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Scope of floods in West Africa 
Following torrential rains, floods have affected over 500,000 people in 12 countries 
in West Africa (Mali, Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Niger, Côte d’Ivoire, Senegal, The 
Gambia, Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire, Togo, Sierra Leone and Ghana)1. This current number 
of victims shows that the situation has worsened compared to last year low 
65,000 people at the same period. The situation is especially worrisome in Ghana 
with 260,000 people affected; Burkina Faso with 35,000 andTogo with 20,389. So far, 
Ghana, Burkina Faso and Mauritania have requested international assistance or solidarity. 
 
Situation and response 
Ghana 
Flooding in the Upper East Region, north-eastern Ghana has killed at least six people and 
affected over 260,000, according to the Government. They destroyed thousands of 

                                                 
1 Breakdown of flood related figures is annexed to the report. 
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homes in the Upper East Region after torrential rains from 24 to 29 August. The flooding 
has also caused major bridges to collapse, and destroyed crops in the Upper East Region.  
 
Response-Government officials have visited the region to assess the damage and 
announced they would deliver initial relief supplies to affected populations. Regional 
authorities had appealed to the government, charitable organisations, religious bodies 
and NGOs for assistance. The United Nations are considering the deployment of a 
disaster management team in Ghana. 
 
Togo                                                                                                                                                  
An assessment completed on 6 September by the Togolese Ministry of Territorial 
Administration revealed that floods made 20,389 victims including 14,260 displaced, 20 
deaths and 24 injured. They have also destroyed a great number of hectares of crop, 
18,250 houses, 68 bridges and seven dams, completely cutting access to about half of 
Kpendjal prefecture. Other prefectures affected are Oti, Tône and Tandjouaré, some 
600km from the Togolese capital Lome. According to UNDP Togo, assessments on 
displacements, infrastructure and crop damage are ongoing. Government officials in 
Kpendjal in a report issued on 3 September said many villages are cut off from major 
health centres and commercial activity.  
 
Needs and Response: Local officials in the Savanes region said people in the flood-
affected areas urgently need tents, food, water, medicines, mosquito nets, salt, petrol 
and matches. The Togolese government is providing initial relief supplies including food, 
medicines and blankets, but health workers said that given the number of people 
affected and the threat of waterborne illnesses, more supplies will be needed in the 
coming days. School opening is due 17 September, but according to authorities parents 
that are faced with house rebuilding are not very likely to take their children back to 
classes. However a delay is noticed in the distribution of aid items due to weak 
resources. 

Floods exacerbate the living conditions of communities already hit by high rates of 
malnutrition. United Nations studies in 2006 showed that 62.7 percent of people in the 
Savanes region do not have access to adequate food and 32 percent of children under 
five suffer acute malnutrition.  

Mauritania  
In Mauritania, new floods reported last week in Barkeol and Gorgol destroyed 1,319 
houses causing 925 families homeless. In neighbouring Guidimakh, there are reports of 
floods but estimates are not yet available. One has to recall that floods have affected 
30,000 people in Tintane in August. 
 
Response- A first mission was fielded by authorities to assess damage and bring first 
assistance to populations in Barkeol and Gorgol. In the southern region of Gorgol, 700 
affected families have received support from authorities and stocks destined to 300 
families have been positioned, but an estimated number of 671 families are waiting to 
receive aid.  
 
Burkina Faso 
More than 35,000 people have been affected across the country including 28,000 
displaced, 33 deaths and 73 injured. According to the government the numbers are likely 
much higher because continuing rains has prevented a global assessment. According to 
FAO, there are risks of epizooties as the pastures are flooded. Homes, schools, dykes and 
bridges have been damaged by floods and access to some villages is blocked.  
 
Response- Assistance to victims is ongoing, nevertheless the government stated that aid 
received (mats, blankets, soap, plastic buckets, tents) is insufficient. Most people who 
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have lost their homes are living in schools and the school year is set to begin in three 
weeks.  
 
Burkina Faso Red Cross has provided 10 tonnes of cereals, 10 55kg bundles of clothes, 
eight tents, 60 blankets and pamphlets on cholera prevention for victims in the northern 
department of Banh and the south-western department of Bama. More funding is on the 
way from the International Federation of the Red Cross. The UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) has so far provided mats, blankets, clothes, buckets and soap to the Burkinabe 
government from its emergency stocks. The regional UNICEF office has approved 
US$50,000 in additional funding for Burkina Faso flood victims. The UN has agreed to 
provide the government with 200 million CFA francs (US$417,000) to purchase tents. 
 
Liberia 
Floods in the last week of August led to the overflowing of the St. Paul River and its main 
tributary – the Stockton Creek causing the flooding of six communities including ten 
towns and villages in and around Monrovia. Floods destroyed 30 homes and displaced 
275 persons in the Township of Caldwell, St. Paul Bridge, Battery Factory, Red Hill, 
Wesseh Town (Cow Factory), and Doe Community. Over 1,000 homes of an estimated 
17,000 people were flooded, and one elderly woman reportedly died of exposure during 
the floods. Needs are identified for urgent humanitarian assistance in the areas of water, 
sanitation, health and food. Assessments found that although the floodwaters were 
receding in some parts, pending rains and stagnant waters have increased the risks from 
malaria and water-borne diseases. Open wells in the affected communities are at risk of 
having been contaminated by the floodwaters.  
 
Response-The initial humanitarian response to the needs of the most affected 
communities is rapidly gaining momentum, and it is characterized by effective 
collaboration between the Government, UN and the NGOs. Liberia National Red Cross 
Society has distributed non-food items to people whose homes were destroyed by the 
floods. MSF-Belgium is trucking water to one of the communities. The Ministry of Health 
and Social Welfare in collaboration with the WATSAN Cluster is coordinating the health, 
water and sanitation response. Other organizations involved in the response include 
Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe, African Development Network (ADEN), Mentor Initiative, 
UNICEF and WHO. Humanitarian organisations in collaboration with the National Disaster 
and Relief Commission are coordinating the overall response. More assistance to the 
communities is expected.   
 
Regional coordination mechanism 
A meeting was held at OCHA Regional Office for West Africa on 12 September 2007 to 
discuss the flood situation in West Africa, review response and coordination given so far 
and prioritize countries and actions to undertake. Deeper assessments are needed to 
better define the response to provide but in the meantime, CERF funding per country or a 
regional Flash Appeal are being considered. The organisation of an aerial assessment is 
yet to be agreed on, but seems to be necessary. More rains are expected to fall 18-24 
September in West Africa which may cause difficulties to reach affected communities to 
rise.  
 
OCHA Regional Office in West Africa is centralising existing information and issuing 
weekly situation reports. Other documents related to floods in West Africa are OCHA 
ROWA website at http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=10305 and in reliefweb 
at http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=FL-2007-000141-
NGA&rc=1  
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West Africa Floods Matrix 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs - Regional Office for West Africa - 
Information Management Unit 

      

Country Localités Affected Population 
Gvt 

Appeal 

    Victims displaced Deaths   

Burkina Faso 

 Provinces de Kouritenga ; 
Oubritenga ; Kadiogo ; Houet ; 
Zandoma, Yatenga, Passoré, 
Loroum, Bam, Namentenga et 
Sanmatenga ; Zoundwego . 35 000  (Gov)  28000 33 Yes 

Côte d'Ivoire Agboville 2000 (IRIN)       
Gambia Sinchu Bala 300 (FICR)       
Ghana   300 000 (Gov)     Yes 
Liberia Monrovia 17000 (UNMIL)   1   

Mali 

(Régions de Kayes, 
Koulikoro, Sikasso, Segou, 
Mopti) 25145 (Gov) 3753     

Mauritania Tintane, Gorgol and Assaba 30000 (FICR)      Yes 

Niger 

Niamey,’Agadez, Maradi, 
Tahoua, Tillaberi, Zinder et 
Diffa 16700 (Gov)       

Nigeria 

Plateau, Borno, Lagos, 
Kebbi, Taraba, Sokoto, 
Nassarawa 

50000 (source IRIN 
quoting Red cross)   68   

Senegal Saint Louis, Diourbel, Thies 3 100       

Sierra Leone Kroo Bay area (Freetown) 
4500 (Save the 

Children)       

Togo 

northeastern region 
Savanes with alarming rate 
of malnutrition 20389 (Gov) 14260 20   

 
 

For more information, please contact M. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org 
 
Or Katy Thiam at: thiamk@un.org  


