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2010 Earthquake in Haiti 
Summary, end of March 2010   
 
Situation 
On 12 January 2010, a massive earthquake measuring 7 
on the Richter scale devastated Haiti. According to UN re-
ports, over 220,000 people lost their lives, and a further 
300,000 were injured. Around 1.5 million were made home-
less and are now living in makeshift accommodation. 
Added to this is the imminent arrival of the rainy season 
and hurricanes. 
 
Humanitarian Aid and SHA (HA+SHA) 
Since 2005, the SDC Programme Office in Port-au-Prince 
has formed the backbone of Swiss Humanitarian Aid op-
erations and missions in Haiti. The role of the six HA+SHA 
experts still based in the country is to consolidate emer-
gency aid missions and to establish the strategic direction 
of its further commitment in the country regarding early 
recovery and reconstruction efforts. 
Direct action by the HA/SHA 
Swiss Humanitarian Aid responded by launching a com-
prehensive relief operation and dispatching more than 110 
experts (doctors, logistics’ specialists, water/sanitation en-
gineers and emergency shelter experts) to the disaster 
zone.  
§ Aid deliveries 

A total of three cargo planes delivered more than 170 
tonnes of aid supplies (large- and family-size tents, 
tarpaulins, medicines and medical materials and 
equipment, building tools, rubber water tanks, mosquito 
nets, blankets, kitchen sets, water canisters etc.). Due to 
the capacity overloading at the airport in Port-au-Prince, 
most of the aid arrived in Haiti via the Dominican 
Republic. 
§ Medical support 

The Swiss medical team, divided into four separate 
units, worked in the Haitian State University Hospital, 
treating over 800 patients, some 620 of whom required 
surgery (in many cases life-saving). The team also 
assisted 95 births, with many of the women requiring a 
Caesarean section. In early March, management of the 
paediatrics unit was handed back to the hospital 
administration.  
§ Shelter 

With help from the US armed forces and local NGOs, 
around 2,000 families (approx. 10,000 people) in Santo 
Domingo were provided with material, including timber, 
sheets of corrugated iron, planes, wire, nails and tools, to 
build temporary shelters. 
§ Water  

In cooperation with local firms and the authorities, around 
50 existing drinking water distribution points (known 
locally as “water kiosks”) in Port-au-Prince were 
reinstated and/or temporary points were set up, which 
provided clean drinking water to over 50,000 people. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
§ Cooperation with Swiss relief organisations and 

Swiss Solidarity 
The SDC chaired regular discussions on the ground 
with Swiss relief organisations regarding cooperation 
and the coordination of relief efforts. 
Regular discussions with Swiss relief organisations 
and Swiss Solidarity on possible cooperation are also 
held back in Switzerland.  
§ Multilateral commitment 

Financial contributions to our partner organisations  
ICRC, WFP and OCHA (see table below).  

The needs of OCHA, WFP and UNICEF are regularly 
reviewed both in the field and back at headquarters.  

A Swiss earthquake engineering specialist from the 
SHA took part in the UN-coordinated mission “Post 
Disaster Needs Assessment” (PDNA). The findings 
were used to lay the groundwork for the medium-term 
recovery and reconstruction programme, which was 
handed over to the international community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Studying the shelter-prototype …” 
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SDC/HA contributions to date 

Bilateral 
§ Swiss aid supplies, incl. transport 5,070,000 CHF 
§ Direct action   1,500,000 CHF 
§ Operational costs (personnel) 1,350,000 CHF 
§ Swiss Red Cross 500,000 CHF 
Multilateral 
§ ICRC  1,000,000 CHF 
§ WFP  1,000,000 CHF 
§ WFP logistic support 940,000 CHF 
§ WFP secondments 140,000 CHF 
§ OCHA  500,000 CHF 
Total 12,000,000 CHF 

Reconstruction 
§ Additional federal funds 

On 24 March 2010, the Swiss government (Federal 
Council) announced that it would earmark CHF 36 million 
in aid over the 2010-2012 period to help the reconstruc-
tion effort in Haiti. 
The UN invited Switzerland to attend the ministerial con-
ference “Towards a New Future for Haiti” in New York on 
31 March 2010. Switzerland will present its programme 
of support for the Haitian people at the event.  
Swiss aid will be used chiefly for reconstruction efforts 
and the restoration of basic infrastructures, especially the 
earthquake-resistant reconstruction of schools and hos-
pitals, as well as drinking water and wastewater treat-
ment facilities. 
However, the major challenges in coming years will be 
rural development, food security and re-forestation. Due 
to the very fragile environment in Haiti, it is especially 
important to provide people in the country with knowl-
edge on sustainable farming techniques, with higher-
quality seed and the capacity to store and trade their 
produce. 
The SDC will coordinate its future programmes in the 
country with the reconstruction plans of the Haitian gov-
ernment. Its activities will be concentrated in the area 
southwest of the capital, which was particularly hard hit 
by the earthquake. 
§ Private funds 

In addition to funds from the Swiss government, there is 
a further CHF 55 million in private donations raised by 
the Swiss Solidarity Chain. These funds will be coordi-
nated and implemented by Swiss non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs), in cooperation with the SDC. 

 
 
 
 

 
Outlook 
§ As part of the Swiss government’s brief, the SDC 

(Humanitarian Aid and Regional Cooperation) is 
currently devising a plan for Swiss short- and medium-
term commitment in Haiti. The primary purpose of this 
work is to define and organise the transition from 
emergency relief to reconstruction. 
§ At the present time, the main concern is still the 

provision of adequate shelter. Haiti has already 
experienced the first heavy rains of the season. More 
Haitians have lost their lives in the resulting floods and 
landslides. The official hurricane season runs from 
June to November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further information 
Email: hh@deza.admin.ch  

Tel: + 41 (0)31 322 31 24   www.deza.admin.ch   

 

“… and the end result.” 
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