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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• Forest fires in Sumatra and Kalimantan increased in 

frequency and intensity at the beginning of August. In the 
first two weeks of the month, over 4,000 fires were 
detected, covering an area of almost 5,000 square 
kilometers, with the Riau province being the worst affected 
area.  This has resulted in severe haze affecting region 
including neighbouring countries Malaysia and Singapore. 
BAKORNAS (National coordinating board for disaster 
management) has established the 2005 Forest Fires 
Disaster Management Team to deal with the situation. 

• The Aceh Monitoring Mission (AMM) headed by Peter 
Feith and comprised of EU and ASEAN monitors has 
arrived in Aceh. Initial bases have been established in 
Banda Aceh, Meulaboh, Lhoksemawe, and Biruen. The 
decommissioning of weapons is scheduled to begin on 15 
September. On 31 August, more than 1,400 GAM 
prisoners and detainees were released under the amnesty 
stipulated in the MOU signed on 15 August. 

• The WFP Award Ceremony for the Annual School Feeding 
Competition took place in Banda Aceh on 16 August. 
Fourteen children from ten schools in Lhokseumawe, 
Meulaboh, and Aceh Besar, including one School Feeding 
Competition winner from Lhokseumawe, received prizes 
and certificates. The “Friends of WFP” donated US$30,000 
to the schools and the Education Department for 
improvement of learning environment. 

 

 
WFP Country Director, Mohamed Saleheen and BRR Head, Kuntoro 

Mangkusubroto, with the winner of the competition whose drawing will 
be included in the annual WFP calendar. (Photo: WFP) 

 
 
• Andrew Harper, the new Head of the UN Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Banda 
Aceh, assumed duty on 26 August. UN Recovery 
Coordinator for Aceh and Nias, Eric Morris, is expected to 
begin his duty on 2 September. 

 
 
 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
 
BRR 
BRR (Recovery and Reconstruction Agency for Aceh & Nias) 
approved 11 concept notes at the forth round of the fast track 
workshop on 4 August (total US$43.1 million) and 54 at the fifth 
workshop on 18 August (total US$391 million). The approved 
projects cover, inter alia, transitional and permanent shelter, 
post-tsunami legal assistance, disability assistance and spatial 
planning. Since 7 June, over 400 concept notes have been 
approved through the fast track workshop approval process, 
valued at US$2.49 billion. 
 

UPDATES ON ACEH & NIAS 
 
Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Aceh & North Sumatra (MDTFANS) 
MDTFANS fifth steering committee meeting met in Banda Aceh 
on 25 August.  MDTFANS approved the grant requests by 
Leuser International Foundation and Fauna & Flora 
International (US$ 14.05 million) on the integration of the 
environment and forest protection in recovery and 
development, and by the UN Joint Logistics Centre (UNJLC) on 
the disaster response logistics (US$3 million) with respect to 
the lease of landing crafts to provide logistics to coastal areas. 
 
Key Developments 
Banda Aceh 
Aceh Bankit 2005 will take place 9-18 September. The annual 
exhibition will focus this year on the pubic accountability and 
partnership building for recovery and reconstruction. The aid 
community has been invited to participate to allow the general 
public to learn more about their activities and accomplishments. 
 
Aceh Jaya 
Road conditions throughout the district have been increasingly 
deteriorating due to rain, topographic change and the lack of 
repair and maintenance. PEMDA is appealing NGOs to assist 
in repair and maintenance. It plans to present the findings of its 
assessments at an extraordinary meeting next week, including 
locations of roads in dire need of repair and cost estimates. 
Bupati (district head) and PEMDA (local government) have 
resumed a fortnightly general coordination meeting. 
 
Aceh Barat & Nagan Raya 
BAPEDDA Aceh Barat (District development planning board) 
has initiated a coordination meeting with participation of key 
government offices, UN agencies and NGOs. A coordination 
mechanism has also started in several sub-districts attended by 
camat (sub-district leader), kepala desas (village leaders) and 
leaders of Temporary Living Centres (TLCs) and IDP camps as 
well as the aid community. The latter aims to identify the needs 
and gaps at the sub-district level and also feed the information 
to BEPEDDA for district level coordination. It is planned to roll 
out the mechanism to all affected sub-districts in Aceh Barat 
and Nagan Raya. 
 
Nias 
The first shelter sectoral working group for Nias, co-chaired by 
BRR and UNHCR, was held in Gunung Sitoli. Deteriorating 
water and sanitation conditions in several IDP camps requires 
immediate attention. The lack of government capacity in solid 



 

and water waste management in urban areas such as Gunung 
Sitoli and Teluk Dalam is also an increasing concern. 
 
Humanitarian Action Forum (HAF) – District-level 
humanitarian assistance coordination mechanism 
The Transitional Settlement Monitoring Mechanism (TSMM) 
teams deployed by the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) are 
completing IDP (internally displaced persons) needs data 
collection in Nagan Raya and Aceh Barat. The first HAF for 
Aceh Barat is to be held during the second week of September 
in Meulaboh. The TSMM teams returned to Aceh Besar, Banda 
Aceh and Pidie to update the needs data and monitor 
commitments made at the first round of HAF meetings. The 
second HAF for Pidie will take place on 1 September in Jantho 
and at the beginning of September for other two districts. 
 
The monitoring revealed that the major concern for IDPs is that 
various assessment teams visit them and promise assistance, 
which is often not followed through. This finding has been 
confirmed by the survey conducted by the Public Information 
and the Media Working Group (see “Focus”). While some HAF 
participants acted quickly on their commitments, others have 
not fulfilled them. HAF participants are urged to make 
commitments responsibly and ensure the implementation of 
these commitments. 
 
In addition to monthly HAF meetings, TSMM instituted a 
mechanism to report urgent humanitarian needs as and when 
they are identified. OCHA then bilaterally engages 
organizations that are best placed to immediately respond to 
such needs, including WFP for food and IFRC for transitional 
shelter and non-food items, thus reducing response time. 
 
IFRC is working out technical details for adopting the TSMM 
forms and database to be used for monitoring by IFRC, PMI 
and Red Cross national societies. This would significantly 
enhance the TSMM data collection coverage once becomes 
operational. 
 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
The SATKORLAK (Provincial development body for disaster 
and IDP management) coordination meeting on 1 August 
discussed new definition of tsunami-affected IDPs in Aceh 
province for government assistance purposes. The provincial 
government now defines IDPs as registered persons who were 
affected by the disaster and live in temporary shelters. 
Temporary shelters include: 
• Barracks/TLCs build by the government, NGOs and others; 
• Tents; 
• Temporary housing built by the owner of the site; 
• Public facilities currently lived by IDPs (schools, offices, 

mosques, etc.); and  
• Host families. 
Those living with host families are considered as IDPs until 26 
March, six months after the official end of the emergency 
period. The new definition would not preclude the aid 
community to continue providing assistance to the IDPs with 
host families beyond 26 March. 
 
Dinas Social (Social Department), together with the BPDE 
(Central Electronic Data Board) and a NGO GARANSI, has 
been conducting IDP registrations for the more accurate data 
on the number IDPs and related factors. The first round of 
registration has been completed and the data is now being 
processed by BPDE. The preparation for the second 
registration is being planned. The second round data will 
enable the tracking of livelihoods, income, employment and 
other living standard indicators According to the latest 

government data, there are 73,934 IDPs and 9,243 houses 
destroyed in Nias district. The official IDP data for Nias Selatan 
is not yet available. A comprehensive IDP database and 
monitoring system needs to be set up in order to support 
SATLAK (District disaster & IDP unit) for Nias and Nias Selatan 
in identifying IDP needs and gaps. OCHA Nias Field Office is 
facilitating a consultation meeting with key partners (IOM, WFP, 
UNICEF, UNHCR, SATLAK, BRR, OXFAM, IFRC, and WVI) to 
establish a common framework and discuss ways forward. 
 

SECTORAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Shelter & Non-Food Items  
The issue of housing needs of approximately 90,000 renters 
was highlighted in the recent shelter sectoral working group as 
a gap in the blue print. An ad hoc group on shelters for renters 
discussed that community mapping, especially in urban areas 
like Banda Aceh, needs to take into account the shelter needs 
of renters. Any solution has to be devised with community 
participation. One of the possible solutions discussed was to 
build rental properties with NGO funding on land provided by 
the government or purchased with government funds. 
 
In Aceh Jaya, as part of UNHCR’s integrated community-based 
shelter reconstruction project, the rehabilitation of the four 
community halls in Krueng Sabee is well underway. It is hoped 
that these community halls are completed well before the start 
of the Ramadan. The construction of the 2 Type 36 model 
houses is about to commence. Once completed, one of the 
houses will be used as a women’s centre whilst the other will be 
used as an information centre and work place for the RedR 
shelter team. 
 
On transitional shelter front, in Aceh Besar, IOM will handover 
72 units for Aviation Department civil servants in Blang Bintang 
and 42 units in Lambaro to displaced police officers by the end 
of August. The first 45 units of 220-unit Cot Paya shelter project 
outside of Banda Aceh have been completed and the 
construction of additional 28 units is rapidly advancing. In Aceh 
Besar, the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) 
plans to increase the number of beneficiaries for their 
temporary shelter project in Teunom from 957 to 1,300. The 
challenge is the limited supply of certified timbers (see “Focus”) 
and logistics difficulties due to bad road conditions. 
 
Water & Sanitation 
UNDP has now removed more than 15,208 cubic metres of 
household waste from around Banda Aceh. UNICEF is 
finalizing designs of a sludge treatment facility in Banda Aceh at 
the end of the year worth US$500,000. UNICEF donated one 
desludging truck to Pidie District and the cities of Meulaboh and 
Lhokseumawe. In Calang, the local government is requesting 
assistance for waste disposal systems. Currently, there is no 
vehicle available in Calang for garbage collection and emptying 
septic tanks. 
 
As part of the IDP camp clean-up programme, UNICEF, in 
cooperation with the Indonesian Ministry of Health, promotes 
hygiene education. Twice a week, volunteers visit IDP camps 
and communities in the 21 districts of Aceh province and Nias. 
Together with the community, they clean up the camp. In 
addition, the volunteers inform the residents about the 
possibilities to keep their homes and communities clean and 
give advice on how to avoid food-borne diseases. At the end 
August, UNICEF will distribute 100.000 hygiene kits in camps 
and communities. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
General Timber Information 
UNJLC has recently received Timber Import information 
confirmed by BRR staff.  The procedure document will appear 
shortly on the UNJLC website (www.unjlc.org) in Bahasa 
Indonesia to be followed by the English version. Highlights are 
as follows: 

• Wood is not a restricted item 

• There is no limit on quantity 

• There is no restriction on the use of preservatives. 

Wood is a quarantined good, and thus requires additional 
procedures: 

Timber must be come into ports of entry approved by the 
Ministry of Agriculture: 

Ports:  Tanjung Priok I, II, and III - Jakarta 

  Belawan - Medan   

Airports:  Soekarno-Hatta - Jakarta 

   Polonia – Medan 

A mandatory quarantine check takes 1-2 days. If any pests are 
found in the wood, fumigation is required before being released 
from the port. 

Phytosanitary Certificate is required from the country of origin. 

The importer must present a letter to the port Quarantine 
Officer announcing the arrival of the timber. 

Contact Person in BRR:  

Agus Kuncoro  - akuncoro2003@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus – Wood Supply for Post Tsunami 
Reconstruction 
 
One of the most complex cross-sectoral problems facing 
the post-tsunami reconstruction and rehabilitation in Aceh
and Nias is wood supply. Timber is required for the vast
majority of reconstruction projects.  

The massive estimations for general wood consumption in
the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Aceh and Nias vary
significantly. BRR supports the estimation that 415,000-
650,000 cubic metres of timber is required for
reconstruction in Aceh and Nias.  

The urgent need for the Government of Indonesia to define
its policy on wood supply and procurement guidelines is
essential to ensure that the increasing number of
reconstruction projects meet wood supply and procurement
guidelines, as well as address environmental impacts.  

To that end, BRR in cooperation with FAO hosted the
Second Workshop on Wood Supply for Post Tsunami
Reconstruction for the Wood Forest Industry in Jakarta on
2 August 2005, to reach solutions on the various issues
related specifically to timber supply, and develop strategic
approaches to overcoming illegal logging and deforestation.
However, during the discussions that proceeded
presentations from various stakeholders, including BRR,
FAO, Ministry of Forestry, WWF and the Timber Industry,
more issues were raised than solutions reached.  

Issues related to the wood supply policy include  

• Determination of procedures for processing
donations of timber.  

• Monitoring of imported and domestic supplies of
timber for reconstruction. 

• Controls for monitoring the quality of materials
used and reconstruction program itself. 

• Supporting special projects that support
sustainably produced timber products. 

 
Alternative wood supply options still need to be explored,
including coconut, rubber tree wood, sawit and bamboo. 
 
As Indonesia is the world’s second biggest wood supplier,
the Ministry of Forestry and BRR are committed to
ensuring the use of domestically produced wood and
donated imported wood (non-commercial).  
 
In order to meet the increased demand on domestic wood
supply, the Ministry of Forestry has permitted the increase
in national wood supply from 5.7 to 7.9 million cubic
metres per year. The additional 2.2 million cubic metres per
year is specifically allocated for post-tsunami 
reconstruction. The increase in the domestic market
requires strategic solutions to combat issues concerning to
illegal logging, forest management and deforestation. 
 
 



 

Economic Recovery & Livelihoods 
Disperindag Aceh Besar identified 552 beneficiaries for a 
project to support small industry, whose livelihoods range from 
fish drying to electronic repairmen. A letter of agreement (LoA) 
will be drafted shortly. The Becak Associations are in the 
process of finalizing the lists of beneficiaries who will receive 
the becaks. The Request for Proposal to procure the side cars 
is being drafted in Jakarta. In Bireun, Terre des Hommes 
continues to distribute fishing equipment, and the tenders for 
construction of the fishing ports are being advertised. 
 
Cash for Work 
The Cash for Work project of the International Relief & 
Development (IRD) now includes supporting the teachers at a 
Children’s Creativity Centre in Banda Aceh – 150 children 
attend the playgroup. 
 
Employment Services & Vocational Training 
ILO job centres in Banda Aceh, Meulaboh, Calang and 
Lhokseumawe has now registered 40,000 job seekers. The ILO 
intends to provide training to these job seekers on skills 
according to the market needs and is encouraging the aid 
community to provide the labour needs projection for 
reconstruction work. The UNDP Communications Team will 
shortly begin discussions with the ILO on an outreach strategy 
to better place prospective employees. 
 
Infrastructure 
The UNDP team from the tsunami waste recycling programme 
in Banda Aceh discussed with Bupati in Calang the possibility 
of extending the programme to Aceh Jaya. BAPEDALDA 
(environmental impact control board) will identify appropriate 
dumpsites and UNDP will supply the necessary equipment.  
 
The tsunami waste-recycling programme has so far collected 
and recycled 70,719 cubic metres of tsunami waste from Banda 
Aceh and Aceh Besar. In Meulaboh, the programme now 
employs 360 people. 18,080 cubic metres have been collected 
and recycled. An additional 8,600 square metres of land that 
had been buried by tsunami waste has been cleared.  
 
The construction of the road to the Ulee Lheu port is 
progressing, having completed 160 meters. The contract for 
clearing the port of rubble deposited on the seabed will be 
prepared as soon as the road is completed. 
 
Education 
UNICEF has completed the list of schools in need of 
reconstruction and rehabilitation. The Department of Education 
and BRR will review the list for endorsement. The distribution of 
830,000 school kits has completed except for Aceh Jaya where 
the distribution continues. The distribution is also underway in 
Nias Selatan. 
 
Twelve temporary schools in Banda Aceh and Aceh Besar have 
been completed. Construction of 18 more temporary schools in 
Banda Aceh, Aceh Besar and Aceh Jaya is underway.  
 
WFP and UNICEF are helping to install 1,000 newly recruited 
emergency teachers in tsunami-affected districts by providing a 
two-month General Food Distribution (GDF) basket and 
kitchen/hygiene kits. Deliveries were made to respective 
Education Departments for further distribution in 12 districts 
including Aceh Jaya, Pidie, Aceh Selatan, and Aceh Barat 
Daya. 
 

Food 
World Vision International distributed 290 metric tons of mixed 
food commodities to 19,222 beneficiaries in Aceh Barat. 
Catholic Relief Service (CRS) commenced GFD of 1,089 tons 
to 72,205 beneficiaries, and commenced GFD of 451 tons to 
29,935 beneficiaries in Nagan Raya. Save the Children 
completed August GFD in Lhokseumawe, Aceh Utara, and 
Bireuen on 20 August covering 111,017 IDPs. 
 
GFD for August in Banda Aceh, Aceh Besar, Pidie, and Sabang 
Island is underway, reaching some 273,000 beneficiaries. 
Currently three cooperating partners (CARE, World Vision and 
Save the Children) are distributing in these four districts. 
 
A LoA was signed with PMI to support 15,000 IDPs in Aceh 
Timur. PMI is currently undertaking preparatory work for the 
food distribution and arranging its warehouse and logistics to 
accommodate this new caseload.  
 
WFP targeting criteria for the households in the few remaining 
IDP camps on Nias have been defined. The final round of GFD 
will take place in September and October according to these 
criteria.  
 
WFP has delivered 35 metric tons of biscuits to 84,000 children 
and 4,400 teachers in 456 schools for the ’Back to School’ 
Campaign in Nias North. Under this activity, children received 
five packets of biscuits each as an incentive to return to school. 
 
Health 
The second batch of medical doctor deployed to Simeulue by 
UNICEF finished their mission to assist District Health Office in 
filling gap in provision of health services. Total of 16 doctors 
have been sent for two months. The local government is 
requesting UNICEF support at least until the end of year. 
 
Nine Satellite Health Clinics (SHCs) opened in Bireuen. Two 
additional SHCs in Pireuen, Pidie and Lhokseumawe are in the 
final stage of preparation. On the west coast, two SHCs in 
Kuala, Nagan Raya and Meurebo, Aceh Barat, are nearing 
completion. IOM plans to build 51 SHCs in Aceh Barat to 
provide primary care for at least 64,000 IDPs living in barracks 
around the province. 
 
Governance 
UNDP and Air Putih are working to install internet facilities for 
the local government in Calang. Work is also progressing on 
the construction of new government offices in Calang. 
 
Disaster Preparedness & Management 
The Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC) held two 
courses in Banda Aceh during the week of 14 August, focusing 
on Disaster Management and Community Based Disaster Risk 
Management. In the latter, the participants from the UN, NGOs 
and government agencies took part in group exercises to 
identify hazard risks for Aceh province and designed 
community-level preparedness, mitigation and preventive 
measures. 



 

Logistics 
With the MDTFAN grant as noted above, UNJLC will be able to 
bring much awaited vessels to assist the aid community in 
transporting construction materials to the coastal and island 
regions where the pace of reconstruction has been hampered 
by the lack of logistics means for large cargo and the worsening 
road conditions. Currently, UNJLC is working on the final 
technical details. 
 
Road conditions and repair/reconstruction plans for the west 
coast route between Banda Aceh and Meulaboh were reviewed 
at a 23 Augst meeting. UNJLC maps of road conditions and 
repair/reconstruction plans are available at www.unjlc.org. 
Severely damaged sections of the road between Lamno and 
Calang may be repaired by Catholic Relief Service (CRS).  
BRR is coordinating the project. 
 
As of 22 August, 749 containers have not been cleared at the 
Belawan Container Terminal. UNJLC is making every effort to 
contact consignees who have un-cleared and/or uncollected 
containers in order to avoid bottlenecks. Humanitarian 
collaborators should contact UNJLC, Banda Aceh, with any 
specific questions. 
 
According to the Aceh Jaya district transportation office, public 
speedboat services will commence in September, operating 
Banda Aceh-Lamno-Calang-Meulaboh-Nagan Raya routes. 
 
Information 
(For Public Outreach, see “Focus”) 
 
Public Information & the Media 
Following the successful media trip to Calang for 14 journalists 
on 3 August, the Public Information & Media Working Group 
organized a media trip to Meulaboh on 24-25 August. Ten 
journalists from Aceh-based journalist from major Indonesian 
and Aceh media visited UN/NGO programs, including those of 
UNDP, WFP, UNICEF, CARDI/NRC, Islamic Relief, World 
Relief, AID4, and Pengembangan Kawasan, a local NGO. The 
purpose of the media trip is to give the media access to difficult-
to-reach areas and to allow the aid organizations to increase 
transparency through media reporting. 
 
BRR is in the process of producing an information flyer to assist 
the international community in cultural awareness and 
sensitivity on Aceh culture. The distribution of the leaflet is 
planned for early September. 
 
Security 
No serious GAM/TNI clash had been reported for a week after 
the signing of the peace agreement. Since then, three incidents 
have been reported in Biruen, Aceh Besar and Aceh Barat. In 
some areas, voluntary decommissioning of weapons by GAM is 
reported to have started ahead of the official start of 
decommissioning. The aid community is advised to maintain 
security consciousness. 
 
As a result of a demonstration instigated by the family of the 
kidnapped Election Commission member, a temporary travel 
restriction to Nias Selatan was declared. The restriction was 
lifted on 23 August 

Focus – Public Outreach for IDPs in 
Recovery and Reconstruction  
 
The Public Information Working Group in Banda Aceh 
conducted a qualitative survey on information needs and 
effective channels of communication available in Aceh 
between May and July. The survey represents the first 
attempt to capture insights on general information flows in 
the tsunami-affected areas and was conducted in 82 
communities across 12 districts in Aceh province. 
 
According to the survey, there is a serious lack of 
information about the recovery and reconstruction efforts 
flowing to the intended beneficiaries. Just 7% of 
respondents said that they felt “very informed” and only 15% 
felt they received “sufficient” information. People often did 
not understand why their Cash for Work projects were 
ending, to whom they could talk about housing or what aid 
organizations did. They are looking for simple and practical 
information that will help them get their lives back to normal. 
Survey respondents listed information about housing and 
livelihoods as the priority information needs. The gap 
between community expectations and what had been 
delivered as assistance was leading to disappointment, 
resentment and disillusionment. It is thus critical that aid 
organizations improve communications to communities, 
especially to be honest about time frames for their activities 
and properly explain problems and delays. 
 
A Public Outreach Seminar was held on 23 August to 
discuss the importance of information in the context of 
security, mental health, accountability and transparency, as 
well as project support communications. The seminar was a 
follow up to the IDP Workshop conducted in May, which 
identified the need for more public outreach. With speakers 
from BRR, UNIFEM, UNDP, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, and 
UNICEF, 50 people attended the seminar from the 
government, UN agencies, international and local NGOs, 
and civil society organizations. The findings from the survey 
and practical case studies were presented to promote a 
strategic approach to public outreach and exhibit the ease in 
which information can be disseminated. A “Communication 
Resource Book” listing photographers, production studios 
and other vendors that are needed to produce public 
outreach material and a press contact list was also created 
for the participants to help facilitate their public outreach 
efforts. A shortened version of the seminar will be presented 
to certain Sectoral Working Groups in Banda Aceh and 
organizations in Aceh Barat and possibly Aceh Jaya. 
 
Overall, there is an increased recognition by the aid 
community and the government that more effective and 
frequent public outreach is critical and momentum is 
growing. The next step will be for Sectoral Working Groups 
to identify what questions affected communities are asking 
about their sector and how best to answer them. 
 
The Shelter Sectoral Working Group, for instance, followed 
up on the seminar by holding a meeting on public outreach 
for the sector. The meeting exchanged ideas for the target 
audience, priority shelter message for IDPs and the next 
steps. The group plans to seek advice from the Public 
Information Working Group to further their sectoral outreach 
strategies. 
 
The report of the survey, “Where’s My House?” is available 
at the HIC web site. 



 

 
OTHER INDONESIAN PROVINCES 

 
Forest Fires 
The UN Office for Resident Coordinator, in close coordination 
with relevant Government authorities, particularly BAKORNAS, 
has been monitoring forest fires in Sumatra and Kalimantan. 
The secondary data taken from BAKORNAS shows that peat 
fires at the beginning of August were increasingly detected 
especially in Riau. This has resulted in severe haze pollution 
affecting the region. 
 
In the middle of August, the Vice President issued a decree for 
BAKORNAS to establish the 2005 Forest Fires Disaster 
Management Team.  Budi Atmadi Adipoetro heads this team 
with Sugeng Triutomo as the Secretary. The team will assume 
duty for coordination and emergency response of forest fires up 
to the end of 2005 and consists of BAKORNAS, Ministry of 
Forestry, BPPT (Technological Research and Development 
Agency), Ministry of Environment, and the Air force.   
 
The main task of BAKORNAS is to coordinate the emergency 
response to forest fires in the country. The Ministry of Forestry 
will be responsible for land fire suppression. BPPT will manage 
weather modification issues in cooperation with the Air Force 
and the Ministry of Environment will be responsible for 
advocacy and law enforcement.   
 
The Governments of Malaysia and Singapore deployed 
firefighters to Riau in the third week of August and the EMA 
(Emergency Management of Australia), who is offering water 
bombers to the Government of Indonesia, conducted a field 
assessment from 19 to 22 August to observe how best they 
could help the Government of Indonesia to deal with peat fires. 
BAKORNAS formally received the assessment results on 24 
August with an overall view that water bombing will not be 
effective to extinguish peat fires in Sumatra and Kalimantan.  
 
The Ministry of Forestry has been mobilizing its 'Manggala Agni' 
team - an emergency response team for forest fires - with their 
water injection method to extinguish the fires. The first team for 
weather modification in Riau was sent on 22 August and the 
second one for Kalimantan was deployed on 24 August.  The 
two teams returned without having to carry out their tasks since 
the total number of hotspots has drastically decreased due to 
natural rainfalls.   
 
BAKORNAS reported that the number of hotspots increased to 
around 200 spots in Pontianak, West Kalimantan, last week, 
However, at the beginning of this week, hotspots are 
diminishing.  The Forest Fires Disaster Management Team is 
on standby to take any necessary action. 
 
The Department of Health says no respiratory problem was 
reported from the field.  Health Offices in the fires-affected 
provinces manage to deal with their buffer stock of masks and, 
in addition, mobilize its Environmental Health Clinic for the 
community with health checking and air pollution meters 
available. 
 
The UN Office for Resident Coordinator will have Rene 
Nijenhuis from the Environmental Emergencies Section (a joint 
UNEP/OCHA section in Geneva) to visit Indonesia the first 
week of September to assist UN and UNDP offices and 
become the direct liaison with the authorities as a focal point.  
 

Central Sulawesi 
Snipers killed two men on 3 and 4 August in Poso town. Police 
have identified the perpetrators, but have not been able to 
apprehend them as yet. Meanwhile, the provincial government 
approved on 20 July the extension of Sintuwu Maroso security 
operation for the seventh time. The operation is reviewed every 
six month.  

Two international NGOs (International Medical Corps and 
Mercy Corps) have closed their offices and one other (ACDI 
VOCA) will follow this year. CARE, CWS, CARDI and Common 
Ground are still running activities in Poso along with six other 
international organizations. 
 
Floods in Tanambulava Sub-district in Donggala District in June 
damaged 1.5 km of the Gumbasa irrigation canal, clean-water 
facilities and thousand hectares of farming land. As a result, 
thousands of farmers in Gumbasa, Tanambulava, Dolo and 
Sigibiromaru sub-districts are facing economic, malnutrition and 
sanitation problems.  
 
Maluku 
A homemade bomb exploded in Mardika market, Ambon city on 
25 August, causing nine injuries. The police have arrested a 
native Ambonese young man for allegedly giving the bomb to a 
pedicab driver at the market.  
 
Almost simultaneously, a gathering was held at the Vice 
Presidential Office in Jakarta to evaluate progress achieved 
after the signing of Malino peace agreement in 2002. Maluku 
Governor K.A. Ralahalu and other prominent government 
officials attended the meeting. Meanwhile, situation in Maluku 
remains calm and people continue their daily activities as usual. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Allocation of Available Unearmarked Funds 
 

• The allocation of the available US$2 million in unearmarked funds for under-funded Jakarta-based UN 
agencies has been finalised, and Geneva is currently developing MoUs with the following agency 
headquarters: 

� UNESCO:  US$704,840 
� ILO:  US$506,380 
� UNEP:  US$388,780 
� FAO:  US$400,000 
   

• Confirmation was received on 26 August 2005 that an additional US$500,000 in unearmarked funds from 
Geneva will be allocated to fund proposals from: 

� UNAIDS:  US$150,000 
� UNIDO:  US$350,000 

 
• In addition, US$2 million will be made available to UN agencies in Aceh, with a further $100,000 earmarked 

for a telecommunications project and $500,000 going to Logistics Coordination Support.  This brings the total 
allocation of unearmarked funds to US$5.1 million 

 
 
 
 

        Table 1: UN Tsunami Relief Funding for Aceh and Nias as of 26 August 2005 

UN Agency 
Commitments/ 
Contributions/ 

Carry-Over 
(in US$) 

Expenditure 
(in US$) 

FAO 16,364,873 5,507,713 
ILO 2,642,008 960,000 
IOM 47,168,043 21,784,755 
OCHA 4,854,161 2,301,235 
UNDP 39,345,000 30,742,282 
UNDSS 1,384,836 275,000 
UNFPA 13,869,858 6,466,331 
UNHCR 27,801,477 9,837,055 
UNICEF 186,770,170 39,630,831 
UNEP 1,032,469 67,000 
WFP  183,732,104 101,549,249 
WHO 32,751,244 15,806,497 
UNESCO 429,326 0 
UNAIDS 132,923 132,923 
UNV 5,441,800 301,000 
UNIDO 0 0 
UNIFEM 1,902,100 110,000 
UNJLC 3,522,343 1,740,000 

TOTAL  569,144,736 237,211,871 
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For further information please contact: 
 
JAKARTA - Office of the UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator in Indonesia 
 
Ms. Reiko Niimi 
Chief 
Tel: +62 (0)813 1633 7835 
Email: niimi@un.org 
 
Ms. Dora Cheok 
Reports & Information Officer 
Tel: +62 (0)811 825 207 
Email: cheok@un.org 
 
 
ACHE & NIAS – UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
 
BANDA ACEH 
 
Mr. Andrew Harper 
Head of Office  
Tel: +62 8(0)812 105 0837 
Email: harpera@un.org 
 
Ms. Satoko Nakagawa 
Reports Officer  
Tel: +62 (0)811 825 214 
Email: nakagawas@un.org 
 
 
CALANG Field Office 
Mr. Joerg Meier 
Tel: +62 (0)812 107 9394 
Email : meier@un.org 
 
MEULABOH/SIMEULEUE Field Offices 
Mr. Steve Ray  
Tel: +62 (0)812 106 4894 
Email: rays@un.org 
 
MEDAN/NIAS Field Offices 
Ms. Sabine Linzbichler 
Tel : +62 (0)812 105 0832 
Email : linzbichler@un.org 
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