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Myanmar: A country prone to a range of natural disasters

LEGEND

June 2010 (Floods in northern Rakhine State): The floods 
killed 68 people and affected 29,000 families. Over 800 
houses were completely destroyed.

JUN
2010

May 2008 (Cyclone Nargis): The Cyclone Nargis left some 
140,000 people dead and missing in the Ayeyarwady delta 
region. An estimated 2.4 million people lost partially or 
completely, their homes and livelihoods. 

MAY
2008

October 2010 (Cyclone Giri): At least 45 people were killed, 
over 100,000 people became homeless and some 260,000 
were affected. 

OCT
2010

March 2011 (6.8 Earthquake in Shan State): Over 18,000 
people were affected. At least 74 people were killed and 125 
injured. Over 3,000 people became homeless.

MAR
2011

October 2011 (Floods in Magway Region): Nearly 30,000 
people were affected to varying degree. Over 3,500 houses 
and some 5,400 acres of croplands were destroyed.

OCT
2011

August 2012 (Floods across Myanmar): The floods in 
different states and regions displaced some 86,000 people 
and affected over 287,000 individuals. 

AUG
2012

November 2012 (6.8 Earthquake in northern Myanmar): 
At least 16 people were killed and 52 injured, with over 
400 houses, 65 schools and some 100 religious building 
damaged due to the earthquake.

NOV
2012

May 2013 (Tropical Storm): Some 120,000 people in 
Rakhine were evacuated to safer locations in advance of a 
predictable cyclone with support from the Government. While 
the storm eventually impacted Bangladesh, the impact on 
Myanmar was limited.

MAY
2013

2002-2013

Myanmar ranks first on OCHA’s list of most at-risk Asia-Pacific countries in 2012.
The country is vulnerable to a wide range of hazards, including floods, cyclones, 
earthquakes, landslides and tsunamis. The likelihood for medium to large-scale 
natural disasters to occur every couple of years is high, according to historical data.

Whilst these events represented severe losses for the population, hindrances to development 
interventions, they did also result in increased collaboration between the Government, the international 
community and local organizations, as well as greater preparedness and response interventions.

Two major earthquakes affected 
over 18,000 people.

Floods affected over 
500,000 people.

Preparedness 
OCHA is supporting the implementation 
of the Minimum Preparedness Package 
for Emergency Response in Myanmar as 
a tool aimed at strengthening emergency 
preparedness building upon existing efforts 
and capacities. OCHA has developed an 
action plan, which will guide the design 
and delivery of a support package.
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Aug 2013 (Flash across Myanmar):  The floods in different 
states and regions displaced some 20,000 people. Kayin 
State was the worst affected with over 9,500 people initially 
displaced in Hpa-An, Hlaingbwe, and Paingkyon Townships.

Aug
2013

Cyclones affected over 
2.6 million people.


