benin. 
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• Guidelines have been developed by the cluster on how to exempt humanitarian donations from taxes and 
levies, request transport and warehousing from the government, through the national crisis cell. 

 
Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 
• According to the cluster, 150,000 people have been left without shelter and the current capacity of the 

cluster allows the assistance of up to 30,000 people. As of 29 October, 3,200 tents are available in the 
country and they will be installed in the next few weeks in the affected departments by United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its implementing partners, such as CARE, CARITAS and the 
national Red Cross.  

• The Emergency Shelter cluster is carrying out an assessment mission in the north and centre of the country, 
in the municipality of Karimama and Malanville (Department of Alibori) and in the municipality of Tchaourou 
(Department of Borgou), to reassess the current number of tents needed to shelter the population left 
homeless.  

• This mission is deemed necessary given reports on changes in the needs compiled by previous field 
missions. It is planned that such mission switches onto distribution and installation of tents following 
confirmation of needs and identification/clearing of the respective sites. 

• Meanwhile 116 tents have been installed in Grand Popo (Mono Department) and Ouinhi (Zou Department), 
covering the shelter needs of approximately 900 people. The distribution and installation will continue with 
Zogbodomè, Zagnanado, Ouinhi, Karimama, Malanville and Tchaourou in line with the established priorities- 
P1 for people with no shelter whatsoever, P2 for people settled in communal buildings, including schools to 
be evacuated and P3 for people hosted by relatives. 

• Over the last two weeks, CARE has distributed 1,000 NFI kits (bedding materials, aqua tabs, and soap) to 
1,000 families in Adjohoun, Bonou, Dangbo (Oueme Department), Aguegues (Atlantique Department) and 
Ouinhi (Zou Department). More food and non-food items (bedding and mosquito nets) are being purchased 
by CARE to cover the needs of 2,000 families. Hygiene kits are also being purchased to assist 5,000 
families in Adjohoun. 

• A donation from the Government of Japan is scheduled to arrive in Cotonou on 5 November carrying 1,500 
mats, 6,540 blankets, 150 tents and 40 plastic sheetings. 

 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
• UNICEF ordered 6 millions water purification tablets (Aquatab), 400,000 soaps, 20,000 cans of a capacity of 

10 liters, 32 barrels of calcium and 40 cans of a capacity of one liter of K-Othrine (water purification 
material). 

• Water is being distributed in the areas of Adjohoun, Bonou, Dangbo (Department of Ouémé), and 
Zagnanado (Zou Department) in collaboration with the National Group of Firemen. The distribution of water 
purification tablets (Aquatab) is also ongoing in the municipalities of Abomey-Calavi and Cotonou, 
(Atlantique Department), in Athiémé, Grand Popo and Lokossa (Mono Department), in Aplahoué, 
Djakotomè, Dogbo, Klouékanmè, Lalo, Toviklin (Couffo Department), in Zogbodomè (Zou Department), and 
in Karimama and Malanville (Department of Alibori). Awareness activities on water and sanitation issues are 
also being carried out in the same areas through radios programmes. 

• Water purification activities were launched last week including wells purification and the disinfection of areas 
close to latrines in all affected municipalities.  

• In the Department of Zou, UNICEF is planning to install more than 70 latrines (36 per each camp) and to 
provide drinking water in the camps of Kpoto (municipality of Zagnanado) for approximately 700 people, and 
in Tohoué (municipality of Ouinhi) for the same number of beneficiaries. 

• Monitoring activities are planned with water sampling for quality testing in the municipality of Cotonou, 
Bohicon, Karimama and Seme Podji (Ouémé-Plateau Department) to measure the effectiveness of the 
treatments distributed so far to the population. Monitoring activities will be extended to other areas later.  

• UNICEF and its implementing partners are planning an assessment mission for 4 November in the 
municipalities of Ouinhi and Zagnanado (Zou Department). 

 
 

• Eight clusters have been activated so far and they are holding regular meetings to coordinate their joint 
efforts. The clusters are: Early Recovery, Education, Emergency Telecommunications, Food security, 
Health, Logistics, Shelters and non-food items, Water and Sanitation. 

• Two OCHA staff (one Humanitarian Affairs Officer and one Public Information Officer) were deployed last 
week to support the Resident Coordinator Office in Benin for at least four weeks. 

 

IV. Coordination 
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On 3 November, the Government of Benin, UN agencies and NGO partners launched the EHAP in Geneva 
during a member states meeting chaired by the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, Ms Valerie Amos. The Emergency Appeal requests US$ 46,847,399 for 
emergency assistance.  
For all financial contributions received so far, please refer to:  
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/fts.nsf/doc105?OpenForm&rc=1&cc=ben  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 
Cotonou: Nardos Bekele-Thomas, UN Resident Coordinator in Benin 
nardos.bekele-thomas@one.un.org, +229 21 31 3045/46 /79 
 
OCHA Cotonou : Lily Adhiambo, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
adhiambo@un.org, +229 66 55 6291 
 
OCHA Cotonou: Stefania Trassari, Public Information Officer 
trassari@un.org, +229 66 55 6281 
 
OCHA Dakar : Noel Tsekouras, Deputy Head of Regional Office  
tsekouras@un.org, +221 33 869 8535 ; +221 77 450 2132  
 
OCHA Dakar : Kémoral Jadjombaye, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
jadjombaye@un.org, +221 77 742 88 01 
 
OCHA New York: Anne France White, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
white5@un.org +1 212 963 1172 
 
For more information on Benin emergency, please visit reliefweb.int 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


