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Emergency Relief Coordinator 

on visit to DRC 

 

John Holmes, United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordi-
nator, will be visiting the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) from the 3-

8 September. 

 

Mr. Holmes is first visiting Kinshasa 
for meetings with the Government, 
UN, NGOs, donors and MONUC 
officials. During the rest of his trip he 
will go to the troubled provinces of 
the East, South and the Kivus. Mr. 
Holmes will primarily focus on the 
issues of forced displacement, child 
soldiers and sexual and gender-

based violence (SGBV).  

 

Intermittent conflict in the east has generated an estimated 
163,000 new displacements in North Kivu alone since Janu-
ary. The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) reports that thousands 
of newly displaced people are fleeing tensions and insecurity 
in the Masisi and Rutshuru districts of North Kivu, in the east-

ern DRC as a result of the recent fighting.   

 

In order to get a first hand account of the humanitarian con-
sequences of the conflict in the east, Mr. Holmes will visit  in-
ternally displaced persons sites, hospitals and health centres 
specialised in assistance to victims of sexual violence and a 

centre for reinsertion of child soldiers. 

He will then hold discussions with victims, beneficiaries of 
humanitarian assistance, humanitarian workers and local au-
thorities to, among others, advocate for the protection of civil-

ians who are bearing the brunt of the current hostilities.  

 

Following his six day mission in DRC, Mr. Holmes is expected 

to give a press conference in Nairobi.  

 

Numbers of Chadian displaced rises as 

IDP strategy faces funding crunch  

 

The 90 day strategy for the assistance of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) in Chad was launched on 11 May. The strategy 
is to target, among other issues, 272,000 IDPs in the East of 
the country. According to OCHA Chad, the $22.2 million ap-

peal received less than 10% funding by July.  
 

 According to the Internally Displaced Monitoring Centre 
(IDMC), the under funding of the IDP strategy appeal may 
partly be attributed to the fact that it included UNHCR’s fund-
ing needs for protection, shelter and non-food items (NFIs).  
Many of these requirements were already contained in a pre-
vious UNHCR  supplementary appeal that may have confused 
donors. This will be addressed by a revised strategy that is yet 

to be finalized.  

 

The overall objectives of the revised IDP strategy are to ad-
dress, in a coordinated manner, the humanitarian needs of 
IDPs and host population as feasible and applicable, including 
all communities concerned by the crisis. The revised strategy 
also seeks to promote the search of durable solutions for IDPs 
including the return to their places of origin when the situa-
tion allows or their integration in the host community. The 
sectors that are included in the 90-day strategy include pro-
tection, water and sanitation, food security, shelter and NFIs, 
health and nutrition, education, logistics, and coordination 

with combined project requirements totaling USD 22,239,369.  

 

With increased insecurity, it is unlikely that the IDPs will return 
to their villages soon. This has led to the elaboration of the 
newly coined, ’ IDP emergency strategy’ meant to replace the 
May 90-day strategy.  The revised long-term strategy hopes to 
address the implementation of an efficient coordination 
mechanism based on the cluster approach both at field and 

N’djamena level.  
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affected 50,000 people and 8,500 acres of crop land and sig-
nificant damage to roads, bridges and culverts limiting access 
to the affected areas, damage to water sourced and sanitation 

facilities.  

 

Heavy rains that pounded the Western province of Kenya 
have had a devastating effect on lowland areas and caused 
flooding and landslides affecting some 18,000 people (OCHA 
Kenya). Rains are projected to continue into mid September. 
There are concerns that the situation may become much more 
severe due to the health consequences of the floods in this 
highly malaria prone region where cholera has been a persis-

tent problem over the past months.  

 

In Ethiopia, alarming increases in dam and river water levels 
are posing the risk of flooding. According to OCHA Ethiopia, 
preliminary estimates indicate 103,000 people affected in Afar, 
Amhara, Tigray, SNNPR and Gambella regions. In Amhara Re-
gion, flooding has exacerbated the spread of Acute Watery 
Diarrhoea (AWD). Lake Tana levels continue to rise possibly 
leading to more displacement. A flood contingency plan for 
78,000 people and emergency coordination taskforces have 
been put in place. Communities and livestock at risk have been 
evacuated to higher grounds and early warning messages 

have been communicated.  
 

In Somalia, localized flooding caused by a breach of the Sha-
belle river banks may have destroyed 4,000 hectares of farm-
land in southern Somalia’s Middle Shabelle region and affected 
some 12,000 people (IRIN). Efforts by the local administration 
to strengthening embankments to prevent more flooding and 
assess needs may not be sufficient as the level of the river has 

been rising.  

 

Chad / Darfur 

Chadian nomads crossing into Darfur  

A joint report by the Sudanese Commissioner for Refugees 
(COR) and the Office of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), that addresses the reasons for 
the movement of Chadian nomads in to Darfur and their legal 
status, has been finalized. In the report, UNHCR has recom-

mended that the group be granted prima facie refugee status.  

Tanzania - Kenya 

Earth tremor preparedness actions 

stepped up  
 

Concern with regard to the tremors that originate from Lake 
Natron Region near Arusha is likely to continue. So far 26 
tremors have been felt in Arusha, Tanzania and 20 in Kenya 
since mid July, the last being a 5.2 magnitude tremor on 20 
August. Experts from the University of Dar es Salaam have 
stated that the tremors associated with the phenomenon 
called ‘seismic swarm’ which is a sequence of shock waves, 

could continue for another two months or so.  

 

Preparedness actions are being stepped up within the re-
gion. The Government of Kenya is preparing to release public 
information on preparedness measures for its citizens and 
finalizing an earthquake and multi hazard response plan for 
the country.  In Tanzania, President Jakaya Kikwete visited 
the volcano site while UN agencies are finalizing their prepar-
edness plans especially in Arusha that is only 100 km from 
the epicenter of the earthquakes. OCHA Kenya and the Re-
gional Office are supporting these efforts in Nairobi and 

Arusha. 
 

Experts in the region are analysing the lessons learned from 
the 15th August 2007 Peru earthquake and preparing for the 
Fourth International Conference on Earthquakes in Entebbe, 

Uganda from 3 to 4 December 2007. 

 

Chad, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya 

Emerging impact of floods   

The emerging impact of the floods is becoming more appar-
ent in a number of countries in Central and East Africa with 
an estimated 600,000 people affected in the region thereby 

generating humanitarian concern.  
 

In Sudan, the humanitarian situation for the 410,000 people 
already affected by floods in northern and southern Sudan is 
likely to persist into September. According to a UN-Sudan 
progress report (03-26 August 2007), over 3.5 million people 
could be at risk in the event of outbreaks of waterborne and 
vector-borne epidemics. Monitoring flood levels remains a 
high priority until the end of September, particularly in the 
Flood Plains and Nile / Sobat River zones. The level of flood-
ing will determine the performance of all food production 
systems and food access between October 2007 and April 
2008. Rainfall may also continue to compound the impacts of 
civil insecurity and severely limit humanitarian access in Dar-

fur and eastern Chad.  
 

The consequences of floods across Chad have led to displace-
ment, deaths of people, destruction of houses and fields. An 
OCHA Chad situation report indicates flooding at the Sudan/
Chadian border. Water levels have been increasing on the 
Chadian side threatening the Habile IDP site and placing 
some 30,000 IDPs at risk. It remains to be seen how the re-
cent Chadian government appeal for funds will improve the 

situation.  
 

Heavy rains falling across eastern and central districts of 
Uganda since late July have been the heaviest in 35 years. 
According to the Uganda Red Cross, substantial flooding has 

All of the Chadian nomads came with their livestock, food, belongings, and port-

able shelters 

Credit : N. Yacoub/UNHCR/2007 
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Approximately 30,000 Chadian nomads have ar-

rived in West Darfur over the last three months,  

  

Nomadic cross-border movements have existed for centuries in 
the region, with groups of nomads moving back and forth with 
their livestock seeking areas where water and grazing land are 
available.  Some of the recent arrivals mentioned scarce re-
sources in Chad, especially water, as the main reason for leav-
ing.  However, the recent cross-border movements to Darfur 
have mainly been prompted by insecurity in eastern Chad at the 

end of last year and during the first part of this year. 

 

The majority of the refugees originate from the Tiero, Marena, 
Mayo, and Awinrado areas in south-eastern Chad. The popula-
tion brought with them their livestock, portable shelters, and 
sacks of sorghum, which makes them self-sufficient at the pre-
sent time. The new arrivals are mainly of Arab nomadic or semi-
nomadic tribes. Two-thirds of the group entered West Darfur 
around Foro Baranga, 200 kilometres south of El Geneina, and 

settled along the Wadi Azoum river bed.   
 

Although the group has not expressed any need for assistance 
so far, UNHCR has recommended providing the most vulnerable 
with a one-month food ration, and has advised the Ministry of 
Health to vaccinate all children against the most common dis-
eases. Furthermore, in cases where members of the group are 
living in the homes abandoned by displaced Darfurians, UNHCR 
has advised the Government to clarify land property issues with-
out delay, so that returning Darfurians may return to their dwell-

ings, should they wish to do so. 

Recommended Reading 

 

ICG: International Crisis Group (ICG) Report: Burundi: Finalizing 

Peace with the FNL: 

http://www.crisisgroup.org 

FSAU: Special FSAU Food Security and Nutrition:  

http://www.fsausomali.org/fileadmin/uploads/1154.pdf 
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Disclaimer: The information in this document is consolidated from 

reports and field information from a variety of sources including OCHA 

field staff, United Nations agencies, humanitarian partners, NGOs, 

news agencies, and others. The articles provided are subject to avail-

ability of data and do not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified. The 

Humanitarian Newsmaker is intended to bring to the attention of 

media and humanitarian partners newsworthy humanitarian develop-

ments in the Central and East African region in order to contribute to 

the fulfillment of OCHA’s mandate. Articles do not necessarily reflect 

the views of the United Nations. 
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Sept. 3 - 6 

  

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon visits Sudan, 

Chad and Libya (to Sept. 6) 

Sept. 3 – 8 

  

U.N Under-Secretary-General and Emergency 

Relief Coordinator, John Holes visits DRC (to Sept. 

Sep. 5 International Literacy Day 

Sept. 8 

  

Planned Press Conference by U.N. Under-

Secretary-General and Emergency Relief Coordi-

nator John Holmes, Nairobi 

Sept. 21 

  

International Day of Peace 

For further information on any of these articles, please contact: 

Jens Laerke, Public Information Officer, laerke@un.org, 

phone: +254 (20) 762  2119, mobile: +254 (0)7 22 513 503 

Luluwa Ali, Humanitarian Reporting and Media Relations Officer,  

Ali19@un.org, phone: +254 (20) 762 1004, mobile: +254 (0)727 532 144 
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