
 
  
 

 

Completeness
%

1. Algeria 3 2 66.7

2. Angola 3 3 100.0

3. Burundi 3 0 0

4. CAR 3 2 66.7

5. Chad 3 3 100.0

6. Congo 3 0 0

7. Cote d’Ivoire 3 0 0

8. DRC 3 3 100.0

9. Eritrea 3 2 66.7

10. Ethiopia 3 3 100.0

11. Guinea 3 1 33.3

12. Kenya 3 0 0

13. Liberia 3 2 66.7

14. Madagascar 3 1 33.3

15. Mozambique 3 3 100.0

16. Niger 3 2 66.7

17. Uganda 3 2 66.7

18. Zimbabwe 3 0 0
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Treating a cholera patient in Zimbabwe 
(Photo: Paul Garwood, WHO, Geneva) 

 
 
 
 

General Context 
The major concern is the deteriorating security situation in Central Africa 
Republic as well as the other hot spots in Chad and DRC. Other concerns include 
the wide spread cholera outbreaks, the approaching meningitis season and 
looming food insecurity issues. The WHO continues to support information 
sharing from affected countries, coordination through the cluster approach as 
well as identifying and filling gaps. 

Countries Situations 
Acute Crises 

• Angola: Suspected Viral Hemorrhagic Fever (VHF) near the border with DRC was 
investigated. The reported 9 cases with 6 deaths were found not be consistent with VHF 
and the team suggested a working diagnosis of ethylic intoxication (capurotesia) for 
further investigation*. The cholera outbreak is still ongoing. The WHO is supporting 
national authorities to strengthen coordination and response activities. 

• CAR: The security situation is deteriorating in the North-east. The UN and international 
NGO staff have been evacuated from Ndele and the town deserted due to rebel 
approach. Clashes between Government forces and rebels resulted in 3 deaths and 5 
injured*. The WHO has supplied kits to the Ndele hospital. The UN staff are now re-
located in Kaga Bandoro while needs assessment is on-going. WHO is also supporting 
preparedness for meningitis in the South of the country. 

•  Chad: The security situation in Eastern Chad remains calm except for increased 
robberies in the locality of humanitarian organizations in Abeche. An increase in reported 
cases of acute jaundice in Abeche is noticed with 8 cases in week 2 compared to 3 in 
week 1 of 2009. There is also an increasing trend of suspected measles in Abeche with 35 
cases reported in week 2 compared to 27 in week 1*. 

• DRC: The security situation in North Kivu is still of major concern. There is still an on-
going cholera outbreak in the North Kivu where 130 new cases and 3 deaths were 
reported in Week 2. This is in addition to other outbreak points of the disease in South 
Kivu where 320 new cases with 1 death were reported in the week. The Ebola outbreak 
in Kasai Occidental is also ongoing with 2 new cases of suspected Ebola have been 
reported bringing the total to 49 cases and 14 deaths (CFR 29%) in 8 villages in Mweka 
and Demba health zones*. 

• Ethiopia: There are concerns of food security situation to worsen in Somali region due to 
crop failures. There is a deficit for the therapeutic feeding program. National assessment 
has been conducted to determine the food, health and nutrition requirements for 2009**. 
There have been 0 case reports for Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) in weeks 1 and 2 of 
2009, but the risk factors remain*. The WHO is continuing to support surveillance. 
Meningitis preparedness is also supported. 

• Mozambique: Due to increase of water level from Zambezi River, the National institute 
for calamities moved 1250 people in Caia to safe areas, accommodation centers. Ongoing 
Cholera outbreak in 9 out of 11 provinces with 583 new cases and 6 deaths reported. The 
cumulative cases are 10,685 and 124 deaths (CFR: 1.16%) since the beginning of the 
outbreak*. 

• Zimbabwe: The cholera outbreak has now affected all provinces and 57 out of 62 
districts. As of January 18th 2009, a total of 44,463 cases and 2,337 deaths with CFR of 
5.3% have been reported*. The WHO and the health cluster continue to support control 
efforts. 
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Countries Under Surveillance  
Côte d’Ivoire: The situation in the country is being monitored following the cancellation of 
the election date.  
Guinea: The socio-political climate is easing with the composition of new Government. The 
security situation remains fragile with a number of barricades erected on major routes. UN 
restrictions of movement remain in place. A health cluster contingency plan has also been 
developed. 
Niger: The number of cases of malnutrition continues to rise. A total of 1,226 cases of 
moderate malnutrition and 333 cases with 9 deaths of severe malnutrition have already 
been notified in week 1 of 2009. The meningitis season has already commenced. 64 cases 
were notified in week 1, however no district has yet passed alert or epidemic threshold*. 
The WHO has continued to support surveillance and is supporting the development of 
contingency plan for meningitis. 
Uganda: Situation in the north remains calm despite the joint Uganda, DRC and South 
Sudan operations against the LRA rebels. Dry weather reported from Karamoja raising food 
security and meningitis outbreak concerns. Meningitis reported from Arua, Masindi and 
Hoima districts with 126 cases and 30 deaths. One subcounty in Hoima has crossed the 
meningitis epidemic threshold. 
Cholera outbreaks: Cholera outbreaks in the region are being followed up. In Guinea-
Bissau: The cholera outbreak has been controlled and the situation has not changed from 
last week. Kenya: No new update. South Africa: 2920 cases and 32 deaths*. Zambia:  
2,433 cases from 10/09 2008 to 19/01/2009*, Botswana and Malawi: No new update

Previous Week 

For more information please contact: Dr Omar Khatib, Programme Manager, EHA/AFRO email: khatibo@afro.who.int 
Sources: *WHO (HAC/EHA country FP, WHO/AFRO), ** International Humanitarian press and other partners 


