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Current situation on site

The worst floods to hit Pakistan in 80 years continue to
spread across the country. The flow of water from the
north-western mountain province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK – formerly the North Western Frontier Province) has
reached the lower-lying and heavily populated provinces of
Punjab and Sindh downstream. The flood-hit area now
stretches for more than 1,500 km along the Indus and its
tributaries.
According to the authorities, to date at least 2,000 people
have perished and more than 17 million have been affected
by the floods. Between 6 and 8 million are dependent on
emergency assistance and some 4 million have been made
homeless. The World Health Organisation (WHO) says that
over 650,000 people are threatened by illness (diarrhoea,
skin infections and respiratory diseases). Added to this is
the devastating damage to infrastructure and agriculture.
Provision of aid to the flood victims from organisations such
as the ICRC, WFP, UNHCR, SDC, and other humanitarian
actors is in full swing.

The access of relief organisations to the disaster area re-
mains difficult because of destroyed access routes and the
uncertain security situation in certain places.

Ongoing emergency relief measures of the SDC

A) SDC urgent emergency relief measures

� Already on Thursday, 29 July, i.e. but a few days after
the rains had begun, Switzerland sent a preliminary
team from the SDC Cooperation Office in Islamabad to
the disaster area in order to assess the needs in terms
of urgent emergency relief measures in the Dera Ismail
Khan district.

� A first emergency relief operation (purchase and distri-
bution of food, drinking water, and hygiene sets) in the
districts of Dera Ismail Khan and Karak has been a suc-
cess, reaching approx. 12,000 flood victims.

� Based on the results of an SDC fact-finding mission in
the Swat and Chail Valleys, 1,000 shelter kits (plastic
sheets, wood, and tools) as well as household kits and
hygiene sets (cooking and washing utensils, mattresses
and blankets) were procured and distributed among
9,000 flood victims. In charge of these efforts were ex-
perts from the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit (SHA) and
from Intercooperation, a Swiss partner organisation.

� In the particularly hard-hit Sindh district, the SDC and
the Swiss Red Cross (SRC) are working together to dis-
tribute 1,000 tents, including bedding, household uten-
sils and hygiene products.

� Since mid-August, additional SHA experts have been
drafted in to assist the SDC team permanently sta-
tioned in the country with its ongoing efforts and to
conduct more detailed assessments. This brings the
number of SDC/HA staff currently deployed on site to
16.

� The SRC also has 2 delegates on site. The SDC and
SRC, therefore, work closely to coordinate their
efforts.

B) Emergency relief measures: supply of clean drink-
ing water

In several regions of Pakistan, the SDC is launching
drinking water disinfection and distribution projects. An
additional five SHA water engineering experts are being
drafted in to help with these emergency relief efforts,
which should ultimately benefit some 250,000 people.

� Guaranteed water supply in the relief camps in Sindh
Province. The SDC in cooperation with Unicef are de-
livering water tanks, pumps and water-dispensing
units. Furthermore, several regions are receiving the
necessary equipment for the on-site production of
chlorine to disinfect the water.

� In the region south of the Swat Valley, the SDC is
supplying a water laboratory and disinfection kits to
ensure that water collected in water butts is suitable
for drinking.

� In the Punjab region, the SDC is sharing its expertise
on the reinstatement of water supply systems.

� To improve the availability of drinking water in subur-
ban districts, kits are being supplied to clean and dis-
infect wells.
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C) Support to multilateral partners

� The SDC is making a financial contribution of CHF 6
million to the ongoing operations of the ICRC and the
UN World Food Programme (WFP).

� Secondment of experts to the WFP, UNHCR and UN-
HABITAT is under examination.

D) Options for medium-term operations

Medium-term operations for the reconstruction of schools in
the Swat Valley, the rehabilitation of the water supply
system as well as environmental and spatial planning
measures are being examined.

Current short-term financial aid commitments

� SDC bilateral emergency relief CHF 1,000,000
� Contribution to the ICRC CHF 5,000,000
� Contribution to the WFP CHF 1,000,000

Total CHF 7,000,000

SDC/FDFA on site

Switzerland has been active in Pakistan for 44 years,
and is represented by an SDC Cooperation Office in
Islamabad. Cooperation focuses on income generation,
water and rural development. Swiss Humanitarian Aid
(HA) is implementing a programme for the reconstruction
of schools in the KPK province, and is supporting the
national disaster authorities with capacity building.
As regards disaster management, the SDC supports
other projects aimed at the introduction of efficient pro-
tective measures, such as floodgates and flood-control
dams, with the result that those areas where the projects
are being carried out have been less seriously affected
by the floods. In 2010, the budget for the Swiss pro-
gramme in Pakistan was about CHF 17 million.
The 5 SDC members permanently stationed in Pakistan
have been coordinating and supporting the implementa-
tion of Swiss emergency relief measures ever since the
onset of the natural disaster.

Further information
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Web: http://www.deza.admin.ch

Photos from the SHA experts’ fact-finding mission in Hyderabad

Flooding in Hyderabad - Dadu Makeshift shelters erected by the internally displaced

Fact-finding talks with the local authorities Food distribution


