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ANGOLA: Food Security situation deteriorates as cereal production drops 24% to 672,000 tonnes… 
 

The latest NEWU estimates indicate a 24% decrease in total cereal production for the 2005/06 season to 672,000 tonnes from the 

2004/05 season’s harvest of 881,000 tonnes. The decrease in production is due to poor maize yields that have resulted from 

excessive rains in some parts of the country and longer dry spells especially in the main maize producing areas of central and 

southern regions. Maize production is forecast to have decreased by 29% from 734,000 tonnes last season to 520,000 tonnes this 

season. Production of the other cereals has, however, increased with rice increasing by 2% to 9,000 tonnes and sorghum/millet 

increasing by 3% to 143,000 tonnes. Overall, cereal production this season is the lowest since the 2001/2002 season’s production of 

549,000 tonnes. 

 

The food security situation is expected to worsen during the 2006/07 marketing year as evidenced by the increase in cereal deficit 

 

SADC REGIONAL SUMMARY 
 

♦ SADC cereal production increases in most Member States…Latest information suggest a 

revised 2005/06 cereal production of 22.95 million tonnes), which is equivalent to a production 

decline of 11% from the 2004/05 harvest of 25.22 million tonnes. The decline is mostly due to a 

substantial reduction in maize production in South Africa, while production has increased in most 

other Member States except Angola and Swaziland (Table 1&3). 

 

♦ Four SADC Member States are assessed with maize surpluses for the 2006/07 Marketing 

Year…Recent assessments indicate a regional maize deficit of 574,000 tonnes compared to a 

surplus of 2.28 million tonnes during the 2005/06 marketing year. However, unlike in 2005/06 

when all countries except South Africa registered maize deficits, current assessments point to 

maize surpluses in Malawi (502,000 tonnes), Mozambique (53,000 tonnes), South Africa 

(440,000 tonnes) and Zambia (77,000 tonnes), while reduced deficits are assessed in Botswana 

and Zimbabwe (Table 2).  

 

♦ Overall deficits are indicated in the other cereal commodities … Overall deficits are assessed 

in wheat (-1.68 million tonnes), rice (-987,000 tonnes) and sorghum/millet (-623,000 tonnes). All 

countries are assessed with deficits in these commodities except for possible surpluses in rice in 

Tanzania (139,000 tonnes) and sorghum/millet in Mozambique (55,000 tonnes). 

 

♦ Vulnerability assessments indicate reduced number of people requiring humanitarian 

assistance during 2006/07 marketing year … Preliminary vulnerability assessments indicate 

that the number of people requiring humanitarian assistance in the region has dropped 

significantly from 9.71 million in 2005/06 marketing year to around 3 million in 2006/07 due to 

improved food production in the region.      
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from 624,000 tonnes last year to the current deficit of 818,000 tonnes. The FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission‘s 

Report of 12 July 2006 indicates that some 800,000 persons may require food and non-food assistance until the next harvest in May 

2007. The Government and its International Partners are, hence encouraged to start mobilizing financial resources to cover the 

expected import needs, which, for cereal commodities, is currently estimated at 818,000 tonnes.  

 

BOTSWANA: Revised cereal production indicates an increase from 19,000 tonnes last year to 49,000 

tonnes… 
 

Revised production estimates indicate a 159% increase in cereal harvest from 19,000 tonnes in 2005 to 49,000 tonnes in 2006. This 

has been mostly due to an overall good rainfall during the 2005/06 rainfall season. Maize production alone has gone up from 2,000 

tonnes last season to the current forecast of 13,000 tonnes while sorghum/millet production has gone up from 17,000 tonnes last 

season to the current estimate of 36,000 tonnes. The good rains have also resulted in good pasture for livestock.   

  

In spite of the substantial increase in cereal production, the analysis of the balance sheet for the 2006/07 year indicates that the 

country will have a slight increase in cereal deficit/import requirement of about 300,000 tonnes compared to 293,000 tonnes last 

year. This is mostly due to low opening stocks at the beginning of the current marketing year in March 2006, at 7,000 tonnes, 

compared to some 49,000 tonnes assessed during the 2005/06 marketing year. Current import plans indicate that some 291,000 

tonnes of commercial imports will be imported this year. By the end May 2006, some 42,000 tonnes of cereal imports had been 

received. The food security situation is expected to remain satisfactory as the country is expected to cover much, if not all, of its 

2006/07 marketing year cereal deficits through commercial imports. 

 
Table 1: 2006/07 All Cereal Requirement, Demand and 2006 Production Estimates Compared to 2005 and 10-Year 
Average (‘000 tonnes) as on 8

th
 August 2006. 

 
10-year Average  2006/07 

Required* 
(‘000 tons) 

2006/07 
Available** 
(‘000 tons) 

2006 
Production 
(‘000 tons) 

2005 
Production 
(‘000 tons) 

2006 
% Change 
Over 2005 

Production 
(‘000 tons) 

2006 
% change 

Angola 1,514 696 672 881 -24 600 12 
Botswana 356 56 49 19 159 29 66 
DR Congo Na Na Na Na Na Na Na 
Lesotho 415 173 126 120 5 143 -11 
Madagascar Na Na Na Na Na Na Na 

Malawi 2,456 2,833 2,754 1,302 111 1,942 42 
Mauritius 209 6 2 2 0 2 0 
Mozambique 2,638 2,265 2,098 1,836 14 1633 28 
Namibia 306 143 110 100 10 105 5 
South Africa 14,347 13,835 8,269 13,884 -40 11,618 -29 
Swaziland 195 81 61 67 -10 88 -31 
Tanzania 6,216 5,300 5,189 5,068 2 4,124 26 
Zambia 1,600 1,618 1,597 1,060 51 1,161 38 
Zimbabwe 1,711 2,102 2,026 880 130 1,839 12 
SADC 32,961 29, 109 22,951 25,218 -9 23,282 -1 

Source: SADC FANR Directorate and Member States 
*   Includes requirements for SGR 
** 2006 production plus carryover stocks. 

   NA – Data not available 

 

LESOTHO: Revised production estimates indicate a cereal increase of 5% to 126,000 tonnes compared to 

120,000 tonnes last year … 
 
Estimates of the 2005/06 crop production from the NEWU indicate a cereal production of 126,000 tonnes, which is 5% higher than 

the 2004/05 production of 120,000 tonnes. This forecast is, however, still 11% below the country’s 10-year average cereal 

production of 143,000 tonnes.  The country has generally received better rains this season compared to 2004/05 season. However, 

late rains have adversely affected cereal production in the Northern Lowlands, which is the main cereal producing area and, as a 

result, cereal production is lower there compared to last season.  

  

The food security situation is likely to remain tight during the 2006/07 marketing year in spite of an improvement in cereal 

production.  An overall cereal deficit/import requirement of 242,000 tonnes is assessed for the 2006/07 marketing year, which is 

higher than last year’s deficit of 198,000 tonnes. The main reason for this higher deficit is the low opening stocks, currently 

estimated at only 47,000 tonnes compared to the 2005/06 marketing year’s opening stocks of 57,000 tonnes. 
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 MALAWI: Revised estimates point to 111% increase in 2005/06 cereal harvest … 
 
The Third and Final Round Crop Forecast indicates a 111% increase in cereal production from 1.30 million tonnes last season to 

2.75 million tonnes this season. This is the best ever cereal production in the country. Maize production alone has increased from 

1.23 million tonnes last season to 2.61 million tonnes in 2005/06 season. Similarly, production in wheat, rice and sorghum/millet is 

forecast higher than last season.  The main contributing factors to this expected harvest are the generally good rains this season but 

also easier access to inputs such as fertilizer and seed, especially for the smallholder farmers, through targeted input subsidy 

programmes the Government had successfully put in place during the 2005/06 crop season. 

 

The overall food security situation is expected to significantly improve as a result of improved crop production. Current assessments 

indicate an overall cereal surplus of 377,000 tonnes, as total domestic cereal availability of 2.83 million tonnes exceeds total 

requirement currently estimated at 2.46 million tonnes. The 2006/07 overall cereal surplus compares favourably with an overall 

deficit of 838,000 tonnes in the 2005/06 marketing year. However, as in all other SADC Member States, the country will still have 

to import wheat, which is not easily substituted by the other cereal crops. The overall picture also hides the fact that some districts in 

all the three regions had very poor rains resulting in poor production. Results from the Vulnerability Assessment indicate that some 

833,000 people will require humanitarian assistance during the 2006/07 marketing year. Donors should be able to acquire relief food 

from within the country. 

 

MOZAMBIQUE:  Improved food security situation expected as a result of a 14% increase in cereal 

production … 
 

Latest crop forecast indicates an overall cereal production of 2.10 million tonnes, which is about 14% higher than the 1.84 million 

tonnes harvested last season. The improved production has resulted from better rains and access to improved seed by small scale 

farmers during the 2005/06 season compared to 2004/05. Maize production alone is estimated to have increased from 1.38 million 

tonnes last season to 1.53 million tonnes this season.  Similar improvements in production are indicated for rice and sorghum/millet. 

Cassava production is also expected to increase by about 14% from 6.34 million tonnes last season to 7.55 million tonnes in 2005/06 

season.  

 

The food security situation for the 2006/07 marketing year is expected to improve as a result of increase in production which has 

reduced cereal deficit to 373,000 tonnes compared to 532,000 tonnes harvested last year. The 2006/07 balance sheet indicates 

surpluses in maize of 53,000 tonnes and sorghum/millet of 55,000 tonnes while deficits are indicated for wheat (- 297,000 tonnes) 

and rice (- 184,000 tonnes).  Substantial surplus of cassava, currently assessed at 1.05 million tonnes, is also expected.  

 

NAMIBIA: Official cereal production forecasts indicate a 10% increase from 100,000 tonnes last season 

to the current 110,000 tonnes…   

 
Official crop estimates from the NEWU indicate that the 2005/06 season cereal production has gone up 10% from 100,000 tonnes in 

the 2004/05 season to 110,000 tonnes, mostly due to favourable rainfall during the season. Overall maize production is estimated to 

have increased to 52,000 tonnes compared to 41,000 tonnes last year while sorghum/millet are estimated to decrease slightly to 

53,000 tonnes from 54,000 tonnes last season. Wheat production is currently forecast to remain at last season’s level of 5,000 

tonnes.  

 

In spite of the improvement in the overall cereal production, the revised 2006/07 food security situation analysis indicates a slightly 

worse-off situation than in the 2005/06 marketing year. The analysis of the 2006/07 balance sheet indicates that the cereal deficit has 

increased from 157,000 tonnes in 2005/06 marketing year to the current 163,000 tonnes. NEWU reports that commercial millers 

have planned to import some 82,000 tonnes of combined maize (38,000 tonnes) and wheat (44,000 tonnes), which leaves an after-

trade deficit of 81,000 tonnes. The Government may have to find ways of covering this gap in order to prevent tight food insecurity 

situation developing in the months ahead.    

 

SOUTH AFRICA: A much reduced maize surplus of 440,000 tonnes indicated for the 2006/07 marketing 

year … 

 
The sixth estimate from the Crop Estimate Committee indicate a revised total maize production of 6.36 million tonnes, equivalent to 

46% decrease over the 2004/05 maize harvest of 11.72 million tonnes. The reduction was mainly due to reduced area planted to 

maize resulting, mostly, from low producer prices. Farmers also experienced reduced access to production finances and dry weather 

conditions during the planting period. Total cereal production has been revised to 8.27 million tonnes, which is 40% down on last 

season’s revised harvest of 13.88million tonnes.  
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In spite of the reduced maize production, demand/supply assessments for the 2006/07 marketing year still indicate a maize surplus of 

about 440,000 tonnes, which is 87% lower than the 2005/06 maize surplus of 3.41 million tonnes. The current maize surplus is 

mostly a result of huge maize opening stocks of 3.83 million tonnes. Assessment of the other cereal commodities indicates 

deficits/import requirements amounting to 433,000 tonnes of wheat; 471,000 tonnes of rice and 47,000 tonnes of sorghum/millet. 

Current assessments, therefore, indicate that the country will not have enough maize surpluses to cover import needs of Member 

States with deficits, as was the case last year. 

 

SWAZILAND: An increased cereal deficit of 113,000 tonnes assessed for the 2006/07 marketing year…  
 

Results of the 2005/06 production forecast indicate a below average cereal production of 61,000 tonnes, made up of almost entirely 

of maize. The estimate is about 10% below the other poor harvest of last season of 67,000 tonnes.  

 

The food security situation for the 2006/07 marketing year is therefore expected to be much tighter than was the case during the 

2005/06 marketing year. The cereal deficit/import requirement is assessed at 113,000 tonnes compared with 107,000 tonnes last 

year. In an effort to reduce the country’s dependency on maize, the Ministry of Agriculture is currently promoting the production 

and consumption of drought resistant cassava and sorghum.  

 

TANZANIA: Revised estimates indicate a 2% increase in cereal harvest to 5.19 million tonnes… 
  

Current assessments indicate a revised overall cereal production of 5.19 million tonnes, which is a 2% increase from 5.07 million 

tonnes harvested in the 2004/05 season. The improved harvest is mostly due to improved rains during the last half of the season as 

early rains were poor.  Revised estimates indicate a maize harvest of 3.37 million tonnes, which is a 3% increase over last year’s 

harvest of 3.29 million tonnes, while rice harvest is estimated to increase from 622,000 tonnes last year to 784,000 tonnes. 

Productions of wheat and sorghum/millet have gone down 4% and 12% to 110,000 tonnes and 922,000 tonnes respectively.   

 

Although the cereal balance sheet indicates an increased cereal deficit of 916,000 tonnes compared to a deficit of 584,000 tonnes 

during the 2005/06 marketing year, the food security situation is expected to remain satisfactory as the deficit is expected to be 

mostly covered internally through cross substitution with non-cereal crops such as plantains and cassava. Current analysis indicates 

an after cross-substitution overall cereal import gap of only 38,000 tonnes.  As part of the disaster preparedness effort, the 

Government plans to import about 30,000 tonnes of maize for strategic grain reserve (SGR). 

 

ZAMBIA: Current assessments indicate maize surplus of 77,000 tonnes …  

 
Current estimates indicate an overall cereal harvest of 1.60 million tonnes for the 2005/06 season which is 51% higher than the 2004/05 

production of 1.10 million tonnes.  Individually, maize harvest is estimated to increase by 64% from 866,000 tonnes last season to 1.42 

million while wheat is expected to drop 32% to 93,000 tonnes from last season’s harvest of 137,000 tonnes but still above the 10-year 

average of 87,000 tonnes. Production of both rice and sorghum/millet are expected to increase to 9,080 tonnes and 69,000 tonnes from 

9,000 tonnes and 48,000 tonnes harvested last season respectively.  Yields would have been higher during the 2005/06 season had it not 

been for excess rains in some parts of the country and inadequate access to improved seed and fertilizer by smallholder farmers. 

 

Current projections point to an improved food security situation in the country during the 2006/07 marketing year. The balance sheet 

indicates a maize surplus of 77,000 tonnes, which compares favourably with a deficit of 85,000 tonnes during the 2005/06 marketing 

year. Deficits remain in wheat and rice of 46,000 tonnes and 12,000 tonnes respectively. Except for wheat, the country may not have 

to import the other cereal commodities as the deficit in rice may be covered through cross substitution by surplus non-cereal food 

commodities such as cassava. 

 

ZIMBABWE: Substantial improvement in food security situation due to a 133% increased in cereal 

production… 
 

Production estimates from the Central Statistical Office (20 June 2006) point to a 133% increase in cereal production from 880,000 

tonnes in 2004/05 season to 2.05 million tonnes in 2005/06. The improved production is also about 62% higher than the average 

harvest of the last 5 years of 1.27 million tonnes. Maize alone is forecast to increase from 600,000 tonnes last season to 1.71 million 

tonnes, while sorghum/millet are forecast to increase from 130,000 tonnes last season to 199,000 tonnes this season. Wheat 

production is expected to remain at 150,000 tonnes as last year. The country has generally experienced better rains in the 2005/06 

season than in the 2004/05 season. However, rains have been low in Manicaland and Masvingo provinces while excess rains have 

affected some parts of the country. Production has also been compromised by poor access to farm inputs especially fertilizers mostly 

due to high prices charged.  

 

As a result of the improved cereal production, the overall food security situation has substantially improved during the current 
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marketing, with the supply/demand assessments indicating a reduced cereal shortfall/import requirement of 609,000 tonnes 

compared to 1.62 million tonnes last year. The Government is expected to import maize and other cereal commodities in order to 

cover the deficit and build up strategic grain reserves. 

 

Table 2: SADC 

MAIZE BALANCE SHEET

MARKETING YEAR (Vary by Country)2006/2007

Thousands of Metric Tons

Ang Bot Les Mal    Mau Moz Nam RSA Swa Tan Zam Zim SADC

A. Domestic Availability 530 15 109 2686 6 1584 55 10195 68 3420 1445 1758 21869

     A.1 Opening Stocks 10 2 6 74 1 50 4 3834 7 47 20 53 4108

              Formal/SGR 4 2 6 16 1 0 4 3834 7 6 20 50 3949

             On Farm 6 0 0 30 0 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 86

             Other 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 0 0 41 0 3 73

     A.2 Gross Harvest 520 13 103 2611 2 1534 52 6361 60 3373 1424 1705 17758

B. Gross Domestic Requirements 731 144 264 2123 38 1476 146 8800 130 3819 1313 1892 20876

C. Desired SGR Carryover Stocks 10 10 12 60 0 55 10 955 3 144 55 250 1564

D. Domestic Shortfall/Surplus -211 -139 -168 502 -35 53 -100 440 -65 -543 77 -384 -574

E. Commodity Cross Substitution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 360 0 20 380

F. Imports 53 155 163 100 35 0 38 0 0 0 0 0 544

     F.1 Received 53 24 10 28 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 144

           Commercial 53 24 10 28 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 144

           Food Aid 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

     F.2 Expected 0 131 153 72 5 0 38 0 0 0 0 0 400

           Commercial 0 131 132 72 5 0 38 0 0 0 0 0 378

           Food Aid 0 0 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22

G. Exports 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

          Committments Shipped 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

          Committments Not Yet Shipped 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

H. Import Gap -158 0 -4 0 0 0 -62 0 -65 -183 0 -364 0

I. Forecasted Closing Stock 0 26 8 662 0 108 0 1395 0 0 132 0 1917

J. Current Stock 0 14 5 0 0 0 0 5940 0 47 0 0 6005  
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Table 3: SADC

ALL CEREALS BALANCE SHEET

MARKETING YEAR (Vary by Country)2006/2007

Thousands of Metric Tons

Ang Bot Les Mal    Mau Moz Nam RSA Swa Tan Zam Zim SADC

A. Domestic Availability 696 56 173 2833 6 2265 143 13835 81 5300 1618 2102 29109

     A.1 Opening Stocks 25 7 47 78 4 167 34 5567 21 111 22 76 6157

               Formal/SGR 13 7 47 16 4 90 34 5567 20 6 21 72 5896

              On Farm 11 0 0 31 0 77 0 0 0 1 1 0 122

              Other 0 0 0 32 0 0 0 0 0 103 0 4 139

     A.2 Gross Harvest 672 49 126 2754 2 2098 110 8269 61 5189 1597 2026 22951

B. Gross Domestic Requirements 1490 321 394 2396 199 2479 266 12788 187 6072 1545 2461 30597

C. Desired SGR Carryover Stocks 24 35 21 60 10 159 40 1559 8 144 55 250 2364

D. Domestic Shortfall/Surplus -818 -300 -242 377 -203 -373 -163 -512 -113 -916 19 -609 -3852

E. Commodity Cross Substitution 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 878 0 0 878

F. Imports 91 291 244 113 193 0 82 0 0 0 0 0 1014

     F.1 Received 91 42 11 38 160 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 343

             Commercial 91 42 11 38 160 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 343

             Food Aid 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

     F.2 Expected 0 249 232 75 33 0 82 0 0 0 0 0 671

            Commercial 0 249 210 75 33 0 82 0 0 0 0 0 649

            Food Aid 0 0 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22

G. Exports 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

           Committments Shipped 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

           Committments Not Yet Shipped 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

H. Import Gap -727 -9 0 0 -10 -373 -81 -512 -113 -38 0 -609 -1963

I. Forecasted Closing Stock 0 26 22 549 0 0 0 1047 0 106 74 0 401

J. Current Stock 0 31 40 0 0 0 0 7920 0 109 0 0 8100  
 


