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India
Earthquake Emergency Assistance ASIN91

Appeal Target: US$ 46,000

Geneva, 1 April 1999

Dear Colleagues,

A severe earthquake lasting 40 seconds and  measuring 6.8 on the Richter scale,  according to
India’s Seismological Department, hit a seismic hot zone in the northern part of India early
on Monday morning, 29 March 1999.   The quake was felt across many parts of northern
India, western Nepal and southern China.  About 25 minutes after the quake, a series of
after shocks rumbled across the northern landscape. The after shocks are expected to
continue for about another two months.  

The districts of Chamoli and Rudraprayag in Uttar Pradesh were the most severely
affected.  90% of homes in Chamoli district were destroyed with at least 100 persons
killed and  many more injured.    Reuters reports that tents have been put up by the
paramilitary in Chamoli to provide shelter and medical help to the survivors and
distribution of food and medicines has begun.

Reports of damage and casualties are slow to come in due to the region’s remoteness and
the limited communication links, which have also broken down. Problems are further
exacerbated by the onset of inclement weather. Three army and state government
helicopters flew into the district shortly after sunrise to begin evacuating the most
seriously injured people. Meanwhile, the Union Government has deputed two Ministers to
assess the situation.
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ACT member, Churches Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA)  was immediately in touch
with its local partner agencies in the area and a survey was carried out.  However,  based
on a rapid needs assessment and in consultation with its partner organisations, CASA
decided to start distributing relief sets and tarpaulins for shelter among the identified
beneficiaries. 

Please kindly send your contributions to the ACT bank account.

For further information, please contact:
ACT Co-ordinator, Miriam Lutz (Phone 41-22-791 60 32 or mobile phone ++41-79 203 60 55)
or ACT Appeals Officer, Dirk Van Gorp (Phone 41-22-791 6040).

ACT Web Site address: http://www.act-intl.org

Rev. Myra Blyth Miriam Lutz Rev. Rudolf Hinz
Director ACT Co-ordinator Director
WCC/Cluster on Relations LWF/World Service



India - Earthquake Emergency Assistance - 3 - Appeal ASIN91

I. REQUESTING ACT MEMBER INFORMATION

 Church’s  Auxiliary  For  Social Action (CASA) 

II. IMPLEMENTING ACT MEMBER And PARTNER INFORMATION

The relief programme will be implemented directly by CASA, with the assistance and co-operation
of the local Government machinery, and local partner organisations. 

CASA is registered as a Society under the Societies’ Registration Act XXI of 1860. Its members
consist of 24 Protestant and Orthodox Churches in India and  CASA functions as the outreach
arm of these Churches.

CASA was constituted in 1947 as an expression of Christian concern for those displaced by the
partition of the country. Today its mandate is to serve the poor, the marginalised and the weakest
sections of the society irrespective of caste, colour, creed, language or any other man made barrier
and to strive towards a society wherein all citizens can live in dignity, peace and communal
harmony. As such, therefore, it responds through humanitarian assistance to human misery
brought about by emergencies and disasters and seeks to ameliorate the  impact of the same
through strategic long term development initiatives and interventions, aimed at involving the
participation of the people as fully as possible.  As the Related Agency of the National Council of
Churches in India,  CASA is mandated to do relief work on behalf of all the Protestant Churches. 

III. DESCRIPTION Of  The EMERGENCY SITUATION

Background
On 29 March a  devastating earthquake measuring 6.8 on the Richter scale and lasting for 40
seconds rocked the Himalayan foothills region, devastating Chamoli and Rudraprayag districts.
Over 90% of homes in Chamoli  district were destroyed. While thousands have been affected, at
least 105 people have been killed and about 500-600 injured, as after shocks and secondary
quakes continue to rock the area. (The injury figures includes 50 more people injured on account
of a fresh quake measuring 5 on the Richter scale which rocked Chamoli District on 30 March.)
As the quakes and after shocks are a frequent occurrence, it will take some time for the exact
extent of the damage to be known. 

Thousands of traumatised people in Chamoli and Rudraprayag districts have spent a fourth night
in the open, afraid that their damaged houses might collapse on them on account of the continuing
after shocks. However, rescue and relief teams are beginning to arrive in the area. The clearing of
highways and approach roads is continuing, and communication links are gradually being  restored 
Nevertheless,  several villages are currently cut off  in remote locations up in the hills.  CASA,  as
a policy seeks to respond to the needs of such marginalised people living  in inaccessible areas .
Therefore, in cooperation with Government officials and local partner organisations,  CASA teams
will make special efforts to distribute relief among such people. 

IV. BENEFICIARIES
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Number & Type of Targeted Beneficiaries
CASA is targeting its relief intervention to assist 1,000 families who are among the weakest
sections of society , living in remote areas up in the hills and having lost most of their belongings.
A number of them are now living  in the relief camps set up by the district administration and State
Governments. They are in desperate  need of food, clothes, domestic kitchen utensils, blankets and
temporary shelters. 

V. PROPOSED EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE And IMPLEMENTATION

Distribution Plan: 
CASA proposes to assist 1,000 families (selected on the basis of a survey currently being
undertaken in cooperation with the local authorities and grassroots partner organisations), by
distributing the following to each family: 
C one relief set containing one sari (female attire), one kurta-pyjama set (male attire), three

blankets and 9 pieces of aluminium kitchen utensils; 
C 1,000 Dry Ration Kits consisting of 10 kgs of rice, 3 kgs of pulses, one litre of cooking oil,

1 kg salt, condiments, along with  a packet each of candles and matches.   These dry ration
kits are expected to last the  beneficiaries for 10 days; 

C 1,000 tarpaulins will be distributed to the selected beneficiaries. 

The distribution of relief material has started. This phase of the programme will be completed
within three weeks. 

Purchasing Plan: 
The relief sets and tarpaulins were purchased as a part of CASA’spre disaster preparedness
programme. The other commodities including the dry ration kits  are being procured locally by 
purchase committees consisting of the relief team leader and representatives of local organisations. 

VI. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE, MONITORING, REPORTING

Three of CASA's Senior Officers are already in the area along with their teams and  are involved
in co-ordinating the implementation of relief. CASA has rushed in 3 relief teams for implementing
relief and follow up activities in the affected area. Each teams will consist of 1 senior Field Officer
and 1 junior Field Officer who have had many  years of experience in handling such programmes.
These team members do not include the aforementioned senior officers. In addition, the CASA
Director accompanied by 4 Senior CASA staff is also leaving for the area to directly supervise the
relief operations. As the Church does not have a major presence in the area, each Relief team will
have 4 to 5 additional volunteers drawn from 4 or 5 of CASA’s grassroots partners in the area
such as Gomati Prayag Jan Kalyan Parishad, Jan Vikas Sansthan, Mahila Nav Jagran Samiti,
Uttarakhad Jan Jagriti Sansthan, and Emmanuel Social Association.

 It would also be a good opportunity for CASA to strengthen the networks of NGOs by providing
them resources to combat the flood situation.  However, CASA is also trying to rope in Church
volunteers if possible, as this would enable the Churches and local NGOs in the area to be actively
involved at the field level and express ecumenical care and solidarity with the suffering poor
community. 
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The programme will be monitored by the Delhi headquarters of
CASA. 

Rehabilitation Programme: 
After making a proper assessment of the situation in consultation
with the local government authorities, the Churches and CASA’sgrassroots partner organisations,
CASA will work out a Rehabilitation Programme for the area. The Budget given below is
therefore exclusively for emergency relief. 

VII. APPEAL BUDGET

ANTICIPATED APPEAL INCOME USD 46,000

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE

Description Type of Unit No. of Unit Cost Budget Budget
Units Rupees Rupees USD

DIRECT ASSISTANCE
Relief Sets Set 1,000 610 610,000 14,524
Tarpaulins Piece 1,000 770 770,000 18,333
Dry Rations Kit 1,000 350 350,000 8,333

Sub Total 1,730,000 41,190

Administration Lump sum 202,000 4,810

TOTAL 1,932,000 46,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURE & APPEAL TARGET
US$ 46,000

Conversion Rate:    US $ 1 = Rs. 42.00 
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APPEAL FACT SHEET
Appeal Number:     ASIN91             Appeal Name: India - Earthquake Emergency    
          
Date Issued:      1 April 1999            Project Completion Date: 20 April 1999 

Project Description:
Churches Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA) proposes providing emergency assistance to 1,000
of the most vulnerable victims of the most recent earthquake.

Implementing Activity Appeal Target
Partner Description (USD)

CASA Relief Sets, Tarpaulins
Dry Rations 46,000

TOTAL APPEAL TARGET:   $ 46,000
*** Pledges can be communicated to ACT by using the Appeal Pledge Form ***

ACT - Action by Churches Together
Account Number: 102539/0.01.61
Banque Edouard Constant
Cours de Rive 11
Case postale 3754
1211 Genève 3
SWITZERLAND
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APPEAL PLEDGE FORM
(Please fax to the ACT Co-ordinating Office - Fax:++41 22 791 6506)

Appeal Name:   India - Earthquake Emergency                 Appeal Number: ASIN91                    
Appeal Target:   46,000                               Project Completion Date:   20 April 1999

Contributing organization: .........................Telephone number: ..................................

Contact person: .......................................... ..........................................................
Signature Date

1. Contributions to the ACT bank account: 102539/0.01.061
Amount Expected Other Details

(indicate currency) Transfer Date and Source of Funding
eg Own Funds, Government, Other

................................... ................................ .....................................................

................................... ................................ .....................................................

2. Contributions direct to an implementing partner:
Implementing Appeal Amount Expected

Partner Component (indicate currency) Transfer Date

............................. .......................... ..........................  ....................

............................. .......................... ..........................  .....................

3. Applications to back donors - Governments, ECHO, etc:
Application Implementing Appeal Amount

Made to Partner Component (indicate currency)

....................... .......................... .......................... ......................

..................... .......................... .......................... ......................


