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  Nepal  Floods and landslides  
   Situation Report # 1 
   25 August 2010 
 
This report was issued by UN RC/HC Office. It covers the period from 1 to 25 August 2010. The next 
report will be issued on based on the development of the floods/landslide situation. 
 
I. HIGHLIGHTS 

• Incessant rains have affected several families including loss of lives and properties more 
than 847 families displaced from 38 districts across the country. 

• Nepal Red Cross reported 98 deaths in the past two months (22 June -23 August 2010) 
due to floods and landslides 

• Rescue operations are ongoing using Army helicopter in Chitwan district 
• DDRC is taking the lead in response at the district level and NRCS and other 

humanitarian actors are supporting the government  
• Detailed information on needs and gaps is yet to come 

II. SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Due to incessant rain during last four days (21-24 August, 2010), major rivers across the country 
have reached high water levels. The major rivers Saptakoshi; Kamala & Triyuga, Baluwa, Bagmati 
in the east and Narayani, Karnali, Mahakali, Rapti, Mohana in the west have reached to danger 
levels. These swollen rivers have created havoc among people living close to rivers and in 
downstream areas. According to the Nepal Red Cross Situation Update issued on 23 August, 98 
people lost their lives, 8 are missing, 29 injured, 847 families have been displaced, 7331 families 
affected and 2852 houses damaged during the last two months. However, details on the deaths 
and response information are yet to be collected. 

A landslide has killed three members of the same family in Taplejung district in the Eastern Hills. 
The Koshi River has recorded high water level due to massive rainfalls in the Koshi catchment 
areas. According to the media, the Koshi Barrage Control Room recorded 338,315 cubic feet per 
second (cusecs) of water flowing through the barrage on the evening of 24 August. Due to the high 
water flow, the Koshi barrage authority has put red flags in three different locations and have blared 
the red siren since 22 August to signal the danger. The barrage can withstand pressure of up to 
950,000 cusec however, due to wear and tear over many years, the siren was set off once the flow 
reached 150,000 cusec a representative from Water Induced Disaster Prevention Program (WIDP) 
Biratnagar said. Following the alarming rise in water levels, 39 out of 56 gates in the Koshi barrage 
have been opened. 

Human settlements in Prakashpur and west of Mahendranagar in Sunsari and Sri Lanka Island 
west of Rampur Thoksila of Udayapur have come under threat due to rising water levels. In 
Sunsari, two VDCs - Tribeni, Tapeswori including Triyuga Municipality of Udayapur district have 
been badly affected by floods from Koshi & Triyuga rivers.  

According to an NGO, in Udayapur, a total of 420 families have been affected by flooding from 
Triyuga river and Badrwa khola. 250 families from Tapeswari; 100 families from Triyuga 
municipality and 70 families from Tribeni have been affected by the floods. One person has been 
found dead and one is still missing and 13 families of Triyuga municipality are displaced for the time 
being and sheltered at a nearby school.  The embankment of Triyuga river has been broken at two 
places allowing flood waters to enter the municipality. At present, there is no more rainfall.  

In Jhapa, three deaths have been reported due to floods from Biring river and the flood has 
displaced 25 families and eroded 50 bigha1 arable lands, according to NRCS-Jhapa as of 25 
August.  

It is also reported that two people were swept away by the Kamala river in Sindhuli district on 23 

                                                 
1 One bigha equals about 0.677 hectare (1.67 acres) 
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August.  

According to NRCS-Rautahat, a total of 560 families were affected in the district (Harsaha - 80 
families; Bahardurpur - 30 families and Banjaraha- about 450 families) by the swollen Bagmati and 
Lal Bakaiya rivers. One injured person was found by search and rescue teams in Lal Bakaiya river 
course. In Sarlahi, about 120 householdsof Nayabasti located in Karmaiya (Bagmati river barrage 
side) were affected by water logging and two houses have been completely damaged, a local NGO 
reported. 

In the Central Terai from Dhanusha through Parsa districts, the rainfall has been reported as 
normal and farmers are satisfied with the rainfall to irrigate their paddy fields at the time of need.  

Local media reported that the incessant rainfall caused displacement in Kanchanpur and Kailali 
districts and a bridge in the Pahalmanpur road section of the East West Highway in Kailali district is 
at risk.  

Hundreds of houses of Mandi area (4 VDCs) in western Chitwan district have been inundated by 
the floods. The area has been totally cut off from the district headquarters and other places. Rescue 
workers have not been able to reach the area by land. According to local sources, on 24 August, at 
least two people were washed away by the river and another two are missing . During the 
preparation of this report, more than 200 families are completely displaced and require the camp 
facilities as they are presently residing in schools.  An emergency meeting of all parties took place 
in the district headquarter Bharatpur on 25 August to discuss the situation of Mandi and rescue 
plan. The meeting has decided to carry out 
the rescue work as soon as possible and to 
request the Nepal Army to send a 
helicopter when the weather clears.  

The raising Mahakali River that breached 
its embankment and entered human 
settlements continued eroding land for the 
fourth day on 24 August. An emergency 
District Disaster Relief Committee (DDRC) 
meeting was held on 22 August. The Chief 
Secretary and other high level government 
officials left for the area from Kathmandu 
on 24 August. Their assessment is still 
ongoing.  

Likewise, according to news reports 
received from Bardia, more than 500 
houses in Muragahawa, Nangapur and Daulatpur have been inundated after the flood waters from 
Karnali River in Tihuni entered human settlements. The flood victims have appealed to the local 
administration for relief assistance. 

Likewise, ten Dalit families of Dandagaun village in Jajarkot district are taking shelter in a 
neighbor’s house are in the need of support. These families were scared after a landslide swept 
away six houses and displaced 68 families according to the media.  

Landslides in various parts of the hilly areas have obstructed roads. According to NRCS-Taplejung, 
a landslide swept away two houses of three families and partially damaged 17 houses in Sadewa 
VDC on 23 August. The landslide is thought to have led to the death of three members of a family 
who are still missing. 18 families have been displaced and are residing in the neighbors' houses. 
Police personnel and volunteers of NRCS are deployed in the landslide area. The rainfall was 
incessant till the time of reporting and is affecting the search and rescue operations. Similarly, a 
landslide swept away two houses/shops in Khamlung VDC-1 of Taplejung district on 24 August. No 
human casualties reported. The NRCS sub chapter members and locals responded to the affected 
people at the local level. The response team is facing difficulties due to continued rainfall and 
landslides.   Landslides have been reported in Bajura and Ilam districts as well. 

 Ratanpur VDC Kailali (Photo NRCS-Kailali) 
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The vehicular movement has been halted along the Mechi Highway's Ilam-Phidim section since the 
morning of the 25 Aug after landslides at Gumbadanda of Pauwasartap VDC-7 of Panchthar 
district. Police and locals are trying to clear the debris of the landslides, which are obstructing the 
road.  
The flood triggered by heavy rainfall in the Karnali River broke the embankment on 23 August. 
About 500 families are displaced. The Nepal Police, Armed Police Force, Nepal Army and locals 
are trying their best to control the flood. 

Response  

At the time of reporting, rescue workers are planning to carry out rescue work in Chitwan and other 
parts of the country as the rain subsides. DDRC members were using Army helicopters for search 
and rescue operations during the reporting time. The DDRC members in Chitwan organized the 
emergency meeting this morning (25 Aug -DDC, Nepal Police, Armed Police force (APF), DPHO 
and I/NGOs) in DDC meeting hall. The representatives from CDO, DDC, Nepal Police, APF, NRCS 
and DPHO moved to the affected areas for further search and rescue with 20 cartons of dried food.   

District Disaster Relief Committees (DDRCs) across the country along with Nepal Red Cross 
Society (NRCS) and local humanitarian partners are taking high caution and have considered the 
DP plan as a guide for the response.  

It is reported that DDRC Kanchanpur has requested NPR 10 million from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs to provide relief to the flood displaced people in Kanchanpur district following a DDRC 
meeting. The meeting also decided to rebuild the embankment that was damaged by the Mahakali 
River. Flood displaced people at the moment are taking shelter in Sidhanath Secondary School, 
Bhimdattanagar, Badaipur Primary School and Chaukisuru Primary School in Bhujela village.   

According to the Chief District Officer (CDO) Kailali, assessment teams have already been 
mobilized in different VDCs to get updated information on the situation. Search and rescue teams 
comprising Nepal Police, APF, Nepal Army and NRCS will also be mobilized should there be a 
need. A high level mission from the Government visited Kailali and Kanchanpur yesterday; report 
yet to come. 

Similarly in Kanchanpur DDRC is having a meeting to plan relief and rescue of flood affected 
populations. 

The search and rescue cluster, Udayapur, comprising the Nepal Police, Nepal Army and APF have 
been deployed to rescue affected people in the District.  The District Disaster Management 
Committee (DDMC) held a meeting yesterday with NRCS & local NGOs, on how to proceed and 
assess the situation for further response.  District Lead Support Agency/NGO have planned to 
distribute rice, RTEF items (Ready To Eat Food) in the affected Musahar community of Tapeswari 
VDC, with close coordination by the DDRC.  

Police, NRCS members and locals have been responding to the displaced populations, providing 
locally available/collected food items. The DDRC organized a meeting on 25 August morning and 
decided to send a response team with relief materials (Tarpaulin, Blankets, Clothes, Cooking 
vessels and RTEF). The team comprising DAO, NRCS, DDC and the Agriculture Officer will depart 
today to the affected areas and the team will also assess the situation and damages. The situation 
is within the control of district. 

In Udayapur, the DDRC organized a meeting on 24 August and decided to mobilize clusters. The 
response activities are coordinated with the partners available in the district. NFI sets distributed to 
13 displaced families and emergency food has been distributed through focal NGO (Naba Prabhat); 
an assessment Team has been mobilized by DDRC to the flood affected areas; Care Nepal (CSP) 
and CARITAS, Janakpur are interested in supporting the affected people once the needs are 
identified.  

NRCS has provided 10 sets of NFI to 10 affected families that came to DHQ seeking support. 
According to preliminary information, 7 houses were swept away and 10 houses were completely 
damaged by the flood.  
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District Administration Office Rukum provides economic support of NPR 1500-2500 based on the 
situation of damages.  

III. HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 

Agriculture 

Needs 

Several hectares of agricultural lands have been reported flooded. However, the quantity of loss is 
yet to be known. Paddy fields are reported flooded in several districts including Sunsari, Udayapur, 
Sindhuli, Chitawan, Kailai, Bardiya, Dang and Kanchanpur. In Chitawan alone, more than 2000 
hectares of paddy field has been sand casted.  In Chitwan and in some other districts, livestock are 
reported to have been swept away. 

Education 

Needs 

• 165 children from flood affected families lost/damaged their text books and stationary during the 
temporary displacement in Dharan, Itahari, Inaruwa and Bhokraha VDC 

• One lower Secondary School, Shree Sarswati Lower Secondary School, Ram Shikar Jhala (8 
rooms) including land have been swept by the flood and classes could not be used as per DEO 
Kailali. Requested for 8 school tents, 3 pit latrines, 1 tube well for drinking water and wire fence 
to protect from wild elephants. 

• In Rukum district, the roof of 15 schools was damaged by heavy storm.  

Response 

• A total of 8 tents have been released and installment process is still not undertaken due to 
continued rainfall in Kailali 

• UNICEF (total of 124 student kits) and Save the Children (total of 51 student kits) supported the 
student kit upon request of DEO Sunsari. 

Gaps 

• Rukum DEO has requested support for CGI roof for 15 schools damaged by heavy storm and 
landslides. The Education authorities is still waiting for updated information. 

• Transportation of supply materials was difficult in mountain areas (Rukum district) 

• No tent technician at the local level, so tent technician from Kathmandu is sent to install and 
train the local people. 

Food Security 

Needs 

The Food Security cluster is collecting information about current flood situation in different parts of 
the country. There have been reports of flood and landslide damage in 36 districts across the 
country. There may be need of immediate ready to eat food support to the affected families. The 
cluster is closely updating the situation in coordination with all stakeholders. 

Response 

Nepal Red Cross Society has provided ready to eat food to 1223 families in different disaster 
affected districts since 29 July. NRCS district volunteers and DDRT members have been mobilized 
for both food distribution and also for assessment. In majority of Karnali districts the Nepal Food 
Corporation (NFC) has food stock in their warehouse approximately 1750 MT. At the moment as an 
initial support DDRC, Chamber of Commerce, VDCs, NRCS and other private organizations have 
supported food items like biscuits, beaten rice, noodles, sugar and also rice. If there be large scale 
food need for the immediate food support WFP would activate its immediate Response 
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Emergency Operation and try to support through the stock pre-positioned in Nepalgunj. 

Gaps 

More detailed information about the damage and displaced families yet to be received from different 
districts. But as per the pattern of rainfall, media reports and also reports from agencies based in 
the districts there may be more families that may require more support in days to come. The Koshi 
River started eroding spurs in its western embankment leaving a dozen VDCs at high risk of 
flooding thereby potentially worsening of situation further. The waters also inundated various 
settlements in Bardiya, Kailali and Kanchanpur districts who may require food support. 

Health  

Needs 

Provision of clean drinking water to the displaced and affected people and awareness on use of 
water treatment and personal hygiene is a key. 

Logistics 

Needs 

DDRC in Kanchanpur and in Chitawan has decided to request the Nepal Army to provide a 
helicopter for rescue operations. DDRC Chitwan was already using the helicopter during the report 
preparation time. 

Protection 

Needs 

Protection is closely observing the situation and is in close contact with Women Development 
Officers in the districts and would respond in case of protection needs of the displaced families. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs 

• Recent diarrhea and cholera epidemic has affected several wards (2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, and 14) 
of Nepalgunj municipality and adjoining VDCs.  8 deaths and over 450 people affected by 
diarrhea have been reported. 

• Flash flooding has affected and displaced 7 families in Kanchanpur. 

• In Udayapur, over 300 families (250 HHS in Tapeshwor and 50 h/h in Triuga municipality) have 
been affected.  

• No detailed information is available on most recent flash flooding in other districts. 

Response 

• DDRC- Banke mobilized EDCD, DHO, NWSC, WSSDO, UNICEF and its partners (IRD-
UNESCO/RUSUF) to provide both curative and preventative campaign in diarrhea prone areas. 
Female Community Health Volunteers (FCHVs) from DHO and NGOs visited affected areas 
and distributed chlorine solutions along with dissemination of hygiene messages. NWSC 
chlorinated pumped water before distributing to the local population. Periodic checking of 
residual chlorine of delivered water is being done and reported to their respective HQ and 
ministry. High dose was identified as one of the issues. In order to check Free Residual 
Chlorine (FRC) levels, 3 digital chlorine meters were provided by UNICEF through its field 
Office in Nepalgunj to NWSC and other working partners. 

• In Kanchanpur, on DDRC request, IRD/SWEET (UNICEF’s partner) distributed hygiene kit, 
blanket and water purification solutions to 7 displaced families. 

• WSSDO also sent  their staff members with some chlorine solution to 
distribute to the affected families 
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Gaps 

• UNICEF field staff is closely working with DDRC and local partners to assess whether DDRC 
Udayapur would require any external support and which be know by 26th August.  

Cross-Cluster/Sector Issues 

Needs 

At the moment, there are no clear needs, response and gaps reported across the clusters. 
Therefore the information at this stage is more general and falls across various sectors.  

IV. COORDINATION 

DDRCs are taking the lead and have proactively organized DDRC meeting at the district level. The 
Chief Secretary, the Joint Secretary from Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) and other high level 
officials visited Kailali on 24 August to observe the flood situation. Cluster leads and partners are 
closely monitoring the situation on the ground and consolidating the clusters information to be 
prepared should there be a cluster response required.  

UN Field Coordination Offices (UNFCO) are closely monitoring the situation at the regional level 
and providing updates to the central level. The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) principals are 
meeting to discuss the situation and planning for the response on 26 August 2010. 

AIN TGDM has called an emergency meeting to map who is where and what on 25 August to better 
plan the response if required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from media, UN, NGO, and other humanitarian partners, subject 
to availability of data. Although UNRCHCO aims to confirm reports independently, occasional factual inaccuracies can 
occur. 

For inputs, questions or comments please contact: Rita D. Jayasawal, National Coordination Officer on ph. 
9851072938, dhakal@un.org 

Caroline Vandenabeele, Head of RC/HC Office 
E-Mail: Caroline.Vandenabeele@one.un.org Phone: +977 98510 29457 

George Murray, Disaster Readiness and Response Advisor,  
E-Mail: murray1@un.org +977 985110 7306 

Visit the Nepal Information Platform at http://www.un.org.np 
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