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SITUATION REPORT  
ASSAM FLOODS 

 
 
 
On 5 July, the water level in the Brahmaputra River started to recede in North Lakhimpur and Dibrugarh 
districts of Assam.  However, as of 6 July morning, parts of North Lakhimpur district reported a rise in water 
level, due to continuous rain in the catchment areas of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh . Official reports state that 
the situation could remain grim if there is heavy rainfall and discharge of water in the upstream of the 
Brahmaputra River. Official sources from the sub-division of Dhakuakhana report that the flood water will 
remain until September 2009 since the Brahmaputra river course has entered through the breach portion of 
the Matmara Dyke.   
 
The Indian Meteorological Department has predicted isolated heavy  to very heavy rainfall over northeastern 
States, West Bengal & Sikkim, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Vidarbha, Orissa, Kerala and Lakshadweep  in the next 
48 hours. According to the Central Water Commission, the River Brahmaputra at Dibrugarh is flowing at 
105.25m against the danger level of 104.24 m with a steady trend and at Neamatighat is flowing at 85.17m 
against the danger level of 85.04 m with a falling trend. 
 
On 6 July, the National Disaster Management Division (MHA) reported that 144,575 people in 201 villages in 
seven districts have been affected in the State due to floods so far.  The affected districts are Lakhimpur, 
Dhemaji, Jorhat, Nagaon, Bongaigaon, Barpeta and Morigaon . Media reports claim that one person drowned in 
Majuli island (60 year old man who se boat capsized) and as many as 400,000 people have been displaced. The 
state government has set up 3 Relief camps and 2 shelter sites on the embankment. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

OVERALL SITUATION                                                              

MAP OF AFFECTED STATE 
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In North Lakhimpur District  rising flood waters of the Brahmaputra River resulted in a breach in an 
embankment in the Dhakuakhana Gaon Panchayat on 1 July 2009 .  
As of 6 July 2009, the official damage details from there are:  

 Population affected – 117,950  
 No. of villages affected – 128 (127 undamaged but surrounded by water + 1 partially w ashed away)  
 Area affected (in ha) – 25,277 
 Loss of cattle/ livestock – 55 

 
In Jorhat District , the situation in Majuli Island remained a concern, with rising waters in the Brahmaputra and 
Subansiri rivers on 6 July reporting:  

 Population affected – 41,000 (approx.) 
 40 villages in five GPs are affected 
 Area affected (in ha) –  4,700 (approx.) submerged by floodwaters in the island 

 
In Bongaigaon District , the Ai River was flowing above danger mark on 5 July 2009 resulting in damage to 
houses in Domerguri GP.  
 
 
 
 
As of 6 July 2009, the government response i n the sub-division of Dhakuakhana in Lakhimpur district is :  

 No. of relief parties deployed – 4  
 One team consisting of 2 SO & 23 Ors equipped with 4 inflatable boats, 2 SCUBA sets, 12 life buoys, 10 life  

jackets and other life saving aids was deployed since 27 June 2009 at Dakuakhana in North Lakhimpur . The 
NDRF personnel along with State administration are carrying out joint reccee of flood affected villages.  

 The District Administration and Sub -Divisional Officers are engaged along with the NDRF for relief 
distribution. Till date, 1,976.10 Qtls rice, HTW-08 nos., Dal-100 Qtls, Salt-15 Qtls, Rice Bran-45 Qtls and water 
purifying sachets – 3000 nos. have been distributed to the affected people.  

 Three Relief camps in M E School and two shelter sites on the embankment have been opened.  One relief 
camp has been open in Dhakuakahana , where 105 persons are staying.  Two temporary tube wells have 
been set up to provide safe drinking water.  

 Two Health camps have been set up and Medical teams are moving to the affected areas for health check 
ups.   

 Local DRM trained volunteers and PRIs are coordinating with the Dhakaukhana Circle Office for distribution 
of relief.  

 The District Authority has started the coordinati on mechanism at district head quarters and advised all 
NGOs to coordinate with the relief operation.   

 
 
 
UNDP: 

 The GOI-UNDP DRM programme staff are in close contact with the Lakhimpur District Administration .  
 
UNICEF:  

 The Assam Office is in contact wit h the Lakhimpur District Administration and the State Disaster 
Management Cell in Guwahati to closely monitor the situation.  

 Emergency supplies (jerry cans, H2S strips, and pans/traps) have been pre -positioned with the NGO partner 
Rural Volunteers Centre (RVC) in Dhemaji district, adjacent to North Lakhimpur.  

 Other emergency supplies (tents, tarpaulins, hygiene kits, jerry cans, water tanks, etc) have been pre -
positioned at the Indian Red Cross Warehouse in Guwahati, and can be handed over to State Governm ent 
and/or local partners for relief.  

 UNICEF is in touch with the DHS/IDSP on active disease surveillance. In Dibrugarh, BCC relating to 
prevention-cum-community-level management is underway through the network of Village Youth 
Volunteers. 

 Partnerships with NGOs for mobilization are also in place.  

DAMAGE DETAILS  

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE  

UN RESPONSE  
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 UNICEF participated in the Inter -Agency Group on Emergencies, which met on 3 July 2009. The IAG 
members from CRS, Action Aid and IGSSS have initiated a Rapid Assessment in North Lakhimpur district 
and the Assessment in expected to be available during the next IAG meeting scheduled for Tuesday 7 July 
2009 at 1530 hrs. UNICEF will participate in the meeting.  

 A 2-member team from the Assam Office will visit North Lakhimp ur for a Rapid Assessment from 8-10 July 
2009.  

 
 
 
Sphere India 
Sphere India prepared and circulated a Situation Report on the Assam Floods on 3 July. A meeting in New 
Delhi to discuss the situation in Assam is being held on Tuesday, 7 July  at 4 pm.  
 
IAG Assam:  
The IAG Assam called for a meeting on 3 July and the second meeting is scheduled for 10 July. The members 
of IAG are keeping a close watch on the situation and the immediate needs of the people.  
 
    
 
 
Matmora flood scene grim  (4 July): The flood situation in Matmora remained unchanged tod ay as the water 
level of the Brahmaputra, which was receding yesterday, rose slightly last night and it is stated to be steady this 
evening. Meanwhile, the Brahmaputra is maintaining a rising trend in Dibrugarh. The flood situation in Majuli 
has also remained almost the same as it was yesterday. Water Resource Department (WRD) sources maintained 
that delay in implementing the Matmora retirement dyke project with Geo fabric technology resulted in the 
Brahmaputra flood water entering the country side, while, the delay of the Brahmaputra Board in plugging the 
last year’s breaches in the PGJH PWD Road led to the inundation of the Barbil area.  On the other hand, flood 
water receded in the Gobradol area of Nalbari district and consequently, the situation has impro ved in that 
area. Massive erosion by Aie River posed a grave threat to the villages near the river in Manikpur, Srijangram 
and Tapattari blocks of Bongaigaon district. The river already started breaching the old embankments in 
Dumerguri and Huramara areas of the district and already more than 70 families in those areas have been 
displaced. All the displaced people are taking shelter in a relief camp in a primary school.  Meanwhile, the 
change of the course of the river caused panic among the people of the ar ea and the affected people have 
alleged that their plight worsened because of the failure of the Government to take adequate flood protection 
measures. (The Assam Tribune)  
 
4 lakh displaced in Assam floods (5 July):  One person was killed and up to 400,000 have been displaced in 
flash floods triggered by heavy monsoon rains in Assam, officials said today. A government spokesperson said 
a tribal villager was drowned when his boat capsized late yesterday in South Asia's biggest river island of Majuli 
in Jorhat district, about 320 km east from Guwahati. The current wave of flooding in the  past one week has left 
about 400,000 persons displaced in 5OO -odd villages in the four districts of Lakhimpur, Dhemahi, , Jorhat and 
Nagaon. 'The situation continues to be grim  and we have already put rescue teams in action," said state 
Revenue and Rehabilitation Minister Bhumidhar Barman.  Most of the displaced people are now lodged at 
makeshift shelters on raised embankments. ''We are providing food and medical support to the flood-hit 
people," Barman said.  ''We have also alerted civil, police and paramilitary rescue teams in vulnerable areas," he 
added. There have been several breaches in embankments in Dhakhukhana area in the eastern Lakhimpur 
district. Besides, at least two  dykes have been washed away in Majuli. Central Water Commission bulletin today 
said the main Brahmaputra river and its tributaries were flowing above the danger level in at least 10 places 
and in full spate. An Assam government statement said a total land  area of 3,000 hectares was affected. (The 
Tribune)  
 
Assam flood situation grim, Brahmaputra crosses mark  (6 July): One person was swept away in Majuli 
islands as the flood situation in Assam turned critical with river Brahmputra and its tributaries cross ing the 
danger mark, affecting over five lakh people in 10 districts. Normal life was crippled as large parts of Lakhimpur, 
Dhemaji, Dibrugarh districts, Jorhat in Upper Assam, Morigaon in Central Assam and Barpeta, Kamrup 
(Guwahati), Bongaigaon, Dhubri and Baksa in Lower Assam were submerged by the swollen rivers due to 
incessant rains in catchment areas.  In world's largest river island Majuli, almost the entire island got flooded 
and a villager was swept away. The situation in the districts of Barpeta, B ongaigaon, Dhubri and Baksa was grim 

MEDIA REPORTS   

NGO RESPONSE  
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with flood waters submerging nearly 50 villages and affecti ng more than one lakh people. In worst-hit districts 
of Lakhimpur, Dhemaji and Jorhat, vast tracts of land remained under water following embankment breaches 
caused by heavy rainfall in the foothills of Himalayas in  Arunachal Pradesh. In Dhemaji district, water of river 
Semen has inundated vast tracts of land in Jonai sub -division while water of rivers Gai a nd Jiadhol was also in 
spate. Personnel of the National Disaster Rescue Force (NDRF) were engaged in rescue operations.  
(Zeenews.com)  
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Emergency Analyst, UNDP 
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UN Disaster Management Team Associate  
Email: shairi.mathur@undp.org  
Mobile : +91 98107 23192 
http://www.un.org.in/UNDMT/home.htm  

  

SOURCES & CONTACT DETAILS 


