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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 

 
- Price hikes spark violence in Burkina Faso 
- Some 40 vehicles ambushed by unidentified armed individuals in Casamance 
- Efforts made to normalize the situation on the Mali-Guinea border 
- The Lancet launch in Dakar  
- An initiative seeking to restore child nutrition in the Sahel 
- Calendar to step up Mauritanian refugees’ return 
- Approximately US$ 222 million to step out of crisis in Côte d’Ivoire 
- An Avian flu fighting programme for Africa  
- CERF allocates US$20 million to four West African countries  

 

 

1- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 

Burkina Faso : Violent demonstrations caused by rising prices 

On 28 February, young demonstrators clashed with police forces in Ouagadougou during a day long 
« ville morte » which was organized in protest against the rising prices in the past weeks. Hundreds of 
youth vandalized urban property in the city center and in several Ouagadougou neighborhoods before 
confronting security forces. Most stores and several banks remained closed in the afternoon while 
several hundred police and gendarme elements were posted at major intersections in affected sectors . 
Multiple arrests were made. 
 
The week before, the Burkinabé government announced a three month suspension of custom duties on 
mass consumption products such as rice, milk (powder or concentrated), pasta and salt. This measure 
followed the violent nation wide demonstrations which degenerated on 20 and 21 February in protest 
against the high costs of living and would resorb the hiking prices.  200 people were arrested of which 
more than 100 will be brought to justice, charged with the destruction of private and public property. 
The government engaged dialogue with local producers of basic goods such as sugar, oil and soap in 
order to discuss drastic price reductions. The expected losses following these measures are estimated 
by the Ministry of Economy and Finance at FCFA 6 billion.  

 
Early February, the Burkinabé government decided to increase the surveillance of prices for mass 
consumption goods as some faced a 67% increase in the course of one month in January. 

 

Some 40 vehicles ambushed by unidentified armed individuals in Casamance 
According to the Army’s Direction of public information (Dirpa), some 30 unidentified armed 
individuals dressed in military fatigues ambushed on 27 February some 40 vehicles between Badiouré 
and Diabir, six kilometres from the town of Bignona, in the west of Casamance. The assailants stole 
passengers’ valuables and money. 

U N I T E D   N A T I O N S N A T I O N S   U N I E S 
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Ambushes on vehicles are recurrent in Casamance and often resulting in people injured. Casamance is 
an area difficult to control. Road attacks and assassinations of State representatives have followed an 
independent rebellion movement and caused hundreds of deaths since 1982. A general peace 
agreement signed in December 2004 between Senegalese authorities and the Movement of Democratic 
Forces of Casamance (MFDC) was meant to put an end to the conflict but in the past two years, 
sporadic fights have opposed Senegalese army and dissident branches of the ex-rebellion. 
 
Efforts to normalise the situation on the Mali-Guinea border 

Following violent clashes in Siradiouiba on 5 November 2007, border authorities from Guinea and 
Mali met on 23 February at Yanfolila (Sikasso region, 400 km from Malian capital Bamako) in order 
to normalize relations between residents of the Mali-Guinea border area. They exchanged on several 
issues including the current situation prevailing on the common border and the impact of the joint 
military patrols that were created after the 27 December agreement protocol. On 23 and 24 November, 
ministers in charge of border issues in the two countries recommended legal pursuit of the individuals 
who committed crimes along the border as well as their accomplices. In order to improve the 
monitoring missions, they appealed for the upgrading of the cross border security communication 
means and technology.. 
 
For conflict prevention and resolution in West Africa 

On 27 February, an international workshop on conflict prevention and efficient resolution was 
organized by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Africa Centre for 
Strategic Studies (ACSS). The objective of the workshop was to increase the sub-regional capacities in 
order to face the challenges posed by conflicts. Numerous personalities took part in the workshop, 
including ECOWAS Commission Chairman, West Africa Special Representative of the UN Secretary 
General, as well as the Head of OCHA Regional Office in West Africa. In addition, the United States 
of America contributed actively in the organization of the workshop through the ACSS, a Department 
of Defense body, which serves to link active civilians and military in the field of security across 
Africa.  
  

Côte d’Ivoire: Forestry exploitation: US$ 415 million of losses in rebel zone 

The Ivorian society for development of forest plantations (Sodefor) announced on 15 February losses 
of FCFA 186 billion ( about US$ 415 million) in five years of crisis attributed to illegal forest 
exploitation, mainly Teck wood, in areas controlled by ex-rebellion in the northern part of the country. 
Teck wood is well appreciated for it is resistant to fire and is reportedly convoyed in neighbouring 
countries, mainly in Burkina Faso and Mali before being exported to India. Alledgedly, the loss 
considerably reduced the reforestation operations of 5,000 hectares against 2,000 presently, a 
degradation of the ecosystem that would contribute to the fall of rural populations’standard of living. 
 
In addition, Sodefor is taking advantage of the current political period of calm in the country to launch 
an reforestation operation in the north with the assistance of the national programme of community 
reinsertion and rhabilitation (PNRRC). The PNRRC places demobilized ex-rebel fighters at the service 
of Sodefor sections. Sodefor manages 2.1 million hectars in the government controlled south, nearly 
half of the Côte d’Ivoire estimated 4.19 million hectares of forest. The other half is composed of 113 
classified forests that were forgotten after the 2002 conflict and remain without any development 
programme. Sodefor advocates for international donors’assistance in order to mobilize FCFA 150 
billion (more than US$334 million) for the rehabilitation of forests in the north and maintain the 
management of those in the government controlled zone. 

 

 

2  HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 

2.1 Food security and nutrition 

 

Update on food security in Senegal 
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According to the national committee for food security (CNSA), Senegal has experienced a 24% cereal 
deficit in 2006/2007 and an average of 32% the last five years. A follow-up survey started on 3 March 
to determine the number of households vulnerable to food insecurity further to the 16-26 January joint 
mission on food security. The mission revealed that some rural communities were affected by a cereal 
and fodder deficit due to erratic rains and high prices of cereals.  
 
Update on food security in Niger 
In Niger, the nutritional situation has stabilized since 2005. Food supplies and partners presence in the 
field have increased and coordination of humanitarian actions has improved. However, one needs to be 
cautious as high prices of cereals and cereal shortages have been noted in Northern Nigeria. There are 
reports of high cereal prices in Maradi, Niamey oand Zinder. For instance, the price of a 50 kg bag of 
millet costs between CFA 18,500 and CFA 19,000.  
 
The Lancet launch in Dakar 

Five articles of The Lancet on maternal and child undernutrition were launched on 18 February in 
Senegal’s capital Dakar. The ceremony was chaired by the Senegalese minister of health and attended 
by nutrition focal persons from Niger, Togo, Guinea and Mali as well as UN agencies and NGO’s. 
Health ministers in Benin, Mauritania, Côte d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso were also able to participate 
via video cast. Saul Morris, author of the five articles also took part in the debate. 
 
Sahel initiative –Age appropriate food and feeding practices 

The Sahel is a region with some of the highest under-five mortality rates in the world. The region also 
has some of the highest child malnutrition rates worldwide: 35% of children are underweight and 39% 
of children are stunted. Stunting rates among children under five years of age range from 30.5% in 
Mauritania to 40.9 in Chad. At any point during the year, an average of 4 million children under five 
years suffer from chronic malnutrition, and 1.5 million children suffer from acute malnutrition. In 
order to understand factors contributing to such a situation, World Food Programme (WFP), Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO), Helen Keller International (HKI), The Micronutrient Intiative (MI) 
and the UN Children’ fund (UNICEF) set up the Sahel Initiative. It will collect data on food and 
feeding practices for children under two years of age across the five target countries: Burkina Faso, 
Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger. For a period of 12 months, qualitative data as well as quantitative 
data such the MICS and DHS will be collected, compiled and analyzed in order to implement an 
adequate response.  
 
2.2 Protection and population movements  

 

Mauritania: a calendar to speed up the return of refugees 

On 27 February, the tripartite commission (composed of Senegalese and Mauritanian government 
representatives and UNHCR) established a monthly calendar for the return of the Mauritanian refugees 
in Senegal. According to the Mauritanian agency for the integration of refugees (Anair), between 
1,500 and 2,000 refugees could return home in March, in two phases per week. According to Anair, 
the repatriation requests have multiplied since the emergency programme launched by the agency on 
22 February. The requests are currently estimated at more than 2,800 against only 109 the previous 
week. 
 
Creation of a working group for the army reform in Côte d’Ivoire   

The Ivorian government officially announced on 20 February that a working group was set up to 
reform and restructure the national army. Côte d’Ivoire is still divided between rebel-held north and 
government-controlled south. According to a presidential decree examined on 20 December by the 
council of ministers and published on 20 February, the working group is a discussion platform whose 
objective is to propose a general framework for the organization, composition and functioning of the 
new Defense and Security Forces (FDS). According to the Ouagadougou peace agreement signed in 
March 2007, sections of ex-rebels of the Forces Nouvelles (FN) would be integrated in the FDS (army, 
police and gendarmerie). A complementary agreement ratified by the end of November stipulated that 
the government, headed by the FN chief Guillaume Soro, was to adopt the texts which would plan the 
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organization of the new FDS before 15 December 2007. However, this phase within the disarmament, 
demobilization and reintegration (DDR) process is still hindered by the quota of ex-rebels which still 
remains to be drafted as well as the recognition of the ranks that were acquired during the conflict. The 
demobilization and disarmament process started on 22 December for three months is equally hindered 
in the north by logistical and financial constraints, according to the Minister of Defence. The 
government estimates that some 33,000 ex-rebels are to be demobilized and reintegrated either in the 
FDS or in civil life.  
 
About US$222 million to step out of crisis 

On 20 February, the Special Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG) in Côte d’Ivoire 
announced that international donors have allocated over FCFA 100 billion (about US$ 222 million) to 
the crisis exit programme. The financial assistance will be coupled with technical assistance to 
accompany the Ivorian emergency programme that includes elections and the Demobilization, 
Disarmament and Reinsertion process (DDR). The programme is funded by the World Bank, the 
African Development bank (AfBD), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the European Union, the 
United Nations and bilateral funds. The Independent Election Commission (CEI) has recently 
estimated that the election process would cost FCFA 36 billion (over US$ 80 million), including the 
FCFA 15 billion (more than US$ 33 million) that would be provided by the Ivorian state. In march 
2007, the Ivorian president Laurent Gbagbo and the Forces Nouvelles (FN) signed a peace agreement 
in Burkina Faso’s capital Ouagadougou. The agreement focuses on the disarmament of ex-rebel 
fighters, the reunification of the country as well as the organization of presidential elections. The 
Presidential elections were scheduled to take place early 2008 but a complementary agreement signed 
in November states they will be organized by the end of June. 
 
2.3 Health  

 

Cross border fight against meningitis 

On 20 February, health officials and doctors from southern Burkina Faso and northern Côte d’Ivoire 
met in Bouna (north-eastern Côte d’Ivoire) in order to harmonize the struggle against the meningitis 
outbreak in the border area. For days, some 30 doctors, health officials and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) representatives developed common views on the strengthening of 
epidemiological surveys and coordinated response. During the opening, the Prefect of Bouna declared 
that the meeting was highly relevant and necessary as border populations in both countries take part in 
the same rituals and go to the same markets.  
 
According to health authorities, the majority of the 204 people who died of the cerebrospinal 
meningitis in Burkina Faso since early 2008, have been reported in the border area with Côte d’Ivoire. 
In Côte d’Ivoire, 28 people have lost their lives to the disease since January 2008 in the north and the 
centre of the country. According to the Ivorian health minister, the epidemic threshold has not been 
reached yet. In 2007, a meningitis epidemic caused more 2,000 deaths in nine West African countries: 
Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Benin, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Chad, Togo and Burkina Faso. The latter had been 
most affected with 75% of the victims. 
 
USAID/OFDA grant US$50,000 to fight meningitis in Burkina Faso 

To respond to the Meningitis epidemic in Burkina Faso, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) allocated US$50,000 to 
the World Health Organization (WHO) for surveillance, education, and laboratory detection. On 
February 19, U.S. Ambassador Jeanine E. Jackson declared a disaster due to the magnitude and spread 
of the meningitis outbreak. Between January and February 2008, Burkina Faso health authorities 
reported 1,422 cases of meningitis and 204 deaths in the country. According to the Ministry of Health 
(MoH), the most affected areas are located in southwestern Burkina Faso along the Côte d’Ivoire 
border. The MoH also noted that an estimated 5 million people are at risk in the country. While cases 
of meningitis are reported every year in Burkina Faso, they appeared earlier than usual in 2008 with 
case fatality rates six percent higher in comparison to the same period last year. To prepare for the 
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2008 meningitis outbreak, the MoH collaborated with WHO and the UNICEF in the stockpiling of 
vaccines and medical supplies. 
 

Guinea: 70 cases of meningitis, 15 deaths  
On 22nd February 2008, the Minister of Public Health declared the meningitis epidemic in the 
Kissidougou Prefecture in order to inform the national and international communities. According to 
WHO, 45 cases of meningitis and 8 deaths were reported in Kissidougou on 24 February 2008. 5 
meningitis cases and 1 death have been reported in Conakry, 4 cases in Labe, 3 cases in N’Zérekoré 
and 13 cases including 6 deaths in the prefecture of Lola. WHO and the Ministry of Public Health 
have begun the treatment of cases and launched vaccination campaigns to support the local teams on 
the ground. A total of 2,250 persons have been vaccinated and the operation is ongoing. 100.000 
additional doses of vaccine are needed to continue vaccinations in the area of Kissidougou. UNICEF 
and WHO plan to support the intervention with medicines and MSF- CH with laboratory analysis. 
 
IFRC to fight Meningitis in Benin and CAR 

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies has allocated US$ 51,769 and 
US$ 44,944 from its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to help the Benin and Central African 
Red Cross Societies to carry out educational and awareness activities to prevent meningitis. Lastly, a 
DREF allocation of over US$ 92,000 was released to support the Burkina Faso Red Cross activities. 
 

27 fatal meningitis cases  in Mali since the beginning of January 

As of 28 February 2008, 27 people have died of meningitis and 259 cases were reported since January 
in Mali, according to the Ministry of Health. Outbreaks were reported in the southern regions of 
Sikasso and Mopti in the north bordering with Côte d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso respectively. Mali is 
part of the so called meningitis belt, a sub-Saharan strip ranging from Senegal to Ethiopia where 
meningitis hits hardest. Presently, the district of Nioro (in the Kayes Region) has reached the epidemic 
threshold. A response plan based on vaccination and population sensitization is ongoing in the area of 
Nioro. During the 6th and the 7th week of 2008, districts of Zantiébougou and Kolondieba (Sikasso) 
and Koro (Mopti) were in state of alert. Precaution measures were taken such as surveillance 
structures established installed across the country and 1,174,300 of Meningo A+C vaccines available. 
 
Niger: Fall of female genital mutilations/excisions prevalence rate  
The prevalence rate of female genital mutilations/excisions (FGM/E) in Niger has drastically fallen 
between 1998 and 2006, according to a recent government report. The practice that implies the 
ablation and stitching of parts of the female genital parts only regarded 2.2% Nigerien women in 2006 
against 5.8% in 1998, according to the national office of statistics. For the UN children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in Niger, it is a remarkable progress and Niger could be the first west –African country to 
eradicate such a practice. 
 
Since June 2003, the practice of FGM/E is banned in Niger and anyone found guilty of indulging in 
such practice could take between six months and 20 years’ imprisonment. According to the Nigerien 
Minister of the Promotion of Women and Child Protection, the struggle against FGM/E is being won 
thanks to the continuous pressure from NGO’s on the government to pass the 2003 bill. They also 
informed people about health risks related to the practice. Nevertheless, FGM/E remains a common 
practice among the Gourmantchés and the Peuls, two ethnic groups present in the regions of Tillaberi, 
Niamey and Diffa, health authorities noted. 
 
Burkina Faso: African women denounce violence to HIV-positive women 

Hundreds of African women denounced violence targeting HIV-positive women, during an 
international meeting on HIV and Aids held on 4 February in Burkina Faso’s capital Ouagadougou. 
The Society of Women Against Aids in Africa (SWAA) appealed for the international community’s 
technical and financial support in order to strengthen the strategies for the fight against gender 
inequality in Africa (which is considered the main factor for the spread of HIV), and contribute in 
promoting the rights of people living with or affected by HIV and Aids. The advocacy was launched at 
the presence of the Burkina Faso minister of health. 
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About 500 women from some 30 sub-Saharan countries reportedly took part in the four-day meeting, 
organized by SWAA, and which received support from the UN joint programme on AIDS (UNAIDS), 
the Burkina Faso government and several Aids struggling NGO’s and associations. 
 
An Avian flu fighting programme in Africa launched in Dakar 

A programme on the fight against Avian flu in Africa where 11 countries are currently affected by the 
disease was launched on 26 February in Senegal’s capital Dakar in presence of representatives from 
some 20 African Union (AU) member countries of west and central Africa. 
 
The Support Programme to Integrated National Action Plans for Avian and Human Influenza 
(SPINAP-AHI), a partnership between the AU and the European Union (EU), covers 47 African 
countries, explained the African Union Inter-African Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR), the 
AU institution that organized the Dakar meeting. According to AU-IBAR, the latest African country to 
be affected by Avian flu was Benin in December 2007. Egypt and Nigeria were the first. The 
Programme SPINAP-AHI means to strengthen the prevention capacities of countries with mainly 
financial and technical support with US$ 46 million of its own fund. 
 

 3 RESOURCE MOBILIZATION  
 

The CERF grants US$20 million to four West African countries 

The United Nations have allocated more than 20 million dollars to four countries in West Africa, to 
respond to under funded humanitarian emergencies. US$ 3.4 million have been allocated to Burkina 
Faso, US$ 7 million to Côte d’Ivoire, US$ 3.2 million to Mali and US$ 6.5 million to Niger. The 
amount was disbursed from the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) created in 
March 2006, for a faster and more effective response to humanitarian emergencies, in order to reduce 
the losses of human lives. CERF funding is made available to UN agencies and the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM). Between 2006 and 2007, the CERF allocated about 61 million 
dollars to humanitarian projects in 11 countries in West Africa to allow initial response to 
emergencies, neglected crises and fast deteriorating situations. 

 
Mali - On 27 February, the CERF secretariat approved the funding of WFP and UNICEF projects, in 
the framework of the 2008 first “under-funded” allocation to Mali. WFP submitted a project entitled: 
“fighting malnutrition and strengthening means of subsistence of vulnerable populations in the North 
of Mali” amounting to US$ 2,043,614. UNICEF submitted a project on emergency nutrition for child 
survival in Mali for an amount of US$ 1,155,357. 
 
Burkina Faso – The United Nations country team (UNCT) submitted on 23 February two CERF 
requests. One of the requests is submitted under the 2008 first under-funded window allocation for a 
total amount of US$ 3.4 million, while the other amounting to US$ 3.3 million is submitted under the 
rapid response window to fight meningitis.  
 
West Africa 2008 Cap funded at 2% 

The West Africa 2008 Consolidated Appeal (CAP), launched on 18 December 2007, has 
received 6.9% funding as of 10 March 2008. The United Nations and partners are appealing 
for US$313 million in order to meet the humanitarian needs in West Africa in 2008. The CAP 
includes 83 projects submitted by UN agencies and NGO’s. 
 

Table of 2008 CAP funding level per theme (as of 10 March 2008) 

 Themes 
Requests in  

US $  

Funding in  

US $  
% 

Pledges in  

US $  

Food security and Nutrition  133,264,615 14,098,969 11% 0 

Health Emergencies  20,389,203 1,314,485 6% 0 
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Protection and Population Movements 130,364,743 5,345,000 4% 0 

Natural Disaster preparedness 2,982,900 0 0 0 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(WASH) 4,815,875 
0 0 

0 

Cross thematic/coordination 20,829,211 0  0% 0 

Overall Total: 312,646,547 

 

7,609,485 

 

6,9% 0 

 
For more information on the 2008 CAP funding, please refer to  www.reliefweb.int/fts . The direct 
link for information concerning the West Africa CAP: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Date  Events Where  Who  

7 March Meeting on Food security in Senegal Dakar, 
Senegal 

WFP, partners 

7-8 March OIC NGO’s meeting Saly, 
Senegal 

OIC 

13-14 March OIC 11th summit Dakar, 
Senegal 

OIC 

17-21 March PREGEC: Regional consultation on the food 
security and nutritional situation in West Africa 

Nouakchott, 
Mauritania 

CILSS 

 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on 
the humanitarian situation in the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to  IRIN : 
www.irinnews.org  
 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in 
West Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly report, please Mr. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org  
 

NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee the accuracy of the reports mentioned 
in the document.  


