
 

I. General Overview 
 

The Grand Coalition Government has been rocked by threats of a pull-out by some of its members 
following the disputed nominations to the Judiciary. The President and Prime Minister, leaders of the 
Party for National Unity (PNU) and Orange Democratic Movement (ODM) respectively, have been locked 
in a public dispute over the nominations, which the speaker of the national Assembly termed 
unconstitutional and deferred to the constitutional court. Some Members of Parliament have turned their 
attention to the Prime Minister, threatening to pass a vote of no confidence in his office. Civil Society 
organisations filed a case against the nominations alleging that the President did not exhaust 
consultations with wider members of the public which article 10 of 
the new law demands. The Grand Coalition Government, 
established through the National Accords signed in 2008 demand for 
a co-lead Government. On 22 February, President Kibaki announced 
he withdrew the list he presented and would consult with the Prime 
Minister over the nominations.  
 
The Minister of Justice, National Cohesion and Constitutional Affairs 
Mr. Mutula Kilonzo, is concerned that implementation of the new 
Constitution is behind schedule by six months. Speaking at a 
breakfast meeting organised by his Ministry on 9th February 2011, in 
partnership with British Council, the National Cohesion and 
Integration Commission and PeaceNet, Mr. Kilonzo informed that his 
Ministry on 8 February 2011 presented the first bill on Vetting of 
Judges and Magistrates in line with implementation of the new law. 
He stated that Kenya is yet to enact a law on the electoral process 
noting that these bills are ready but not yet tabled. He stated that the 
Country is yet to enact a law on the electoral process. He alluded to 
the vacuum in Kenya not having a law to guide on the election of the 
next President. The Minister said a lot remains to be achieved in the 
objectives outlined in the National Dialogue and Reconciliation 
Accord- particularly Agenda 4 which comprises key elements of 
cohesion and integration. He said there needs to be a paradigm shift 
in the way Kenya tries perpetrators of violence including those 
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charged with instigating hate speech. He stated that the delay in passing crucial bills means that the 
reforms in the judiciary cannot be effected, including the need for a functional Truth Justice and 
Reconciliation Commission respected and accepted by the people they represent and even local trials of 
suspects named by the International Criminal Court.   
 
Active Citizens - an initiative of the British Council- says a recent study with communities in Kenya reveal 
that people are concerned about the current political atmosphere which indicates a re-emergence of 
ethnic blocks and short-term political maneuvering. Stakeholders at the breakfast meeting [referred to 
above] drew attention to long standing issues of internally displaced persons in Lamu [displaced during 
the Shifta war in the 1960s]; the need for the draft Policy on peace and conflict prevention to be passed in 
parliament as the country moves to a crucial general election in 2012; and the use of philanthropy as a 
means to raise awareness of the human face of the 2007 post-poll violence as a conflict mitigation 
strategy. Active Citizens is aimed at promoting cohesiveness and increased value of diversity, peaceful 
and effective engagement in social change through community representatives. 
 

The National Disaster Operations Centre says the city of Nairobi has seen an increase in the rates of fires 
that have been reported since January 2011. In total, between the month of January and 10th February 
2011, 71 fires were reported in Nairobi alone. These fires resulted in the loss of 2,016 jobs, 376 houses, 
113 shops, 2 deaths, 11 casualties (5 hospitalized) and asset losses in excess of Kes 80 million  (over 
USD 1 million). On 6th Feb 2011, four fires occurred simultaneously in different parts of Nairobi destroying 
business assets worth over Kes 11 million (est. US$ 134, 000) and killing two. Fire fighting services were 
overstretched and a coordinated response between public (Nairobi City Council, GSU), military (Kenya 
Airforce) and private (G4S, KKK securities and Securex) fire brigades was carried out. Fire also occurred 
in Kenya’s national hospital although it caused minimal damages on 26th January 20111.  
 

II. Humanitarian Situation 
 
Humanitarian Financing 
The 2011+EHRP is funded at 13 per cent with US$ 66 million received from the requested US$525 
million. Some critical sectors with long-term interventions aimed at building community resilience to 
drought response [Coordination, Agriculture and Livestock, Health and WASH] are poorly funded at zero 
to 17per cent only.  Meanwhile, the Emergency Response Fund (ERF), which got a funding boost of GBP 
1 million from the UK’s DFID is focused on drought response to districts in northern and north-eastern 
Kenya worst-hit by drought. Norway and Sweden also fund the ERF.  
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Drought  
With drought impacts set to worsen by April 2011, the United Nations Under-Secretary General for 
Humanitarian Affairs, Ms. Valerie Amos, concluded her mission to Kenya [and Somalia] on 3th February 
2011 by noting that recurrent droughts in Kenya have eroded livelihoods, especially for pastoral 
communities and highlighted the need for preparedness and early action as key elements of any strategy 
focused on responding to humanitarian emergencies. Water scarcity has emerged as a critical need for 
households and livestock in northern districts.  The North-Western (Lodwar, Lokichoggio), North-Eastern 
Kenya (Moyale, Marsabit, Wajir, Mandera, Garissa), South-Eastern (Makindu, Voi, Machakos) and the 
Coastal Strip (Mombasa, Malindi, Lamu, Tana River) are expected to remain dry throughout February 
20112. Following the announcement of the Short Rains Assessment results, the humanitarian sectors are 
reviewing their strategic response plans, assessing current interventions in their sectors and adapting the 
findings to inform future response. The comprehensive mapping of what agencies are doing to respond to 
drought in support to Government interventions will also inform gap analysis and support resource 
mobilisation initiatives.  The Government has also launched a hotline through the Crisis Response Centre 
to monitor stress reports of drought impacts across the country.  
 
Water and Sanitation 
The WASH sector has worked with GoK throughout 2009/10 to construct or rehabilitate 430 water supply 

schemes in arid and semi-arid lands (ASAL) providing water to 506,800 people. Training of Water Users 

Associations was included to improve the capacity of communities to sustain the water supply. These 

interventions have provided a solid DRR base to communities increasing their resilience and mitigating 

the effects of water scarcity and drought. The WASH Sector plans to continue such activities into 2011 

including providing sustained access to water for the increasing numbers of people in need and targeting 

960,000 vulnerable people in emergency prone areas. Activities are also focused on improving water 

quality at community level through distribution of supplies, promotion and training on household water 

treatment, sanitation and hygiene and the mobilisation of community actions on WASH issues 

 

Food Security                       
Food Security has deteriorated from 
generally borderline food insecure with 
moderate risk of deterioration, reported in 
the Long Rains Assessment (LRA 2010) 
in August, to borderline food insecure but 
with a high risk of deteriorating into Acute 
Food and Livelihood crisis. The recently 
released Short Rains report states “The 
population that is highly and moderately 
food insecure and unable to meet a 
significant proportion of their food needs 
rose to 2.4 million people in January 2011, 
from 1.6 million in December 2010”.  
Some parts of Mandera, Garissa, Moyale, 
and Marsabit have already slipped into 
Acute Food and Livelihood Crisis. The 
situation is likely to worsen further in the 
next three-four months, as the long rains 
are expected in March/April 2011. The 
Eastern Marginal areas of Ukambani and 
Coast which are Short Rains reliant may 
not benefit significantly from the Long 
Rains.  
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Nutrition 
The Nutrition Sector, in collaboration with Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation/Ministry of Health  
(MOPHS/MOMS) have developed a comprehensive response plan  to drought with the following key 
activities: (1) Scale-up delivery of essential nutritional services (i.e. diagnosis and management of acute 
malnutrition, micronutrient supplementation, support and protection of infant feeding practices, nutrition 

education and counselling) to 
affected populations. Most 
affected district should aim for 
maximum coverage of 
services; and (2) Ensure that 
efficient coordination 
mechanisms are in place at 
sub-national levels. Partners 
will be encouraged to 
participate in monthly 
coordination meetings from 
the planning phase to 
maintain efficient nutrition 
surveillance and reporting 
systems. Nine districts have 
been identified as being 
under alert stages of food 
insecurity, with 112,906 
children under five, estimated 
to be suffering from acute 
malnutrition. The districts are 
Marsabit, Moyale, Mandera, 
Wajir, Garissa, Isiolo, 
Turkana, Baringo and Kwale. 
The Sector is reviewing the 
list of the districts and will 
potentially extend the number 
to 14 districts following the 
SRA results. Among the 
additional districts may 
include Kajiado, Mwingi, Kitui 
and Mbere.  
 
 

 

 

Source: UNICEF/Nutrition Sector CP/Feb2011 

 

Agriculture and livestock 

Water stresses and rapidly diminishing pasture and fodder have led to untraditional migration of livestock 
in pastoral and agro-pastoral areas across the Country. In some instances there has been massive 
concentration of livestock - the result of which has been an upsurge of livestock diseases such as Foot 
and Mouth Disease (FMD), Contagious Caprine Pleural Pneumonia (CCPP), and Contagious Bovine 
Pleural Pneumonia (CBPP) reported in Wajir, West Pokot, Baringo, Laikipia, Garissa, and Mandera. 
Conflicts over water have been reported in Mandera, Wajir, Isiolo, Tana River, Baringo, and West 
Pokot. The emaciating animal conditions have devalued market prices and depict a worsening situation.  
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Conflict over pasture and water in Turkana cross-border regions with Sudan and Marsabit has left seven 
people dead in two separate 
incidents since January 2011. 
Meanwhile a community driven 
peace initiative between Turkanas 
and Pokots has resulted in a 
peaceful facilitated migration of 
livestock during the drought. A 
conflict prevention meeting was 
held on 6 February where the two 
communities – led by the local 
Chiefs, agreed to share grazing 
and water resources during the 
current drought3. 

In response to the livestock 
challenges wrought by drought, the 
Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) 
began a destocking exercise in 
different parts of the country on 5th 
February 2011. The KRCS targets 
to do destocking for some 3000 
families over a period of six 
months, countrywide.  
Meanwhile on 16 February 2011, 
some 500 families in Marsabit 
North and the neighbouring districts 
lost over 8,000 livestock – goats, 
sheep, camels, donkeys and cattle 
- following sudden/off season 
heavy rains. The already weak 
livestock that had faced the full 
brunt of severe drought were being 
driven to watering points, located 
over 50km away. The livestock 
succumbed to Pneumonia following 
the heavy rains experienced in 
Bubisa, Maikona, Turbi and their 
environs. The Kenya Red Cross 
Society carried out an assessment in the      Source: Kenya Food Security Steering Group (KFSSG), 

February 2011 affected areas, which recently benefitted from a destocking exercise that enabled 

pastoralists to sell over 6,000 livestock in an effort aimed at reducing livestock numbers before being 

decimated by severe drought.  

 
 
 

Education 
The Emergency Preparedness and response Plan of the Ministry of Education (MOE) has been 
completed. The Education Sector is now looking at how to better anchor it within the different Directorates 
of the Ministry to ensure that it is well understood and used by all. The Sector is waiting on data from 
districts on the impact of the drought on schooling for children. There are reports that children in schools 
are dropping out due to lack of water, as well as overcrowding in some areas where families have moved 
to access water. UNICEF is looking at supporting some schools that have admitted new pupils this year 
with Instructional materials.  
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Refugees and Host Communities 
A meeting between UNHCR and three Members of Parliament (MPs) from Garissa where the Dadaab 
refugee camps are located provided some hope to addressing the deadlock over the relocation of 
refugees from overcrowded camps in Dadaab. Key issues discussed were environmental degradation 
around the camps, unemployment for hosting communities and camp demarcation and extension.On the 
issue of environmental degradation, a committee made up of representatives of host communities, 
technicians of UNHCR and other agencies working on refugee issues was set up to look into 
environmental degradation. On camp extension, the members of parliament and UNHCR agreed for the 
extension in two camps; Ifo2 and Fafi, with each planned to accommodate 45,0000 refugees from the 
existing camps under some conditions the host community wish fulfilled. The three MPs attending the 
meeting also informed UNHCR that construction of the shelters for the extension will have to be done with 
the interlocking stabilizing bricks.  
 
Dadaab refugee camps in Garissa-North-Eastern Province- continue to receive a significant number of 
new arrivals, with the majority arriving from Somalia. A total of 13,945 have been registered since the 
start of this year with 13,662 individuals arriving from Somalia and the remaining from Ethiopia, Sudan, 
Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi. As of 13th February 2011, the overall population in the 
Dadaab camps stood at 317,976 persons. There are 81,831 and 46, 673 refugees in Kakuma and Nairobi 
respectively.  

Source: UNHCR Jan/Feb 2011 
 
Protection/Internally Displaced Persons 
The Protection Working Group held its annual work planning retreat which identified priority areas of 
action for 2011. The key activities include, conducting needs assessment on IDP populations across the 
country and responding to emerging needs, and supporting the adoption of the IDP policy in Parliament. 
The resettlement of Post-election violence IDPs is slowly progressing and occasionally sparks public 
anger and frustration in remaining IDPs.  On 14 February 2011, some 600 IDPs blocked the Nakuru-
Eldoret Highway in protest against delayed resettlement. Some 6238 families in 20 Self Help Groups from 
the post-election violence are yet to be resettled. 
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