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HEADLINES: 
 
West Africa holds polio vaccination days  
Measles and meningitis strike in Burkina Faso 
International Contact Grou p holds first meeting in Guinea 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW 
While the food crisis remains a concern, the onset of epidemics of measles and meningitis in Burkina Faso,  
meningitis in Nigeria, yellow fever in Guinea, and the appearance of a number of polio cases in Ghana,  
Nigeria and Niger among others1, is a reminder of the fragility of the region and of the need for 
governments, with assistance from humanitarian partners, to pay close attention to these disease outbreaks  
and augment efforts to minimize the incidence of these diseases, with at times require nothing more than 
proper hygiene practices. While progress has been made in a number of countries with regard to early 
warning and preparation, there is a need to consolidate such progress across the border and adopt a holistic 
approach (sufficient funding; early warning mechanisms; increase collaboration between states, among 
other things) to preventing epidemics in West Africa.  
 
1- HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
Food Security and nutrition  
The 20008/2009 growing season in West Africa resulted in above-average harvests sufficient to meet 
regional demand. Cereal prices, however, did not decrease as much, or for as long as would be expected 
following such a harvest. As prices in the region were already above the five-year average for the period 
prior to the harvest, early post-harvest prices increases could lead to moderate, high, or extreme food 
insecurity for net consumers by the start of the June-September hunger season. In most of the region’s key 
markets, nominal retail cereal prices in January 2009 tended to be higher than both the 5-year average and 
those of 2004/05, a year characterized by poor production and abnormally high cereal prices that led to a 
regional food crisis. 
 
Due to high prices, many governments are having trouble fully restocking their national grain reserves, 
which had been depleted in 2007/08 in order to mitigate the effects of high global food prices, particularly 
in urban areas. Without replenishing reserves, government’s ability to mitigate food insecurity in deficit 
areas will be limited this year.2 
 
Liberia/Côte d’Ivoire: Maintaining surveillance on worms: The pests that infested crops in Liberia are 
not “army worm” but a different form of caterpillar. According to experts, little is known about this  
particular pest that is also present in Benin and Gabon and in other parts of Liberia. The pest has existed in 
Nimba County but not in the large numbers seen recently.  There appears to be no direct threat to food 
security as staple food crops such as rice, millet and sorghum have already been harvested. But cash crops 
have been affected which will impact purchasing power. Experts fear a secondary or tertiary emergence of 
the pests which are now in pupation stage.  As of 2 February, 107 towns and villages  were affected in 4 
counties. Water and sanitation activities were undertaken in some 30 towns where about 20 wells were 
rehabilitated and over 1,200 jerry cans of chlorine distributed. Coordination efforts are ongoing, particularly 
against the backdrop that worms also appeared in western Côte d’Ivoire.  

                                                 
1 UNICEF and a number of governments have since undertaken national polio vaccination days 
2 Source: FEWS Net West Africa food security alert, February 17 2009 



 
 

 
 
Health 
53 millions targeted in synchronized polio vaccination days: Eight West African countries took part in 
the first round of simultaneous, cross-border vaccination against polio, as part of global efforts to eradicate 
the disease. 53 million children, under five years old, were targeted during this first round, with a second 
round scheduled for late March. According to UNICEF , a polio outbreak in northern Nigeria spread to six 
countries in West Africa in 2008. The wild polio virus had already re-infected Niger in 2007, as well as 
Chad and Cameroun in Central Africa. For more information please go to  
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_48289.html 
 
Tuberculosis on the rise in Liberia: The number of Liberians suffering from tuberculosis rose 
dramatically in 2008, according to government statistics. In the second half of 2008, 5,000 cases were 
recorded, compared to 3,000 for the whole of 2007, according to the National Office on Tuberculosis and 
Leprosy. The TB control agency cited lack of awareness about how TB spreads poor sanitation,  
overcrowded living conditions, nutrition and a health infrastructure devastated by 14 years of war  as 
contributing factors to this increase.  
 
Coordination/Information Management/ Support Services 
 
UN agencies participate in CERF training: UN agencies from west and central Africa concluded in Dakar 
on 20 February a two-day workshop on the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) with the aim of 
familiarizing them with this new financing tool. Facilitated by a visiting team of the CERF Secretariat, the 
gathering saw a high participation of UNHCR, UNFPA and FAO representatives, reflecting the growing 
interest from these agencies for the CERF mechanism. The following day, the mission also briefed a group 
of donors. The CERF is a stand-by fund established by the UN to enable more timely and reliable 
humanitarian assistance to those affected by natural disasters and armed conflic ts.  CERF is an upgrade of  
the current Central Emergency Revolving Fund by including a grant element based on voluntary 
contributions by Governments and private sectors organizations such as corporations, individuals, and 
NGOs. For more information on the CERF, please go to  
http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/cerf 
 
 
 
2- SOCIO -POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Guinea: International Contact Group holds first meeting in Conakry 
A high-level international group, mandated to assist the transitional authorities in Guinea, held a first 
meeting in Conakry where the group expressed concerns and at the same said that it stood ready to help the 
county return to constitutional order. Among other things, the group appealed for funding for the electoral 
commission, and encouraged Guinean authorities to strengthen collaboration with ECOWAS, UNODC and 
UN agencies to combat new phenomena such as drug trafficking and human trafficking. The group is slated 
to hold a second in March in Conakry. 
 
Medecins Sans Frontières published a report denouncing poor nutrition and sanitation conditions in 
Guinea’s prisons. The full report is available at  
http://www.msf.org/msfinternational/invoke.cfm?objectid=A75A1204-15C5-F00A-
257EBE40F28A812B&component=toolkit.report&method=full_html 
 
Mali: Government announces dismantling of rebel bases- Malian authorities announced that they have 
dismantled the country’s north-eastern rebel movement. Over the last months, the national army had 
intensified its operations against the group whose presence posed a threat to stability in the region. 
Government has undertaken efforts to integrate former fighters into civilian life. 
 



 
 

3- RESOURCE MOBILIZATION  
 
CAP 2009 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Themes Requests 
in  US $  

Funding in   
 US $  % 

Food Security and Nutrition   217,707,203  37,711,497  17% 

Health 15 663 789  0 0% 

Protection  62 191 033  0  0% 

Water and Sanitation  (WASH) 13 250 480  0 0%  

Coordination/Information Management 
and Support Services 

46,333,969 
 

3,875,679   8% 

Total: 358,151,474  
  

41,587,176  12% 
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For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on the humanitarian situation in the region: 
http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in West Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly 
report, please contact: Yvon Edoumou, edoumou@un.org, +221.33.869.8515, +221.77.569.9653, Ndiaga Seck, seckn@un.org +221.33.869.8510, 
+221.77.569.9654 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to IRIN: www.irinnews.org 
NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee the accuracy of the reports mentioned in the 
document.  


