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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Favourable weather conditions support the development of 
second season grains  

 Food security continues to generally improve but monitoring 
remains necessary in parts of the country 

 Prices of imported rice show a steep increase in the last months 

A threatening health emergency is faced by Haiti 
Haiti is currently facing a worrying cholera outbreak. Official sources 
estimate the death toll in their hundreds and the cases in their 
thousands. The emergency is mainly localized in the Artibonite and in 
the Central departments (Department du Centre) but according to 
unofficial sources some cases have been also found in the crowded 
Port-au-Prince.  

Favourable weather conditions foster second 
season food production 

Seasonal rains were generally favourable and well distributed allowing 
the timely onset of the second cropping season. The expected output, 
although estimates are very preliminary, is considered to be good.  
Harvesting of the main season rice crop is complete in the central 
Artibonite irrigated plains (where 60 percent of the total domestic rice is 
produced), in the plain of Les Cayes and in the small irrigated areas of 
the North-East department. The irrigated planes have been well 
supplied with water and inputs. High yield varieties of rice are now well 
established and widely used by farmers. According to a joint FAO/WFP 
Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM), summer rice 
production (the main cropping season) will see an increase of 15 
percent compared to the same campaign of previous year.   
 
Harvesting of the main maize crop was also complete in September 
and estimates point to an above average aggregate output of 258 000 
tonnes mainly on account of the good precipitation of the spring rainy 
season and on the favourable climatic conditions observed to date.  
 
The output of the second season rice and bean crops, the harvest of 
which is currently underway and will last till the end of November, is 
expected to be above average as precipitation distribution has been 
generally favourable.  

Food security continues to improve but close 
monitoring is still required in parts 

The good performance of the spring cropping season, harvested till last 
September, and the satisfactory availability of imported commodities on 
the market at relatively low prices, at least till September, have had a 
positive impact on the food security situation in the country. 
 
In July, the CFSAM has identified three areas of the country that were 
facing a critical food situation and would have required close monitoring 
in the following months such as the North-West, the central plateau and 
the vulnerable areas of the département de l’Ouest. According to more 
recent data, highly food insecure areas are restricted to the southern 
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part of the North-western department and to some localized areas of 
the South-East and North-East departments. 

Prices in Port-au-Prince are generally close to the 
pre-earthquake levels except for the price of 
imported rice 

Abundant supplies of both local, as harvesting of cereals and grains 
from the spring cropping season has been completed in several 
departments, and imported food are pushing down staple food prices, 
which have now generally returned to their levels prior to the 
earthquake.  
 
In the major market of Port-au-Prince, prices of imported rice have 
been declining in the last few months and in October 2010, despite a 
slight increase compared to previous month, are virtually back to the 
pre-food crisis level of 2008. Quotations of maize continue to be 
relatively stable. 
 
By contrast, prices of local rice have seen a steep rise since July 2010 
as the main season rice crop is currently starting to reach the market. 
Due to the fact that summer rice production is estimated to be higher 
than the already good output obtained in 2009. This is expected to 
reflect on local rice quotations pushing price down in the next months.  

 
 
 
 
 

 


