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Key Messages
Adverse weather during the 2009 main crop season, coupled by massive displacement and economic constraints, affected 
food security condition in the country.
The political tensions with neighbouring countries remain high with increasing numbers of IDPs fleeing to Ethiopia.
Concerned agencies expect the already fragile food security situation to further deteriorate to an extremely alarming problem 
of hunger.
The government is taking steps to invest in agriculture.

Background
The total population was 4,996 million in 2008, with an annual growth rate of 3%. The estimated proportion of undernourished population 
reached 68% in 2005.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 4996204

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 3%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 630

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 80%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2007 (WB) 24%

Prices
 No available price data on Eritrea.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption
Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 68%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 68%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators
Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 5%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 63

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 60%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 2%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts
There are no major conflicts between Eritrea and its neighbours 
at the moment, although tensions along the borders with 
Ethiopia and Djibouti remained high. Eritrea has yet to sign the 
Kampala Convention by the end of 2009 and has not complied 
with the UN Security Council's demand to withdraw its troops 
from the position they had occupied since their June 2008 
military action against Djibouti's Ras Doumeira region. 
According to UNHCR, in 2009, thousands of Eritreans fled the 
country. Following an increased influx of Eritrean refugees, the 
Ethiopia authorities announced, in mid April 2010, the opening 
of a new camp in the northern part of the country. More than 
5000 new arrivals from Eritrea have been registered in 2010. 
Refugees from Eritrea in Ethiopia are estimated at 41,061.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008
Total in the country 6657 7061 5084

Total outside the country 198763 220957 201094

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert
Earthquake 2009-02-06 Sahil 1/3

Earthquake 2009-02-05 Sahil 1/3

Earthquake 2009-01-01 Sahil 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.



European Union

Food Security Information for Decision Making
www.foodsec.org

Eritrea

Vegetation Condition
Normal vegetation conditions are observed for the major part of 
the country. The general indicator of vegetation condition 
provided below is the relative difference between the NDVI for 
April 2010 and the average of the last 10 years, calculated on 
the agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER land 
cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS â€“ FoodSec

Food Security Situation
According to FAO, adverse weather during the 2009 main crop 
season, coupled by massive displacement and economic 
constraints, affected food security conditions in the country. 
GIEWS reports widespread lack of access in the short term; 
WFP and IFPRI estimate a very high and extremely alarming 
hunger problem in the long term.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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Eritrea is not covered by FEWSNET. FEWSNET coverage is 
limited 14 African countries 1 Caribbean (Haiti) and 1 Central Asia 
(Afghanistan). Food security status is given for different parts of 
the country in each case.
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Food Balance Sheet
Planting of the 2010 main season crops will start in June. 
Domestic production for 2010 is estimated at 272,000 tonnes 
while national utilisation would be 604,000 tonnes hence, import 
requirements are estimated at 332,000 tonnes in 2010.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies
To boost agricultural production the government is developing 
infrastructure facilities in Gerset region, while training on 
agricultural technologies, and soil and water conservation are 
being given to farmers in Anseba and Gash-Barka regions.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Infrastructure development and 
training.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

ERITREA-SUDAN: Samuel, "They told me, ‘We'll put you in custody ...
ERITREA-SUDAN: A forgotten refugee problem

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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