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Country Stability and Relative Forceful Actions 

 
Average number of reported events per month: 253 
Indicator description: see appendix 
 
Risk Assessment: 
• The Relative Forceful Actions curve for Indian Held Kashmir (IHK) shows a marked rise starting from the 

month of March, while during the same period, the Country Stability index declines accordingly. 
• These changes of the graphs in first instance can be related to the upcoming end of a quite harsh winter and, 

linked to this, the resuming of intensified activities by Kashmiri militants as well as the Indian army.  
• The number of killed and injured doubled as to those of February though they stayed below those of the 

same month of last year. On May 3, 2005, the army killed 21 people in a single operation razing five houses 
to the ground and damaging a number of others. The next day, six more bodies were recovered from under 
the rubble, two of which belonged to the Indian army.  

• However, killings alone do not account for the marked increase in violence. On March 29, several gunmen 
disguised as militants were caught when they broke into a house and demanded ransom from the inmates. 
Such gunmen are called “Ikhwanis”. They are armed by and working for the Indian army with the purpose of 
keeping the local population frightened and under control. Although peace negotiations between India and 
Pakistan are going on, it seems that the Indian army is not very appreciative of this development and is even 
stepping up operations in some areas. On May 18, the Kashmiri Hurriyat leaders issued a warning that Delhi 
was planning to incite a civil war in Kashmir. They accused India to create the impression, by means of its 
agencies and in order to have an excuse to intervene, that Kashmiris were fighting each other. The facts 
would actually tell another story. The Indian army’s high command had to admit several times that the so-
called “infiltration” from Azad Kashmir has almost come to naught, i.e. that the cease-fire announced last 
year by Pakistan along the Line of Control (LoC) is working. However, observers of the Kashmir situation say 
that the announced withdrawals of Indian armed forces turned out to be untrue. Instead, just some reshuffling 
of troops has taken place.  

• Also, there is no ceasefire for the interior of IHK in place. The starting of the bus service between Srinagar 
(IHK) and Muzaffarabad (Azad Kashmir) on April 7 was preceded by threats of attack from militant groups. 
They felt the buses could be a cheap substitute for a real solution of the Kashmir conflict. Yet, security on 
both sides of the LoC was efficient enough to prevent any such incident. 
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• There seems to be a difference of conduct between the Indian army and the Indian government. While the 
first is stepping up confronting activities the latter is cautiously trying to keep talks with Pakistan going and 
makes efforts to get the Kashmiri separatists involved in discussions, although without success so far.  

• Against this background the relatively high number of forceful incidents in Kashmir during the period under 
review does not necessarily indicate a deterioration of the overall situation. On the contrary, there is no 
growing instability or immediate danger for Kashmir going out of hand in the nearer future. 
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IDEA Average Domestic Conflict and Cooperation 

 
Average number of reported events per month: 253 
Indicator description: see appendix 
 
Risk Assessment: 
• For the last half year, the graphs for Domestic Cooperation and Conflict kept approximately the level of the 

previous months and do not show major changes. While Domestic Conflict remained on a relatively high 
level, the values of Domestic Cooperation were rather low.  

• One major event for the Kashmiris has been the starting of the bus route between Srinagar and 
Muzaffarabad which was agreed upon as a confidence building measure during the Indo-Pak negotiations. 
The Kashmiris did not welcome this initiative wholeheartedly. Suspicions were strong that this bus service 
could be used a substitute for a genuine solution of the Kashmir conflict and for meeting the demands of the 
people. Thus controversies were going on and it took quite some time until the moderate Hurriyat decided to 
welcome the initiative, yet not without repeating on several occasions that this was a beginning, not the end 
of the story. The radical Hurriyat lead by Gilani rejected the bus service as insufficient and beside the point. 
Militant groups even threatened the passengers not to board the bus which they would turn into a coffin.   

• A second issue touching Domestic Conflict and Cooperation was the situation within the divided Hurriyat 
Conference. It is quite clear that with respect to the ongoing Indo-Pak talks and the demand by the Kashmiris 
to be included, the question arises who actually can claim to represent “the Kashmiris”. On the base of an 
opinion poll published in the Times of India, Indians lately alleged the Hurriyat Conference of not really 
representing the Kashmiri people. This allegation seems to be rather doubtful but it would be really hard to 
proof the opposite. If any proof exists, it could be the signature campaign conducted by the Jammu Kashmir 
Liberation Front (JKLF) of Yasin Malik who collected 1.5 million signatures from Kashmiris. Launched in June 
2003, the campaign was undertaken by the party demanding inclusion of Kashmiris in any future talks to 
resolve the Kashmir issue. Though JKLF is not a member of the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) it is 
a close ally. The same opinion poll published in the in the Times of India also established that a majority of 
the Kashmiris wants independence which can serve as an indirect proof that the APHC and the JKLF which 
are standing for independence as the solution of the Kashmir conflict can be regarded as true 
representatives of Kashmiri aspirations. Now, efforts to reunify the divided Hurriyat and to include JKLF and 
some others have been on for quite some time. Maulana Ansari, the former leader of the moderate wing has 
stepped down in order to make a reunification more easy. It did not happen. The same proposal has been 
made by the current leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, however, so far things have not yet been successful.  
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• A last example for major domestic cooperative initiatives have been the Indian overtures to the separatist 
leaders for talks which so far have been rejected and the equally unsuccessful efforts to make the Kashmiris 
more inclined towards the Indian government by pumping economic aid into the IHK.   

• In the presence of the ongoing efforts to include the Kashmiris as a third party into the Indo-Pak talks the 
future of domestic cooperation might be better. Nevertheless, we should not be overly optimistic. After more 
than fifty years the Kashmir conflict is not likely to vanish into thin air. But for the time being the signals are 
rather promising. 
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IDEA Average International Conflict and Cooperation 

 
Average number of reported events per month: 253 
Indicator description: see appendix 
 
Risk Assessment: 
• While the Kashmir conflict as such is an international conflict involving two states, the wider world, for quite a 

long time, has not been interested in the fate of this region and the plight of its population. This has changed 
lately and especially during the last six months when some efforts in the domain of international cooperation 
have been launched. These efforts were important, even though not obviously represented by the 
International Cooperation curve, which depicts the course of developments only if more than 5 events per 
month have been reported.  

• In the first place, there seems to be a pronounced interest of the US in a solution of the Kashmir conflict or at 
least in some progress in the matter. The Kashmir American Council and the American think tank Pugwash 
have been actively involved in the search for a solution. In April Pugwash organized a conference in 
Katmandu/Nepal where experts from India, Pakistan, the United States and some other countries came 
together and discussed possible solutions for the Kashmir problem. Even more significantly, there were 
some leaders and analysts from the two sides of Kashmir - Azad Kashmir and Indian-Held Kashmir. The 
Indian side seemed not to be too enthusiastic. That’s why they didn’t give the permission for the Hurriyat 
leader Gilani to participate.  

• In order to add some pressure to the matter the Kashmir solution seems to have been brought into 
connection with the Indian claim for a permanent seat in the UNSC after its reform. There were several 
instances when British MPs and others have said that a Kashmir solution would be a pre-condition for an 
Indian seat in this important organization. Only in May the Indian Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran had to 
return empty-handed from a visit to Washington where he was trying to get American support for the Indian 
claim.  

• The EU also keeps its interest in the Kashmir problem up. Only last summer the European Parliament had 
aroused severe Indian indignation by publishing a report on Kashmir in which they demanded the inclusion of 
the Kashmiris as an independent partner into all ongoing talks on Kashmir. In January this year the European 
Parliament organized a Kashmir conference in Islamabad which tried to sponsor contacts between the Indian 
and the Pakistani Kashmiris. Though the Pakistani side had of course no problems to attend, the important 
leaders like Gilani from Indian Kashmir were not allowed to travel.  
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• An important landmark was the visit of President Musharraf to India in April where, amongst other things, he 

was talking to PM Singh about Kashmir and met with the Kashmiri leaders in order to hear their proposals 
and opinions and to try to promote unity amongst the different factions. At the end of May an invitation was 
given to the Indian Kashmiri leaders to come to Pakistan to directly talk to their Azad Kashmiri counterparts 
as well as to the Pakistan government. Though the leader of the radical Hurriyat Gilani declined to come, this 
visit is going to be a large step forward in the efforts to include Kashmiris into the talks and to find a solution 
which suits all sides involved. 

• Though there is considerable pressure from the outside it seems there is also a will of the concerned parties 
to at least explore certain possibilities. A solution has to rely on that will, it cannot come out of external 
pressure alone. There is a need for real change in attitudes of the parties involved. This is not going to come 
overnight. It will need a longer time and sustained efforts. But a first step has been made, others should 
follow. 
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 Variable Name Description / Definition 

 All Events IDEA categories: a count of all coded events with WEIS cue categories ranging from 1 to 22 (all WEIS 
cue categories) plus an additional 11 IDEA event cue categories (Event type: ‘other’). 

 Relative Forceful 
Actions 

Proportion of Forceful Action events compared to All Events. 
The indicator Forceful Actions depicts all reported uses of physical force by any actor. This includes 
non-injury destructive acts, non-military injury-destruction, and military engagement. 

   
 

Conflict Carrying 
Capacity 

The Conflict Carrying Capacity (or CCC) is a composed index that depicts the overall stability of the 
country or region of interest. The CCC is operationalized in terms of the multiplicative interaction among 
three Proportional measures: (1) civil contentiousness or the Proportion of civil actions that are reported 
as contentious or "direct" and thus challenge (at least implicitly) the state's monopoly on conflict 
regulation; (2) state repression or the Proportion of state actions that are reported as extra-institutional 
or "direct" both in response to direct challenges from the civil sector and those initiated by the state to 
repress and control opposition; and (3) violent contention or the Proportion of actions entailing physical 
damage to persons or property. The index is scaled between 0 and 1, where 1 means high and 0 low 
stability. 

 Country Stability The country stability index is another version of the CCC measure with minor changes in order to 
improve the responsiveness of the index to events that influence the stability of a country. 

   
 IDEA Scale  
 

IDEA 
IDEA indicators are used to display Proportions of conflict and cooperation events in time. Each event 
category is assigned a IDEA rating (value), ranging from -7 (extreme conflict) to 13 (extreme 
cooperation). Zero value events are excluded from these calculations. 

 
Average Domestic 
Conflict 

The Average Domestic Conflict indicator displays the cumulative average of the negative (IDEA) values 
of all conflictive intrastate or domestic events in a specific time period (means the sum of the negative 
IDEA values divided by the total number of conflictive domestic events). For interpretation purposes we 
take the absolute values (means positive values). 

 Average Domestic 
Cooperation 

The Average Domestic Cooperation indicator displays the cumulative average of the positive (IDEA) 
values of all cooperative intrastate or domestic events in a specific time period (means the sum of the 
positive IDEA values divided by the total number of cooperative domestic events).  

 
Average International 
Conflict 

The Average International Conflict indicator displays the cumulative average of the negative (IDEA) 
values of all conflictive interstate or international events in a specific time period (means the sum of the 
negative IDEA values divided by the total number of conflictive international events). For interpretation 
purposes we take the absolute values (means positive values). 

 Average International 
Cooperation 

The Average International Cooperation indicator displays the cumulative average of the positive (IDEA) 
values of all cooperative interstate or international events in a specific time period (means the sum of 
the positive IDEA values divided by the total number of cooperative international events). 
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Who are we? 

FAST International is the early warning program of swisspeace, based in Berne, Switzerland. The program is 
funded and utilized by an international consortium of development agencies consisting of the Austrian 
Development Agency (ADA), Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), and the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID).  

What do we want to achieve? 

FAST International aims at enhancing political decision makers’ and their offices’ ability to identify critical 
developments in a timely manner so that coherent political strategies can be formulated to either prevent or limit 
destructive effects of violent conflict or identify windows of opportunity for peacebuilding. 

How do we work? 

FAST International uses both qualitative and quantitative methods, with the combination of methods being 
determined in each case by customer needs. The centerpiece of FAST International is the collection of single 
cooperative and conflictive events by means of a web-based software, applied by local staff using a coding 
scheme called IDEA (Integrated Data for Event Analysis), which is based on the WEIS (World Interaction Survey) 
coding scheme. The monitoring by FAST International is done independently from Western media coverage, thus 
providing for a constant influx of information. This information is collected by FAST International’s own Local 
Information Networks (LINs). The quantitative empirical analysis is based on composed indicators developed 
within the IDEA framework. Since even the most profound quantitative analysis requires interpretation, FAST 
International cooperates with renowned country/area experts.  

What are our products? 

FAST International offers different early warning products tailored to customer needs. The only standard product 
available to the general public is the FAST Update, which provides the reader with an overview of developments 
on a semi-annual basis. It consists of three to five tension barometers (graphs), displaying cooperative and 
conflictive developments, which are analyzed by FAST’s country/area experts on the basis of specific indicators. 
Whenever major changes occur in one of the countries or regions under scrutiny, FAST releases Special 
Updates, which follow the structure of the regular FAST Updates. FAST Updates are available in either hard copy, 
in electronic form on the respective country page or by subscription. 

Which countries do we currently monitor? 

Africa:  Angola, Burundi, DRC/Kivu region, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mozambique, Rwanda, Somalia 

Asia:  Afghanistan, India/Kashmir, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 

Europe:  Georgia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Russian Federation/North Caucasus region 


