
WASH Cluster Ukraine Alert Bulletin 

WASH Cluster Coordinator 

Mark Buttle 
washcluster.ukraine@gmail.com  
 

WASH Cluster IMOs: 

Volodymyr Kalinin 
vkalinin@unicef.org   
 

Stas Dymkovskyy 
sdymkovskyy@unicef.org   

WASH Alerts since 2017  

Water shortages  70  

Water quality issue  4  

Sewage issues  6 

Environmental damage  3 

Electricity cut off:  31 

Stoppages in operation  43 

Water infrastructure 40 

Issue with heating 31 

Issue 901 May - 31  June 2017 
INCIDENT ANALYSIS. JANUARY-JUNE  2017 

 

Overall the number of incidents increased from the second half of 2016 when 51 incidents were recorded, to 78 inci-
dents in total from January to June 2017. 

In the first half of 2017 the total number of incidents involving water and wastewater facilities peaked in March, howev-
er while there were more incidents in Q1 than Q2 (47 incidents from January to March compared to 31 from April to 
June) the severity of incidents significantly increased. In Q1 the average incident caused water to be stopped to 123,000 
people, but in Q2 the average incident caused a 24 hour stoppage to 287,000 people. Most significantly in June the 1st 
Lift Pumping Station of the south Donbass water pipeline was stopped for 10 days in total, cutting off around 400,000 
people for the entire 10 days, 
at the same time risking water 
supplies to 1.1 million people in 
Donetsk city and around half a 
million people in Mariupol. 
Conversely, in April there were 
relatively few incidents. 

In Q2 74.2 % of all incidents 
were due to water infrastruc-
ture damage and 22.5 % due to 
electricity cuts, compared to 
36.1 % and 51.1% for Q1. This 
shows that in the second quar-
ter water infrastructure itself 
was much more affected than 
in Q1, when damaged power 
lines were a greater problem. 

The situation with water supply 
to Luhansk NGCA remains critical: Petrovsky Pumping Station (located in Nyzhneteple, Luhansk GCA) is still switched off 
since 6th March because of debts owed by Popsnyansky Vodakanal (PVK)  to the Luhansk Energy company (LEO). Mean-
while on 4th May, the Western Filter Station (Karbonit system), which normally supplied water to Pervomaisk, Sta-
khanov, Brianka, Kirovsk, etc. (in Luhansk NGCA) via settlements on the GCA side (Popasna, Zolote, and Hirske) stopped 
water suppling 180,000 (of almost 450,000 people served by the Karbonit system in NGCA areas) due to a broken air 
valve near Zolote (Luhansk GCA).  In addition, a borehole pump was broken for three days at Krasnolymanska borehole,  
which knocked out one of the reserve water sources for NGCA areas served by the Karbonit system.  

In May LEO also cut off pumping stations of Lysychansk Vodokanal affecting 30 000 people, again due to the debts for 
the electricity and more recently (July 2017) even power from Shastia power station was cut, highlighting that all utilities 
in Donetsk and Luhansk oblast are currently at risk due to the crisis. 

WASH Incidents 

(Jan-June 2017) 

 Donetska oblast – 67;  

 Luhanska oblast – 11; 
 

 NGCA – 57; 

 GCA – 21; 
 

Issues to highlight 

 The risk of damage through 
shelling and access to areas 
for repairs continue to be 
key issues. 

 

 Decrepit water systems are 
still a feature and municipal 
services and industry are 
interdependent (electricity 
and water) 

THE LIST OF OUTSTANDING WATER INCIDENTS, STILL NEEDING ACTION  

The WASH Cluster continues to monitor problems that have not been resolved for some time. For example: 

 The second branch of the South Donbas waterway (d=1400 mm) near the first lifting station (near Avdiivka) still has 
huge leakage (more than 1,000 m3/hour) and it was switched off since 1st February. That leaves all of Mariupol, 
Pokrovsk, Volnavakha, Dokuchaievsk and some of Donetsk city (1,1 million people in total) at permanent risk of 
water cut off, should the second, parallel pipe be damaged; 

 There is still huge leakage on the water pipeline (d=900 mm) for Toretzk city from Horlivka (at least 30% of the 
water pumped to the city); 

 The pumping station in Olenivka (in Donetsk NGCA) was stopped since April 2016 due to damages. As a result, five 
villages are without water (4,500 people in total); 

 The pumping station in Zaitsevo has not worked since August 2015; 

 Petrovska Pumping station (Luhansk GCA) is stopped since 6 of March; 

 The sewage pipeline for Mariinka, crossing the LoC remains damaged since xxx date 

As well as cuts in supply, and obvious risks of water-related diseases, delays in solving  issues, especially the larger water 
leaks, have environmental consequences, such as the flooding of coal mines and ground subsidence, meanwhile sewage 
is released into the environment whenever sewers are broken or power lines to wastewater treatment plants are cut. 

SWISS DELIVERY OF WASH MATERIALS  

In May, SDC succeeded to deliver a range of water disinfection chemicals and other items to Voda Donbasa. This will 
have a significant effect of water quality in the crisis affected area and compliments work by UNICEF and ICRC. 
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