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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Ethiopia:  Heavy rains in October caused severe flooding 
in Somali Region, further exacerbating the humanitarian 
crisis there and expanding the areas affected by floods this 
year. Still, these rains in the medium term are likely to 
benefit drought affected pastoral populations, allowing the 
slow process of their recovery to begin. Unseasonable rains 
in the main agricultural areas of the north and west are ex-
pected to incur minor post harvest losses. 

Kenya:  Above normal rains throughout Kenya will allow 
the modest improvements in pastoral food security to con-
tinue as long as the rains are not excessive. However, al-
ready excessive rains along the coast and in northern pas-
toral districts have resulted in loss of life and property, as 
well as human displacement.  

Somalia:  Heavy rains have fallen over most of Somalia, 
causing localized flooding in the riverine areas of Gedo, 
Juba and Shebelle. However, in the medium term these 
heavy rains will facilitate the start of the slow process of 
recovery from successive drought. 
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Urgent Action Required 

Chad:  Although the food security of refugees and IDPs is 
largely stable with an adequate supply of food aid and food 
from the recent harvest, deteriorating civil insecurity poses 
a grave risk of increased displacement and decreased hu-
manitarian access. This would result in a rapid deteriora-
tion of food security conditions in border areas with Sudan 
and possibly the Central African Republic. 

Zimbabwe:  The availability of maize meal in shops 
throughout the country improved in September and early 
October, particularly in southern Zimbabwe. However, 
households are severely limited in their ability to meet their 
food needs, due to high inflation and unemployment.  

 

Significant Events Timeline 
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FEWS NET Alert Status Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 
Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 435,000 291,000 

Djibouti 230,000 47,500 

Ethiopia > 10 million  10.3 million 
(PSNP + emergency)  

Kenya 3.6 million 2.4 million (emergency) 

Niger 3.87 million  TBD 

Somalia 1.8 million 621,163 

South Sudan 1.9 million 1.9 million 

Uganda  2.1 million (incl. IDPs) 1.6 million 

Zimbabwe Not available Not available 
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Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

Sudan (southern):  The September to October sorghum 
harvest has temporarily alleviated food insecurity. How-
ever, concerns remain over the impact of civil insecurity on 
food security in areas surrounding Juba County and Jonglei 
State. 

Djibouti:  Continued increases in staple food prices in ur-
ban areas, where the majority of Djibouti's population 
lives, are pushing the cost of the minimum food basket 
above the level that poor families can afford, increasing 
their food insecurity. 

Uganda:  Improved civil security in northern Uganda will 
allow displaced persons to access more land for cultivation, 
significantly improving their food security prospects. How-
ever, poor crop production in Karamoja is expected to re-
sult in increased food insecurity for as many as 500,000 
people. 
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Greater Horn of Africa:  Heavy rains bring floods, but also respite from recent drought 
Heavy rains in October marked the end of a long dry season in pastoral areas of the Horn of Africa and the start of the short rains 
season that runs from October through December. After a number of consecutive failed seasons, these rains offer needed respite, 
especially for pastoral and agropastoral populations who faced pre-famine conditions in early 2006. However, significant flooding 
has occurred in Ethiopia and to a lesser extent in Somalia and Kenya. 
 
The successive failures of the main and minor rainy seasons over the pastoral and agropastoral areas of the Greater Horn of Africa in 
2005 plunged people in areas in southern Somalia, southeastern Ethiopia and northeastern Kenya into a severe crisis. While triggered 
by the failed rains, the crisis was rooted in pre-existing, long-term conditions, including diminished access to dry season grazing, 
limited market access, rapid population growth, a decade of poor rainfall, and social and political instability and marginalization. 
The confluence of these factors, combined with the failure of the 2005 rainy seasons, resulted in widespread livestock losses, destitu-
tion, high rates of malnutrition and disease, school absenteeism, environmental degradation in already marginal areas, distress migra-
tion and an increase in resource-based conflict.   
 
The 2005/06 pastoral crisis was alleviated somewhat by mediocre rains during the main March to May 2006 season, but high levels 
of food insecurity persist. Figure 1 shows estimated food security conditions in the region, as of September 2006, by which time 
there had only been minor improvements since March 2006. While the root causes of the pastoral crisis remain, the heavy rains this 
season will recharge water sources, allow pastures to regenerate, and allow the first minor season crop for agropastoralists in the last 
few years. In turn this will lead to improved livestock conditions and productivity, which will strengthen the food security of pastoral 
populations. Figure 2 illustrates FEWS NET’s outlook, as of September, for food security conditions across the region (to March 
2007), based on a projection of good October to December rains. Given the current performance of the season, this scenario is now 
much more likely to occur. While the food security situation in the region would improve, most of areas faced with extreme food 
insecurity this year would continue to face a livelihood crisis and high levels of food insecurity for at least the first half of 2007, and 
will thus continue to need significant levels of assistance, especially focusing on supporting the recovery process.  
 
However, the heavy October rains caused severe flooding along the Shabelle River in southern Ethiopia as well as localized areas of 
Somalia and Kenya. These floods have already caused significant loss of life and destruction of property, including further livestock 
losses and a delay in the crop growing season. This will negatively affect food security in areas already suffering from high levels of 
food insecurity. According to the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Climate Prediction and Applications Cen-
tre (ICPAC) and other climate scientists, a high risk of more flooding remains, given the current global climate regime, including the 
presence of a mild El Niño. An urgent response to recent floods and preparations for additional flooding are essential, particularly 
along river basins in southern Somalia, southeastern Ethiopia, northeastern Kenya and along coastal areas of Kenya and southern 
Somalia. 

For more information, please visit www.fews.net 

Figure 1:  Estimated food security conditions as of September 2006 Figure 2:  Projected food security conditions through March, following 
normal to above normal rains between October and December 2006 

 


