
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 8 February 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 21/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
Kenya Red Cross was invited to the Kofi Annan mediation team meeting to give a presentation on the 
humanitarian situation in the country. Kenya Red Cross also made a presentation to over 200 Chief 
Executive Officers of leading companies during a one-day congress to discuss the impact of the violence 
on Kenya’s economy. Kenya Red Cross Secretary General delivered the humanitarian situation in the 
country and its impact on the economy.  
 
There has been a large movement of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) from Thika, Juja, Limuru, 
Kabete, Kikuyu and surrounding areas to Nyanza Province. This has posed logistical difficulties. The 
Government of Kenya has committed itself to assist in the repartriation of the IDPs from these camps to 
their ancestral homes based on their voluntary requests. Other organisations and individuals have also 
been shuttling buses and trucks to move the IDPs, who were largely migrant workers.  
 
Kenya Red Cross has been conducting assessments so as to set up transit camps at Moi Stadium in 
Kisumu and Migori showground, as the incoming IDPs would require to be supported with relief items 
through increased resources.  
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Situation 
Over 2,000 IDPs are expected in Kisumu between 7th and 8th February 2008. Most of the IDPs are using 
Kisumu for central Nyanza and Migori for Southern Nyanza as transits. The IDPs are arriving Nyanza 
from Nakuru, Naivasha, Gilgil, Thika, Juja, Kikuyu, Kabete, Limuru and surrounding areas. A 
transitional camp is being set up at Moi Stadium in Kisumu and Migori showground to cater for the 
IDPs. The government suggested that all IDPs who have been camping at Kondele Police Station and 
Central Police Station be moved to Mambo Leo showground in Kisumu. The IDPs were however 
sceptical about their insecurity because Mambo Leo showground is surrounded by informal settlements 
such as Mambo Leo, Manyatta and Kondele.  
 
Skirmeshes were still 
being experienced in 
Kilgoris District 
between two 
communities. So far 
400 houses have been 
burnt, 557 families 
displaced and 
accommodated by 
relatives and friends. 
Two persons lost their 
lives and five people 
injured. Some IDPs 
refused to go back 
home because their 
houses were torched 
and had nowhere to 
go. In Shaviringa, 
bordering Rift Valley 
and Western 
provinces, there were 
initially 1,500 people, 
but the number reduced to 300. Most came from Koibarak, Mosasa, Idunya and Kapsasure. Some IDPs 
had suffered from diarrhoea, which raised concern about their health and likely outbreak of cholera in St. 
Stephens Bible society where they were camping.  
 
Eldoret town remained calm on 8th February 2008. The rainy season has began and ploughing is notably 
absent in many areas. At the Eldoret showground, Camp A was flooded following the rains. This 
prompted IDPs to put cooking jikos into their tents, resulting in two people being admitted at Moi 
Hospital for inhaling carbon monoxide. Camp surveyors adviced that the arena will be flooded by one 
foot of water in a month’s time, and therefore a relocation plan may be necessary. Currently, residents of 
Camp A are camping on the pavilion, while others have dug drainage trenches around their tents. The 
situation in Kericho is tense as the late Ainamoi MP is expected to be buried on 9th February 2008. IDPs 
camping at Moi Gardens have been moved to AIC Church in Kericho because of insecurity.  
 
In Mt. Elgon, five people were killed at Teldet/Tiboroa in Mt. Elgon District on 7th February 2008. For 
the last few weeks the border areas of Transnzoia and Mt. Elgon has become tense with killings almost 
on a daily basis. Several people were attacked at Masaek, Kopsiro division.  
 
In Naivasha, the Ministry of Housing has started producing low cost stabilised cement soil blocks in 
preparation for resettlement of IDP’s. Over 5,000 blocks are already done in Bahati. The forest 
department is to provide wood in its raw state, not processed.  

A house burns in North Rift following an arson attack.  
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Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
The Kenya Red Cross relief team distributed maize, beans and vegetable oil to 892 IDPs at Kimabole in 
Mt. Elgon on 7th February 2008. Kenya Red Cross is set to distribute more relief food to IDPs at 
Kapkilongo in Mt. Elgon targeting 1,559 families.  
 
The Second Phase of relief distribution is being conducted on 8th February 2008 in Kakamega. At a 
transit camp at St. Charles Lwanga Catholic Church in Kisii District, Kenya Red Cross distributed 10 
bales of maize meal, 10 bales of sugar, 20 boxes of cooking fat, 5 sacks of rice and 200 tins of canned 
beans, reaching 66 families. In Masaba District, 127 families received relief assistance at Keroka Police 
Station. In Borabu District, Kenya Red Cross distribution relief food at Nderemo Primary School 
reaching 250 families. 300 families were also assisted at Eronge Seventh Day Adventist Boarding 
Primary School (Manga) and another 25 families at Sotik Police Station.  
 
The Second 
Phase 
distribution in 
Kakamega will 
begin on 9th 
February 2008. 
Already Bureti, 
Nyamira/Kisii 
have benefited 
and relief 
distribution is 
ongoing in 
Kericho 
District. The 
IDPs have also 
benefited from 
wet feeding 
from the Kenya 
Red Cross 
Nyanza 
Regional Office. 
 
Non-food items such as blankets, mosquito nets, tarpaulins and PUR were distributed to IDPs at 
Kisii/Nyamira, Borabu and Kericho districts. Kenya Red Cross Nyanza Regional Office conducted an 
assessment in Kilgoris District to determine IDP needs. Distribution of non-food items at Turbo camp 
continued on 7th February 2008 targeting 152 new IDPs. A multi-sectoral assessment by all the 
stakeholders on the ground for the whole of North Rift started on 8th February 2008 and ran tentatively 
until 13th February 2008. Areas to be reached include Marakwet and Keiyo. The first cycle of the 
monthly food ration in the whole of North Rift will conclude on 12th February 2008.  
 
 

An IDP camp set up in North Rift. There are thousands of IDPs in such camps countyrwide. 
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Objective 2: Provide Search and Rescue (SAR) to cut-off communities.  
 
Progress 
No report.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links.  
 
Progress 
Due to the large number of IDPs arriving in Nyanza/Western Region, the Tracing team has assigned 
hotline numbers and digital cameras, as well as put on alert 16 volunteers. In Nyamira, there were four 
family reunions and 11 Tracing requests issued on 8th February 2008. The Tracing team recruited a 
coordinator for the North Rift Region. There was a meeting with the forensic expert where it was agreed 
that relatives who had deceased members at the Kiambaa Church incident in Eldoret will assist with the 
DNA testing for body idenfitication. It was agreed that Kenya Red Cross will also assist needy relatives 
with burial expenses.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
The health team visited Nyando District and offered treatment to 525 persons suffering various ailments. 
Children were also immunized and given BP-5 compact food supplements and nutriflour in Ebeneza Life 
Centre Camp. Reports indicate that there could be an outbreak of cholera in the IDP camps in Kisumu 
because some people are suffering from diarrhoea.  
 
In Kisumu, the health team was divided into three teams and deployed to St. Stephen’s ACK Church, 
Ebeneza Children’s Home in Ahero and Mambo Leo informal settlement in Kisumu Municipality on 7th 
February 2008. Treatment for various ailments was given to 246 persons: 21 men, 175 women and 98 
children, with 8 referrals to Nyando District Hospital. 35 children were immunized during this session. 
55 children were screened for malnutrition: 34 of them were at risk and 18 moderately malnourished 
hence 52 children were given BP-5 compact food supplements and nutriflour. Vitamin A 
supplementations was given to five children.  
 
Health education messages on basic hygiene and sanitation promotion behaviours reached about 400 
people. 250 tablets of aqua tabs were issued to 175 families and 200 pieces of condoms were distributed. 
2,304 sanitary pads were given to women of reproductive age.  
The health team also conducted an assessment in Migori and Kuria districts and will return to offer their 
services to the IDPs. The WatSan team is working on the Water and Sanitation needs in IDP camps to 
prevent cholera outbreaks in Kisumu.  
 
In Nakuru, a health clinic was held on 8th February 2008 at Baruti dispensary where approximately 1,300 
IDPs are being housed by friends and relatives. Some of the IDPs are also camping at a nearby church. 
Activities carried out included, health education and promotion, nursing care, family planning and 
reproductive health, curative services, immunization and child health and nutritional services.  
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Objective 5: To provide access to safe water for an estimated 500,000 IDPs and other 
post-elections affected individuals.  
and 
Objective 6: To provide access to sanitation and hygiene promotion facilities for an 
estimated 500,000 IDPs and other post-elections affected individuals.  
 
Progress 
30 mobilets were received at the Kenya Red Cross Headquarters. In Central and Nairobi areas, WatSan 
assessments were carried out in Maragwa, Gathera, Ijakati, Nyeri Police Station, Ruiru, Thika Stadium 
and Thika Barracks between 7th and 8th February 2008. In Juja, construction of six pit latrines are 
ongoing, but slow due to the rocky terrain.  
 
In Eldoret, the construction of four 
pit latrines and 40 bathrooms went 
on well, as well as digging of soak 
pits and erecting tap stands at the 
showground. The team prepared a 
platform for a 10M3 tank and 
reconnection to the tank. 
Construction of six pit latrines and 
six bathrooms progressed in 
Turbo. In Nakuru, 12 taps were 
installed at the showground and 
22,000 litres of water trucked. A 
total of 15 pit latrines and 10 
bathrooms were also constructed. 
Two 10M3 bladder tanks were also 
installed. A total of 20 pit latrines 
and 20 bathrooms were 
constructed.  
 
In Nyanza, construction of two pit latrines progressed well in Moi Stadium and four bathrooms in 
Kisumu. Water connection by KWASCO is progressing. The WatSan team distributed 960 sachets of 
PUR, 550 tablets of aquatabs to IDPs in Kisii and Keroka, as well as distributed 2,400 sachets of PUR, 
1,000 aquatabs to IDPs in Kehancha.  
 

ACTIVITY REGIONS 
 Eldoret Nakuru Nyanza Total 

Pit latrines constructed 317 117 50 484 
Bladder tanks installed 22 39 7 68 
Bathroom constructed 191 64 6 263 
Aquatabs distributed 46,000 243,270 4,050 293,320 
PUR sachets distributed 0 2,120 33,096 35,216 
Hygiene promotion trainers trained 28 38 0 66 
Litres of water trucked 29,000 119,000 0 148,000 
Garbage bins/pits placed 80 4 0 84 
Jerricans 7,116 698 2,559 10,373 
Water points 34 32 17 83 

Above table showing total WatSan action 
 

A bladder tank installed at an IDP camp by WatSan personnel. 
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Objective 9: Logistical support in terms of primary and secondary transportation of 
food and non-food items and warehousing.  
 
Progress 
The Kenya Red Cross Headquarters dispatched four M6 trucks to come and help with relief operations, 
especially during distribution.  
 
Partnership and Coordination 
Kenya Red Cross has been coordinating a number of meetings with various partners, stakeholders and 
the Government of Kenya. Kenya Red Cross held a meeting with Participating National Societies (Red 
Cross Movement partners) and ICRC on 6th February 2008 at the Kenya Red Cross Headquarters in 
Nairobi. The government has been providing food, medical supply and personnel, which has made the 
relief operation smooth. Other patners have also played their roles effectively as indicated below.  
 
The Canadian High Commissioner and Deputy Head of Mission of the Embassy of Switzerland visited 
Nyanza Region on 7th February 2008 and met Kenya Red Cross personnel and government officials. 
They met with the PC for Nyanza, Kisumu DC and the OCS of Kondele Police Station, as well as the 
civil society representatives. Later, they also visited Kondele and St. Stephen’s Bible Society IDP camps.  
 
Financial Support to Kenya Red Cross 

• Pledges and funds have so far toped Ksh 618,176,976.  
• Ksh 156 million has been donated locally from the corporate sector and the general public.  
• Donations from Google Online Account on the Kenya Red Cross Website reached US$ 19,000.  
• PNS pledges (German, Netherlands, American, Qatar, Norwegian, Japanese, Swedish, Chinese) = 

Ksh 216,310,350 
• ICRC support = Ksh 21,909,000 
• Government support (USAID, Australian Embassy, British Government/DFID, Chinese, Danish) 

= Ksh 210,993,600 
• Others Supporters (Google, UN-Habitat, UNICEF, Nokia, Christoffel Blindenmission 

International, Oxfam, ILRI, Paul G. Allen Foundation) = Ksh 112,911,061 
 
Other Supporters 
UNHCR and Kenya Red Cross signed an MoU wherein UNHCR would offer support to Kenya Red 
Cross on camp management. UNHCR also has family kits and assorted items ready for distribution 
through Kenya Red Cross when needed.  
 
IOM and Kenya Red Cross signed an MoU to strengthen the emergency response in support of IDPs 
aimed at alleviating their hardship through the implementation of a range of humanitarian measures, 
including relocation of IDPs and transportation. IOM has a psychosocial support personnel.  
 
Ogra Foundation is working closely with Kenya Red Cross as they have recruited ten cooks to help at 
the transitory camp. They are also facilitating the movement of IDPs together with World Vision. Ten 
voluntees have also been assigned to help with serving of food.  
 
World Food Programme and Kenya Red Cross continues to distribute food in the affected areas. WFP 
has additional trucks to back up Kenya Red Cross.  
 
OCHA is involved in cluster coordination where agencies are involved to ensure effective coordination.  
 
MSF-Belgium and France have sent medical personnel to various areas to help assist at hospitals. They 
also participated in Frst Aid to the injured. MSF Belgium continues to assist displaced in Mount Elgon 
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and Trans Nzoia. MSF France continues to run mobile clinics in the Kisii-Kericho region. MSF-Spain 
continues to run mobile clinics around Molo and Nakuru.  
 
Other partners include AMREF, Alliance of Churches, Action Against Hunger, Jamii Bora, MSF, 
Oxfam, AMPATH, Action Aid, Mercy Corps, International Medical Corps, UN-Habitat, UNFPA, 
CARE, WHO, ADRA, Save the Children, Caritas, World Concern, CCF, IRC, UNICEF, UNDP, 
Catholic Relief Services, among others.  
ICRC: Since the beginning of the crisis, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been 
working closely with Kenya Red Cross, both in the field and at the Headquarters, providing technical 
assistance and expertise, in particular in the areas of Tracing, water and sanitation, security and logistics. 
 
In addition, it has provided 16 MT of a nutritional supplement (known as BP-5); delivered 16,500 family 
kits, as well as 15,000 tarpaulins to be used as tents. It has also furnished water and sanitation tools and 
equipment; as well as providing medical kits to treat 350 wounded patients, and 300 additional kilograms 
of medical material and consumables.  
 
The ICRC has sent surgical teams to hospitals in Eldoret, Naivasha and Nakuru to perform operations as 
required and help organise systems and procedures to deal with sudden influxes of a large number of 
patients. It has donated skin graft equipment to treat burn patients in Eldoret. It has set up a flying 
surgical team that is available on short notice to provide assistance should there be a sudden influx of 
wounded patients in a particular hospital.  
 
ICRC forensic experts are working with morgue officials in various affected communities to ensure 
proper identification of all bodies and improve systems to receive grieving families. ICRC has also 
donated refrigerated containers, supplies and equipment to morgues ranging from gloves to digital 
cameras and computers to assist in the identification process.  
 
It has sent full time ICRC staff to work with Kenya Red Cross in Kisumu, Eldoret, Nakuru and Bungoma 
and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, as well as two ICRC planes and a helicopter, 
which form the backbone of the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


