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CROSS BORDER & REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

Emergency Relief Coordinator visits  

Sudan-Chad-CAR  

The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humani-
tarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC), 
Mr. John Holmes, said he was “struck by the magnitude of 
the humanitarian challenge” in Sudan, Chad and the Cen-
tral African Republic. During his eleven-day mission, which 
began on 20 March three weeks after he officially took up 
the position, the ERC met with senior government officials, 
representatives of the United Nations, non-governmental 
organizations and civil society organisations in the three 
countries. The ERC also visited refugee camps and IDP 
settlements. As a result of 
his visit, the Government of 
Sudan re-affirmed its com-
mitment to the continued 
support, protection and facili-
tation of all humanitarian 
operations in Darfur (further 
details on page 4 and 5).   

In Chad the ERC called on 
the Government to step up 
its efforts to increase protec-
tion for the more than 
400,000 displaced people 
and refugees in the country, 
while in CAR, the ERC an-
nounced that OCHA will 
soon establish a presence in 
the affected areas of the 
North. At the close of his  
mission, the ERC said that he was struck by "the problems 
[in the region which] are exacerbated by Darfur, but not 
caused by Darfur” and that "beyond the immediate hu-
manitarian action, the international community must help 
find a solid political solution for the region. We need to 
address all the problems in the region in an integrated way 
because they all spill over into each other." 

 

Climate Outlook in the Greater Horn of Africa 

The Food Security Analysis Unit—Somalia (FSAU) recent 
forecasts warn that the Horn of Africa region may again be 
facing heavy, steady rains and possible flooding from April 
to June 2007. The reports indicate an increased likelihood 
of near-normal to above normal rainfall over the coastal 
areas of Tanzania, Kenya and Southern Somalia. 

As reported by OCHA Somalia, the Flood Working Group 
has been reactivated in Nairobi in anticipation of the up-
coming Gu rains and potential flooding in Somalia. UN 
agencies and local and international NGOs have mapped 
river embankment breakages as an early warning indica-
tor, while monies from the Humanitarian Response Fund 
have been made available for river embankment repair 
projects and community-based early warning mechanisms. 
Reports detailing response activities by cluster in Somalia 
(Who does What Where) can be obtained from the OCHA 

Somalia website at http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia 

Awareness campaigns by the Meteorological departments, 
targeting the riverine communities around the flood-prone 
areas in Kenya and around Wabe-Shebelle, Weyib and 
Fafen rivers in Ethiopia have also been initiated.   

At the same time, other areas in Tanzania, Kenya and So-
malia, eastern and southern Ethiopia, eastern Uganda and 
southern Burundi, are expected to experience near-normal 
to below normal rainfall for the period of March to May 
2007. The Kenyan Meteorological department has warned 
that rainfall is likely to be poorly distributed in some parts of 
eastern, northern and southern Kenya. This could aggra-
vate food insecurity and water scarcity in these areas in 
2007. http://www.fsausomali.org 

 

Locust infestation on the coast of Eritrea,  

Sudan and northern Somalia  

FAO assessment reports warn of a potential food security 
crisis in the region, following a second-generation locust 
infestation from Eritrea. FAO field reports indicate the pres-
ence of late locust hopper bands and newly fledged adult 
locust in crops and natural vegetation on the coastal plains 
of the Red Sea coast spanning the Sudanese-Eritrean bor-
der. The swarms’ migration patterns  are said to be highly 

John Holmes on his first mission to 

Juba 23 March 2007. UN Photo.  

Reporting period:   
1-31 March 2007 
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linked to the variations in climatic conditions. FAO predicts 
that current dry conditions at the coast will cause the 
swarms to move further north along the coast in Sudan as 
well as west into the Eritrean highlands. Small bands have 
also been spotted in the Silil area on the northwest coast of 
Somalia near Djibouti, where favourable rainfall conditions 
have provided conducive breeding grounds.  

In the context of the on-coming long rains expected from 
April to June, FAO anticipates that the swarms are likely to 
affect the Ethiopian border; northwest towards the Eritrean 
highlands; east along the coast; and across the Gulf of 
Aden to southern Yemen. Alternatively, the swarms may 
remain on the coast and eventually breed once the long 
rains start.  

FAO has commenced control operations against locusts on 
the Eritrean coast where ground teams have treated more 
than 15,000 hectares of hopes and adults. In Sudan, locust 
teams have been mobilised and a spray aircraft is on 
standby on the Sudanese coast.    

 

Displacement into Darfur from Eastern Chad 

Chadians fleeing insecurity in the east of the country con-
tinue to seek refuge in Darfur. According to UNHCR, op-
erations are ongoing to move about 700 Chadian refugees 
living in the border villages to the new Um Shalaya camp, 
60 kilometers southeast of the West Darfur capital El-
Geneina where assistance can be provided. These repre-
sent a fraction of an estimated 20,000 Chadians who have 
been forced to flee to Darfur since 2005.  

 

Acute Watery Diarrhoea in Somalia, Ethiopia  

According to WHO, a total of 5,602 cases of clinically diag-
nosed Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) including 251 re-
lated deaths were reported from six regions in Central and 
South Somalia, between 30 December 2006 and 10 March 
2007. The outbreaks have been linked to lack of access to 
safe drinking water, poor hygiene and sanitation practises. 
The most affected districts are Kismayo, Mogadishu, 
Merca in Lower Shabelle and Jalalaqsi in Hiraan. In Merca, 
the presence of a high number of IDPs has placed addi-
tional strain on the limited sanitation resources.  

According to OCHA Ethiopia, AWD cases have further 
been reported in Afar, Gambella, Oromiya and Ogaden 
regions in Ethiopia. www.ocha-eth.org. 

 

Voluntary repatriation to South Sudan  

and Burundi 

Organized voluntary repatriation of refugees from Ethiopia, 
Central African Republic (CAR), Kenya and Uganda into 
South Sudan continued amid fears that tribal clashes, 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) movements, land mines and 
cattle raids may slow down the process, according to UN 
humanitarian sources. In one week (ending 11 March) 234 
people were voluntarily repatriated from CAR, 141 from 
Kenya and 597 from Uganda. The process is still ongoing. 
323 people returned from Ethiopia by land on 10 March but 
the operation was halted pending mine clearance of the 
roads.  

In March, Burundi continued to register returnees. Since 
the beginning of 2007, 2,649 people have returned to Bu-

rundi. More than 150,000 Burundian refugees are still living 
in camps in western Tanzania, and approximately 200,000 
Burundians who fled the country in 1972 still live in old set-
tlements.   

 

Burundians expelled from Tanzania 

The Government Project for the Reintegration of War-
affected Persons (PARESI) continues to register expelled 
Burundians from Tanzania. Since January 2007, PARESI 
has registered 839 persons.  UNHCR, WFP and the Burun-
dian Red Cross are providing food and non-food items. 
UNHCR is providing financial support for the transfer of the 
expellees to their areas of origin. http://ochaonline.un.org/
Burundi 

Sudanese refugees loading their belongings onto a UNHCR truck in 

Kakuma, northwestern Kenya, before their voluntary repatriation to 

southern Sudan.  © Siegfried Modola / IRIN 
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Meningitis Situation: Central, East and West Africa

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Meningitis is a bacterial infection or inflammation of the brain and spinal cord lining. 
When diagnosed early and treated with antibiotics many patients recover fully. 
Meningitis can cause brain damage, deafness and learning problems. About 5-10 
per cent of patients die. 

The "Meningitis Belt" is a hyper-endemic area across sub-Saharan Africa. Meningitis 
erupts during the dry seasons (December and June) when dust winds and cool nights 
cause upper respiratory tract infections in humans. An estimated 300 million people live 
in the Meningitis Belt. Animals are not affected by the disease.

Infection is transmitted from person to person through respiratory secretions passed by 
close personal contact, such as living in close quarters and sharing eating utensils. 
Large population displacement can contribute to the spread of the disease.  
Vaccine campaigns have been conducted in many countries; however, immunity is 
limited to about 3 years. 

This outbreak of Meningitis has been reported in 14 countries, with 30,357 confirmed 
cases and 2,258 deaths reported (as of week 12, 25 March, WHO).  

Rains are due to arrive in the region, which traditionally limits disease spread.  
Health experts emphasize the need to install surveillance networks to better detect 
and confirm cases.  Vaccine campaigns need to continue for vulnerable populations.

Outbreak in the Meningitis BeltFOCUS: 
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need for immediate availability of funds 
to purchase and pre-position minimum 
food stocks before the onset of the 
rainy season in June when roads be-
come impassable.  

 

 

Djibouti 

WFP has reported critical funding 
shortfalls for food assistance for 
53,000 vulnerable people in Djibouti, 
amidst new reports of a critical nutri-
tional situation in the country. Accord-
ing to the office of the Resident Coor-
dinator in Djibouti, malnutrition rates 
among children under five and no-
madic rural populations are worsening  
and currently at the critical stage. 

Meanwhile, on 27 March, WFP issued 
an urgent appeal for more funds to 
Djibouti to enable the continuation of 
assistance to the vulnerable population 
that consists of pastoralists and Somali 
refugees.  WFP projects that US$ 1 
million is needed immediately to avoid 
a suspension of distributions in May, 
which marks the beginning of the dry 
season. FEWSNET estimates that 
27,000-35,000 persons are chronically 
food insecure in the northwest and 
southeast pastoral livelihood zones 
and continued assistance for the re-
covery of the 2006 drought victims is 
therefore imperative.  
 

Meanwhile,  the Office of the Resident 
Coordintor noted that over 500 cholera 
cases have been  reported in four dis-
tricts of Djibouti town, Obock, Dikhil 
and Tadjourah between December 
2006 and 20 March 2007. The rapid 
spread of the disease has been attrib-
uted to inadequate sanitation and poor 
water supply in rural areas. The Hy-
giene and Epidemiology Department of 
the Ministry of Health in Djibouti have 
reported that the quick spread of the 
disease is the result of cross border 
movements to and from two water 
sources shared by the population 
along the Ethiopia–Djibouti border. 
Access to safe drinking water in Dji-
bouti is estimated to be 52.5 per cent 
in rural areas compared to 97.4 per 
cent in urban areas. 

WHO reports that several govern-
ments, NGOs and Inter-governmental 
organisations are jointly responding to 
the outbreak and have preposition es-
sential supplies and equipment for 
cholera control, with WHO chairing 
outbreak taskforces established at 
zonal and central levels in the affected 

which was visited by United Nations 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, John 
Holmes. The ERC met with some of 
the thousands of men, women and 
children living in the bush without 
clean water, medicines, food or proper 
shelter, because they are too afraid to 
return to their villages. Roughly 
285,000 people in CAR have been 
forced to flee from their homes, 
150,000 in the last six months alone. 
Speaking after the visit, the ERC said 
that “there is an urgent need for hu-
manitarian assistance, and the inter-
national community must increase its 
financial support for aid agencies pro-
viding emergency relief. There is also 
a long road towards development in 
the Central African Republic, including 
reform of the security sector. These 
are priorities that I will raise on my 
return to New York”.  

 

 

Kenya 

Clan conflicts over land allocation in 
Mt. Elgon region continued to flare up 
with at least 140 deaths, several inju-
ries and an estimated 40,000 families 
being displaced since the clashes 
broke out in December 2006, accord-
ing to OCHA unit for Kenya. The at-
tacks are believed to be perpetrated 
by members of the Sabaot Land De-
fence Force, a local militia group 
whose clan members were allegedly 
excluded by the government during 
the land allocation process in the 
area. Incidents of rape and defilement 
cases, allegedly perpetrated by the 
armed militia and national security 
forces, have been reported by the 
local media. The Kenya Red Cross 
continued to provide food and non-
food assistance to the affected popu-
lations.  

 

 

Chad 

A WFP emergency food security as-
sessment (EFSA) has indicated that 
there are up to 105,000 IDPs in east-
ern Chad requiring food assistance in 
addition to the 224,700 Sudanese 
refugees already receiving food assis-
tance. By the end of March, the WFP 
Emergency Operation had received 
US$ 23 million, representing 27 per 
cent of the total requirement of US$ 
85.4 million for this year. There is 

Country coverage 

 

Somalia 

In its attempt to establish control over 
Mogadishu city, the Somali interim 
government transferred its capital 
from Baidoa to Mogadishu on the 12 
March, through a parliamentary vote. 
However, insecurity continued to rise 
in Mogadishu, with continuous fighting 
including attacks on peacekeeping 
troops throughout March. It is esti-
mated that at least 45,000 people fled 
the city between February and mid-
March, according to IRIN. 

Continued clashes between armed 
elements, Transitional Federal Gov-
ernment forces and Ethiopian military 
have led to hundreds of deaths of ci-
vilians and caused massive displace-
ments to areas surrounding Moga-
dishu. This has seriously hampered 
the delivery of assistance to affected 
communities as movement of local UN 
staff is severely restricted, while that 
of international staff is currently im-
possible.  

The number of IDPs in need of food 
and non-food assistance continues to 
rise in Merca, Jowhar, Afgoye, Buale, 
Jemame and Kismayo due to poor or 
absent local security arrangements. 
Horn Relief, a local NGO, continued to 
collaborate with WFP to facilitate food 
distribution in affected areas.   

  

 

Central African Republic 

A United Nations mission to Birao, a 
town located in  in northwestern CAR 
disclosed that up to 95 per cent of its’  
inhabitants fled the town as a result of 
fighting between CAR government 
forces and rebel militias on 3 March.  
Also affected by the conflict is the 
North Western prefecture of Paoua, 

IDPs in Mogadishu, Somalia, February 2007. 
©  IRIN 
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countries. There are however fears 
that the outbreak might spread further 
especially in refugee and IDP hosting 
areas, due to the poor sanitary condi-
tions.  

 

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Heavy fighting on 22-23 March be-
tween guards loyal to former vice-
president Jean-Pierre Bemba and the 
Congolese Armed Forces (FARDC) 
mainly in the central Gombe area of 
Kinshasa killed nearly 100 people and 
wounded 111 others, mostly soldiers. 
ICRC organized an assistance opera-
tion to bring relief to the wounded 
while the peace-keeping mission MO-
NUC supplied food, water and medi-
cine to some 1,300 people in areas 
close to the fighting and evacuated 
nearly 1,100 people including 16 
wounded. On 22 March, members of 
the Security Council issued a state-
ment calling for a cease to the conflict. 
As of 23 March, MONUC confirmed 
that hostilities had ended. The fighting 
was triggered by Bemba’s dismissal of 
a government order for his body-
guards to be integrated into the regu-
lar army. An arrest warrant has been 
issued for Bemba for high treason 
ostensibly for using the armed forces 
for his own ends. Bemba has however 
claimed that he is not guilty and that 
he no longer had control over his 
troops after they had left his resi-
dence. The issuance of an arrest war-
rant for Bemba could be interpreted as 
the Government’s attempt to force 
B e m b a  t o  g o  i n t o  e x i l e .  
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2
007/sc8975.doc.htm 

www.economist.com/world/africa/displ
aystory.cfm?story_id=8937150 

 

 

Ethiopia 

According to FAO, a bumper crop har-
vest in Ethiopia is forecast for the 
2006-2007 season, and is estimated 
to be about 10 percent above the pre-
vious year’s post-harvest estimates. 
However, despite the improved food 
security projections, an estimated 1.36 
million people will require emergency 
food assistance due to flooding and 
drought.  An additional 7.2 million 
chronically food insecure people are 
also being assisted through the gov-

ernment’s Productive Safety Nets Pro-
gramme (PSNP). 

 

 

Sudan 

Bureaucratic requirements that hu-
manitarian organisations in Darfur 
have been facing are expected to be 
eased as a result of a new agreement 
reached between the government of 
Sudan and the UN.  According to a 28 
March Joint Communiqué by the UN 
and the government of Sudan, a num-
ber of procedures will be facilitated 
including issuance of visas, travel 
documents, registration of interna-
tional NGOs (INGO) and conditions of 
work and recruitment of INGO person-
nel as well as custom clearance of 
i t e m s  i m p o r t e d  b y  t h e m .  
http://www.unsudanig.org/  

 

 

Uganda 

Following a meeting of the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army (LRA) leadership with 
the United Nations Special Envoy to 
the LRA-affected areas, Joaquim 
Chissano, it was announced that the 
stalled talks between the Government 
of Uganda and the LRA are expected 
to resume mid-April. In addition to the 
Government of southern Sudan, the 
mediation team will be increased  to 
include Kenya, Tanzania, South Af-
rica, Mozambique and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. 

Humanitarian concern over the 
karamoja region continued in March 
as a result of inter- clan raids, road 
ambushes and instances of forced 
disarmament. Save the Children re-
ported that 66 children were killed in 
Kotido on 12 February during an army 
operation against suspected cattle- 
rustlers. Although the organization 
had not found any physical evidence 
of the alleged deaths, it said it had 

received consistent reports after inter-
viewing some 200 people. Despite the 
difficult operating conditions, humani-
tarian response is ongoing within the 
framework of the Uganda CHAP/CAP 
2007. A Karamoja Task Force (KTF) 
comprising UN agencies and NGOs 
has begun meeting in Kampala to 
support that area at the operational 
and advocacy levels, while  OCHA 
has led a process for the establish-
ment of District Focal Points (DFPs), 
identified among UN and NGOs pre-
sent in the districts, to maintain an 
early warning-early action mechanism. 

On 16 March, WFP made a call for 

urgent funds to avoid a gap in its food 
pipeline. WFP would be forced to 
halve food rations for nearly 1.5 mil-
lion people and refugees as from the 
beginning of April. WFP has so far 
received only US$ 37 million out of the 
US$ 127 Million that it had requested 
for relief operations in 2007. In re-
sponse to the same appeal, the 
United Kingdom government has 
given US$ 13 million. The funds will 
benefit about 3.5 million people includ-
ing IDPs, refugees in West Nile and 
drought affected populations in the 
Karamoja region.  
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