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Kutacane Sports 
Hall is packed 
with nearly 2,000 
displaced persons 
forced from 
their homes by 
flood waters and 
landslides.
© IOM 2005

Delivering Relief Supplies to Kutacane Flood 
Survivors

IOM staff help stretcher a flood survivor to 
Kutacane Hospital.  © IOM 2005

Landslides and flash floods caused by days of heavy 
rain struck villages south of Kutacane, the district capital 
of Aceh Tenggara on Oct. 18, killing at least 16 people. 
Roughly 3,000 people are homeless. 

Two IOM trucks loaded with 4,000 two-liter bottles of 
water and food supplied by IOM, and non-food items 
including medicine and plastic sheeting provided by the 
World Health Organization and the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
were dispatched from Medan immediately after the 
disaster and arrived in Kutacane on Oct. 21. Five trucks 
loaded with 250 family tents provided by UNHCR and 
a sixth with IOM-supplied mineral water reached the 
site on Oct. 22. The relief supplies were distributed 
to survivors, in collaboration with local authorities and 
NGOs.

A senior IOM staff member participated in a multi-agency road assessment to determine how 
to effectively move aid into the worst-affected areas. “The roads are very narrow and there is a 
lot of mud so it has created a traffic jam of people trying to get to the towns to search for their 
missing family members,” said IOM’s Johanes Suparanto. 

The main hospital in Kutacane is treating 55 patients, he added. “Most of the injuries are 
broken bones,” Suparanto said. 

Kutacane is seven hours by road from Medan, IOM’s logistics hub in support of post-tsunami 
relief and reconstruction efforts in Aceh province. The Organization currently has 96 trucks 
under contract and has offered its transport services to international and domestic agencies 
responding to the floods. Twenty people died and dozens were seriously injured under similar 
circumstances north of Kutacane in late April.
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The injuries to six-year-old 
Suhela’s face required stitches. © 
IOM 2005

As the death toll mounts, homeless and grief-stricken 
flood survivors mourn their losses. © IOM 2005

COUNTER-TRAFFICKING

Top Acehnese Performer Engaged for Counter-Trafficking 
Information Campaign

Musician Rafly is helping 
IOM’s counter-trafficking 
public information campaign. 
© IOM 2005

IOM has engaged one of Aceh’s top musicians to help educate 
the public about counter-trafficking issues as part of a broad 
information campaign linked to the Holy Month of Ramadhan. 

IOM worked with Rafly, Aceh’s best-known singer, to produce 
counter-trafficking public service announcements that are being 
broadcast in both Bahasa Indonesia and Bahasa Aceh up to 35 
times a day for the next two months. Rafly’s albums sell in the 
millions across Indonesia.

IOM designed two PSAs, each targeting young people and the 
general population. The PSAs are broadcast through seven 
radio stations based in Pidie, Bireuen, Langsa, Aceh Barat, 
Aceh Utara, and Banda Aceh. Province-wide coverage started 
last week.

Radio anchors at VISI FM record voiceovers for IOM’s 
public service announcements.  © IOM 2005

A second initiative weaves similar messages and themes into 
popular daily religious radio programming. During Ramadhan, 
most Aceh-based radio stations air special programs featuring 
religious services such as preaching, singing and Qur’an 
recitals. 

Kuliah Tujuh Menit (Seven-Minute Lectures) are Qur’anic 
monologues read by religious leaders produced and broadcast 
by Radio Republik Indonesia across Aceh province. IOM 
and Himpunan Ulama Dayah (Union of the Heads of Islamic 
Boarding Schools) developed scripts for six Kulian Tujuh Menit 
that discuss safe migration, the risks of human trafficking and 
preventive measures from an Islamic perspective.

The show started on Oct. 14, and will be aired three times weekly 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday until Idul Fitri, Nov. 3. The 
broadcast begins seven minutes before the breaking of the fast 
as part of a religious program called Mutiara Ramadhan. The 
ratings are high around this time because of the listeners waiting 
for the signal to break their fast.
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Orphans living in the Kadin barracks, in Banda Aceh, 
break their fast together. © IOM 2005

IOM’s Partner Ulama Preaches against Child Trafficking 
In addition to the broadcast component of the community outreach initiative, around 
40 religious leaders, or ulama, trained as trainers in the IOM-facilitated two-day counter-
trafficking workshop at the end of September returned to their communities in Pidie, Bireuen, 
Aceh Utara, Aceh Besar, Banda Aceh, Langsa and Aceh Barat districts where they started 
engaging in grassroots-level education campaigns.   

On Oct. 21, one of IOM’s partner ulama held a 
preaching session on the theme “Children are Gifts 
from Allah” during a community gathering to break 
the fast at Kadin Barrack, Banda Aceh. Orphans 
and other community members were cautioned 
against child trafficking in particular. 

The earthquake and tsunami of December 26, 
2004 left a new generation of orphans and other 
vulnerable women and children in the region. 
The risk of human trafficking has increased as a 
result of the loss of family members, livelihoods or 
social infrastructure, among the tsunami-affected 
population. IOM’s awareness-raising activities 
are geared towards educating Acehnese people 
about the dangers of human trafficking and 
provide practical information about how to protect 
themselves. 

Counter-Trafficking Activities Expand to Nias 
IOM and its NGO partner, PKPA (Center for Studies and Child Protection), are designing 
information campaign materials including stickers, leaflets, posters and radio PSAs, which 
are appropriate and relevant to the distinct culture of Nias. The predominantly Christian island 
off the coast of North Sumatra was heavily damaged by the March 28 earthquake. 

IOM, in collaboration with PKPA, also held a workshop on mapping trafficking in Nias’ capital, 
Gunung Sitoli, on Oct. 12. Attended by 45 people including community and religious leaders, 
government officials and NGOs, the workshop identified Nias-specific trafficking issues and 
leading agencies within the local government. These agencies will act as the clearing-house 
for all trafficking-related information, provide referrals in case there is a need for assistance, 
and formulate a plan of action to combat human trafficking on the island.

The role has been assumed by the Family Planning and Women’s Empowerment Office in the 
North Nias district government. No decision has been made in South Nias district.

Livelihood Support to Pidie 
Families Begins
Following the successful completion of its 
pilot counter-trafficking livelihood program in 
Bireuen, IOM launched a second livelihood 
program in Peukan Baroe and Rawa, Pidie last 
week. Seven women are currently attending 
one-week training in baking. The livelihood 
program will also provide training in tailoring, 
handicraft- and souvenir production. 

Women in Pidie participate in an IOM-facilitated baking 
course. © IOM 2005
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Mr. Richard Walden (R), President of Operations USA, and  Dr. 
Nenette Motus (L), IOM’s Senior Migration Health Advisor, 

open seven clinics along the west coast of Aceh. © IOM 2005

Dr. Edward O’Rourke (R), an IOM consultant 
from Harvard Medical School, and Dr. Ahmir 
(L), Head of Aceh Barat District Health Office, 
plant a tree to mark the opening of a clinic.
© IOM 2005

HEALTH CARE SERVICES

An inauguration ceremony was held at Alue 
Penyaring SHC on Oct. 19, following the 
completion of seven Operations USA-funded 
SHCs along the tsunami-ravaged West Coast 
of Aceh province. Five SHCs located in Aceh 
Barat and an additional two in Nagan Raya 
were officially opened and handed over to 
Acehnese health authorities, represented 
by Dr. Anjar Asmara, Vice Chairman of Aceh 
Provincial Health Office, Dr. Ahmir, Head of 
Aceh Barat District Health Office, and Dr. 
Hasbih, Head of Nagan Raya District Health 
Office, among others. 

During the ceremony, Dr. Nenette Motus, IOM 
Senior Migration Health Advisor, Mr. Richard 
Walden, Operations USA President and 
Acehnese health officials took turns cutting 
the ribbon. Four fruit-bearing trees were also 
planted as a symbolic gesture to mark the new 
beginning of healthcare services in the region.     

The ceremony was concluded with a graceful 
Acehnese dance performance by local children 
from Alue Penyaring village.  

West Coast Satellite Health Clinics (SHC) Now Open to Patients

A local child in traditional dress greets the 
audience attending a dance performance prior to 

the Aceh Barat clinic openings. 
© IOM 2005
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On the heels of a successful training session for local medical staff on the use of antibiotics 
to treat upper- and lower respiratory tract infections, IOM offered three additional two-day 
courses entitled A Review of Perinatal Maternal Care and Postpartum Hemorrhage, A Review 
of Neonatal Infections, and A Review of Neonatal Resuscitation in Meulaboh, Aceh Barat, 
from Oct. 20 to 21. 

The training benefited 34 health 
professionals, mostly nurses and 
midwives from the region. IOM’s 
partner NGOs such as MSF-Holland 
and Ibu 4 Aceh also attended the 
training as observers. 

IOM’s Community Health 
Revitalization Program is rebuilding 
three puskesmas (sub-district 
health clinic) in Meureboh, Bubon 
and Arongan Lambalik, Aceh Barat 
district. This ECHO-funded program 
also focuses on strengthening the 
capacity of local health professionals 
through basic health training. 

Dr. Edward O’Rourke (R) lectures local medical staff about 
treatments for neonatal infections. © IOM 2005

Community Health Education Continues on Aceh’s West Coast 

More Motorcycles Received by Community Health Staff   
In addition to the first batch of 11 motorcycles donated last month, IOM handed over a further 
18 Chinese-donated motorcycles to Nagan Raya District Health Office in the presence of 
Mr. T. Zukarnaini, Nagan Raya District Head (Bupati) on Oct. 18. Mr. Zukarnaini expressed 
his appreciation for IOM’s continuous support to local health care services. The motorcycles 
will be used by health staff at the puskesmas (sub-district health clinics) and pustus/polindes 
(community health clinics) as well as IOM-built Satellite Health Clinics.   

Patients in remote areas will benefit 
from a historic partnership between 
IOM and Government of Peoples’ 
Republic of China, which donated 
more than 100 Beijing-model 125cc 
motorcycles. 

In Bireuen, Mr. Roberto Simeoni, 
a representative of Cooperazione 
Italiana, handed over ten Honda 
motorcycles and ten mobile phones, 
both paid by Italian Government, to 
staff at Italian-funded Satellite Health 
Clinics (SHC) built by IOM. 

Mr. Simeoni joined Dr. Amren Rahimi, 
Medical Officer for the Bireuen 
District Health Office and his staff for 
an impromptu test-drive around the 
city following the Oct. 9 ceremony.

SHC staff test-drive Italian-donated motorcycles around Bireuen. © IOM 2005
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IOM is continuing to erect homes through the fasting month and recently added several new 
contractors to the project, bringing to 16 the number of local factories producing components 
for the shelter program.

Among the other new initiatives, IOM started building barrack-type units to accommodate the 
staff of the American Red Cross in Calang on Oct. 19. These units include kitchen and water 
and sanitation facilities and will be used as ARC’s operational base in the region.  

The construction of seven temporary schools started in Meulaboh on Oct. 17 on behalf of 
UNICEF. More than 100 schools have been completed to date including roughly three dozen 
in Calang. 

IOM-Public Works joint task force conducted 
an assessment in Singkil, Aceh Singkil district,  
to determine where the shelter needs are and 
whether there is suitable land for building.  The 
task force, established at the end of April 2005, 
identifies promising construction sites, and in 
consultation with IDPs and host communities, 
pairs them with needy communities.   

TRANSITIONAL SHELTER PROGRAM

Sixteen local manufacturers now are producing 
components for IOM’s shelter, clinic and school-
construction projects.    © IOM 2005

CAPACITY BUILDING

Shelter Construction Keeping Pace Around Aceh Province  

IOM and its partner organizations helped the Department of Social Affairs (DinSos) design 
a new registration form needed for Phase Two IDP registration. The form solicits broader 
information on settlement locations, the needs of tsunami victims, intended destination, family 
medical status, housing status and housing assistance received, among others. 

IOM is working with its partners to print 650,000 sets of the registration form by Oct. 23, after 
which DinSos will be ready to begin its three-month registration process.

Between March and the end of August, IOM provided technical assistance to the DinSos 
IDP program that successfully registered 452,000 tsunami-affected people. At the request 
of DinSos, IOM is supporting Phase Two of this critical effort to gather more comprehensive 
information to identify the assistance needs of this vulnerable population.

A New Form Finalized for Phase Two IDP Registration 
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IOM facilitators meet with 
tsunami-affected women 

in Bireuen who wish to set 
up a  cooperative. 

© IOM 2005

LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT PROGRAMME

Supporting Women’s Economic Activities 
As part of the economic empowerment program IOM is undertaking for IDPs, community 
bazaars will be organized at four shelter sites located in Cot Paya, Tingkeum, Gue Gajah and 
Punge Blang Cut, Aceh Besar.  

In addition to a business planning training session IOM organized for roughly 100 women 
in the communities last week, the Organization provided baking training, ovens and all the 
ingredients for the women to start producing cakes and cookies which are extremely popular 
items during Ramadhan. 

Preparations Underway For the Establishment of Cooperatives 
IOM has begun a series of meetings with communities in Bireuen prior to the establishment of 
local savings and loans cooperatives. With the support of local government, IOM’s livelihood 
unit continues to coordinate with key partners such as the Department of Cooperatives (Dinas 
Korperasi) to formulate the best implementation strategies. 

Calang-Area Farmers Advance Skills in Land Preparation  
IOM conducted a two-day agricultural training session in Calang, Aceh Jaya district for 136 
farmers, nine widows and ten students of Islamic boarding school (pesantren). The participants 
learned about modern land preparation techniques, pest control, proper use of fertilizers, 
harvest techniques and post-harvest marketing.  

In Bireuen, the harvesting of crops continues. Demand for chilies is at its peak through the 
fasting month. IOM-assisted farmers made a comfortable profit selling their wares for between 
Rp 17,000 and Rp 38,000 per kilo. The normal local price is roughly Rp 10,000 per kilo.

IOM also continues to distribute emergency relief items in remote areas where aid can 
be scarce. Sugar, flour, margarine and other food items were delivered to 328 displaced 
households in Aceh Tamiang on Oct. 15, 2005. 
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Private donations can be made easily through 
http://iomdonations.kintera.org.

For further information please contact:
   Paul DILLON

   Press Officer

   IOM Banda Aceh
   Tel:  +62 651 741 0690 (office)                           

           +62 812 6988 035 (mobile)
   Fax: +62 651 43554                   

   Email: pdillonaceh@iom.int
 

FUNDS RECEIVED
To date, IOM has received generous contributions for its Indonesia Emergency and Recovery 
Program for Aceh and Nias from the following countries: Australia, Canada, China, European 
Union, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Sweden, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and United States. Other 
contributions have been received from private individuals and NGOs such as the American 
Red Cross. 

TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS

62,022 MT total overland deliveries
Humanitarian relief items distributed for over 100 different organizations

43,155 MT Delivered from Medan to Banda Aceh 

 5,142 MT From Medan to Meulaboh 

9,108 MT From Medan to Nias

696 MT From Medan to Simeulue Island via Pasar Singkil

2,272 MT From Jakarta to Banda Aceh and Meulaboh

1,171 MT From Medan to Bireuen, Pidie, Lhokseumawe and Sigli 

390 MT From Medan to various affected areas in North Sumatra 

88 MT From Medan to Kutacane

Transport of Aid 

NOTE: Cumulative data contained in previous IOM Sitreps was inaccurate. The adjusted figures appear 
this week.


