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Current issues 

162 disasters in 2009 
The Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil 
Defense (CoES) reports that Tajikistan was hit by 
162 disasters during the first nine months of 2009. 
Forty-four people perished and the damage incurred 
is estimated at $ 22 million. Close to 40,000 ha of 
cultivated land was affected. While the spring floods 
and mudflows caused the worst destruction, 
calamities also included earthquakes, avalanches, 
mudslides and epidemics. 

For more information: jjk@list.ru 

 

________________________________________ 

Response activities 

360 volunteers trained on rights in disasters  

Over the last four months, CoES and Oxfam have 
trained 360 volunteers on the human rights of 
disaster victims in 36 villages in Kulyab and 
surrounding districts, about 150 km south-east of 
Dushanbe. The training sessions helped to make 
communities aware of their rights and the legal 
obligations of government and other stakeholders to 
provide services and protection when disasters 
occur. The program included practical information 
on entitlements and contact lists; communities were 
exhorted to prepare for and respond to emergency 
situations such as fires, floods and earthquakes. 

Community mobilizers, CoES trainers and Oxfam 
experts trained 10 members of the Village 

Emergency Groups in each village, up to half of 
them women. The volunteers were selected by the 
community and had already taken part in other 
trainings, including first aid and disaster risk 
reduction planning. Each participant will, in turn, 
share the acquired knowledge and skills with at 
least five other members of the community. 

 

Training session on human rights in Temurmalik | Oxfam 

The trainings were part of Oxfam’s Disaster Risk 
Reduction program, funded by the European 
Commission Humanitarian aid Office (ECHO). 

For more information: maliberdieva@oxfam.org.uk 

  
More Afghan refugees flee to Tajikistan 
Over the past few years, more than 4,000 Afghans 
have sought refuge in neighboring Tajikistan, 
according to the United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR). Though there has been a 
continuous inflow of refugees, the number of people 
crossing the border to flee the insecurity at home 
has been steadily increasing in 2009. While 1,361 
people were registered as refugees or asylum 
seekers in the whole of 2008, the Tajik Ministry of 
Interior has already registered over 2,200 new 
arrivals until the end of September this year. The 
inflow shows no sign of abating as the security 
situation in Afghanistan continues to deteriorate. 

Most Afghans flee their home country with their 
entire family. UNHCR provides various types of 
assistance to the most vulnerable among them, 
including female-headed households, single 
women, and families with disabled or elderly 
members. They receive a modest monthly 
allowance for up to six months, free medical care, 
blankets, clothes and means of heating during 
winter. 

For more information: gubaeva@unhcr.org 
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Over 2.2 million children vaccinated  

More than 2.2 million children in Tajikistan were 
vaccinated during the national measles and rubella 
immunization campaign which ended on 12 
October. As a result, 97% of children between one 
and 14 years of age are now protected against 
these killer diseases. 

Although the campaign is officially over, vaccination 
of children that are not yet immunized will continue 
until the end of October. As of November, the 
rubella vaccine will for the first time be part of the 
national routine immunization calendar. 

The country-wide, two-week immunization 
campaign was implemented by the Ministry of 
Health with the support of the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO). Vaccination took place in 
policlinics, schools, boarding schools and pre-
school institutions throughout the country. In remote 
districts vaccination was conducted by mobile units. 
More than 6,000 health workers were engaged in 
the campaign. 

For more information: asodiqov@unicef.org 

 

________________________________________ 

Coordination 

Disaster Risk Management in Central Asia 

The 4th International Conference on Disaster Risk 
Management, held in Dushanbe on 7 and 8 
October, brought together 50 disaster experts and 
stakeholders from the member countries of the 
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and 
supporting agencies. ECO is a regional 
intergovernmental body established in 1985 by Iran, 
Pakistan and Turkey for the purpose of promoting 
economic, technical and cultural cooperation among 
10 States in and around Central Asia. 

The conference participants exchanged information 
and experience and discussed cooperation and 
coordination. The focus was on increasing 
investments in disaster risk reduction, building safer 
schools and hospitals, and adapting to climate 
change. It was recommended that the 
implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action 
becomes a priority for the ECO region, and that 
governments increase their investments in climate 
change adaptation and disaster risk reduction. 
Priority in this last area should be given to making 
schools safer. A round table on safer schools was 

held on 9 October, resulting in the resolve to 
conduct an assessment for the retrofitting and 
reconstruction of schools in Central Asia by the end 
of 2011, and carry out the actual work by 2015. A 
side meeting on biodiversity conservation was held 
on the same day. 

The meetings were supported by European 
Commission Humanitarian aid Office (ECHO) and 
the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 
(ISDR) of the United Nations. 

For more information: goulsara.pulatova@undp.org 
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