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1. Introduction and background 
 
The mission’s major objectives were to assess the humanitarian situation in Arsi, following 
three years of rainfall deficit. The assessment focused on general agriculture situation, 
livestock condition and the main humanitarian concerns, which are stressed mainly due to 
food insecurity at household level, water shortage, health issues and unexpected migrations 
of people and livestock.  
 
According to the zonal authorities, of 22 woreda in Arsi zone, 19 are affected by the 
prolonged drought conditions. The most affected woreda are: Dodota Sire and Zway Gugda 
woreda where it is estimated that last year farmers lost 95 % of their harvest, Merti and 
Gololcha with 80% failure and Seru 70% failure. Woreda in the lowlands suffered greatest.  
At the beginning of 2003 Belg rainy season, Arsi zone has experimented rain onset delays 
and erratic rains, but since mid-April heavy rain occurred allover the zone.  
 
Due to a long-term crop production decrease and the failure of Meher 2002 (Piguet, 2002), 
all affected woredas are facing seed problems. Only some composed seed and uncertified 
local seed are now available. At this stage, Asala seed enterprise production remains 
expensive and is mostly offering unsuitable seed for subsistence farmers. Almost no 
sorghum seed and maize katomani maize are available in Awasa and in Asela, the two main 
seed multiplication centers in south-east Ethiopia. As an alternative strategy, farmers are 
borrowing seed to their neighbours for the coming planting season. This strategy is likely to 
be costly to the farmers as the borrower is accepting the obligation to pay back up to 50% 
of the resulting harvest.  
 
In addition to low agriculture performances, water shortage, pasture stress and overgrazing 
currently occur in the lowlands (kola) as well as in some midland (weina dega) areas, e.g. 
between Robe and Seru. Malnutrition may be the first sign of the emergency here in view 
of signs of malnutrition reported in various health posts and health centers and a high level 
of school drop out linked to household economic difficulties. These general indicators 
strongly suggest that malnutrition status should be urgently assessed in some woredas, 
mainly in Gololcha and Seru, the most remote areas. At the end of April, Médecins sans 
Frontières (MSF), Belgium sent a team to evaluate the nutritional situation and Medical 
Emergency Relief International (Merlin) is planning to begin operation soon in some 
woredas particularly Dodota Sire, Gololcha, Merti and Ziway Dugda. Up to now, Arsi zone 
has not received much support from international NGOs. Only World Vision (WV) is 
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currently operating in Jeju besides a few local organizations: Oromo Self Help 
Organisation (OSHO), supported by German Agro-Action, is currently working in 
Gololcha and Merti; Charity Development Association (CDA) and Oromo development 
Association (ODA) are involved in relief in several woreda together with local authorities.  

 

2. Arsi zone mission findings 
 
According to the Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Desk (DPPD) at zonal level, the 
relief situation for Arsi in the most affected woreda is the following: 
 
Arsi Zone    Total affected pop.  Beneficiaries  
Ziway Dugda      75,974     59,822 
Dodota Sire      85,724     59,665 
Merti       47,690     34,672 
Seru       34,693     31,785 
Sude       32,290      32,290 
Gololcha      66,273     59,631 
Amigna      17,724     14,166 
Robe       23,800     16,750 
Jeju       14,979     13,933 
Chirka       25,000     23,700 
Total     580,230   452,500 
 
2.1. Gololcha woreda 
 
Gololcha woreda, situated southeast of Mount Arba Gugu, is currently divided into 36 
kebeles with a total population of 137,845 inhabitants. 12 kebeles are actually the most 
affected by the drought1. The total beneficiary population has reached 59,500 and 2002 
food aid distributions started in August up to December. For 2003, the third distribution 
took place in April. 
 
Gololcha, a particularly remote area, is facing various socio-economic problems (Piguet 
2002). The main crops are maize sorghum - selected seed have been utilised besides local 
varieties2. Presently, maize CG  4141 hybrid seed well known as being drought resistant, as 
well as PHB 323 are not available. Administration experts are assuring that Gololcha 
farmers don’t like katomani maize due to its low productivity. Most farmers do have the 
same local sorghum seed, but not all, and they might be obliged to enter into crop sharing.  
Sorghum seed is also available on the market with restrictions due to poor quality. Seeds 
have been requested to the DPPB and woreda MoA is still waiting for an answer. Also, 
woreda agriculture experts requested Gololcha woreda to be recognized as a food insecure 
and drought prone area.  
 
                                                 
1 Tumoga Wachota (3,710 inhabitants), Tumuga Wella (10,160), Badaï (2,854), Lafto Rifenso (3,470), Konto 
Gogeti (3,422) Tulu Kararo (4,250), Chabi Kami (4,793) Gafi Tederba (2,528) Baima Choma (2,280) Todof 
Worda (6,900) Unke (1,344) and Berber Sakouni (3,643).  
2 Total seed was  62 quintals in 2002 (48.5 quintals BH 140 and 13.5 quintals PHb 3253) 
Fertilizer: DAP 1469.5 quintals, Urea 367.5 quintals. 
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Intercropping beans with maize is quite common and the main cash crops in the area are 
sugar cane and coffee, which are regularly affected by water stress and pests (Piguet 2002). 
If the rain comes, farmers will plant.  MoA doesn’t have seed, except BH140 hybrid type 
and fertilizer for the extension package. However, farmers are reluctant use the extension 
package and credit, in view that it costs them 375.5 ETB for a 45 quintal harvest in a good 
year. Thus, a lot of farmers have now chosen off-market solutions with local seeds. 
Presently in the woredas, 3,037 farmers have taken the extension package. The woreda 
MoA has no precise data about credit reimbursements. 
 
In an agro-pastoral area like Gololcha, livestock and particularly cattle3 are quite important 
to complement household income and assets. Animals are actually in poor condition due to 
persistent pasture problem. With the drought alarm, which has affected all the lowlands, 
livestock movements to Gololcha have been reported from western Hararghe, Bale and the 
Somali region, especially to Tuntu Urda, an area along Shana River at a particular location 
known as the five rivers junction.  
 
In most of the foothill locations, where ground water is always available with permanent 
springs, water management and sanitation appear as major issues. In Gololcha and Tumuga, 
no proper water committees are in charge of water springs. Springs remain unprotected and 
water borne diseases like typhus are reported in Tumuga. 
 
Since February 2003, Gololcha Heath Centre has registered 453 cases, mostly children 
under 5 years old, presenting signs of malnutrition4. Among them, about 65 people from 
kebele Tuluka have left for resettlement. Cases arriving in the health center could get 
supplementary food (BP 5), supplementary rations with 2290 kcal, provided by the 
Oromiya Health Bureau. In Tomuga health post as well, the number of cases with 
malnutrition signs has increased since September 2002 (no figures available). Actually the 
health post didn’t receive BP 5 and is waiting for a consignment to come. The increasing 
number of children in the heath post is also related to vaccination and seasonal malaria 
prevalence.  
 
In the two kebele visited outside Gololcha: Tomuga and Unke, school drop out seems also 
to indicate how serious food security at the household level is. In Tomuga School, out of a 
total of 778 children having started classes in September, 122 children have dropped up to 
March. Most of them left in October and December as their parents were facing food 
shortages. In addition, 38 children left for resettlement and 18 children moved to Dalo 
Mana.  In Unke School, out of a total of 642 children in September, 220 dropped out within 
the first 3 months of 2003 as families faced food shortages, lack of cash for clothes and 
exercise books.  Fifty-two additional children migrated with their families, most of them to 
the resettlement schemes. 

                                                 
3 Gololcha woreda Livestock (2002) with only agro-pastoralists: 
Cattle: 212,471/ Goats: 61,190/ Sheep: 10,339/ Camel: 500/ Horses: 1,486, Donkey: 4,350/ Mules: 6,302 
 
 
4 Ethiopian health authorities (MoH) are using the following classification for malnutrition: 

1) marasmic and kwashiorkor with oedema 
2) marasmic and kwashiorkor with oedema 
3) marasmic 
4) moderate 
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Box 1 Unke kebele. An example of farmer’s precarious household  
Among several interviews, the case of Misra Issa is quite exemplary. She has 11 children, 
five boys and six girls; the last one is only one year old. Presently, her husband is in Asela 
hospital following kidney and asthma treatment. The family owns a one hectare plot and 
one dry cow. In 2002, they harvested five quintals of maize and they don’t use fertilizer.  In 
a good year they can expect in average 8 to 10 quintals. For several months, the family has 
relied entirely on food aid (50 kg of wheat monthly) and off farm casual work for 
additional cash. The family tends donkeys during market day for 5 ETB per week and the 
oldest girl is currently collecting water, selling three jerry cans per day for 1.5 ETB (0.5 
ETB per jerry can). 
 
They used to eat daily injera prepared by mixing maize and wheat, together with shuko 
(oromo traditional preparation based on butter) and don’t use oil. For their subsistence in a 
months time, they rely on 50 kg of wheat provided through food aid, they buy 50 ETB of 
maize (50 to 60 kg), 20 ETB of shuko (5 ETB per kg) and 8 ETB salt per month. Finally, 
without any additional casual work, their monthly expenditures for food (78 ETB) surpass 
their cash income (65 ETB).  
 

2.2. Merti Woreda 
 
Merti woreda is currently divided into 28 kebele (2 pastoralists, 1 agro-pastoralist and 25 
agriculturist) with a total population of 91,405 inhabitants. The eight most affected kebele 
are: Wetero Dino and Weticha Dole (pastoral), Hela Akiya, Gudula Jursa, Gado Bicho, 
Dembeka Iftu, Homba Gergele, Ashe Abasa Gorowe (all agro-pastoral). 
 
The main crops are wheat in the mid- and highlands (weina dega and dega), and maize and 
sorghum in the lowlands (kola) with only restricted intercropping opportunities due to poor 
soil composition. At this stage, all kola areas are severely affected. Rainfed agriculture in 
neighbouring Jeju woreda is affected as well. Red sorghum currently planted in kola and 
weina dega seems to be a more appropriate drought resistant crop, but only uncertified 
seeds are presently available.  
 
Abomsa health center doesn’t have global registration data but they estimate that about 
50% of the children below 5 years old are presenting malnutrition signs. As they recently 
received BP 5, 58 children and 4 adults have benefited from that high-energy 
supplementary food. On the other hand, school drop out in the woreda seems to be 
significant, particularly in 14 schools out of 29, situated in the most affected lowland 
kebele. Out of a total of 1,700 drop outs, the woreda education officer estimates that about 
850 are related to economic difficulties following drought and crop failure.  

 
2.3. Robe Woreda 
 
Robe woreda situated east of mount Chilalo is currently divided into 28 kebele with a total 
population of 128,000 inhabitants. 18 kebele covering partly the kola area have faced 
drought conditions. Actually, the six most affected kebele are: Kelisad Dumbal (3006 
inhabitants) and Sadika Tukichuma (3471 inhabitants), Gena Herlul (5577 inhabitants), 
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Gena Gademsa (3806), Kako Adejabo (4088) and Lamangado (4641). Since January 2003, 
regular food distributions have taken place for almost 20% of the population considered as 
vulnerable (24,495 people).  
 
Seed supply largely depends on production and woreda agricultural officers indicated 
having distributed 6000 extension packages in surplus areas.  According to them, since 
1994, when the extension programme started, all credits have been paid back. Five kebele 
situated partly in the kola have faced three consecutive years of water deficit and farmers 
didn’t sow maize at certain locations as seed has been eaten. In two kebele Kelisad Dumbal 
(3006 inhabitants) and Sadika Tukichuma (3471 inhabitants) almost the entire population 
has requested food aid for the past 5 months.  
 
Up to April 2003, regular water trucking has supplied three kebele Kilisa Danbal, Kako ada 
Jabo and Indato Ento Waltai, along Sadika Sede road. At the last location, local authorities 
are bringing 6000 liters water every four days providing a 25 liters jerry can per family, 
illustrating the level of stress. Belg rain has recently improved the situation but the problem 
will remain for the upcoming dry season. In the neighbouring kebele, Sadika Kersa, people 
rely on hand-dug wells in a riverbed for both human consumption and animal watering 
(about 1000 heads). Those temporary wells were dug in November, about six weeks earlier 
than in previous years.  
 
 
2.4. Seru woreda 
 
East of Robe, Seru woreda lowlands have been hit by severe drought conditions, where 
people reported not having such harsh weather conditions for a long time. Seru woreda is 
divided into 32 kebele with 18 affected, mostly in the lowlands (kola) areas, not accessible 
by vehicle and with a total population of 55,000.  Out of a total of 113,000 woreda 
population, administration registered 42,057 needy people in January, out of which  37,164 
currently benefit from food aid, about a third of the population. Food distributions have 
taken place regularly since September with grain; CSB has been received only one time, in 
October. Due to food aid shortage, according to the administration, the monthly individual 
ration of 12.5 kg has been reduced to 10 kg. 
 
Like in the other woreda, shortage of seed appears as a major problem, particularly in the 
weina dega and kola, where most of the farmers are out of seed. Local authorities are 
requesting seed to be provided as an assistance programme. Already last year at the same 
planting period, the administration has distributed seed. On the other hand, only a few 
farmers have agreed to take the extension package credit with 240 new extension packages 
over a total of 888 farmers.  
 
Only two kebele reported having good grazing, attracting a large concentration of animals. 
The lowlands, where most of the animal concentrations take place, are affected by various 
tropical diseases: trypanosomiasis, blaklege, pastereulosis, anthrax, African horse sickness, 
sheeppoox and CBPP. Like in the neigbouring Daro Lebu woreda (west Hararghe), some 
cases of botulism have been reported. 
 
Vet services have no budget this year to vaccinate animals. Last year, vaccination was free 
of charge but since the cost recovery system introduced in September 2002, agro-
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pastoralists escape vaccination. According to the vet assistant in Seru, farmers are refusing 
the cost recovery system unless their animals are sick. 
 
The little town of Seru relies on a quite original water supply as the town has been built on 
a ground water reserve. Every compound has a hand-dug well, administration and school 
compounds as well. Water is reachable at 12 to 15 m depth and people have reported that 
the water table level has decreased over the past years. Water quality seems to be much 
better than in other places and the most remarkable point is that local population has  good 
knowledge concerning well construction, maintenance and sanitation, for example by using 
always the same container to collect water. On the other hand, water appears as a problem 
in the lowlands due to a lack of good river stream easily accessible.  
 
At Seru Health Centre, most of the diseases screened are related to malnutrition. According 
to the health officer in charge of the center, problems are mostly related to diarrhea, febrile 
diseases and in some areas malaria. According to the woreda health officer, the population 
globally is weak and most of the time they have an inadequate diet.  Actually, there is no 
figure based on a proper survey, except for people treated at Seru heath center newly built 
and not fully operational and health posts. There are suspicions of malnutrition in the 
lowlands, which are particularly remote areas. According to health center staff, marasmus 
and kwashiorkor5 are common but only cases with medical complications are actually 
treated. For medical care, people call at one site at kebele level, where basic medicine and 
some antibiotics are currently available. 
 

2.5. Ziway Dugda woreda 

Due to meetings and field trips related to the ongoing resettlement programme involving 
most of the woreda experts, it has been difficult to collect information and data related to 
the woreda situation. Nevertheless, food aid has been distributed (maize and wheat) in early 
April, and OSHO is in charge for relief together with the woreda administration and have 
received 3000 additional quintals for further distribution. Besides logistics problems with 
relief supplies, Ziway Dugda is currently facing water problems. Pumps are requested in 
several locations and there are ongoing EGS projects to dig water ponds.  
 
According to FAO, seed distribution for 8221 farmers will be carried out in both planting 
seasons, Belg and Meher for a total of 40,000 US dollars. For Ziway Dugda woreda, 
already 195,500 ETB have been transferred to the woreda, but no information about the 
type, the quantity and quality of  the seed are available.  
                                                 
5 Kwashiorkor, protein deficiency disorder of children. It is prevalent in overpopulated parts of the world 
where the diet consists mainly of starchy vegetables, particularly in sections of Africa, Central and South 
America, and South Asia. Such a diet, although adequate in calories, is deficient in certain amino acids, the 
constituents of proteins vital for growth. The nursing infant gets the required amino acids from the mother’s 
milk. But the weaned child, who receives neither milk nor meat, is likely to develop kwashiorkor. The most 
striking manifestations of the disease are a swollen and severely bloated abdomen, resulting from decreased 
albumin in the blood, and various skin changes resulting in a reddish discoloration of the hair and skin in 
black African children. Other symptoms include severe diarrhea, enlarged fatty liver, atrophy of muscles and 
glands, mental apathy and generally retarded development. Kwashiorkor is treated by adding proteins to the 
diet, usually in the form of dried milk. Severe kwashiorkor, may leave a child with permanent mental and 
physical disabilities. There is good statistical evidence that malnutrition early in life permanently decreases 
IQ. (www. infoplease.com; geocities.com) 
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2.6. Dodota Sire woreda 
 
The woreda has a population of 141,000 people.  The number of farmers is decreasing due 
to bad weather and soil conditions. Dodota Sire woreda is affected by the current drought 
and also suffers from high soil degradation, which has increased risks of desertification. 
Erratic rains and erosion are problematic and within the last years, wind erosion became a 
major problem. On the other hand, Dodota Sire is facing a shortage of draft animals, as last 
year, about 2,000 oxen used for ploughing died. 
 
Since January 2003 there are actually 59,665 food aid beneficiaries and 26,000 people 
under close monitoring.. 7504 quintals of wheat and 538 quintals of CSB have been 
distributed during February. The next one was under preparation mid-April. Food rations 
have been regularly distributed since May 2002. 
 
Like in the other woreda, Dotota Sire is suffering from seed shortage, but together with 
Ziway Dugde, the woreda benefits from FAO support. FAO has 78,000 US dollars for seed, 
of which 127,000 ETB have been released. Seed distribution includes Awasa 511 and 
fertilizer within the distribution plan. A free seed distribution will take place based on EGS 
lists.  
 
In order to fulfil the programme, MoA at woreda level will purchase 100 quintals Awasa 
511 and 30 quintal katoman non hybrid maize seed, but since a couple of weeks that most 
suitable maize seed is not anymore available. Further plans for the Meher planting season 
will concern 150 quintals Awasa 511 and 630 quintals wheat. Also 1,200 quintal of teff 
seed will be purchased, as it is drought resistant. 11,082 farmers will benefit from those 
distributions on the basis of Awassa 511 maize 7 kg for a quarter ha. for Belg planting 
season and later and 15 kg teff seed for Meher.  
 
The 2001 extension package offered in Dodota Sire included 75 kg wheat with 50 kg 
UREA, 50 kg DAP for half a ha., as well as 15 kg teff with 50 kg DAP. According to the 
2003 plan, MoA will offer to the interested farmers 12.5 kg maize for half a ha, together 
with 50 kg UREA and 50 kg DAP, as well as 25 kg haricot beans for a quarter a ha. 
together with 25 kg DAP. 
 
Out of a total of 15,609 farmers in the woreda, 8,933, more than 5%, have been involved in 
the 2001 extension package. Total credit facilities reached some 3 million ETB for total 
farming. Actually, only 6% of the credit was returned. In the past, policy was not to give 
more credit to a farmer who has not reimbursed the credit, but now with the difficulties, 
rules are becoming more flexible. Already, the previous interest rate fixed at 10.5 % has 
been reduced to 7.5 %.   
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Box 2 – Crop data in 1993 94 Ethiopian Calendar (2001 – 2002) as an illustration of 
highly volatile yields 
 
  Ha 93  Ha 94  Prod in q. 93 yield Prod in q. 94 yield 
 
Barley  12,528  7,460  174,698 13,94 13,114  1.76 
Maize    4,428  2,199    81,695 18.45   6,698  3.05 
Haricot beans   2,975  3,573    24,259   8.15   3,188  0.89 
Horse beans   1,186  1,952    14,652 12.35 13,464  6.9 
Wheat  17,115  9,872  234,070 13.68 58,605  5.94 
Teff  11,523           13,900     79,690   6.92 15,504  1.12 
 
 
As far as animal condition is concerned, Vet services in Dera reported some anthrax and 
are particularly concerned by animal vaccination, previously provided for free. Now with 
the new cost recovery system, farmers have a tendency to avoid vaccination. In the long run 
such a situation may have serious consequences for herd condition, possibly affecting 
Ethiopia’s capacity to export animals due to likely deterioration in animal health, with a 
greater risk of zoonotic diseases. 
 
Water appears as a key-issue in the woreda. The EGS programme has planned to construct 
1050 water ponds and until now 300 have been achieved and 360 are under construction. 
Additionally, 6 underground cisterns have been constructed and 8 are under construction.  
 
According to the head of Dera health office, since September over 1809 children have 
visited the health center, 536 were showing signs of malnutrition (marasmus, kwashiorkor). 
Data are only for those who have paid for the consultation. The other common diseases 
affecting children are diarrhea, respiratory affections and malaria. Actually, there is no 
feeding center in the woreda due to a lack of budget to train mothers and to feed the 
children. Meanwhile, they currently treat mainly conditions related to malnutrition and 
provide high-energy biscuits (BP 5).  They note that they are running out of stock. 
 
 
 3. Oromiya Resettlement Programme involves some 15,000 people in Arsi zone 
 
According to the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Desk (DPPD) in Asela, the 
resettlement programme in Arsi zone plans to move at least 15,000 people mostly to 
Illubabor and West Shoa. A first round to West Shoa between Ambo and Weliso (Nono 
woreda) has concerned 861 individuals (693 family head and 168 family members) from 
Dodota Sire, Hitosa, and Merti, Ziway Dugda woredas. A second round to Agaro and 
Bedele areas is on the way, involving 1633 individuals (647 family head and 986 family 
members) from Hitosa, Merti, Sude and Ziway Dugda woreda. A third round is planning to 
move over 3,000 people from Aseko, Dodota Sire, Gololcha and Seru woredas. Oromiya 
Government through the federal DPPC will provide to those resettlers oxen, seed and other 
agricultural input as well as infrastructure in the resettlement location. Food aid distribution 
will take place at the new locations. New comers don’t have any alternative to live here, 
comments DPPD, and they are very happy (sic)!  
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In Gololcha woreda, resettlement concerns 800 families. Already 500 families left and 300 
more are waiting for transport. According to woreda authorities, resettlement from Arsi is 
part of a national programme targeting food insecure people, who don’t have enough land 
for agriculture. Candidates are those who are voluntary, landless families, farmers supplied 
by food aid in drought prone areas. All candidates should be less than 40 years old. 

In Dodota Sire woreda, where 600 families and young singles are concerned. Already 241 
families and 72 singles have moved from twelve villages, reported WFP food monitors. 
Resettlement candidates’ selection is based on 50 families per village as well as 22 young 
singles. 

In Ziway Dugda woreda, according to the administration, resettlement is involving 600 
individuals. Already 400 moved in March. 200 more will move in April to West Shoa. The 
administration has checked the resettlement locations. People are moving with their 
belongings but legal status of the plots left behind remains unclear. 
 
In Merti woreda, 292 people (200 heads of family and 92 family members) moved in 
March. Assembled in Abomsa, they waited for 3 days and they got some grain. Woreda 
administration pointed out a lack of food to feed these people if they have to wait. Some 
take their belongings and it seems that all resettlements schemes are not yet equipped and 
well supplied. Local population has been asked to support new comers.  
A second round is already planed for 339 people (100 family heads, 239 family members) 
from Merti woreda.  
 

4. Conclusion and Recommendations 
 
The situation in Arsi appears similar to Hararghe, most of the recommendations issued for 
these two zones are also applicable in Arsi, despite the fact that international NGOs 
presence is not as great as in Hararghe. 
 
Following three years of insufficient and unsatisfactory rain conditions, food security 
requires an increasing number of households to rely on relief. Arsi, which used to be a 
surplus area is now facing decreasing crop production, particularly for maize and sorghum 
in the lowlands. During the larger part of the year, livestock are under stress for grazing and 
watering, creating animal concentrations in the lowlands and along rivers.  The present 
situation is not exclusively linked to drought conditions but rather also to important 
structural deficits that hamper rural livelihoods. Major constraints that cause people to 
leave their environment and their homes are farm sizes that are too small to cultivate on a 
subsistence level, poor soils, low crop yields, land degradation and decreasing and very 
limited off-farm labour opportunities.  
 
Following the MSF Belgium first nutritional assessment in Arsi and the coming 
involvement of Merlin in the zone, nutritional status of the most vulnerable part of the 
population requires close monitoring in order to avoid a deteriorating situation similar to 
SNNPR. On the other hand, the main problems to supply and distribute seeds are related to 
lack of availability of the most suitable types of seed for subsistence farmers. Today, Asala 
seed multiplication centre, which used to be one of the most active in the country, can only 
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provide hybrid seed, katomani maize seed is actually out of stock and local seed, 
particularly sorghum are neglected by most of the centres.  
 
The UN-EUE mission observed that zonal authorities initiated the intra-regional 
resettlement programme involving some 15,000 people and at the time of the assessment 
most of the administration was involved full-time in this activity.   
 
Seed distribution should be a top priority for Belg and Meher planting seasons. Food aid 
and seed distribution combined is probably the best way to minimize risk of seed being 
consumed instead of planted. Other seed supply programmes involving traders have to be 
supported even if non-certified seed quality remains a risk to generate low yield crops. 
 
In Robe, Seru and Gololcha woreda, urgent water interventions are necessary in order to 
service and maintain water points and to create additional water points, particularly in the 
lowlands. In Dodota Sire and Ziway Dugda, water ponds programme initiated by EGS 
needs follow-up and technical advises in order to assure that local authorities will be able to 
achieve such ambitious programmes. All over the zone, water committees need support in 
order to strengthen water management and accountability at community level.  
 
In most of the woreda with lowlands and large concentrations of livestock (Merti, 
Gololcha, Dodota Sire, Seru, Robe, Ziway Dugda), there are increasing risks of widespread 
diseases and at the same time, vaccination coverage has decreased due to lack of means and 
also due to a lack of response from pastoralists to the introduction of a cost recovery 
system. In order to mitigate risks for people and animals, vaccination should take place at 
watering points to be able to reach as many animals and people as possible. Mobile 
veterinary services might strengthen cost recovery if pastoralists are not any more forced to 
walk far to specific vaccination centres. Vaccination for trans-boundary diseases is still 
provided by the government for free and the problem remaining is covering the cost of 
organizing vaccination campaigns. NGOs could focus on supporting such campaigns.  
 
Beyond the emergency, land degradation and other agricultural deficiencies and constraints 
have to be addressed. Soil conservation and water harvesting programmes have to be 
strengthened.  
 
Decentralization conducted with a deadline of July 1st 2002 for technical staff to be based in 
the woreda instead of zonal level has brought some confusion and an information gap. 
After one year and numerous UN-EUE field assessments, excellent contacts have been 
restored at various levels to gather information and data.  Administration and experts’ 
intervention capacity at woreda level remains a big challenge. At this stage, 
decentralisation should be effectively supported at least by non-diminishing budgets to run 
effective decentralized technical services. 
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Glossary  
 
Belg Expression for the agricultural season in the short rainy season in 

parts of Ethiopia. Belg Rains definition: In spring, a strong cyclonic 
center develops over Ethiopia and Sudan. Winds from the Gulf of 
Aden and the Indian Ocean highs are drawn towards this center and 
blow across central and southern Ethiopia. These moist, easterly and 
south-easterly winds produce the main rain in south-eastern Ethiopia 
and the little spring rains to the east central part of the north-western 
highlands. The little rains of the highlands are known as belg rains, 
referring to the second most important sowing season of the region. 
(Source: FEWS)  

 
Dega Expression for one of the altitudinal agroecological belts in Ethiopia. 

In Wollo between 2500 to > 3000 msl. 
 
Drought  Drought is a period of insufficient water initiated by reduced 

precipitation. The impacts of drought on crops and society are 
critical but not easily quantified. The result is that "drought" does not 
have a universal definition. "Meteorological drought" is defined as a 
sustained period of deficient precipitation with a low frequency of 
occurrence. While crops may be damaged by lack of precipitation 
and high temperatures in just a few days, such short periods are not 
considered to be meteorological droughts. A three-month period is 
defined by the American Meteorological Society to be the shortest 
period that can be defined as a drought. (Source: The American 
Meteorological Society)  

 
Kebele   Smallest administrative unit in Ethiopia 
 
Kola Expression for one of the altitudinal agroecological belts in Ethiopia. 

In Wollo between ~1200 to ~1600 msl. 
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Meher Expression for the long rainy season in parts of Ethiopia. Keremt or 
Meher Rains Definition: Since Ethiopia and Eritrea are in the tropics, 
physical conditions and variations in altitude have resulted in a great 
diversity of climate, soil, and vegetation. Rainfall is seasonal, 
varying in amount, space, and time. There is a long and heavy 
summer rain, normally called the big rain or keremt, which falls from 
June-September. It is followed by the baga hot, dry period from 
October through February (see below for definition). In some areas 
there are short and moderate spring rains in March and April known 
as the little rains or belg. These rainy periods correspond to 
Ethiopia's primary and secondary agricultural seasons, known as the 
meher and belg. (Source: FEWS) 

 
Urea   Fertiliser with nitrogen element generally provided by animal urine 
 
Woreda  Local administrative unit for a district 
 
Weyna dega Expression for one of the altitudinal agroecological belts in Ethiopia. 

In Wollo between ~1600 to ~2600 msl. 
 
 
 
NGOs in Arsi 
 
Oromo Self Help Organisation (OSHO) relief, water & irrigation in Gololcha, Merti 

and Ziway Dugda 
 
Charity Development Association (CDA) relief in Bulala area, Dixi woreda, Tiyu / 

Ochole 
 
Medical Emergency Relief International (Merlin) water and medical interventions planed in 

Gololcha, Merti, Dodota Sire and Ziway 
Dugda woreda 

 
Oromo  Development Association (ODA) relief in Amigna (Adele), Robe and Dodota 

Sire 
 
World Vision (WV) Rural development & Relief in Jeju woreda 
 (Extension of their programme in East Shoa, 

Wolenchiti, Boset woreda) 
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References Acronyms  
 
CBPP   Contagious Bovine Pleuro Pneumonia 
DAP   Di-Amonium Phosphate fertiliser 
DPPD   Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Desk (DPPC structure at zonal level) 
EGS   Employment generating scheme 
FEWS   Famine Early Warning System 
NGO   Non-Governmental Organisation  
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