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PRICE WATCH: April Food Prices May 28, 2010 
 
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) monitors and reports staple food prices in cities and towns in food insecure countries. The 
Price Watch presents a summary of key trends in selected markets. Prices for all commodities and markets monitored are available in the Price Watch 
Annex. FEWS NET gratefully acknowledges the national market information systems, ministries of agriculture, Regional Agricultural Intelligence 
Network, World Food Program, various projects, foundations, and other partners for their assistance in providing price data. 

 
 REPORT ANALYSIS OUTLOOK 

 
 

EAST AFRICA 
In Somalia, cereal prices have 
been abnormally high since 
January. Maize and sorghum 
prices in Baidoa are about 45 
and 20 percent higher than last 
year and in Qoryoley 15 and 40 
percent higher. 

In northern Sudan, millet, 
sorghum, and wheat prices are 
relatively high (in Damazine, 
Kadugli, Gadaref, and Port 
Sudan) or increasing (in El 
Fasher, El Obied, Geneina, and 
Nyala) in an atypical fashion. 

In Somalia, the interruption of 
food aid distribution led to 
higher prices. Other factors 
were the rise in transport costs 
as the rainy season began and 
the shift away from imported 
foods and towards local cereals 
by poor urbanites and 
pastoralists. 

In northern Sudan, poor 
harvests in 2009 – 10 and 
other factors such as the 
insecurity in Darfur led to high 
prices, despite the distribution 
of cereals from strategic 
reserves. 

In Somalia and northern Sudan, 
cereal prices are likely to 
remain high or further increase 
due to factors such as stock 
depletion, high transports 
during the rainy season, 
flooding of cropland (as it 
happened in the Juba and 
Shebelle regions in Somalia), 
population displacements in 
Somalia, and a possible break 
in food aid pipeline in northern 
Sudan. In northern Sudan, 
informal exports may add 
pressure on prices. 

 
 

WEST AFRICA 
In Chad, sorghum, millet, and 
maize availability in Bokoro, 
Massakory, and Moussoro is 
relatively low and prices 
increased in April. In 
Moussoro, millet and maize 
prices are 50 and 30 percent 
higher than in April 2008. In 
Sarh, sorghum and millet 
prices are abnormally low. 

In Niger, the availability of 
cereals tends to be normal and 
prices stable. But prices remain 
high compared to 2009: +19 
and +17 percent for millet in 
Diffa and Maradi. Cowpea 
prices have increased 
significantly in Sabon Machi, 
Tounfafi, and Diffa. 

In the most northern parts of 
Nigeria, availability is relatively 
low and prices high. 

In Chad, despite diminishing 
stocks in the Salamat region, 
traders transferred 
commodities from the south 
(Moundou and Sarh) to supply 
the Sahelian zone. Sales 
subsidized by the government 
began in early May but have 
not led to a decline in prices so 
far. 

In Niger, government-
subsidized sales, imports, and 
targeted food aid distribution 
contributed to price 
stabilization and even price 
decreases in some places. Price 
increases in Jibia, Nigeria, 
notably for millet, led to price 
increases in Diffa and Maradi. 

High prices in northern Nigeria, 
for instance in Kano, are due to 
the strong import demand 
from Niger, especially for 
millet, and the low 
transmission of the moderate 
prices prevailing in the north 
central region. 

Food aid and subsidized sales 
in Chad should prevent prices 
from rising further in food 
insecure areas until about July, 
when food assistance in 
pastoral areas is cut back and 
private stocks are depleted. 
Livestock prices should 
continue to decline until 
pasture conditions improve. 

Price increases expected in 
markets in Nigeria, Benin, 
Togo, and Ghana will probably 
be transmitted to markets in 
Niger. But price stabilization 
interventions and food aid may 
mitigate the increase in the 
price millet, sorghum, and 
maize. 

Price may continue to increase, 
but at a slower pace if the good 
prospects for crops in north 
central Nigeria materialize. 
Exports to Niger should fall as 
supplies become scarce and 
the rainy season leads to 
higher transport costs. 
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 REPORT ANALYSIS OUTLOOK 

 
 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
In most markets of the region, 
prices for staple foods, maize 
in particular, were stable or 
declining. 

In Mozambique, nominal 
prices have been much higher 
than the five-year average but, 
in real terms, current prices 
are not much higher than 
prices in recent years. 

The start of harvests led to a 
decline in prices, following 
seasonal trends. In Zambia, an 
above-normal maize output, 
the relatively large stocks that 
traders carried over from the 
previous marketing season, 
and regular stocks held by 
households entailed a 
significant decrease in maize 
prices. 

In Mozambique, prices are 
expected to further decrease, 
to a greater extent in the north 
and center of the country than 
in the south. Prices should not 
increase until August or 
September. 

Maize prices should follow a 
similar pattern in Zambia as 
stocks should be sufficient to 
meet consumption needs. 

 
 

AFGHANISTAN 
In contrast to seasonal trends, 
wheat prices were stable or 
slightly decreasing between 
March and April. 

Wheat prices are 26, 35, 27, 
and 5 percent percent lower 
than the five-year average in 
Kabul, Mazar, Faizabad, and 
Kandahar. 

Relatively low wheat prices are 
mainly due to above-normal 
harvests in recent years in 
Afghanistan and in 
neighboring, wheat-exporting 
countries. 

Wheat prices should remain 
low as they normally stabilize 
in May and decline between 
August and September upon 
arrival of the new harvest on 
markets. Good prospects for 
the wheat crop this year 
support this outlook. 

 
 

GUATEMALA 
In the city of Guatemala, prices 
for staple foods (white maize, 
black bean, and rice) are stable 
but remain above their level 
from two years ago, before the 
food price crisis. 

The price of black beans in 
April was more than 30 
percent above its level in April 
2008. 

Staple food prices have 
declined since the food price 
crisis of 2008 but have not 
returned to their pre-crisis 
level. 

These relatively high prices 
may reflect the recent increase 
in oil prices but also an 
increase in demand resulting 
from poor harvests for 
subsistence crops last year. 

A seasonal increase in prices 
from now through August, 
until the primera harvest, is 
expected, but there is no 
expectation of an abnormal 
increase in prices in the short 
term. However, a further rise 
in oil and fertilizer prices could 
change this outlook. 

 
 

HAITI 
In Port-au-Prince, the price of 
imported rice declined in April 
and reached its pre-
earthquake level by mid-May. 
In provincial markets, the price 
of rice tended to follow a 
similar trend. 

Prices for local and imported 
maize, sorghum, and wheat 
flour remain about 25 percent 
higher than before the 
earthquake. 

The uptake in commercial rice 
imports was a key factor of the 
price decrease, with in addition 
a steady decline in price in 
export markets. 

Households having lost 
purchasing power most likely 
shifted their expenditures 
away from rice and towards 
cheaper cereals, which would 
explain why their price stayed 
high. 

The normalization of food 
imports, the large support to 
the farm sector during the 
March planting period, and the 
sheer size of pre-positioned 
food aid stocks should ensure 
that availability and prices will 
be normal in the months 
ahead. 

The main factor limiting food 
access in the short term will 
most probably be households’ 
weak purchasing power. 

 


