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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 CARIBBEAN: Tomas causes losses in Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Barbados and Haiti. 
 CENTRAL AMERICA: Costa Rica and Panama remain in a state of alert due to heavy rains, more than 5,000 affected. 
 BOLIVIA: Drought worsens food crises in the country.  
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FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 
HURRICANE TOMAS: Tomas directly affected 

Barbados, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint 

Lucia and Haiti, forcing preventative measures and 

alerts in the Dominican Republic, Cuba, Jamaica and 

the Bahamas.  In its wake, the system left almost 30 

dead and 20,000 people evacuated, as well as 

damage to infrastructure and crops.  In Saint Lucia, 

the government declared a national emergency and 

requested international assistance.  Joint evaluation 

missions were deployed to Saint Lucia and Barbados, 

and a United Nations Disaster Assessment 

Coordination Team was pre-deployed to Haiti.  

Authorities estimate the cost of resources required to 

address the most urgent needs in Haiti is US$18 

million.  Tomas formed to the east of the Lesser 

Antilles, quickly intensifying into a hurricane as it 

passed near Saint Lucia.  The system weakened to a 

tropical storm in the centre of the Caribbean Sea 

before resuming hurricane forces as it passed 

between Cuba and Haiti. 

Source: United Nations.  

 
Damages caused by Hurricane Tomas 

 Evacuees Damages Dead 

Saint Lucia 1,000 

100% of water distribution systems 

100 houses destroyed 

Up to 80% losses in banana crops 

8 

Barbados  500 houses damaged  

Saint Vincent 
and the 
Grenadines 

485 

20 houses destroyed 

1,200 houses damaged 

98 % losses in banana and plantain crops in affected 

areas 

 

Dominican 
Republic 

12,190 
2,400 houses damaged 

Isolated communities 
 

Haiti 18,000 

Flooded camps 

Damage to crops 

Concern of increase in cases of cholera 

20 

 

PANAMA: Three days of heavy rains caused flooding 

and rivers to overflow in the provinces of Chiriqui, 

Coclé, Veraguas and Colón (centre and north parts of 

the country). In the Province of Chiriquí, which was 

one of the most affected, shelters were set up for 

some 1,160 people.   Throughout the country, some 

2,000 people were affected and an estimated 1,000 

hectares of crops were damaged.  Authorities 

continue to assess the damages. 

Source: Government of Panama  

Tomas impacted Saint Lucia as a category 1 hurricane. 100% of the 
water distribution system is damaged.  Rapid Needs Assessment 
Team / Eastern Caribbean Donors Group©.  
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COSTA RICA:  A mudslide that occurred last Wednesday 

near San Jose claimed a total of 24 victims.  Some 3,380 

people were evacuated from risk zones. Communities 

remain isolated due to collapsed bridges, mudslides and 

damages to highways. Authorities report losses in the 

agriculture and fishing sector.  Assessments are ongoing 

and there has been a request for OCHA emergency funds 

to support the efforts. Authorities state that the 2010 

rainy season has caused the worst affectation that the 

country has experienced in the last 14 years; 55 per cent 

of the country has been affected. 

Source: Government of Costa Rica. 

 

COLOMBIA: The Red Cross reported that more than one 

million people have been affected by heavy rains in 

2010. More than 515 municipalities in 28 departments 

have been affected, with more than 176,000 houses 

damaged and 1,500 houses destroyed. The most affected 

departments are Bolivar, Magdalena, Sucre, Córdoba, 

Chocó, Antioquia, Tolima, Cauca and Chocó.  The Red 

Cross has received more than 160 tons of food and 

US$87,000 in donations to support their humanitarian 

efforts. 

Source: Colombian Red Cross. 

 

DROUGHT AND FOOD INSECURITY 
HONDURAS: There is a possible food security risk in 

some regions of the country due to the loss of bean 

production because of rains. In October, basic grains 

such as the bean became scarce in local markets, which 

lead to a doubling in price. Losses are estimated at 30 to 

40 per cent of the national bean production, due to the 

impact of rains from Tropical Storm Matthew, in the end 

of September. The government approved an emergency 

purchase of US$500,000 of beans for internal 

consumption. The United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) will undertake a study to determine 

the level of affectation of the most vulnerable population. 

Source: OCHA. 

 

BOLIVIA: The nutritional situation of children in the 

region of El Chaco is worsening. The results of the 

emergency assessment carried out by the World Food 

Programme (WFP) reveals that acute malnutrition in 

children under-five has reached 12 per cent. A 

specialized nutrition and food security team, formed by 

members of the civil defence, the Ministry of Rural Land 

and Development, WFP and FAO, calculate that 12,000 

families will need food aid until the next harvest in May 

2011.  A further 11,500 families are in moderate food 

insecurity. Six months of food aid will require 5,000 mt of 

food - valued at US$4 million. Measures are being taken 

with available resources from WFP, World Vision and the 

civil defence, which will meet 25 percent of the needs.  

Therefore, a further US$3 million will be needed.  The 

lack of rain could worsen the current situation and new 

regions in the country are suffering effects of drought - 

the Government declared a national emergency in the 

department of Beni and is considering extending it to 

include the department of La Paz.  

Source: World Food Programme. 

 

EPIDEMIC 
LEPTOSPIROSIS in NICARAGUA: Nicaragua has 

registered 536 cases of leptospirosis since the beginning 

of the epidemic in the western region of the country on 

24 September. The department with the most cases is 

León, with 175. Next in order is the department of 

Carazo, with 91 cases and Managua, the capital city, with 

70.  Despite the emergence of new cases, authorities 

predict that the epidemic will weaken to an endemic level 

in the upcoming week, representing a more controlled 

situation with fewer incidences. 

Source: Government of Nicaragua. 

 

CHOLERA IN HAITI: Five departments have been 

directly affected by cholera: Artibonite, Centre, North, 

Northeast and West.  Health authorities have reported 

442 deaths and some 6,740 patients hospitalized. Rains 

from Hurricane Tomas could worsen the cholera outbreak 

due to flooding of contaminated water. 

Source: OCHA. 


