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S I T U A T I O N  O V E R V I E W    
 
 

MAPUTO AMMUNITION DEPOT DISASTER 
 
1. On Thursday 22 March, massive explosions occurred at an ammunition depot in the capital Maputo. The 

powerful blasts sent artillery and mortar shells flying over nearby residential neighborhoods, destroying 
houses, killing over 100 people and injuring more than 400 according to Government authorities. Several 
unexploded munitions and shell casings were dispersed, posing a threat to the safety of the people living 
in the surrounding areas. As people returned to their homes, the UN sent a message urging the 
population not to handle or remove any suspicious objects to avoid further injuries and loss of lives. The 
humanitarian community is in contact with Government officials and national civil society organizations 
and has offered its full support, pulling from its expertise in areas such as de-mining and crisis 
management.   

 
2. Mozambique’s national News Agency (AIM) reported on 27 March that the government is raising about 

US$ 23 million (600 million Meticais) to build silos to store obsolete weaponry. In parallel with 
transferring the explosive devices from inhabited areas, the Mozambican Armed Forces are also carrying 
out an operation to destroy the obsolete materials stored in warehouses. Since January, the Defense 
Ministry has destroyed about 100 tones of obsolete weaponry in the Maputo province alone. According 
to INGC as of 26 March, the Ministry of Defense collected a total number of 3,964 explosive devices.  

 
FLOOD AND CYCLONE AFFECTED AREAS 

 
3. The INGC currently estimates that 140,000 people are in accommodation centres. An additional 55,500 

people are moving to expanded resettlement sites, initially established after the 2001 floods in provinces 
of Tete, Manica, Sofala and Zambezia. Government figures suggest that 285,000 people have lost their 
crops based on the number who were affected by similar floods in 2001. Following that disaster, around 
half the affected people built shelters in designated resettlement sites on higher. Their fields were, 
however, destroyed just before harvest by the current floods, leaving them in need of food assistance 
from April until July, when they should be able to harvest a second season crop. 
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A C T I V I T I E S / R E S P O N S E S   
 
FOOD SECURITY CLUSTER 
 

4. With the transition from relief to rehabilitation/reconstruction, the food security cluster has developed a 
post-emergency response plan. The plan focuses on food assistance interventions in support of Food-
for-Assets activities, identified as priorities by local communities. 

 
5. As of 30 March, WFP and partners have distributed food assistance to over 125,000 people in the 

flooded Zambezi River Valley, in addition to providing food to 36,000 people in the cyclone-affected 
districts.  

 
6. For the April–July period, food requirements amount to approximately 20,000 tonnes for the flood and 

cyclone affected, and 6,750 tonnes for HIV/AIDS affected families and other vulnerable groups assisted 
through WFP’s ongoing assistance programmes. The definite number of beneficiaries will be established 
following the Technical Secretariat for Food Security and Nutrition (SETSAN) led Rapid Assessment.  
Nine assessment teams will be in the flood, cyclone and drought-affected districts from 16 through 22 
April.  

 
7. FAO and the Ministry of Agriculture have scheduled Agricultural Input Trade Fairs (AITF) in April in the 

affected districts. Vouchers will be made available to households identified by the INGC and the local 
Agriculture authorities. The vouchers can be redeemed for seeds, tools and small livestock at the 
agricultural fairs in affected districts. This intervention will allow affected households, who lost part or all 
of their agricultural livelihoods, to restore food production and regain some level of self-reliance. Direct 
distributions of seeds and tools by NGOs, as well as fisheries equipment, will complement the AITFs, 
particularly in areas that have limited access to trade activities.  

 
8. Under the Humanitarian Response Plan of the Mozambique Humanitarian Country Team, full emergency 

rations will be provided to 163,000 people displaced up until the end of April. Further assistance will be 
provided to 263,000 beneficiaries through Food-for-Work, Food-for-Training and limited vulnerable group 
feeding rations from May to July – when most households should be able to harvest a second season 
crop.   

 
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) CLUSTER 
 

9. In all four of the flood affected provinces, partners are continuing to support the implementation of water 
and sanitation interventions, including water trucking, water treatment and the construction of latrines. 
Constraints remain in relation to the limited access to some centres. 

10. Particular focus is being placed on the promotion of community participation in the construction and 
maintenance of latrines. Given that some displaced populations might remain in accommodation centres 
for longer than previously envisaged, cluster partners are reviewing the need for more sustainable 
interventions, such as the rehabilitation and construction of water points, in order to avoid any public 
health concerns. 

11. To contain the spread of disease, communication and community mobilisation activities on issues 
including hygiene promotion, cholera and malaria prevention, are ongoing in accommodation centres 
through multimedia mobile units, community theatre groups and radio spots.  

12. The WASH Cluster Transition Strategy was finalised for the Resettlement phase. The strategy  focuses 
on supporting local authorities in the creation of more sustainable water sources including rehabilitated 
and new boreholes, and dug wells; support for the construction of household latrines; strengthening 
community capacity for the management of water and sanitation facilities and hygiene promotion.  

 
PROTECTION CLUSTER 
 

13. A number of children were separated from their families due to the Maputo ammunition depot explosion. 
The Protection cluster is assisting the Ministry of Women and Social Affairs in conducting assessments 
on the number of children separated from their families. The reunification of the affected children with 
their families is coordinated with the Ministry of Interior. A press release has been issued informing 
communities on steps to be taken to assist separated children. As of 30 March, nine children were still 
pending reunification with their care givers.  
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14. In the flood affected areas of Tete and Manica, protection interventions such as police surveillance of the 

accommodation centres are ongoing. The training of community police is undertaken and will also be 
adopted in the resettlement centres. 

 
15. Approximately 4,000 OVC basic emergency kits and 60 recreational kits have been distributed in 

affected provinces. UNFPA has provided "dignity kits" to some 1,500 families in Zambezia. Children in 
Manica benefited from clothing provided by Concern and Africare, distributed with the support of Save 
the Children. 

 
HEALTH CLUSTER 
 

16. Approximately 302 cases of cholera have been reported with 3 fatalities in the northern provinces of 
Niassa and Cabo Delgado. The Ministry of Health has sent health personnel and medical supplies to the 
affected areas, with the support of Health Cluster partners.    

 
17. The World Health Organisation (WHO) reports that diarrhea, malaria and conjunctivitis are the most 

recorded cases in the accommodation centres visited in Caia and Marromeu. Health workers in the 
accommodation centres are using Kit C for symptomatic treatment and cases are referred to the nearest 
health centres. 

 
NUTRITION CLUSTER 
 

18. Current available figures indicate that an estimated 9,767 children have been screened through 
nutritional surveillance in accommodation centres across the four flood-affected provinces; 1,058 of them 
were found to be moderately malnourished, of which 1,058 have been supplemented with BP5. 71 
severely malnourished children have been referred to hospital for appropriate case management, 14,154 
children have received de-worming and 12,977 children have received Vitamin A supplementation. 

 
SHELTER AND CAMP COORDINATION CLUSTER 
 

19. The National Institute of Disaster Management (INGC) and the National Emergency Operations Centre 
(CENOE) have reported that resettlement has started in some districts, and that community mobilization, 
sensitization and training are on going in many locations involving provincial/district and CENOE/INGC 
officials. The involvement of communities in the mobilization process is an integral part of the 
resettlement process. The success of the resettlement will depend on providing people with timely 
humanitarian assistance, and ensuring that livelihood/agricultural production opportunities are in close 
proximity to settlements to ensure people do not return to the flood-risk areas. INGC and provincial 
Government officials are scheduled to meet on 5 April in order to discuss current accommodation and 
future resettlement issues, as well as future food and non-food distribution modalities for the flood-
affected.  

 
20. The Government has so been able to provide plots to resettle 23,700 families in the four flood affected 

provinces. The resettlement plans for all affected populations are being prepared.  
 
21. Since 23 March 2007, a total of 2,706 plots have been demarcated and 1,001 distributed as follows: 
 

• Sofala Province: 417 plots demarcated and assigned to 205 displaced families; 
• Zambézia Province:  832 plots demarcated. Plots are still to be assigned to families; 
• Manica Province:  540 plots demarcated and 400 assigned; and 
• Tete Province: 917 plots demarcated and 396 distributed. 

 
22. In general, the plots demarcated are close to the accommodation centre and within close proximity to 

agricultural fields. 
 
23. Further capacity and basic equipment is urgently needed to accelerate the plot demarcation process, 

especially in terms of basic equipment and human resources for clearing the resettlement areas. At 
present there are 62 volunteers working in teams of eight for the clearing of resettlement areas. To 
expedite this process, another 424 people (53 teams) are required.  

 
24. The Ministry of Public Works approved the shelter contents of the “take-home kit”, which will include 

corrugated iron sheets, wooden poles, ropes and other basic material needed for building a transitional 
house. The kit does not include building materials such as concrete, blocks and window frames among 
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others. These items will be gradually distributed as an incentive to those people that have already 
occupied the plots demarcated in the resettlement areas. 

 
25. Despite the second season harvest approaching, most people in the accommodation centres have opted 

to remain in the centres and return to these areas where they have their fields only for planting. IOM is 
setting up a disbursement plan of the CERF funds for carrying out emergency shelter activities (mainly 
plastic sheeting distribution) through implementing partner NGOs in Caia, Morrumbala, Mutarara and 
Inhambane. 

 
26. While the resettlement process in underway, the INGC plans to remain in the camps to coordinate 

ongoing relief activities in the flood-affected areas until the situation has stabilised and local authorities 
are able to manage the camps by themselves.  

 
 

C O O R D I N A T I O N  

 
 
27. The Terms of Reference for the Humanitarian Country Team was finalized on 31 March 2007. The TORs 

focus on emergency preparedness measures and emergency response within the framework of the GoM 
Natural Disaster Management Office. 

 
28. From 16 to 22 April a National Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC) will be conducted through the 

SETSAN, with Government and UN partners. Nine assessment teams will visit the field to conduct a 
rapid food security assessment in the flood, cyclone and drought affected areas. The survey will draw on 
secondary data (particularly from the 2006 VAC baseline survey), and will include both qualitative and 
quantitative components. The VAC mission report is expected towards the end of May, and will provide 
guidance on the scale of the need and the most appropriate actions for continuing humanitarian 
interventions.  

 
29. An Inter-Agency Real-Time Evaluation (IA-RTE) will be conducted in Mozambique from 2 to 23 April, 

covering the period February to April 2007. The IA-RTE will look at pre-emergency issues such as 
contingency planning and preparedness and how these affected the response. The time period to be 
covered by the evaluation is February to April 2007.  

 
 
 

F U N D I N G  
 
 
30. On 21 March, OCHA, on behalf of the Humanitarian Country Team, launched a revised Mozambique 

Flash Appeal for Floods and Cyclone appealing for an additional US$ 24 million to support the 
Government of Mozambique (GoM) in its efforts to address the emergency needs arising from the floods 
in the Zambezi River Basin, and the impact of Cyclone Favio. The Flash Appeal was developed through 
collaborative efforts of the GoM, UN agencies and national and international humanitarian organisations 
under the framework of the Cluster Leadership Approach. 

 
31. While the total requirement is US$ 38 million, close to US$ 14 million has been allocated from the 

Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), European Commission Humanitarian Office (ECHO) and 
other donors. It is important to note that the needs contained in the Flash Appeal do not represent the 
entirety of the requirements for the floods and cyclone emergency response.   

 
 
 
 
 
 


