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Report for 30 Days After the Declaration of the Red Alert

WHY THIS REPORT?

On the 4th of February, the Council
of Ministers declared the “RED
ALERT”, one step from declaring a
national disaster, because of the
flooding of the Zambezi basin that
put about 285,000 people at risk.
On February 27, the Government
downscaled this to “ORANGE
ALERT”. This Report highlights the
major events of this dramatic
month of emergency in Mozam-
bique.

THE MONTH OF
RED ALERT

Mozambique is slowly leaving a
dramatic emergency situation
caused by natural disasters that
happened in three distinct periods:
The first was between October
2006 to the second week of Janu-
ary 2007 when strong winds and
heavy rains flooded the provinces
of Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, So-
fala, Manica, Tete, Zambeze,
Nampula and Niassa. At least 29
people died, 4,677 houses were
partially or totally destroyed, 111
class rooms and 4 health centers
damaged or destroyed affecting a
total 0f 46,500 people.

The second period started mid

January
2007 to the
third week of
February.
This period
was charac-
terized by
severe flood-
ing in the
Zambezi
Valley, plac-
ing about
285 000 peo-
ple at risk.
Out of this
number, 163
000 people
were directly
affected, of
which about
107 000 are
in accommo-
dation cen-
ters and the
others in
resettlement
centers. It was in the height of this
disaster, that the Government of
Mozambique declared the “RED
ALERT” on February 4th putting
into action at full capacity its con-
tingency plan.

The third period came in late Feb-
ruary, when the country was again
ravaged by Tropical Cyclone

(Cont. page 4)

FACTS AND FIGURES

Affected  by  cyclone 150,000

Deaths          38

Displaced by Floods 163,045

People in accommoda-
tion centres

110,534

People in resettlement
centres

  55,511

Affected by Cyclone
“Favio

133,670

Farmland Destroyed by
floods and drought
(hect)

277,000

Affected by floods 285,000
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UN HUMANITARIAN REFORM IN ACTION

 Working in this coordinated
manner, the humanitarian commu-
nity has been able to better articu-
late to work under government
leadership, but also to secure re-
sources. It was within this frame-
work that they launched and ap-
peal to the UN Central Emergency
Response Fund (CERF) having
raised over US $ 9 million for the
affected populations.

The Government estimates that so
far, US $ 12.3 million has been
used to assist those affected by
these disasters, of which US $ 4.7
was from the Government and
US$ 7.6 million from the partners.

 This week, the humanitar-
ian community will launch an in-
ternational appeal for the Post-
Disaster Resettlement and recon-
struction Plan fully harmonized
with the Government’s appeal
launched on March 5.

GOODS DISTRIBUTED

(By 27 February 2007)

 The UN System has sup-
ported the Government in this
task. Through the pre-positioning
of agencies such as UNICEF and
WFP in the frontline, the assis-
tance to people was readily avail-
able. Other agencies namely;
FAO, UNDP, UNFPA, WHO and
OCHA moved in quickly to also
render their support.

 The wider humanitarian
community made up of civil soci-
ety organizations, national and
international NGOs, have also
worked with the government in a
coordinated manner. In fact, these
organizations and the UN Systems
organized themselves to work us-
ing the “Cluster Approach”. The
clusters enable the intervening
organization or agency to focus on
a particular sector of its specializa-
tion in a coordinated manner
rather, enhancing resource maxi-
mization and avoiding duplication.

  Foodstuff  2,197 Tons

  Tents   4,956  Units

  Blankets  35,000  Units

  Mosquito Nets  35,000  Units

  Kitchen kits   2,000  Units

  Water Storage
cans

18,000 Units

  Small Water
Tanks

 183 Units

 Large 10,500 Units

 Plastic sheets   4,500 Units

 Cloro 500 Units

CLUSTER LEAD

Water, Sanita-
tion and Hy-
giene

UNICEF

Nutrition UNICEF

Education Save the Chil-
dren
UNICEF

Logistics WFP

Food Security WFP
FAO

Telecoms WFP

Health WHO

Shelter IFRC

Early recovery UNDP

AC
Coordination

IOM

Protection Save the Chil-
dren
UNICEF

Participating NGOs

World Vision, Concern, Halo Trust, Action Aid, TDH, Rede Came, Food for
the Hungry International, Rede da Criança, Mozambique Red Cross, Save
the Children Alliance,  HI, JACANA, IOM, IFRC, CAFOD, CEDES, CARE,
CUAMM, EC, Food for the Hungry International, Humedica, German Agro
Action, LWF/ACT, Samaritan s Purse International Relief, Save the Children
Alliance, UNOCHA, USAID,  HelpAge International, Kulima, Oxfam, Italian
Embassy, IRD, World Relief, ADMR, FHI, German Agro Action, CARITAS,
IMVF, Kulima, Télécoms Sans Frontières, Swedish Rescue Services
Agency, Oxfam, Net Hope, Food for the Hungry International, World Relief,
International Relief, Africare, Handicap International, Action Aid, ASADEC,
ASVIMO, Helpage International, Terre des Hommes, Medicos do Mundo,
ECHO, Red Camp, NAFEZA, UNAC, ADMR, ACETEC, MAGALIRO, Con-
selho Cristao de Moçambique, Habitat for Humanity.

 The UN System in Mozambique has responded
actively in support to the Government to mitigate the
plight of this disaster. About 80 staff members have
been deployed from agencies headquarters in Maputo
and overseas to the affected areas.
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POST-DISASTER RESETTLEMENT AND RECONSTRUCTION
TO COST 71 MILLION DOLLARS

 The Government has downscaled the alert level to “ORANGE ALERT”. This means that the critical search and rescue
operations are nearly over and the population is in secure areas. The priority is now shifting to the normalization of people’s
lives by minimizing the negative impact of the disasters they have suffered in the short and medium terms.
The Government post-disaster resettlement and reconstruction plan is estimated at US$ 71 million.
The objectives of this phase are:
• Provide humanitarian assistance and economic reintegration,
• Exhaustive assessment of damaged infrastructure,
• Resettlement of affected populations,
• Reactivate agricultural production and the provision of basic social services,
• Reconstruction of damaged basic public infrastructure,
• Support the private sector to recover quickly from the negative impact caused by the natural disaster.

The Government overall objective in this phase is not only to rebuild the destroyed infrastructure but also to implement projects
that will reduce the vulnerability of the same populations in future disasters. The UN, the wide humanitarian community and the
development partners are committed to supporting the Government in this endeavor.

UN Resident Coordinator                       Ndolamb Ngokwey
RCO Communication Officer                 Luis Zaqueu
UNDP Communication Officer              Nelson Xavier
UNFPA Communication Officer            Amancio Miguel
UNICEF Programme Officer                  Olivia Wills
WFP Public Information                         Peter Keller-Trasburg

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator    Tel: + 258 21 485558/9   Fax   + 258 21 485161 Maputo Mozambique

Flooded area in Zambezi River Valley

THE INFORMATION CHALLENGE

One of the challenges for an effective and coordinated humanitarian response is the flow of information.  The INGC has
been holding daily briefings on the emergency and the humanitarian community has been taking part in those briefings.  In addi-
tion, the Director of the INGC and the Resident Coordinator (RC) co-chair a weekly meeting with cluster leads for information
sharing, problem solving and strategizing. The RC also had ad hoc weekly briefings with the donors, in addition to sharing with
them all UN Emergency Situation Reports issued. Regular cluster meetings were convened by clusters leaders and ad hoc Inter-
agency Standing Committee meetings were also convened by the RC. Colleagues and partners operating in the affected zones
were also in constant contact with Maputo for information sharing about needs assessments, bottlenecks,
etc.
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(Cont. from page 1)

THE MONTH OF RED
ALERT

“Favio” that left a trail
of destruction in its
path. Several districts
of Inhambanhe, So-
fala and Manica prov-
inces were affected,
causing 9 deaths, de-
struction of several
houses and important
infrastructure. Ap-
proximately 150 000
people have been
affected by this cy-
clone.

 In the last week of February, the Buzi River basin was inundated because of the heavy rains in the
region. At least 13 000 people were affected, having lost their houses, classrooms and their farms with

crops.

 The people who were
affected by these calamities, did
not only loose their houses and
other possessions. They also
lost their economic activities
and sources of livelihood such
as employment, roads, means
of communications, water
sources among others. About
948 class rooms have been
destroyed, 13 health centers
and one rural hospital either
damaged or destroyed, 277,000
hectares of farmland destroyed
which could mean severe food
scarcity in the next few months.

 The National Disaster Management Institute (INGC) has moved swiftly with the implementation of
the contingency plan, which involved rescue operations, establishment of accommodation and resettle-
ment areas, distribution of food, water tanks, tents, plastic sheets, blanquettes, several domestic utensils
among others.

Children are among the most affected
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 Registration process in an accommodation centre
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