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The Government of Uzbekistan has so far registered 75,000 refugees from southern Kyrgyzstan, but tens of 
thousands are reportedly still waiting to cross the border. Most of the refugees are women and children, but 
also elderly people and men with gunshot wounds have been entering Uzbekistan. Many of the refugees are 
reportedly in severe shock. The Uzbekistan authorities closed the border in the evening of 14 June but re-
opened it on June 15 around 11 a.m. local time to allow passage. 
 
The Government has authorized a full-scale emergency response and requested assistance from the 
international community. The Prime Minister of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyayev, has sent a letter to the UN 
Resident Coordinator (RC) and UNICEF requesting assistance for food, medicine, hygiene kits and other 
items.  
 
The RC and the heads of UNICEF and WHO visited the Uzbek-Kyrgyz border area on 13 and 14 June to get 
a first-hand impression of the humanitarian needs of the population who has crossed into Uzbekistan. They 
were accompanied by Uzbek Deputy Prime Minister Abdulla Aripov who is coordinating Uzbekistan’s 
response in the Andijan region, and the ministers of health and public education.  
 
On 13 June the team visited six sites: Qorasuv border crossing and screening area, Qorasuv sanatorium, a 
school camp, two camps set up in factories in Qorasuv and the trauma ward in the general hospital of 
Andijan. The team saw around 6,000 to 7,000 refugees in these facilities alone, and more than 90 percent 
were women and children. Forty-four young male adults were surgically operated for bullet wounds and sniper 
fire.  
 
On 14 June the team visited the Pakhtabad district of Andijan. The district authorities said so far 14,000 
refugees had arrived in the district.  
 

 
There is an overall need for specialized capacity to assist the Government and UN agencies in a multi-sector 
needs assessment of the refugee caseload.  
 
Emergency Shelter and NFI 
The refugees are sheltered in public buildings such as schools (school is out for the summer holiday) and 
factories while some are with host families. Tents, kitchen sets, blankets, emergency hygiene and medical 
kits, water purifying tablets and water containers have been dispatched to refugees by agencies (UNICEF, 
WHO, ICRC).  Short of an assessment, there is an identified need for non-food items (NFI) and two UNHCR 
planes containing 800 tents, 15,000 blankets, 3,000 kitchen sets and other items are to arrive in Uzbekistan 
16 June. A UNICEF emergency team is being deployed to Andijan. 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
  
• The Government of Uzbekistan has so far registered 75,000 refugees from southern 

Kyrgyzstan 
• The Government has authorized a full-scale emergency response and requested 

assistance from the international community 
• Emergency needs among refugees identified in most sectors 

 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Food and Nutrition 
WFP is approving an $0.5 million initial emergency operation for both Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan with rapid 
distribution as a first step. WFP has stockpiles in Uzbekistan and is moving emergency staff to the country. 
 
Health and Nutrition 
There is a need for Reproductive Health Kits, including for testing and treatment of sexually transmitted 
infections and sexual and reproductive health services to pregnant women or young mothers. The relevant 
services in UNFPA are being alerted and specifics will be submitted based on a needs assessment.   

Children’s immunization status is not clear. However, the second round of National Immunization Days (NID) 
against polio (7 – 13 June 2010), have been extended. The Ministry of Health has mobilized 10,000 doses of 
the oral polio vaccine (OPV) from other regions so far and is immunizing refugee children immediately after 
registration. 
 
UNICEF has developed a basic package of vaccination and nutrition interventions for children 0-15 years as 
Emergency Response. The tentative date for mass scale implementation of intervention is June 25 as by that 
time the number of beneficiaries will be stable. The package includes measles and polio immunization. 
 
Protection 
Most refugees have arrived with no documents such as identity papers and immunization records. There are 
also media reports of cases of rape and abuse among those who fled as well as traumatized children. They 
all need psychological support.  
 
An ongoing technical assessment will provide further details related to tracing of missing children and 
protection from sexual abuse and violence in camps that are crowded. So far, seven UNICEF staff are being 
sent to Andijan to work with traumatized and disabled children.  
 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Although drinking water is currently available in the refugee hosting areas, there will be a need to provide it on 
longer term basis and in large quantities to meet the needs of the arriving refugees. The camps visited by the 
joint UN-Government team had water for washing hands 
 

 
The Government of Uzbekistan is in charge of the overall response to the refugee influx in close collaboration 
with the UN system in the country. Several UN agency staff are en route to the country to assist the response 
and the coordination of international relief. Two OCHA staff are expected to arrive 16 June to assist with a 
multi-sector needs assessment and funding proposals (CERF/ Flash Appeal).  
 
UNDP is providing administrative and logistical support for incoming missions. UNDP is the agency with field 
presence in the form of project staff, offices and vehicles on the ground in Andijan, Namangan and Fergana. 
UNDP is in contact with BCPR for funds related to early recovery and will be exploring (through its projects in 
the field) to extend early recovery support. 
 

 
UNICEF will assist in responding rapidly with a grant of $100,000 for immediate needs till funds are mobilized 
for medium term humanitarian assistance. UNICEF will make an appeal for EPF funds. 
 
The Uzbek Government has already spent approximately $1 million to provide critical supplies to the arriving 
refugees and has made a strong appeal to the UN to mobilize resources to meet the growing needs.   
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 
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Gulnoza Saidazimova, UN Department of Public Information, UN Office in Uzbekistan, Tel:  +998 (71) 120 
3450 or +998 (71) 120 3483, gulnoza.saidazimova@undp.org or gulnoza.saidazimova@unic.org 
 
Jens Laerke, OCHA Regional Office-Cairo, +20 19 555 8662, laerke@un.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email laerke@un.org  


