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n 9th June 2009, the Security Council acknowledged the recent 
progress in the peace process in Burundi. “Peace- building in  

Burundi has entered a new phase, with remarkable progress in the processes 
of disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration”, declared Per Orneus, 
Representative for Sweden, the country that chairs the Peace-building 
Commission for Burundi.  Indeed, since the beginning of 2009, certain
political disputes have been resolved. The institutional obstacle opposing the 
National Independent Election Commission (CENI) was removed. CENI 
was created following debate around the neutrality of its members. It was 
formalised on 8th April. Another positive development is the inclusion of the 
Palipehutu-FNL, the last active rebel group, into the political institutions. 
Four of its members were approved to hold prominent diplomatic and 
administrative positions by the senate. In order to achieve this, the rebel
group was registered as a political party, having dropped the ethnic reference 
“Palipehutu” from its name as stipulated by the constitution. A third positive 
step is the release of Alexis Sinduhije, the ex-journalist who was put in 
prison at the beginning of 2009, and official recognition of his party,
Movement for Solidarity and Development (MSD), as the 43rd political party 
in Burundi.  
In spite of these significant advances, Burundi is still a violent country as 
highlighted by the publication entitled “Pursuit of power: Political violence 
and Repression in Burundi”, published by Human Rights Watch (HRW) in
June 2009. This report describes cases where both the FNL and CNDD/FDD 
used acts of violence and political threats against opponents and dissidents 
within their own ranks. The fact that these same two ex-rebel groups will ask 
for the electorates’ confidence increases the risk that the (pre-) election 
campaign will be based on violence and threats, by drawing on demobilised 
soldiers and "sports clubs" which can be converted into militias. There is a 
real security problem, especially as the civil population was never really 
disarmed. This population is impoverished, continues to live in exclusion 
and is easily manipulated.  
Nevertheless, EurAC has neither the will nor the volition to be defeatist or 
alarmist. Our network thinks that the Burundian election process has a real 
opportunity to succeed. To help achieve this success, the international 
community will have to find a fine balance between their loyal support of the
process and the real pressures on the electoral process to ensure that the
process is inclusive and participative, and leads to free and transparent 
elections. As Burundi divides the international community less than other 
countries in the region, we hope that it will be possible to work out a 
Memorandum of Understanding between Burundi and all major donors, 
which will guide the shaping of the basic principles to provide consistency 
and reference criteria to this balance. 

Kris Berwouts
Director
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Summary of events    May 
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 Development in Africa 
  

The African Development Bank (ADB) 2008-2009 report
on development in Africa, entitled “African Development 
Report 2008-2009, Focus on Conflict Resolution, Peace 
and Reconstruction in Africa”, was launched in Dakar 
(Senegal), on 10th May 2009. It examines the global
economic crisis as a cause of the increased risk of tensions 
flaring up in a continent which, in the second half of the 
20th century, more than any other part of the World, has 
suffered enormously from violent conflict within and 
between States. Published by Oxford University Press, the 
report highlights that in spite of the decline in violent 
conflicts in Africa over recent years, many challenges
remain in consolidating peace, rebuilding state institutions, 
and re-launching economic activity. Indeed, the report 
notes that “Violent conflict has exacted a heavy toll in 
terms of human suffering and lost development 
opportunities in Africa. Between 1990 and 2005, Africa 
accounted for about half of the world’s war deaths”. 
The first chapter tries to explain violent conflicts 
identifying risks factors in a continent devastated by civil 
conflicts which are characterised by the participation of 
organised groups of rebels who fight against the 
government with harmful consequences to the population. 
The second chapter analyses the economic and social 
consequences of violent conflicts which, in Africa, are 
longer and bloodier than in other continents, with higher 
economic and social costs. This is also due to the fact that 
the consequences of violent conflicts usually continue to 
be felt even after the end of the conflict and clashes 
between the military. These conflicts also cause massive 
displacements of populations, which make Africa a
continent with a huge proportion of internally displaced
populations and refugees. In the third chapter, the ADB’s
experts give recommendations on the most appropriate 
policies for prevention and resolution of conflicts which 
continue to be the most important challenges to this 
continent. The preventative measures which seem to be 
able to help are economic management, political 
participation, regional integration and equitable economic 
growth. Communities in which natural resources are found 
must be able to benefit from these resources and a regional 
approach seems to be vital in the prevention of conflict. 
The fourth chapter examines the policies to be put in place 
for reconstruction and development in post-conflict
countries where three actors are important: the post-
conflict government which must reform economic policy; 
donors who have to provide necessary financial and 
technical aid; and the United Nations Security Council and 
the African Union which have to ensure peace-keeping
operations are in place for a sufficient period after the end 
of the conflict.  
 

The report concludes by targeting the support provided 
by the ADB in countries affected by conflicts, but also 
by targeting the ADB’s on the fragile States and the 
measures which must be taken to help them overcome 
their state of fragility, to prevent them descending into 
a spiral of fragility. They have to “promote the
political stability needed for economic development”. 
The report does not provide a country by country 
analysis, but the DRC, Burundi and Rwanda are named 
repeatedly among the countries which have the highest 
risk factors.  

 
 More than 11 million refugees in 

Central and Eastern Africa 
 
According to a press release by the UN’s office for 
humanitarian affairs (OCHA), “armed conflicts and 
natural disasters in Central and Eastern Africa have 
already caused the displacement of more than 11 
million people”, refugees and internal displaced people 
in the 16 countries of this region. Sudan has more than 
four million displaced civilians, while the DRC and 
Somalia each have more than 1.3 million people who 
were forced to leave their houses and villages. 
Burundi, the Central African Republic, Chad, Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Uganda are also affected by a significant 
number of displaced people and of refugees. The 
countries which shelter the biggest number of refugees 
are Chad, Kenya, Sudan and Tanzania. In March 2009, 
more than 250,000 refugees were counted in each of 
these countries. 
 

 Economic super-block in sub-
Saharan Africa  

 
On the celebration of “Africa Day”, on 25th May 2009, 
the chairperson of the African Union Commission, Mr 
Jean Ping, revealed that a plan for political and 
economic unity will be implemented over the next four 
years, thanks to the creation of a economic super-block 
linking sub-Saharan Africa, namely the East African
Community (EAC), the Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC). This new 
market of 600 million people should stimulate the 
political and economic integration of this region. The
desire to create such an economic block would be
developed thanks to the clear intention “to form a free 
trade zone supported by the formation of a regional 
system to facilitate trade in the region” expressed by
these three economic entities. 
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 DRC  
 Dispute between China and the IMF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 23rd May 2009, Dominique Strauss-Khan, the 
Managing director of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), arrived in Kinshasa to discuss the latest problems 
blocking an agreement with the DRC. He stressed the fact 
that the DRC is in "need" of debt relief, but that the Sino-
Congolese agreement "does not make debt relief possible".
"The difficulty”, he declared during a press conference at 
the end of his two day visit to the DRC, “is that some 
elements of the agreement, and notably the guarantee 
required on the mining section", are seen by donors "as 
intensifying the debt" of the DRC, which is already some 
11 billion dollars. In reaction to this statement, the Chinese 
ambassador in Kinshasa, Wu Zexian, declared: “From the 
beginning, we avoided a situation which would create 
further debt. There is nothing to discuss. We are working 
to help Congo; we are not the ones creating the 
problems”. His conclusion was that the IMF should put 
forward new arguments to justify its demand for the 9 
billion dollar “infrastructure for minerals” agreement 
between China and Congo to be changed.  
A few days later, on 28th May, China and the DRC signed 
a new draught agreement in Kinshasa worth 40 million 
Chinese Yuan, about 6 million American dollars. China’s 
financial aid will be used to implement new plans for 
development as determined by the Congolese government. 
 
 New report from the UN Group of 

Experts 
 
A new report by the United Nations Group of Experts,
published on 18th May 2009, confirms that the "Umoja 
wetu" joint Rwanda-Congolese operation of January-
February 2009 was a failure. The report highlights the 
existence of parallel CNDP structures within the army, as 
well as substantial acts of violence perpetrated by FARDC, 
FDLR and all the other armed groups. According to these 
Experts, the unprecedented joint operation against the 
Rwandan Hutu rebels from the Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) by the Rwandan and 
Congolese armies in the province of Nord-Kivu between
20th January and the end of February "suffered due to its 
brevity, logistical problems and from the misappropriation 
of operational funds" designed to assist the operation. 
Over the course of the "Umoja Wetu” operation, Monuc 
repatriated 379 FDLR ex-combatants (50 times less than
the total number of ex-combatants repatriated in 2008). 
159 other ex-combatants were repatriated in March and the 
beginning of April. Monuc puts the current number of 
combatants enrolled in the FDLR at 4,500. However, the 
operation "failed to break the FDLR’s chain of command, 
which remains intact. Since the withdrawal of the 
Rwandan army, the FDLR has launched counterattacks in 
different areas of North and South Kivu, causing an 
increase in civilian victims", add the Experts. They also  
 

claim to have seen indications that Ignatius 
Murwanashyaka, who is based in Germany and figuring 
in the United Nations “black list” of November 2005, 
was actively involved in the coordination of 
counterattacks in North Kivu. The Group was informed 
that the FDLR is continuing to operate in mines in 
South Kivu, and that they have even expanded their 
activities to new mines in the province. The Experts
also state that the traffic of gold by the FDLR in North 
Kivu, mentioned in their previous report of December
2008, is continuing. 

 
 Operation Kimia 2 

 
Meanwhile, the security and humanitarian situation 
remains just as precarious in North Kivu as in South 
Kivu. There have been at least 12 major FDLR attacks 
since March 2009, including killings, rapes, houses 
being burned down and widespread pillaging. In spite 
of these attacks, civil and military authorities of the
North Kivu province report positively on the Kimia 2
joint operation in the territory of Lubero, even though 
FDLR and ally Mai-Mai groups continue to sew
insecurity and poach with complete impunity in 
important parts of the Maiko National Park. In South 
Kivu, they also note that there has also been a 
resurgence in the number of rapes perpetrated by the
FDLR. According to an OCHA spokesperson, 
“barbarism and horror are only increasing” and the
humanitarian and security situation is concerning in the 
Kalehe, Walungu, Shabunda and Mwenga territories. 
At the same time, attacks by FARDC and the FDLR on 
humanitarian organisations increased by 22 % 
compared with the same period last year, according to a 
statement by several international NGOs, including 
EurAC, on 15th June 2009. EurAc believes that Kimia 2 
will only have counter productive effects. These events 
confirm the conclusions reached by our Policy Officer, 
Donatella Rostagno, when she was in Eastern Congo 
last month. On this same subject she wrote: “It would
be vital not to forget that a purely military solution to 
the FDLR problem is neither desirable nor realistic. 
Political dialogue remains essential for a true peace 
and stabilisation in Eastern DRC.” 
 

 Hard times for human rights 
defenders 

 
On 3rd June 2009, the Special Reporter to the UN on the 
situation for human rights defenders in the DRC, Mrs 
Margaret Sekaggya, declared that human rights 
defenders continued to be the target of attacks, threats 
and even assassinations by the military, police and 
intelligence services. “The situation is still very 
serious”, she stressed. “They lack physical and moral 
security in their actions. They are being intimidated. 
Some are being killed”. Mrs Sekaggya named eight 
human rights defenders who were killed because they 
had denounced the abuse. The Minister for Information 
maintained that the Congolese authorities were not 
involved in these in any way. 
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Burundi     Rwanda 
 

 Armed violence and incertitude ahead  Malnutrition is eating away at  
of the elections in 2010        the countryside   

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In a document entitled “Analysis of armed violence in 
Burundi”, the Geneva Declaration notes that there are 
currently several orders of violent act in Burundi:
"banditry", acts of armed violence linked to conflicts over 
land, acts of armed violence linked to the FNL before the 
disposal of their weapons, police blunders, and also 
political acts of violence which take the form of threats 
and targeted assassinations against political figures or local 
officials. This is also reported by Stef Vandengiste, 
researcher at the University of Antwerp, as well as by 
HRW in its publication “Pursuit of power: Political
violence and Repression in Burundi”. This situation 
creates a climate of tension as described by Mrs Pascasie
Kana, during her speech at EurAC’s seminar in 
Stockholm, on 26th May this year. She maintains that
currently, “Burundi has many elements that could 
potentially lead to violence”. And Jean-Marie Kavumbagu
adds: “Fears that the Burundian election process will be 
derailed are justified in part by the context of insecurity 
characterised by almost daily assassinations, armed 
attacks at night, or other forms of violence where the 
perpetrators are not arrested. Moreover, the tension which 
exists between the party in power, the CNDD-FDD, and
the parties that could be potentially capable of 'surprising'
them at the polls, notably the FRODEBU, FNL or Hussein 
Radjabu’s UPD, makes the election process potentially 
more fragile”.  
 

 Albino murder trial 
 
The trial of eleven people accused of the murder and 
attempted murder of a dozen albinos in Burundi opened on 
19th May 2009 before the high court at Ruyigi (about 200 
Km east of the capital, Bujumbura). This is because the 
majority of the defendants were stopped in this border 
province with Tanzania. They are also accused the odious 
traffic of human organs. Albino body parts were sold to 
witch doctors in Tanzania who used them to make good-
luck charms. In his indictment, the prosecutor Nicodème 
Gahimbare requested three life sentences and sentences of 
between 1 and 20 years in prison for the other defendants. 
We are waiting for the verdict.  
 

 Private sector cashes in on free 
education and healthcare 

 
The free schooling and medical care for those younger 
than 5 years old is pushing pupils towards the private
sector and young patients towards private pharmacies. 
Indeed, classes are oversubscribed and medicines are 
lacking, to such an extent that those who can are 
abandoning the free education and healthcare. 
(The articles of Syfia Grands Lacs are availables on  
www.infosud-belgique.info) 

Malnutrition is wreaking havoc in the Rwandan 
countryside, where farmers no longer have the right to 
cultivate food of their choice on their small farms. When 
drought is added to this, disaster follows. According to 
villagers, the crux of the problem is the new "Green 
revolution" agricultural policy introduced in 2007. This 
"revolution" forces every province to cultivate plants best 
adapted to the region. Therefore, the east must 
predominantly produce coffee, rice, corn, banana and 
pineapple. The consequences are immediate: markets have 
no food, and consumers go hungry. In the south of the 
country, land development is affecting the farmers.
“Building radical terraces – as required by the authorities 
– loses us at least two growing seasons”, argues one 
villager. The restructuring policy for farmland forces
farmers to create large plantations out their single 
smallholdings by sharing their fields. As a result, all the 
South’s plains are worked by cooperatives that are forced
to cultivate only a single crop.  (Syfia) 
 

 Taking drugs to forget the daily 
struggles 

 
Young Rwandans, most of which are orphans of the 
genocide or AIDS, are leading precarious lives. They do 
not see a future for themselves and increasingly turn to 
drugs to forget their daily difficulties. In 2006, the Ndera 
neuropsychiatry centre in Kigali admitted 442 people, 
more than double the number from the previous year. Of
these admissions, the majority were affected by drugs, and 
were mostly young boys. The numbers are still growing. 
The phenomenon is so worrying that the Senate is looking 
into the matter and has sounded alarm bells.  (Syfia) 
 

 Selling tap water to neighbours 
 
Public stand pipes offering water at a price fixed by the 
State are very few in number. In urban areas of the
provinces and in Kigali, which has almost one million 
inhabitants, the water and electricity company (Electrogaz) 
is estimated only to supply about 75,000 customers out of
the entire country of 10 million inhabitants. About two 
thirds of these customers sell water to their neighbours,
each supplying each at least 50 families. Prices vary 
according to the actual circumstances (dry or wet seasons). 
It should also be noted that the customer must also pay for
equipment, service, for the technicians travel and a deposit 
of 5,000 Frw (10 $).  (Syfia) 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 
 EurAC General Assembly in 

Stockholm 
 
At the invitation of our Swedish member, the NGO 
Diakonia, EurAc held its spring 2009 General Assembly 
on 26th to 27th May in Gamla Stan, the historical centre of 
Stockholm. We began on the morning of the 26th with a 
seminar on the subject of “Elections in the process from 
conflict to democracy in Central Africa: the case of 
Burundi”. The seminar boasted an exceptional panel 
composed of Mrs Pascasie Kana (president of the 
Organisation d’Appui à l’Auto-développement (OAP) and 
member of the Observatoire de l’Action Gouvernamentale 
(OAG); Mr Jean-Marie Vianney Kavumbagu (president of 
the Coalition de la Société Civile pour le Monitoring 
Electoral (Cosome) and Dr. Stef Vandeginste (Researcher 
at the University of Antwerp). Diakonia provided training 
on "Gender mainstreaming" led by two of its members: 
Mrs Ulrika Holmström and Ann-Marie Mukwayanzo 
Mpundu. The General Assembly proper on the following 
day provided participants with the usual mix of essential
institutional matters (reports, action plans, budgets) and 
thorough debates on opinions and strategies for advocacy. 
It was Kees van den Broek’s (from Cordaid) last General 
Assembly as president of network. He was succeeded
fittingly by Shuna Keen from Christian Aid. Joost van 
Puijenbroek from IVK/Pax Christi became representative 
for the Dutch NGOs to EurAc, and the Swiss NGO 
Heks/Eper was unanimously accepted as new member to 
the network. These meetings allowed us to put EurAc on 
the map in Sweden, 5 weeks before this country assumes 
the presidency of the European Union. 
 

 Advocacy for the elections in the DRC
 

On 7th June 2009, EurAc published a Press release entitled 
“DRC: let’s make the local election process irreversible”.
The release coincided with the opening of 143 registration 
centres in Kinshasa at 7am the same morning by the 
Independent Elections Commission (IEC) to begin the 
process of revising the electoral role. Other provinces will 
follow suit from August. EurAc calls on the EU and its 
member States to get involved in these local elections 
through technical, methodological, logistical, material and 
financial aid. This assistance must be accompanied and 
supported by diplomatic and political pressure so that these 
elections are indeed free and transparent. In our advocacy, 
we repeat our request to finance civil society hence 
forward, so that it can fulfil its mandate of raising 
awareness within the population through civics and 
electoral education. We ask more particularly for the
function of women leaders to be strengthened and for
specific civic education for the female electorate. In 
conclusion, European NGO are concerned about the 
growing number of arrests, threats and assassinations
targeted at journalists and civil society activists over recent 
 

months. EurAc asks the EU and its member states to 
contribute to the creation and protection of a political 
arena where civil society and an independent press can 
play their democratic role. 
 

 Joint advocacy 
 
Following their respective missions in the Great Lakes 
region, Broederlijk Delen /Pax Christi, IRC, Solidarity 
Oxfam, 11.11.11 and EurAc organised an informal 
meeting to collate the analyses gathered during these
visits. Parliamentarians as well as Belgian and European 
political and diplomatic representatives participated in 
the meeting and contributed to an open and frank 
exchange on political developments in Rwanda, Burundi 
and in DR Congo. The meeting was an opportunity for 
for joint advocacy for these NGOs which allowed them 
to share their analyses, impressions and 
recommendations to the European authorities. These
NGOs also created a working document which formed 
the basis for a structured combined effort and helped 
each organisation to develop its own advocacy on the 
questions tackled.  
 

 Mme Chouchou Namegabe’s 
advocacy tour  

  
On 13th May 2009, Mrs Chouchou Namegabe Nabintu, 
founder and co-ordinator of the Association for Women 
in Media (AFEM) in South Kivu, testified in front of the 
American Senate in a session organised by the Sub-
Committee for African Affairs on rape and other forms 
of violence against women in the conflict zones. Mme 
Chouchou highlighted that Congolese women have 
waited a long time for American policy makers and the 
international community to turn their attention to their 
suffering. She also explained that the violence that the 
Congolese women are subjected to is a war tactic which 
sews fear, mutilates female bodies and destroys 
communities. Chouchou’s advocacy tour continued at 
the Pinkpop Festival in the Netherlands a few days ago,
at the invitation of Amnesty International. Chouchou’s
accounts are always extremely remarkable and there is 
no doubt that they help to educate the international 
community on the atrocities suffered by the population 
in eastern DRC. We wish her luck and the best of 
success for the rest of her work. 
 

 Sexual violence against women in 
conflict zones 

 
The working group on sexual violence against women in 
conflict, to which EurAC contributes, has just published 
briefing papers on the subject of  violence against 
women in conflict zones.   The papers  
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analyse five themes: “preventing and a responding to 
violence against women”, “a serious health issue”, “the 
importance of education”, “the access to livelihoods” 
and “access to justice”. Through these briefing papers, 
the group wants to give a tool and expertise on these 
themes to the European institutions, and to all actors 
who deal with these questions.  
The briefing papers are available in English from 
EurAC’s secretariat.  
 
 DRC: ICTJ rejects the 2009 amnesty 

       law  
 
On 7th May 2009, President Joseph Kabila signed and 
implemented an amnesty law. The law applies to all 
Congolese people living in the DRC or abroad and 
covers acts of war and insurrection in the Kivus from 
June 2003 to the law was put into action. The 
International Centre for Transitional Justice (ICJT) 
condemns this law  as it risks perpetuating impunity. It 
recommends that measures are taken in applying this 
amnesty law to avoid it being misinterpreted and calls on 
the Congolese government to respect its obligation to the 
Rome Statute and collaborate with ICC to arrest Bosco 
Ntaganda transfer him to the International Criminal 
Court. 
 
 DRC: The Security Council should   
  take strong and definitive action 
 
Relaying the requests of their partners involved in 
development and defending human rights in the DRC, 
the French member organisations of REFAC (French 
and Central African Network combining 14 associations 
for international solidarity) call for the re-establishment 
of security and an end to violence towards civilians in 
the east of the country. In an address to the UN Security 
Council, who sent a delegation, led by France, to Goma 
and Kinshasa from 18th to 19th May 2009, they reiterate 
the priorities needed to reach a political solution to the
continuing conflict in the east of the DRC. These are: cut
off the armed groups’ sources of finance, punish the 
leaders of the FDLR and create an environment that is 
conducive to the voluntary disarmament of the FDLR.  
For its part, HRW called on the delegation to 
unequivocally condemn the war crimes perpetrated by 
soldiers in the Congolese army in the east of the country.
It also calls on them to compel the government in
Kinshasa to call the soldiers responsible for acts of 
violence into account. Finally, HRW calls on the 
Security Council to make MONUC’s support of 
Congolese military operations against FDLR dependant 
on the exclusion of known perpetrators of human rights 
violations from positions of command. In this vein,
Bosco Ntaganda must be arrested immediately and put 
before the international court.  
 

 Five priorities for building peace in 
the DRC 

 
In a report published on 11th May 2009, International 
Crisis Group (ICG) stated that “the agreement 
negotiated between the DRC and Rwanda, on renewing 
military and political cooperation between the two 
countries, is an essential step forward for consolidating 
peace in the region, but is not sufficient to restore 
stability in Kivu”. In addition, “the question of whether
the integration of Tutsi CNDP combatants into the 
Congolese army is arguable.” For ICG, “the struggle 
against the culture of impunity, restoration of security 
and the demilitarisation of the economy are other
essential elements needed for long term peace-building
and re-establishing the authority of the State in Kivu” .
In order to achieve a true peace, ICG put forward “a 
strategy for peace-building in eastern DRC”. This 
should include five priorities: 1) a credible and complete
strategy for disarmament of the Rwandan Hutu rebels in 
both Kivus; 2) resuming reforms in the security sector, 
by putting an emphasis on strengthening institutional 
capacities and criminal liabilities of the perpetrators of 
violence in Kivu and the Eastern Province; 3) a specific 
plan for promoting reconciliation and human security, 
concentrating on judicial responsibility and the
conditions needed for the return and reintegration of 
refugees and displaced populations; 4) a political 
commitment aiming at improving governance by means 
of increased economic transparency, a more equitable 
system of taxation, decentralisation and holding local 
elections; 5) continued efforts to stabilise regional 
relations. 
 
 Rwanda: The ICTR should pursue 

the FPR’s crimes relentlessly 
 
On 26th May 2009, Kenneth Roth, executive director of
HRW, addressed a letter to the Public prosecutor at the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in 
which he urges it, “once again, to prosecute the crimes 
perpetrated by the Rwandan Patriotic Front (FPR) in 
1994”. For him, “to avoid tackling the murder of tens of 
thousands of civilians by members of the FPR would 
lead to a remarkable degree of impunity for the 
considerable crimes committed in 1994, and leave many 
people with the feeling that only a partial justice or 
‘victor’s justice’ had been exercised. Such a result 
would significantly mar the Court‘s accomplishments.” 
HRW’s executive director points out that “in 1994 a
Committee of UN experts documented crimes 
perpetrated by the FPR and concluded that the FPR 
‘had perpetrated serious violations of international
humanitarian law and crimes against humanity”. He 
concludes bluntly: “We firmly believe that your mandate 
of Public prosecutor will not be achieved as long as you 
refuse to pursue the FPR’s alleged crimes. To avoid 
such an act will make unquestionably sully the 
perception of the Court’s impartiality and undermine its 
legitimacy in the eyes of future generations”.  
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
� May 2009 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 
documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 
 

   
  Regional 

perspectives 
 
Magazine Amani N° 118 
LDGL, Kigali, 25/05/09, 23 p. 
 
Les grandes tendances de la 
situation des Droits Humains dans 
les Grands Lacs en avril 2009 
LDGL, Kigali, 18/04/09, 13 p. 
 
African Development report 
2008-2009. Conflict Resolution, 
Peace and reconstruction in 
Africa 
ADB, Oxford, 18/04/09, 127 p. 
 

DRC: UN 
 
Interim report of the Group of 
Experts on the DRC 
Security Council, New York, 
18/05/09, 27 p. 
 

DRC: Cooperation 
 
Les Congolais tiraillés entre les 
contrats chinois et le FMI 
Colette Braeckman, Bruxelles, 
21/05/09, 2 p.  
 
Council conclusions on European 
Security and Defence Policy 
(ESDP)  
EU, Brussels, 18/05/09, 16 p 
 

DRC: Human 
Rights 

 
Etat des lieux des droits 
économiques, sociaux et culturels 
des enfants en Diocèse d’Uvira 
Pax Christi Uvira, Uvira, 
01/05/09, 26 p. 
 

Monitoring sur les violations des 
Droits de l’Homme en avril 2009 
GADHOP, Butembo, 29/05/09, 11 p. 
 
Report 2009 on Human Rights 
AI, London, 28/05/09, 6 p. 
 
Déclaration sur la recrudescence de 
l’insécurité dans la ville de Bukavu 
AFSCO, Bukavu, 10/04/09, 2 p. 
 
Situation sécuritaire de la Province du 
Sud Kivu  
CEDAC, Kinshasa, 23/05/09, 2 p. 
 
Communiqué de Presse N°06 sur 
l’opération Umoja Wetu 
Human Rescue, Kinshasa, 14/05/09 
1 p  
 
UN Security Council : Push for 
Civilian Protection During Congo Visit
Congo Advocacy Coalition 
Goma,18/05/09, 3 p. 
 
Note sur la situation des Droits de 
l’Homme à Kalehe 
Vision d’Espoir, Bukavu, 09/06/09 
5 p. 
 
Interférence des groupes armés locaux 
et étrangers dans les territoires d’Uvira 
et de Fizi 
CEADHO, Uvira, 21/05/09, 8 p. 
 

DRC: Economy 
 
Dégradation de la situation 
économique : La FEC plaide pour un 
bon climat des affaires 
Le Potentiel, Kinshasa, 20/05/09, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Churches 
 
Message sur le contexte social et 
politique à l’Est de la RDC 
Assemblée Episcopale de Bukavu 
Bukavu, 29/05/09, 6 p. 
 

DRC: 
Humanitarian 
Situation 

 
MSF aux côtés des mamans de 
l'est du Congo 
MSF, Kinshasa, 09/05/09, 
2 p.  
 
If only the world would not look 
away 
Oxfam, Goma, 05/05/09, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Justice 
 
L’Application du Statut de Rome 
de la CPI par les juridictions de la 
RDC 
ASF, Bruxelles, 31/03/09, 144 p. 
 
Plaidoyer pour l’adoption de la loi 
de mise en œuvre du Statut de 
Rome 
ICTJ, Kinshasa, 01/06/09, 2 p. 
 
Amnistie générale 
ICTJ, Kinshasa, 06/06/09, 2 p. 
 
AI calls to arrest  Bosco Ntaganda
AI, London, 06/05/09, 2 p. 
 
Hold Army to Account for War 
Crimes 
HRW, New York, 19/05/09, 6 p. 
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DRC: Politics 
 
Five priorities for a peace building 
strategy 
ICG, Brussels, 11/05/09, 33 p. 
 
Make the local election process 
irreversible 
EurAc, Brussels, 07/06/09, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Natural 
Resources 

 
L’exploitation des minerais par la 
Société BANRO au centre des 
violations des Droits Humains 
LDGL, Bukavu, 07/05/09, 9 p. 
 
Pour nous petit peuple, FMI ou 
Contrat chinois ? 
Jeunesse Avenir, Kinshasa, 
04/06/09, 3 p. 
 

DRC: Civil Society 
 
Projet d’éducation de la population 
aux Droits de l’Homme à travers les 
médias et dans les quartiers 
RODHECIC, Kinshasa, 04/06/09 
3 p. 
 

Burundi: UN 
 
Fifth report of the Secretary-
General on the BINUB 
Ban Ki-moon, New York, 22/05/09, 
18 p. 
 

Burundi: Army 
 
Burundi : Faut-il autant de 
généraux ? 
Iwacu-burundi.org,  Bujumbura, 
13/05/09, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: 
Cooperation 

 
La présidence de l’East Africain 
Community échappe au Burundi. 
Faut-il s’en réjouir ? 
Melchior Mbonimpa, Sudbury, 
18/05/09, 2 p.  
 

Burundi: Human 
Rights 

 
Report 2009 on Human Rights 
AI, London, 28/05/09, 5 p. 
 

Burundi: Economy 
 
Quel développement pour le 
Burundi ? 
Tabu Abdallah Manirakiza, 
Bujumbura, 26/05/09, 10 p. 
 
Commission technique pour étudier 
la disparité des salaires 
Burunditransparence, Bujumbura, 
16/06/09, 2 p. 
 

Burundi: Politics 
 
Analyse de la violence armée au 
Burundi 
Déclaration de Genève, Genève, 
22/04/09, 98 p. 
 
Le Burundi à la veille des élections 
de 2010 : Entre la voie du dialogue 
et celle de la violence politique 
Stef Vandengiste, Anvers, 01/05/09, 
19 p. 
 
Relever le défi électoral et post 
électoral  
Jean-Marie Kavumbagu, Stockholm  
22/05/09, 19 p.  
 
Développement durable dans un 
pays en période de post conflit : le 
cas du Burundi 
Pascasie Kana, Stockholm, 
26/05/09, 13 p. 
 
Pursuit of Power: Political Violence 
and Repression in Burundi  
HRW, New York, 31/05/09, 87 p. 
 

Burundi: Refugees 
 
Résoudre les querelles foncières par 
le partage 
IRIN, Bujumbura, 08/05/09, 2 p. 
 
Le passé est un pays étranger pour 
certains réfugiés burundais 
HCR, Mishamo, 07/05/09, 2 p. 
 
Le HCR affirme que le dernier camp 
des réfugiés burundais en Tanzanie 
sera fermé à la mi-juin 2009 
BINUB, Bujumbura, 08/05/09, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda : 
Cooperation 

 
Shun (Bad) Aid Dependency  
David Himbara, Kigali, 28/05/09, 
3 p. 
 

Rwanda: Human 
Rights 

 
Report 2009 on Human Rights 
AI, London, 28/05/09, 5 p. 
 

Rwanda: Economy 
 
Pauvreté au Rwanda : Perspectives 
d’en bas  
An Ansoms, Antwerp, 27/01/09,  
25 p. 
 
Faces of rural poverty in contemporary 
Rwanda: Linking livelihood profiles 
and institutional processes  
An Ansoms, Antwerp, 27/01/09,  
318 p. 
 

Rwanda: Genocide 
 
Response to The New Times Article 
on Rwanda Genocide 
HRW, New York, 18/05/09, 3 p. 
 

Rwanda: Justice 
 
Ensuring ICTR Prosecutions for RPF 
War Crimes  
Erin Baines and others,  
New York, 01/06/09, 5 p. 
 
Letter to the Prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda Regarding the Prosecution of 
RPF Crimes 
HRW, New York, 26/05/09, 4 p. 
 

ICTR Should Vigorously Pursue 
Crimes of Rwandan Patriotic Front 
HRW, New York, 01/06/09, 3 p. 
 

Rwanda: Politics 
 
Communiqué de presse de 
l’Opposition Démocratique Rwandaise
ODR, Leuven, 23/05/09, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Press 
 
 UK "disappointed" with Rwanda's 
suspension of BBC programmes 
RNA, Kigali, 18/05/09, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Refugees 
 
Returning refugees need more than 
comforting words 
Refugees International  
New York, 18/05/09, 1 p. 


