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Key Messages
Food access is difficult for poor households, due to high and volatile prices.

Armed clashes continue to affect food security conditions, while concerned agencies have major problems reaching 
population in need of assistance.

An estimated 7.2 million are reported food insecure with concerned agencies highlighting a severe and alarming problem of 
hunger in the long term.

UN agencies do not have sufficient funding to assist the population.

Background
In Yemen total population was 23,053 million with an annual growth rate of 2%; although rural population was 72%, agricultural 
contribution to GDP was 14%; 32% of the population was reported as undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 23053462

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 2210

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 17%

Rural population - 2006 (WB) 72%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2003 (WB) 14%

Prices

The food, fuel and financial crises have resulted in a significant 
increase in poverty. Food insecurity is widespread and the 
vulnerability of families will increase as rapid devaluation of the 
Yemeni Riyal further impacts purchasing power of families with 
cereal imports accounting for 80% of consumption 
requirements, food prices are high and volatile.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 32%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 59%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 46%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 61

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 66%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years n.a.

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Security situation remains unstable and access to the most 
affected areas remains difficult. Since the ceasefire agreement 
in February 2010, some sporadic tribal clashes and disputes in 
Sa’ada and Al-Jawf Governorates and in Harf Sufyan district of 
Amran Governorate have been reported. The Government 
currently estimates that there are 350,000 displaced people 
throughout the conflict-affected governorates of Hajjah, Amran, 
Sa’ada, Al-Jawf and Sana’a. The population is in dire need of 
lifesaving humanitarian assistance, while shortfalls in funding 
have forced humanitarian agencies to significantly reduce their 
activities and relief assistance. The 2010 Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan (YHRP) received funding for only 21% (US$ 37 
million) of its plan of action. WFP could reach only 14% of the 
planned 3.2 million people; moreover, since the beginning of 
March, WFP had to reduce food rations and risks to suspend 
food emergency programmes after Jun.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 96655 195080 241000

Total outside the country 1717 78952 102250

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-05-01 Aden 1/3

Earthquake 2010-02-13 AdenProvince 1/3

Flood 2010-05-05 Sanaa 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

http://lprapp08.fao.org:8080/fenix-web/fenix/Fenix.html?openProjectDataset=382028260
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http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/index.jsp
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Vegetation Condition

At the beginning of the rainy season, normal vegetation 
conditions are observed for the major part of the country. The 
general indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the 
relative difference between the NDVI for April 2010 and the 
average of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural 
zones derived from the GLOBCOVER land cover database 
(2005).

Source: JRC MARS â€“ FoodSec

Food Security Situation

WFP estimated the number of food insecure people at 6.8 
million of which 2.5 million severely food insecure are located in 
Rayma, Amran, Addaleh and Ibb Districts. According to IFPRI, 
the total number would reach 7.2 million if all governorates were 
included. GIEWS reports severe localized food insecurity in the 
short term while WFP and IFPRI describe high and alarming 
levels of hunger in the long term.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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Yemen is not covered by FEWSNET. FEWSNET coverage is 
limited 14 African countries 1 Caribbean (Haiti) and 1 Central Asia 
(Afghanistan). Food security status is given for different parts of 
the country in each case.

FEWSNET

SCALE OF HUNGER

Very high 
hunger (>= 
35% 
undernour.)

Moderately 
high hunger 
(20-34% 
undernour.)

Moderately 
low hunger 
(10-19% 
undernour.)

Very low 
hunger (5-9
% 
undernour.)

Extremely 
low hunger 
(<5% 
undernour.)

WFP/2009 
Hunger Map

Extremely 
alarming

Alarming Serious Moderate Low IFPRI/2009 
GHI

Food Balance Sheet

The 2009 cereal production was estimated at about 675,000 
tonnes, 5% lower than 2008 production and about 28% below 
the 2007 bumper crop. This result was mainly due to late and 
erratic seasonal rains. Total cereal import requirements in 2010 
marketing year (Jan/Dec) are estimated at about 3.4 million 
tonnes compared to record 3.75 million tonnes in 2009.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

WFP plans to launch a targeted emergency food safety net 
during the hunger season (May-October) for the 1.7 million 
most severely food insecure, to complement assistance 
provided by the Social Welfare Fund. But the prolonged political 
crisis has significantly limited Government's ability to provide 
basic services and there is no funding for this programme. 
Starting in May, this will leave 1.7 million people without support.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Relief assistance (WFP).

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

YEMEN: Ongoing violence in north hinders IDP returns
YEMEN: Paying girls is paying off for school attendance
YEMEN: Fatal clashes strain Saada ceasefire
YEMEN: Amnesty welcomed, but “not enough”
YEMEN: More women benefiting from antenatal health care

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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