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he West Asia - North Africa (WANA) Forum was initiated in response to the fact that nature abhors a vacuum. In our region, this vacuum represents the gradual loss of the noble art of 
conversation and the increased marginalisation of human beings who are the most important asset to stability and the most dangerous contributors to instability and violence."  
  
-HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal       
BACKGROUND 
The First Annual WANA Forum in April 2009 gathered 70 eminent individuals from WANA, and partners from outside the region, to identify regional challenges as well as discuss and
evaluate feasible approaches for tackling these concerns and advancing regional cooperation. Although promoting cooperation in a region that has experienced so much conflict may be a 
daunting task, there are many issues that cannot be effectively addressed by one nation alone.  

  
The WANA Forum is a long-term initiative that brings together decision-makers, civil society organisations, religious leaders, researchers, business owners, media representatives and other 

relevant regional stakeholders. It employs a participatory methodology in the work of the annual Forum and interim consultations, and seeks to engage the public in the process.  
Stakeholders are encouraged to bridge geographical and ideological boundaries to build on each other's work, adopt and contribute to the development of international standards and 

encourage synergies instead of duplicate efforts. In every step, the emphasis is always on what value-added does this work bring and how does it differ from what has already been attempted in 
WANA.                        

Three phases over a five year time period have been identified: to prioritise key issues and initiatives, develop concrete policy proposals and advocate these policy proposals to decision-
makers for implementation.  

The facilitator and guardian of the process is His Royal Highness Prince El Hassan bin Talal, with the generous support of The Nippon Foundation. Working groups, consisting of Forum 
Members and other key actors, advance the ideas that come out of the annual forums with the support of a Secretariat based in Amman.  

While participants at the First Annual WANA Forum were tasked with addressing priorities in social, economic and environmental break-out groups, they did not lose sight of how these
spheres interact. Two overarching themes were:  

1.         Cross-cultural exchange in WANA to learn more about each other, break down stereotypes and share knowledge of best practices.  
2.         "Greening WANA" - seeing the "green lining" in the global economic crisis by making "green" thinking a lucrative part of the recovery strategy.  
Five main crosscutting initiatives emerged, not as objectives in themselves but as means to an end, which is to address shared human concerns in the region:  

1.Reconstruction and Recovery 
2.Social Cohesion 
3.Environmental Education for Sustainable Development 
4.Modern Green Industrial Base  
5.Green Regional Infrastructure 

  
THE INITIATIVES 
1. RECONSTRUCTION AND RECOVERY 
Individuals from across the region highlighted the importance of governments, institutions and civil society actors taking collective responsibility for the fate of people living in conflict areas, 
and of the need for a new WANA-led approach. After all, the region faces many areas of conflict that set some countries lagging behind others in social and economic development and 
contributes to the destabilisation of the region as a whole.  

Reconstruction is the process of rebuilding a society, a polity and an economy in a manner which reduces the likelihood of reversion to conflict and promotes equitable development. It 
includes infrastructure rehabilitation, service provision and social development, governance and state building, rule of law, security sector reform and development, private-sector development 
as well as psycho-social recovery. The process of rebuilding a society involves social, economic and environmental dimensions and should be regarded as a way of preventing future conflicts.  
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The most active sites for post-conflict reconstruction are Iraq, Afghanistan, Lebanon, Palestine, Yemen and Sudan, all in the WANA region and yet, the region has ceded much control of the 

process to outside institutions. These interventions fail to reflect local cultures and priorities, which have thus derailed reconstruction efforts, resulting in cycles of continuous conflict and 
instability in the region.  

  
In cooperation with the Post-war Reconstruction and Development Unit (PRDU) at the University of York, the WANA Forum seeks to commission research to review the effectiveness of 

post-conflict reconstruction efforts and identify good practices and to explore the possibility of creating a "Centre of Excellence" in WANA to build human capacity through education, training 
and research. The three main components include:  

•           Current Deficits in Reconstruction: Addressing current deficits in internationally led, Western-oriented reconstruction efforts within the WANA region and identifying what is 
distinct about WANA-led reconstruction and where it deviates from existing models applied in places such as Iraq, Lebanon and Afghanistan. 

•           Contemporary WANA-Led Reconstruction & Gulf States Donorship: Examining recent instances of WANA-led reconstruction with a particular emphasis on the role of Gulf State 
actors from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, with a focus on what they do, where, why and to what effect. 

•           Towards WANA-Led Reconstruction: Strengthening and expanding current WANA-led efforts in war-torn countries based on the understanding of recovery capacity and ways of
enhancing it. 

2. SOCIAL COHESION 
The WANA Forum aims to highlight the contribution social policy can make to economic development, considering it as both an investment and as a way to ensure human security and the 

Legal Empowerment of the Poor.  
Relations between and within communities suffer when people lack work and food security and endure debt, ill-health, poor skills and bad living conditions. These basic necessities of life 

are the foundations of a strong social fabric and important indicators of social progress. Another tenet of cohesion is social order, safety and freedom from fear.  
Social cohesion should be understood beyond a safety net that protects and assists society's most vulnerable, and rather, as an integral part of socio-economic development that empowers 

everyone. It is about promoting a social cohesion mechanism in day-to-day life while also being reactive and strong enough to limit the damage of exposure to potential risks, whether it is the
global financial crisis, conflict or natural disasters.  

A regional Social Charter would further the aims of advancing social development by promoting the concept of citizenship, stimulating a process of dialogue with civil society and 
encouraging governments and non-state actors to demonstrate their commitment to the interests and welfare of their citizens.  

The creation of a regional cohesion fund is an important step toward establishing a more productive and forward-thinking mechanism for investing funds that benefit the entire region and 
not only in times of conflict. Existing funds that are currently used on an ad hoc basis could be reallocated for new purposes with an understanding of public policy that promotes social peace 
and justice.  

The aim of the WANA Forum's Social Cohesion Study is to initiate a multi-year collaborative effort that galvanises people in the region to think about social cohesion. The research project 
focuses on six stages:  

1.         Contextualising by combining global insights of current social development literature with regional cultural, political and structural realities and practices and assessing carrying and
recovery capacity. 

2.         Compiling a WANA region social development index using advanced econometric techniques to identify and cluster those countries which are better/worse off in terms of social
cohesion. 

3.         Exploring case studies in Turkey, Lebanon and Oman on innovative mechanisms for delivering social cohesion (both formal and informal). 
4.         Investigating various ways to promote cooperation at the regional level drawing on practices in the context of WANA, reflecting cooperation between NGOs, states and networks of 

extended families across borders. 
5.         Evaluating international social cohesion experiences proposed by the institutions of global governance and international think tanks, with the aim of identifying good international 

practices which may be useful to the WANA region. 
6.         Formulating policy recommendations which are technically and politically feasible and fiscally sound.  
3. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
The WANA region, as the rest of the world, faces environmental problems of critical importance to its development, such as water scarcity and the impact of climate change on natural 

resources. Increased worldwide awareness about the environment over the past few decades has been accompanied by a parallel recognition of the need for environmental education, which is 
an essential component of the larger framework of education that seeks to foster good citizenship.  

Environmental Education (EE) is a process in which individuals gain awareness of their environment and acquire and exchange knowledge, values, skills, experiences and the determination 
which enables them to act individually and collectively to solve environmental problems.  

Yet Environmental Education for Sustainable Development (EESD) is a concept that goes far beyond environmental education. It is the educational process of achieving human development 
(economic growth, social development and environmental protection), which includes education for poverty alleviation, human rights, gender equality, cultural diversity, international
understanding and peace.  

Hima - the Arabic word referring to conservation - is originally an Islamic concept, which lends support to the utilisation of culturally appropriate frameworks for helping people understand 
why sustainable development, in the long run, offers the best hope for meeting the needs of future generations.  

In spite of achievements in environmental education in WANA, impediments remain: the absence of a systematic approach to environmental education, lack of sufficient and sustained 
economic support, existence of contradictions and gaps in the usage of concepts and methods, insufficient teaching capacity, scarcity in the production and distribution of teaching materials,
and lack of evaluation mechanisms and continuity in programmes.  

  
The WANA Forum seeks to facilitate the establishment of the following:  
1.Mapping regional initiatives and networking with relevant stakeholders. 
2.Conducting an environmental awareness study to assess the level of environmental awareness. 
3.Establishing and consolidating mechanisms for fostering integration and increased communication among government, private sector and civil society actors.  
4.Investigating environmental teaching methodologies and devising training programmes for educators and others.  
5.Developing common teaching materials and teaching methodologies appropriate for utilisation at different levels in WANA countries. 
6.Consolidating public policies on environmental education within the framework of sustainable development and establishing a "Guidelines for Excellence" for environmental education. 

7.         Promoting the development of financing the implementation of a WANA Agreement on Environmental Education.  
4. MODERN GREEN INDUSTRIAL BASE 
One structural feature that impedes social and economic progress in WANA is rentierism and the "Dutch Disease". Oil revenues and foreign aid have been the main engines of economic

growth since the end of the Second World War. The absence of a modern industrial base and the prevalence of rentierism have contributed to the widening of income gaps within countries and
among them. It has also lead to policies aimed at gaining short-term access to revenues and benefits, as opposed to policies that are in the long-term public interest.  

Investment in real-estate and stock exchange bubbles do not generate enough job opportunities. Therefore, rather than increasing charity and further rentierism, efforts should be made to 
promote the development of a modern industrial base. The private sector could play a key role in this effort.  

WANA missed the first industrial revolution based on coal and the steam engine, and then the second industrial revolution based on oil and the internal combustion engine. The silver lining 
of the absence of a modern industrial base is that in the current global economic crisis, WANA has no ailing industries to bail out. It can pave its own path independent of the 'late
industrialisers' with the opportunity to leapfrog into the third post-carbon industrial revolution. The adoption of solar energy technologies, such as the Desertec initiative, is an example of
where countries do not repeat the mistakes of highly industrialised countries.  

Setting up an electric car industry without having to protect any oil based automotive industry is a case in point. Greenfield industrial development (setting up industrial complexes from 
scratch) also produces environment friendly output and provides "green" jobs, in the sense of employment in post carbon sectors. Thus, green vehicle production would not only help create an 
industrial base that currently does not exist in WANA, it would increase specialised knowledge, promote technological advancement that would make WANA a potential leader in the world, 
increase employment opportunities and decrease the carbon footprint of the region.  

The WANA Forum seeks to develop a strategy for initiating electric vehicle production and will commission a study to investigate the level of industrial capacity, availability of skilled 



 

labour, niches in the market/demand for the product and possible incentives for partners and investors in the region.  
  

5. GREEN REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
Participants at the First Annual WANA Forum supported the concept of establishing a Community of Water and Energy for the Human Environment. After all, the historic European Coal and 
Steel Community (ECSC), a six-nation international organisation serving to unify Western Europe during the Cold War, created the foundation for the modern-day European Union.  

Cross-border infrastructure development (water, energy, transportation and communications systems) is crucial for enhanced regional cooperation and economic integration. WANA 
countries must share the responsibility to protect and sustainably manage the global commons for the benefit of future generations thereby creating a regional commons that enhances the
region's carrying capacity. An important area of cooperation for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is binding its countries closer through efficient infrastructural linkages in
transportation, telecommunications and energy.  

Empirical evidence indicates that infrastructure spending has a positive and statistically significant effect on long-run economic development, stimulating employment growth and improving 
quality of life. A United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) study on infrastructure in developing Asian countries has shown that road transport 
and electricity, in particular, play a key role in poverty reduction.  

  
Infrastructure also improves socio-economic and environmental conditions by providing basic needs and utilities such as roads, water, sanitation, environment-friendly power and telephone 

lines. It can reduce poverty by facilitating access to basic services and increasing economic opportunities and income generating capacity. Finally, regional infrastructure development
facilitates the movement of goods and services and supports trade and investment expansion, financial market development and labour mobility.  

  
The WANA Forum seeks to explore the development of a regional infrastructure in the areas of water, energy, transportation and communications. Forum Members have addressed the 

prospect of transportation as an important field to examine comprehensively, including the development of highway systems, removing barriers between countries and the possibility of
constructing a high-speed train.  
 THE CROSSCUTTING DIMENSION  
A common thread that connects all these initiatives is the need to learn more about each other in the region and to share knowledge of best practices. One of the concerns that emerged at the 
First Annual WANA Forum was that there is little cross-cultural understanding within WANA itself, and that the culture of tolerance within and among states would be needed to address the 
deep rifts that exist. Establishing regional student and internship exchange programmes will be one important aspect that all these initiatives will incorporate as well as utilising the media as an 
effective tool for bridging gaps.  

Green innovation is another overarching theme that runs throughout these initiatives. Currently, conflict-prone areas are used as toxic dumping grounds for hazardous waste and exploited by 
international companies and entities concerned only with profiteering. Furthermore, environmental factors are increasingly the cause of conflicts around the world. Climate change with its 
associated failure of rains and expansion of deserts is at the heart of the conflict in Darfur, with clashes over scarce resources, including water and land. According to Achim Steiner, the
executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, "Sudan's tragedy is not just the tragedy of one country in Africa it is a window to a wider world, underlining how issues such 
as uncontrolled depletion of natural resources like soils and forests, allied to impacts like climate change, can destabilise communities, even entire nations."  

Energy is another factor that is all too often neglected in current reconstruction and recovery efforts. According to The Reconstruction of Gaza 2009 PRDU report "The conflict in Gaza 
resulted in the loss of energy to nearly two-thirds of Gaza's population, exacerbating the humanitarian crisis. The unpredictable and dramatically fluctuating cost of fuel likewise makes Gaza 
energy insecure even during times of relative calm. The region would be far more secure if energy sources were diversified and decentralised. Solar, wind and tidal energy are all viable, to
varying degrees, and should be pursued."  

  
To be successful in the long-term, any effort toward reconstruction must be based on 'green' recovery and address the social and economic concerns of ordinary people. The negative effects 

of conflict could present an opportunity to reconstruct communities based on good governance, green infrastructure development and socially cohesive policies.  
An integral part of greening the economy involves the concept of green infrastructure as an approach to long-term planning for sustainable development. Investment in mass-transit is one 

example of an area ripe with development opportunities that provide green jobs, fuel productivity and based on environmentally sound practices. Green infrastructure development could also 
be integrated into reconstruction and recovery efforts to revive post-conflict communities.  

Environmental Education for Sustainable Development (EESD) may present one of the best opportunities for regional cooperation as a "soft-policy field", says Professor Volker Perthes, 
director of the German Institute for International and Security Affairs.  

Environmental education, at its core, involves the social and economic spheres and thus has a practical impact on people's everyday lives. Part of meeting the goals of environmental 
education for sustainable development has to entail linking lessons to practical life and teaching about the key social, political, ecological and economic factors that influence decision making 
on local, national and global issues. EESD reform also has the potential to offer new thinking about education as a whole. According to Dr. Maya Yaha, Regional Advisor on Social Policies at
the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), "The region suffers from obsolete teaching methods, lack of teaching and administrative skills in schools, poor involvement 
of parents, lack of extracurricular activities and curricula that does not encourage critical thinking, group work and leadership development."  
Therefore, if environmental education is evaluated on the basis of the value‐added it brings to students and to society as a whole, than the implications of a proposal for reform is 
sure to be multifaceted and far‐reaching. 


