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The situations remains stable in many affected departments of the country, with the water slowly receding and 
the dry season expected to start soon. 
 
The humanitarian response is ongoing in the affected departments, particularly the distribution of food and 
non-food items by United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations.  
 
The risk of waterborne diseases remains high, but monitoring activities continue to prevent disease outbreaks 
in the next few weeks, when the water will recede. 
 

 
Early Recovery 
• On 18 November, the Government, in collaboration with the European Union, the United Nations and the World 

Bank organized an initial Post-Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) training to brief partners on the scope and 
methodology of the different sectoral assessments to be carried out over the next few weeks.  

 
Education 
• According to the rapid needs assessment missions that took place last week, many schools were damaged 

by floods, particularly in the South in the Department of Zou. Some schools are inaccessible due to mud and 
water, with some classes still flooded. Teaching materials have been destroyed or washed away by the 
floods. Presence of snakes is also posing a risk in the schools. The lack of proper sanitation facilities is 
worsening the situation and increasing the risk of disease outbreaks. Children are currently without food, as 
the school feeding programme has not started and parents are unable to feed their children properly due to 
reduced purchasing power, as a consequence of the loss of their crops. 

• Risk reduction measures are needed to prevent schools from being built in improper locations. School 
infrastructures are very precarious and the risk of future damage remains high. Most of the problems raised 
by the assessment missions are structural and they need long-term solution. 

 
Food Security 
• The World Food Programme (WFP) in collaboration with Caritas is planning to distribute food this week in 

the municipalities of Aguégué and Bonou in the Ouémé Department. 
• On 17 November, CARE started food distributions for 32 households in Houedo Wo village in the 

municipality of Adjohoun in the Ouémé Department. An additional 76 families received hygiene kits. 
Distributions will continue in Aguégué, Bonou, Dangbo and in the municipalities of Zagnanando and Ouinhi 
(Department of Zou).  

• WFP, Care and Caritas are working on the validation of the beneficiaries’ lists for the Ouémé Department in 
order to avoid duplication. 

• Food distributions are being slowed down due to inaccessibility of the areas around Karimama and Lokossa, 
where trucks remain stuck in the mud. 

• The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) began discussions with the Ministry of Agriculture for 
measures to be taken with the aim of the local acquisition of seeds for the farmers, beneficiaries of the 
emergency programme. 

 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• According to the rapid needs assessment, floods-affected schools need a multisectorial intervention. 
• Food and non-food items distributions continue in the affected departments. 
• An air cargo transporting relief items donated by Iran arrived in Cotonou on 19 November. 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Health 
• The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), in collaboration with Caritas, is ensuring the distribution of 

essential medicines and 32 different types of reproductive health kits in 25 health centres in 15 affected 
municipalities. The kits will cover the needs of 650,000 people, mainly pregnant and lactating women. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) has called in a technical officer to strengthen health cluster 
coordination and provide technical support to health situation monitoring. 

 
Nutrition 
• UNICEF is providing support to strengthen the capacities of health staff and community health workers on the 

management and prevention of malnutrition in affected communes of the Department of Ouémé-Plateau. Training 
sessions are due to start on 29 November. 

 
Logistics 
• In order to enhance the sharing of logistical information, the Logistics Cluster lead has requested all other 

Clusters to provide information on logistical problems faced during their operations and submit information 
before the end of the week. The information gathered will enable the Cluster to acquire a thorough picture of 
the problems faced in the field as well as their relative importance, share it with all actors and work with 
relevant partners towards a solution.  

• The Logistics Cluster is planning an evaluation of the state of transport to the North of Karimama, in 
particular past the village of Mossey. Transport by boat might provide an alternative to road transport for 
both FIs and NFIs. 

• The Logistics Cluster is facilitating the dispatching of bilaterally donated NFIs for faster distributions to 
beneficiaries and to enhance the efficient use of warehouse capacities.  

 
Shelter and Non Food Items (NFI) 
• The cluster reports that as of today a total of 1,630 tents have been installed thanks to UNHCR and the 

national Red Cross and Caritas in the municipalities of Athiémé, Grand Popo, Karimama, Malanville Ouinhi, 
Zagnanando and Zogodomey benefiting more than 9,000 people.  

• The cluster delivered 715 tents in the North of the country, in Karimama and Malanville. The cluster is 
working with the logistics cluster and Caritas to coordinate the distribution. An additional 262 tents have 
been delivered to cover all the needs in the North. Plan-Benin is planning to deliver 60 tents in Couffo 
Department.  

• An assessment mission is ongoing in Athiémé to assess the needs of the affected population and to monitor 
the situation following the installation of 150 tents last week.  

• On 17 November, CARE started NFI distribution in Houedo-WO in the municipality of Adjohoun for 82 
households. 

• UNFPA is receiving hygienic kits to cover the needs of 600 men and 600 pregnant women. Kits will be 
distributed next week in 25 health centers. 

 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
• This week the cluster will distribute 144,000 water purification tablets (Aquatab) in the North of the country, 

in the municipalities of Tchaourou, Karimama and Malanville where monitoring missions are also taking 
place.  

• The United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) and the Direction d’hygiène et assainissment de base (DHAB), 
started the installation of 120 latrines and 60 showers in the IDP camps of Gangban (Ouinhi), Kpoto 
(Zagnanando) and Kpokissa (Zogbodomé) benefiting 3,000 people. UNICEF, CARE and Caritas are 
distributing jerry cans, soaps and other non-food items in the IDP sites.  

• Distribution of water, water analysis and wells treatments continue in collaboration with firemen in Cotonou 
and Zagnanando. 

 

• As the water continues to recede aid organisations are facing access difficulties due to degraded road 
conditions.  

• The inter clusters linkages are being strengthened as the response continues. 
 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 
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On 19 November, an air cargo transporting relief items, including 380 tents, 5,000 mosquito nets, 3,000 
plastic sheetings, 412 sets of serum and 570 packs of medicines, arrived in Cotonou, as part of a donation 
from the Government of Iran. 
 
The Government of Germany donated 217,000 euros to people affected by floods. The funds will be used for 
the distribution of NFI in the most affected municipalities and they will cover the needs of 7,200 households 
from November until the end of February 2011 through a project carried out by Caritas Benin.  
 
For all financial contributions received so far, please refer to:  
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/fts.nsf/doc105?OpenForm&rc=1&cc=ben  
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 
Cotonou: Nardos Békélé-Thomas, UN Resident Coordinator in Benin 
nardos.bekele_thomas@one.un.org, +229 21 31 3045/46 /79 
 
OCHA Cotonou: Lily Adhiambo, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
adhiambo@un.org, +229 66 55 6291 
 
OCHA Cotonou: Stefania Trassari, Public Information Officer 
trassari@un.org, +229 66 55 6281 
 
OCHA Dakar: Noel Tsekouras, Deputy Head of West Africa Regional Office  
tsekouras@un.org, +221 33 869 8535 ; +221 77 450 2132  
 
OCHA New York: Anne-France White, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
white5@un.org +1 212 963 1172 
 
For more information on Benin emergency, please visit www.reliefweb.int 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


