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NIGERIA Food Security Update  May 2009

� Household food security is generally stable across the 
country owing to continued high market supplies in 
urban and rural markets and improved agricultural labor 
opportunities due to the surge in agricultural activities. 
As the hunger season progresses in the South, access to 
food among poor households is constrained by 
diminishing household food reserves and unseasonably 
high prices of gari, a staple food for the poor.  
 

� Rainfall performance has been generally favorable in the 
southern part of the country where the season started in 
March. According to Nigerian Meteorological Agency’s 
forecast, the season is expected to start in late May in 
North Central and in early July in the Far North. In the 
states of Edo, Delta, Rivers and Imo in the southeast, 
heavy rainfall led to water logging and leaching of soil 
nutrients. If flooding resumes during the next dekad, 
maize, cassava, and yam crops could be seriously 
threatened. 

 
� The prices of food commodities remain stable owing to 

high food availability in local and urban markets. Most 
cereal prices are higher than the nominal five-year 
average but lower than last year’s prices, a year known 
for its food price crisis. Widespread fuel scarcity and high fuel prices has resulted in high transport cost and high cereal 
prices in major southern markets, such as Mile 12 in Lagos state. Coupled with a sharp rise in the prices of gari, a basic 
staple food for the poor, the high food price in the south is making access to food via markets increasingly difficult for 
poor households. 

 
Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 1. Estimated current food security conditions, 
April to June, 2009.  

 
 
 
 
 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, 
please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale

Source: FEWS NET
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Food Security Overview 
 
Food security conditions are generally favorable across the country despite the onset of the hunger season in the South and 
as it approaches in the North. The favorable conditions are the result of continued high supplies of foodstuffs on the 
markets, coupled with good labor opportunities as agricultural activities pick up speed. In the States of Oyo, Osun, Lagos, 
Imo, and Rivers, some market supplies of gari and yam are low, coupled with low household food reserves. In these areas, 
poor households will have to resort to the market for their food needs before the peak of the hunger season, and access to 
yam and cassava will be constrained by high prices caused by low stocks and high demand. This makes the hunger season 
more difficult than usual in these areas.  
 
Southern Nigeria 
 
Most households still depend on household food stocks to meet their food needs, though stocks in poor households are 
now near exhaustion. The poor supplement consumption with seasonal crops such as cocoyam and bread fruit. Fish is the 
major source of protein for poor households, though access to fish on the markets is constrained by both low availability 
and high prices at this time of the year. Demand for seasonal labor is high at this period of the year, however, and many 
households are taking advantage of the opportunities to raise money which is used to buy food. These sources of food and 
cash are not likely to be sufficient to fill the gap in food reserves.  
 
Household food security conditions are particularly constrained in some southern states such as Oyo and Ogun, Lagos, Imo, 
and Rivers due to the combination of diminishing food reserves in poor households and high prices for gari on local 
markets. Gari is the primary staple food for poor households, production deficits due to excessive flooding in 2008 continue 
to have an impact on the retail price of gari, which was NGN 126 in May 2008, compared to last May’s nominal price of 
NGN 64. Typical substitution options such as yams and maize are gradually diminishing as market supplies of staple foods 
fall and prices rise. As a result, most poor households in these areas will be moderately food insecure before July.  
 
Northern Nigeria 
 
In the North, most households have now finished preparing their land in anticipation to the onset of the rainy season. Poor 
households are raising the financial resources needed for planting and cultivation. The resources will be used to buy seeds, 
fertilizer and pay wages of agricultural laborers. Major sources of cash for poor households at this time of year are 
agricultural labor, remittances, and the sale of own production. Agricultural labor demand has been high across the country 
since March with the resumption of agricultural activities such as land preparation and planting. The youngest household 
members are now receiving cash for working the land of medium and rich households. The resources are used for buying 
food. 
 
According to FEWS NET field enumerators in southern parts of Kaduna state in North central, households are now selling 
part of their remaining stocks of millet, sorghum, and maize in local markets at retail prices, which is normal for this time of 
the year. The resources are used for buying seeds and fertilizer. Coupled with high market supplies, the arrival of sorghum, 
millet, and maize stocks is contributing to stabilize cereal prices in the North.  
 
As the rainy season draws near in the North, demand for inputs is high. Most poor farmers cannot afford to buy fertilizer in 
the open markets because of the high cost. A 50 kg bag of fertilizer cost NGN 5,000 in April compared to 4,500 in February. 
Under the government input subsidy program, a 50 kg bag of fertilizer is sold at NGN 1,700 in Yobe in the North East, as 
opposed to NGN 4,500 on the open market. Access to subsidized fertilizer is, however, constrained by late deliveries, and 
scarcity, as the program only supports one-third of nationwide needs. Most farmers will resort to the open market to buy 
low-quality fertilizer in order to meet their needs.  
 
The meningitis outbreak, which killed 2,148 out of 47,902 cases as of the first week of May, has waned owing to concerted 
efforts by government and its partners in controlling the disease.  
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Seasonal Progress 
 
Rainfall performance has been generally favorable in the southern part 
of the country where the season started in March. According to the 
Nigerian Meteorological Agency, NIMET, normal to above normal 
rainfall was received in most parts of the South, except few states such 
as Oyo which received light to normal rains. The highest amounts of 
rainfall were received in Ikom, Cross River State, and Umuahia, Abia 
state, where 300 and 195 mm fell in 6 days during the first dekad of 
May. Reports from FEWS NET field enumerators indicate that maize, 
cassava, and yam crops are developing normally in the South as a result 
of the good meteorological conditions.  
 
The map showed that most of the south received significant rains during 
the first decade of May (Figure 3). The rainfall provided sufficient 
moisture to sustain crop growth throughout the south, and crop water 
requirements are met throughout the south as depicted by the Water 
Requirements Satisfaction Index for maize (WRSI) (Figure 4).  
 
Rainfall was particularly abundant in the southeast in Ogun, Abia, and 
Cross River. The heavy rains led to water logging and leaching of soil 
nutrients, as well as limited damages on cassava, maize, and yam crops, 
and some disruptions of agricultural activities. The damage to crops is 
limited, and no significant yield reduction is expected as a result. 
However, if flooding resumes during the next dekad, maize, cassava, 
and yam crops could be seriously threatened. Farmers are trying to 
minimize further crop damages by building dykes in order to protect 
their farms. 
 
The 2009 growing season has not yet started in the North. According to 
NIMET forecast, the season is expected to start in late May in the North 
Central and in early July in the Far North. However the North Central 
received its first pre-season rains in early April, followed by sporadic 
rains during the first dekad of May. As of mid-May, most farmers have 
planted, though the season has not yet officially started. Planting prior 
to the official start of season puts farmers at an increased risk of failure 
of the first sowing, upon which they are forced to resort to the market 
to buy new seeds. This may result in the use of poor quality seeds and 
declines in agricultural production. It is important that these crops 
receive sufficient rain during the second dekad of May in order to 
develop properly.  
 
Pastoral Conditions 
 
In pastoral areas in southern states, such as Northern Oyo, the onset of 
the rainy season resulted in increased water and fodder availability and 
improved animal body conditions. Northern pastoralists who migrated 
south in March and April are waiting to return until June and July, when 
northern pastures improve and excessive rainfall in the south promotes 
the spread of pests such as Tsetse flies. Pastoralists who did not migrate 
to the south have moved near river banks and grazing reserves in the 
Lac Chad area in northeast Borno state, northern Kebbi, and Sokoto 
state.  
 

Figure 2. Total Rainfall Estimate (RFE) first 
dekad May, 2009.  

 

Figure 3. Anomaly total RFE/average, first 
dekad May 2009. 

 

Figure 3. Water Requirement Satisfaction 
Index for maize, May 10, 2009. 

 
Source: USGS 
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An outbreak of a livestock disease called Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR) in Borno and Yobe in the northeast has become a 
major concern for the state government and pastoral households. The government is planning to start a vaccination 
program and quarantine services at the borders with Niger and Chad Republic to control the spread of the disease. 
 
 
Markets and Trade  
 
Widespread fuel scarcity and high fuel cost are raising concern over transport cost and the impacts of the current fuel crisis 
on poor household food security. The cost for transporting a 100-kg bag of cereal from northern Sokoto to Kano rose by 66 
percent when compared to last year in May. The impact of high transportation cost on cereal prices has not been assessed 
yet; however, it is likely to push cereal prices upward in the cereal deficit areas of the south and to a lesser extent in the 
north.  
 
If the problem persists, the high cost of cereal crops such as maize, sorghum could reduce substitution options for poor 
households, making access to food more difficult than usual in areas where the prices of gari and yams are already high, 
such as Oyo and Ogun. After sharp increases in previous months, the prices of all major cereal crops stabilized in April in 
northern Nigerian markets such as Dawanu in Kano State, Saminaka in Kaduna State, and Dandume in Katsina State. They 
remain higher than the five-year average but lower than last year’s nominal April prices.  
 
Nominal retail maize prices range from NGN 40 at Saminaka market to NGN 48 at Guiwa market in Kaduna; maize prices are 
10 and four percent higher than their three-year average. In previous months, maize prices are 20 percent above their 
three-year average in these markets. Price increases for maize were moderate in April due to the combined downward 
pressures of the arrival of new maize from off-season harvests and low industrial and household demand. Additional 
supplies significant enough to prompt a decline in maize prices will reach the markets later in June as farmers release part 
of their stock in order to buy agricultural inputs following the start of the growing season in the north. 
 
Major maize producing areas such the Lac Chad area, in northeast Borno and northern Sokoto area in Sokoto State have 
been supplying northern markets such as Saminaka, Gombe, and Guiwa in the North Central part of the country. Major 
industries are not buying significant quantities of maize because they have replenished most of their stocks. In Dawanu 
market the wholesale price of maize is NGN 4,600 per 100 kg bag, which is 21 percent higher than the nominal five-year 
average price of April. The high maize prices observed in the southern Ibadan market are 23 percent above the nominal 
five-year average for April due to tight supply following last year’s production shortages combined with high transport costs 
when maize is transported from north to south. 
 
Household millet consumption is mainly restricted to the far north, the area bordering Niger and Chad Republic. The low 
millet demand has forced traders to maintain millet stocks to sell later when prices could be high in July and August. Millet 
prices should have dropped due to high production, high carry-over stocks from the 2007 harvest, and low demand, but 
millet prices increased moderately between March and April. Increased transport cost between markets is the expected 
driver of this price behavior, though further analysis is needed. Millet prices are about 25 percent above the nominal five-
year average in Kaura and Dandume markets, two far northern markets where household millet consumption is high.  
 
Sorghum prices are very high when compared to the nominal five-year average in most major cereal markets. In Saminaka, 
Guiwa and Dandume, nominal sorghum retail prices are also between 37 and 65 percent above the nominal three-year 
average. The nominal wholesale price is 40 percent above the five-year average for April in Dawanu market. Sorghum prices 
are about the same as last year’s nominal prices in April, when staple food prices sharply increased. Sorghum prices were 
seasonably low in October due to the arrival of sorghum in the markets in November following harvest. Since then, high 
industrial and household demand has exerted an upward pressure on prices. In major cereal markets such as Dawanu in 
Kano, and Mile 12 in Lagos, traders’ speculation contributed to increased prices. 
 
All monitored markets registered increases in cowpea prices from March to April. The price of this highly traded staple has 
been high since harvest due low supply following import restrictions from Niger Republic and high demand both from 
industries, which use cowpea as a raw material, and households, which used cowpea extensively during the holiday period 
in November and December. The retail prices of cowpea range between NGN 95 and NGN 113 in Dandume, Saminaka, and 
Bodija markets; these prices between 55 and 79 percent above the nominal five-year average for April.  
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Extremely high gari prices continue to be reported in Oyo and Osun States in the North West. Data from field enumerators 
show continuing price rises for the month of April. The average price per 100 kg bag of gari in April 2009 was NGN 103, 
which is 110 percent above the nominal five-year average. 
 
Since the North central received its first significant seasonal rains in early May, farmers have been shifting from fruit and 
vegetable cultivation to farming of major crops such as sorghum, millet, and maize. As a result, vegetable and fruit supply is 
diminishing in the urban and local markets, pushing vegetable and fruit prices upward. In the Sates of Niger and Kaduna, 
the basket of pepper, tomato, and onion were selling at NGN 1,300 now sell for NGN 1,500. However, vegetable prices will 
drop in July when the rain fed vegetable harvest begins. 
 
Food prices are likely to increase as the peak of the lean season draws near. In addition to lower market stocks and low 
household food reserves expected during the hunger season, the high cost of fuel could also further increase food prices. 
However price levels are not expected in any event to be as high as last year. 
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ANNEX: Nigeria Monthly Price Bulletin May 2009
�

Monthly�prices�are�supplied�by�FEWS�NET�enumerators,�local�government�
agencies,�market�information�systems,�UN�agencies,�NGOs,�and�other�
network�and�private�sector�partners.�

Sorghum,� maize,� millet,� cowpea,� gari� (fermented� cassava�
starch),�and�rice�are�all�found�in�Nigerian�markets.�Sorghum,�
millet�and�maize�are�widely�consumed�by�most�households,�
but� especially� in� the� north,� and� are� used� by� various�
industries.�Maize�is�mainly�used�by�the�poultry�industry�as�a�
raw�material� for� feed�while� sorghum� is�used�by�breweries�
for�producing�beverages.�Sorghum�and�millet�are�important�
for�households�in�the�north,�particularly�the�border�markets�
where�millet�is�also�heavily�traded�with�Niger.�Gari�is�widely�
consumed� by� households� in� the� south� and� some� in� the�
north.� Rice� is� produced� and� consumed� throughout� the�
country.�The�north� is�a�major�production�and�consumption�
area� for� cowpea� which� flows� to� the� south� for� use� by�
households� and� food� processing� industries.� Ilela,�Maidua,�
and� Damasak� are� all� critical� cross�border� markets� with�
Niger.�Saminaka,�Guiwa,�Dandume,�and�Kaura�are�important�
grain�markets� in� the�north,�which�are� interconnected�with�
the�Dawanu�market,� the� largest�wholesale�market� in�West�
Africa,�and�some�southern�markets�such�as�Bodija�in�Ibadan.�
Millet,� sorghum,�maize,� and� cowpea� are� among� the�most�
important� cereals� traded� at� Dawanu,� while� cassava� and�
some�cereals�are�traded�with�Bodija.���
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The�Dawanu�Market�in�Kano�(wholesale�prices)�
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