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Key Messages
Cereal prices have started to decline in recent months, however they are still higher than pre crisis levels.
Political situation remain tense following parliamentary elections on the 23rd of May and displacement from Somalia and 
Eritrea continues to be a major problem.
An estimated 5.23 million people need food assistance through 2010 and concerned agencies are worried over very high 
food insecurity levels.
The government is assisting the population with emergency interventions, the national safety net programme, and 
subsidized wheat sales to urban consumers.

Background
In Ethiopia, total population was 80.71 million in 2008 with an annual growth rate of 2%, The FAO assessed that 46% of the population 
was undernourished in 2005.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 80713434

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 870

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 39%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 83%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2008 (WB) 42%

Prices
Cereals: Food prices are still  higher than before the food 
crisis. However, maize, wheat and sorghum wholesale prices 
in Addis Ababa have declined from peak levels of Sep 08 and 
have stabilized in recent months. Maize prices in May (2.66 
ETB/Kg) were gradually decreasing from Dec 09 (3 ETB/Kg); 
wheat prices were at 4.64 ETB/Kg in May down from 5.51 in 
Dec; sorghum prices ranged between 5.45 in March and 6 ETB/
Kg in May. Maize prices in April (196.21 USD/T) were 26% 
higher compared to US Maize No2 Yellow on the international 
market (155.85 USD/T).    
 Livestock: Terms of trade for pastoralists in Somali and Afar 
regions have improved thanks to good and early onset of gu/
sugum/belg rains.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption
Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 46%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 66%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 2%

Health Indicators
Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 11%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 56

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 42%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years n.a.

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts
Parliamentary election was held in May 2010. Voting was 
reported smooth in the capital, but the opposition said there had 
been irregularities elsewhere in the country. The repatriation of 
hundreds of Ethiopians  from the Somalia autonomous region of 
Puntland has begun. Ongoing insecurity in Somalia continues 
to result in population movements to Ethiopia. According to 
UNHCR, nearly 66,000 Somali refugees reside in camps in 
Ethiopia. The government has opened a new refugee camp in 
Adi Harush in  Tigray region to accommodate the increased 
influx also of Eritreans. In addition, food security has also been 
severely affected by serious water shortages in past months, 
especially in eastern areas (Somali and eastern Oromia region).
Good rains in recent months has improved pastoral livelihoods, 
but poor pasture persists in parts of Afar region, eastern Tigray 
and Amhara and eastern Oromia.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008
Total in the country 97326 85395 85417

Total outside the country 90510 89368 95552

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert
Flood 2010-03-01 Somaliland 1/3

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition
At the beginning of the rainy season, normal to very good 
vegetation conditions are observed with some concerns for the 
province of Oromia where poor to very poor conditions are 
observed in the western part. The general indicator of 
vegetation condition provided below is the relative difference 
between the NDVI for April 2010 and the average of the last 10 
years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived from the 
GLOBCOVER land cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS â€“ FoodSec

Food Security Situation
The 2010 Humanitarian Requirements Document  identified 
5.23 million people requiring  food aid in 2010. GIEWS reports 
severe localized food insecurity; FEWSNET indicates eastern 
regions as highly food insecure (Gambella and Somali regions 
extremely food insecure) in the short term; WFP and IFPRI 
report very high and extremely alarming hunger in the long term.
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An estimated 5.23 million people will continue to require 
emergency food assistance up to December 2010 with the net 
food requirement including TSF needs being 290,271 MT, 
estimated to cost around USD 231.3 million ...more
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Food Balance Sheet
Good average belg rains in eastern regions and lowlands have 
improved the prospects of the ongoing belg crops and water 
availability. The 2010 cereal availability is forecasted at 14.656 
million tonnes compared to last year production of 14.196 
million tonnes. Imports for 2010 marketing year will be 1.386 
million tonnes.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies
The Govt is expected to continue the market stabilization 
programme through 2010; it is  importing 250,000 MT of wheat 
to be sold at a subsidized price, the price in Dec pegged at 3.75 
Birr/Kg. The Govt is assisting some 7.5 million  people through 
the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) and the plan is 
to expand it to 8.3 million people through 2014. Emergency 
interventions will support also agricultural production.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Prices subsidy.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food/cash transfers; seeds 
distribution.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

ETHIOPIA: The village that will not need food aid
ETHIOPIA: Government denies food aid "manipulated" for political...
ETHIOPIA: Land of warm milk and no rain
ETHIOPIA: In search of "made-to-measure" HIV prevention
ETHIOPIA: Racing to contain MDR-TB

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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