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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

- A land conflict makes at least five deaths on the Mali-Guinea border 
- Insecurity in Northern Mali and Northern Niger worries ECOWAS 
- Cereal price increase is a threat to food security in West Africa 
- Cholera is dwindling in Senegal and Guinea 
- Signature of an agreement between Mauritania, Senegal and UNHCR for the repatriation of 

Mauritanian refugees 
- Protests against food prices rise make at least one death in Mauritania 
- Some three soldiers are killed and four other reported missing in Northern Niger 
- 21 Cameroonian military are reportedly killed by Nigerian rebels in Bakassi 
- Floods Flash Appeals: the Ghana appeal is funded at 24.7% while the Burkina Faso appeal is 

funded at 2.3% 
 

1- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Clashes on the Mali –Guinea border 
Clashes on the Mali- Guinea border on 6 November are reported to have resulted in six persons killed, 
including 2 Malian gendarmes and many others injured. The conflict originated from land disputes 
between Guineans and Malians living in border areas such as Siradiouba and Dalagoué (Mali), Niani 
and Dalakan (Guinea). Already in July, clashes occurred between border residents causing many 
deaths. The Ministers of Interior and Security of the two countries met on 4 August in Selingué in 
Mali to find a durable solution to the conflict. In a further attempt to resolve the situation, the 
Governor of Sikasso in Mali also met with the Governor of Kankan in Balandougou in Guinea. 
Although these meetings seemed to have resolved the conflict, however, last Tuesday, new clashes 
occurred. Malian regional authorities have dispatched military forces in the area to secure residents 
and their property.   
 
Insecurity in Northern Niger 
Three soldiers were reportedly injured and four missing after clashes opposed Nigerien army and 
Tuareg rebels on 9 November in the northern part of the country. According to a communiqué 
published by the Nigerien Ministry of Defense, clashes broke out after “armed bandits” attacked a 
convoy of vehicles transporting civilians and goods under military escort on the Agadez-Arlit road. 
However, the ‘Mouvement des Nigériens pour la Justice’ (MNJ) denied they attacked civilians, but 
declared they killed 15 military in the fights, captured four others and destroyed military vehicles. The 
MNJ, active since February in Northern Niger, has reportedly kidnapped some 30 soldiers, as they 
demand for people of Tuareg descent better integration in the civil service, the army and the mining 
sector. The 30 soldiers detained hostages are part of a group of 72 military who would have been 
captured on 22 June, in a MNJ-led raid that cost the lives of some 13 soldiers. 
 
ECOWAS is worried by insecurity in Northern Mali and Northern Niger 
The Economic commission of West African States (ECOWAS) has declared its worries about the 
insecurity prevailing in Northern Mali and Northern Niger where rebel groups have been operating for 
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the past months. According to an announcement issued at the conference on regional security that 
gathered on 12 and 13 November ministers of foreign affairs from the 15 ECOWAS in Burkina Faso’s 
capital Ouagadougou, the economic commission firmly condemned kidnappings of people, circulation 
of weapons, drug trafficking and the use of land mines. They do “not only pose great risk to the 
civilian population but also constitute an obstacle to the security and development of the areas and the 
sub-region,” the document underlines.  
 
Violent protests against price rise in Mauritania 
One person was shot dead and a gendarme seriously injured during the violent protests sparked on 7 
November by the rise of cereals and petroleum products prices in Djiguenni near the border with Mali. 
Another protester was reportedly killed in Kankossa at 75 kilometers from Kiffa in southern 
Mauritania. There are reports of protest marches on 6 November in Kiffa and Nema. On 12 november, 
shops were looted and burnt down during a protest march against price rise in Zouerate, in the south of 
the country. A peaceful movement organised by students was joined by bystanders and it grew into 
looting of shops, and two of them were burnt down in the city centre before the march was dispersed 
by the army. The Mauritanian government announced on 9 November social measures including the 
distribution of 6,600 tonnes of cereals and the creation of a special fund of more than 29 million US 
dollars to subsidize the measures. 
 
21 Cameroonian military killed by Nigerian rebels in Bakassi  
A total of 21 Cameroonian soldiers were killed and six other injured on 12 November in an armed 
attack reportedly led by Nigerian rebel pirates in Bakassi, the potentially oil-rich peninsula that 
Nigeria  officially handed over to Cameroon in August 2006. The attack was led against a 
Cameroonian military position known as “groupement operationnel centre” by surprise. According to 
a military source relayed by international media, Cameroonian soldiers who took their assailants for 
mere civilians abided by the agreements of free circulation of goods and people. A score of assailants 
had reportedly died in the response of Cameroonian military. In a communiqué published on 14 
November, Cameroonian presidency denounced a barbarian act that undermines the climate of serenity 
that has been prevailing on the peninsula since the beginning of Nigerian Forces retreat in August 
2006. 
 
2  HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
2.1 Food security and nutrition 
 
Cereals price rise threatens food security in West Africa 
The 2007/2008 cereal productions for countries within the Inter States Permanent Committee for 
Drought Control in Sahel (CILSS) are expected to reach some 15 million tonnes. According to a 
consultation of technicians held from 29 to 31 October in Senegal’s Dakar, the agricultural production 
equals that of 2006/2007, and it is 17% higher than the last five years’ average. However, in a bulletin 
published on 7 November, the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) indicated that a weak global 
production of wheat has caused a generalised increase of cereal prices, in addition to an increase of 
fuel prices (with impact on transportation costs). 
  
Countries like Mauritania and Senegal depend more on the international market rather than their own 
agricultural production. With a local production that can only feed 30% of its population, Mauritania 
depends on the world market to be supplied on wheat that has known 75% increase this year (going 
from 200 US dollars per tonne to 365 US dollars), according to the Famine Early Warning System 
Network (FEWSNET). In Senegal and Mauritania, authorities have taken measures such as temporary 
cut of import tariffs on certain imported products to face inflation. 
 
Senegal, Mauritania and Northern Nigeria have known poor harvest of millet, sorghum and maize 
which are the main cereals grown in the region, while in Guinea Bissau rice import may be a problem, 
with a 40% rise compared to last year, according to World Food Programme (WFP). Experts fear that 
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a significant production decrease in Nigeria causes a serious crisis that will affect the region. The 
increase of prices of basic needs may compromise food security for the most vulnerable.  
 
2.2 Protection and movement of populations  
Signature of the tripartite agreement between Mauritania, Senegal and UNHCR   
Mauritania, Senegal and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
have signed on 12 November in Mauritania’s capital Nouakchott an agreement defining the legal 
framework for the return of 24,000 refugees from Senegal. The three parties have committed 
themselves to take necessary measures for the success of the repatriation and the reinsertion of 
refugees. Initially scheduled to start in October, repatriation operations will not be launched before 
December.  
 
According to UNHCR, 12,600 refugees have already expressed their desire to return to Mauritania as 
soon as possible. UNHCR plans to assist 2,000 Mauritanian refugees to go home by end of 2007, and 
the rest in 2008. More than 50,000 black Mauritanians were expelled to Senegal mainly, during inter-
ethnic clashes that happened between 1989 and 1991. Some 24,000 still live with their families in 
areas along the Senegal River that separates the two countries.  
 
Informing refugees about local integration  
UNHCR and its partners are pursuing information activities on the integration of Liberian and Sierra- 
Leonean refugees in Guinea Forestiere, notably in the prefectures of Lola, Macenta, Guéckedou, 
Nzérékoré, Yomou and Kissidougou. A joint mission was fielded on 2 November by UNHCR, 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) and other partners in Macenta, to 
assess the space identified for the construction of accommodations of refugees that will be integrated 
in the area. On 30 September 2007, 22,217 refugees were living on the Guinean territory including 
12,433 Liberians, 5,416 Sierra Leonean and 4,313 Ivorian people.  

2.3 Health  

Cholera is dwindling in Senegal and Guinea 
Senegal – The Cholera epidemic has known a serious decrease since the third week of October with 
404 cases reported, and only 259 cases for the last week. In fact in the first week of October, a total of 
539 cholera cases have been registered, a number that would reach 588 in the second week. On 28 
October, 3,178 cholera cases were reported in Senegal including 19 deaths, which is a mortality rate of 
0.6%. Cholera is an acute intestinal infection caused by a bacteria called Vibrio cholerae. The disease 
is transmitted through water or contaminated food. Sudden outbreaks are often caused by a 
contaminated water source. 
 
According to World Health Organisation (WHO) in Senegal, cholera epidemics often start in big cities 
such as Capital city Dakar or Touba, a religious city located in the region of Diourbel, in the centre of 
the country. The 2005 cholera epidemic that made 29,363 cases and 418 deaths started in the outskirts 
of Dakar. It rapidly spread into the other parts of the country after a religious gathering known as 
Magal of Touba, and it was fuelled by floods that affected the big cities that year. 
 
In 2007, the epidemic started in Touba in February. The main triggering factor would be frequent 
water shortage in Touba which is an attracting point to numerous people who settle in the outskirts of 
the city where hygiene conditions are trifling. That massive movement of people to Touba entails a 
deficit of clean drinking water while it is proven that disorderly and lawless connections can 
contaminate water supplying. 
 
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) has disbursed  US$26,000 from 
its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to reinforce information campaigns on cholera prevention 
initiated by Senegalese Red Cross in regions the most affected and at higher risk (Diourbel, Louga, 
Saint Louis, Dakar and Fatick). The Senegalese Red Cross will continue to work with the Ministry of 
Health to set up social mobilisation activities, identify suspect cases and refer them to heath structures, 
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distribute Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS), disinfectants and other products to limit the spread of the 
disease. 
 
Guinea – From 22 to 28 October 2007, 214 persons contracted cholera across the country and seven 
among them lost their lives. So, there were 132 cases fewer than the previous weeks, with 59 fewer 
cases in Guinea’s capital Conakry; and no new cases were reported in Guéckedou and Boffa areas in 
the last week of October. Most areas across the country saw the epidemic dwindling, except Dubréka 
with 39 cases and one death, and Kindia with 39 cases and two deaths. From the beginning of the year 
to the end of October, a total of 7,834 cholera cases were registered and 282 persons died of the 
disease. However, the Ministry of Public Heath continues hygiene and sanitation information 
campaigns and the disinfection of schools.  

In terms of support to response, Canada has allocated 260 millions Guinean Francs (about US$62,000) 
through the Integrated Epidemiological Surveillance Support Project (ESSP), and UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) has assisted in solutes and bleach water. The UN Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) has allocated US$699,080 to Guinea to assist in controlling the cholera epidemic. An amount 
of US$400,180 will be used to finance World Health Organisation (WHO) projects and US$288,900 
will fund UNICEF projects. The Archdiocese of Conakry has made a donation in drugs amounting 50 
million Guinean Francs (about US$12,000). 
 
Liberia faces acute doctor shortage 
The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare has again warned of the acute shortage of trained doctors 
and other skilled medical personnel, and the danger this shortage poses for socioeconomic recovery in 
Liberia. The Ministry estimated that the country needs at least 1,200 doctors compared to its current 
strength of 120 doctors (of which 58% are foreign doctors working with medical NGOs, the UN or 
other institutions.  Some estimates put the current doctor-patient ratio at one doctor for 50,000 
patients. The need for other medical personnel (nurses, physician assistants, midwives, laboratory 
technicians and carers) is also great in many parts of the country. 
 
Health authorities believe that poor incentives and low production of local doctors and other health 
personnel by the country’s only medical school are key factors responsible for the shortage of health 
personnel. The medical school graduates a dozen doctors yearly, and with some earning as low as US$ 
30 per month (one of the lowest salaries in the sub-region) they are eager to go sell their expertise in 
western countries. In order to address some of these concerns in the short term, the Government is 
instituting several measures, among which is an increase in the salaries of doctors and improving 
conditions at the only medical school to increase the number of medical graduates.  

2.4 Natural disasters/Floods  

More than 800 000 people are affected by floods in 14 West African countries: Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, the Gambia, Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire, Togo, Sierra Leone, Benin, 
Guinea and Ghana.  
 
-In Ghana, one the most affected countries with 332 000 persons affected, the Government has 
disbursed about US$6 million to assist flood victims. The United Nations and partners have equally 
brought assistance to the affected. On 1 December will be launched another emergency operation of 
five months implemented by the World Food Programme (WFP) in order to assist in food 75,000 
people including 10,000 pregnant and nursing women and malnourished children under five years. 
Non governmental organisations such as Care International, Concern Universal, Pro Net North, and 
Plan Ghana have brought their support to flood victims in kind as well as in cash. 
 
-In Burkina Faso where some 93,000 people were affected by floods, the United Nations System and 
its partners have mobilised a total contribution amounting US$251,969 from Ireland, Norway and Italy 
that allowed providing affected people with 244 tents, 4000 jerry cans and 5000 mosquito nets. The 
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material that was handed over to the Ministry of Social Action and National Solidarity on 5 October, 
was entirely distributed to beneficiaries. 
 
For more information about  floods in West Africa, please visit the following: 
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=10305 et 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=FL-2007-000141-NGA&rc=1  
 
3 RESOURCE MOBILISATION  
 
- The United Nations grant US$1 million of aid to Guinea 
The United Nations have granted emergency humanitarian aid worth US$1,051,955 to Guinea, to fight 
the cholera epidemic and people affected by floods that recently occurred in the country. The funds are 
from the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) created in March 2006 and 
administered by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and 
they will be used to fund projects in the sectors of health, water, hygiene and sanitation as well as food 
security. 
 
WHO will receive US$400,180 to control the spread of the cholera epidemic and protect 60,000 
people in Conakry, Coyah, Dubréka, Forécariah, Kindia, Télimelé, Boké, Boffa, Fria and Guéckédou. 
A total of US$288,900 will fund UNICEF for the disinfection of water and the information on hygiene 
and sanitation good practices, a project that will benefit some 975,000 households. And in order to 
assist in seeds for market gardening and farming tools 3200 households victims of floods in Mamou, 
Dabola and Dinguiraye, FAO has been funded up to US$362,875. 
 
Humanitarian organisations are trying to raise US$5.9 million for flood victims in Burkina Faso  
On 26 October, the United Nations and partner NGOs launched an appeal for US$5.6 million in order 
to assist over 93,000 flood victims for six months in Burkina Faso. The money will be directed to 
agriculture, health prevention, education, house rehabilitation activities. Governmental institutions, the 
United Nations, non-governmental organisations and Burkina Faso Red Cross will implement the 
projects. 
 
The Burkina Faso appeal has received its first contribution. Canada has contributed US$140,000 to 
fund UNICEF projects: US$40,000 for immunization of flood affected populations, US$40,000 for 
safety water supply, basic sanitation and hygiene, and US$60,000 for provision of emergency nutrition 
services for flood victims in 11 of 13 affected regions. The Canadian contribution equals 2.3% of 
Burkina Faso flash appeal. However, the US$10 million appeal launched on 4 October by the United 
nations and partners to assist over 75,000 flood victims in Ghana, has been funded up to 24,7%. Ghana 
is one the most affected countries with 332,000 victims. 
 
Liberia 2007 CHAP Mid-Year Review launched by Government and UN  
The Mid Year Review of the 2007 Common Humanitarian Action Plan for Liberia (CHAP) was 
launched in Monrovia on 6 November 2007. During the launch, Liberian Minister of Health and 
Social Welfare appealed to donors to provide the US$ 64 million needed to address remaining 
humanitarian needs in the country. The Mid-Year Review revealed that the strategic priorities in 
humanitarian assistance for Liberia remained the same. Those are among other things, to provide basic 
social services to vulnerable populations and strengthen the capacity of civil society and local 
authorities to support the recovery process.  Launched in February 2007 by the Government, UN and 
NGOs, the CHAP sought to raise US$ 117 million for humanitarian assistance in Liberia.  The Mid-
Year Review in July 2007 revised the CHAP requirements to US$ 110 million. To date, US$ 46 
million has been raised for humanitarian projects in the 2007 CHAP.  
 
- West Africa 2007 CAP funded at 52.4% 
The Consolidated Appeal for West Africa was funded up to 52.4 % as of 19 November 2007. The 
humanitarian organisations still need more than US$175 million to meet the needs of the vulnerable 
populations affected by the crises prevailing in the sub-region.  
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Table of 2007 CAP funding level per theme (as of 19 November 2007) 

 Themes Requests in  
US $ 

Funding in  
US $ % Pledges in  

US $ 
Food security and Nutrition  147,048,198 61,122,762 42% 1,315,789
Health Emergencies  19,416,005 7,504,023 39% 0
Protection /Movement of  populations 184,475,087 111,351,648 60% 0
Trans-thematic 9 764 017 3 038 210 31% 0
Theme not yet specified 0 2,199,790 0% 0

Overall Total: 360,703,307 185,216,433 52.4% 1,315,789

 
For more information on the 2007 CAP  funding, please refer to  www.reliefweb.int/fts . The direct 
link for information concerning the CAP West Africa: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

Date  Events Where  Who  
7-11 November 
and 
13-17 November 

Training of ECOWAS emergency response 
teams  

Accra ECOWAS 

7-10 November Regional Forum on food sovereignty Niamey ROPPA 
7-8 November Donors’ round table conference for Guinea 

Bissau 
Geneva UN  

11-19 November SPHERE Trainers’ training course  Dakar SPHERE Project 
and IFRC regional 
delegation 

16-17 November Sub-regional conference on Peace, Security and 
Confidence Building in the Mano River space 

Conakry Host: Government 
of Guinea, 
Facilitators: 
UNOWA/DPA, 
HCR, 
UNDP/BCPR 

20 November Regional launching of the United Nations’ 
study on child abuse               

Dakar UNICEF 

28 November Coordination Meeting of the Regional Working 
Group Health  

OCHA RO 
Dakar 

Hosted by OCHA 
Chaired by WHO 

30 November Global launching of consolidated fund calls by 
the United Nations Secretary General  

NY-
Geneva 

UN 

1 December Coordination Meeting of the Working Group 
Food Security and Nutrition 

UNICEF 
Regional 
Office, 
Dakar 

Hosted by OCHA 
Chaired by 
UNICEF 

4-8 December Workshop on the directives and  principles of 
internal displacement.  

Abidjan OCHA Côte 
d’Ivoire  

4-6. December ALNAP Bi-annual meeting  
 

Dakar  
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6-8 December Global Meeting on bird flu  Bamako UNSIC 
6-8 February Regional workshop on the protection of the 

civil populations  
Dakar OCHA 

 
 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on 
the humanitarian situation in the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to  IRIN : 
www.irinnews.org  
 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in 
West Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly report, please Mr. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org or 
Katy Thiam at thiamk@un.org  
 

NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee 
the accuracy of the reports mentioned in the document.  

[End] 


