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CAR: The growing violence in the Central African 
Republic is the concern of the UN and African 
Union (AU) . The government in Bangui an-
nounced that at least 15 rebels and three sol-
diers have died in the clashes last week in the 
north-western regions**. 

Chad: Continued security concerns in eastern 
Chad; there is an upsurge of attacks on hu-
manitarian worker’s residences, robberies and 
car hijacking reported during the last weeks. 
Meningitis outbreak: 2 suspected cases without 
death were reported in week 24 in eastern 
Chad. From week 1 to 24 of 2009, a total of 56 
suspected cases with 4 deaths (CFR: 7.14%) 
have been reported in the 8 districts of eastern 
Chad. There is no district that has reached the 
alert or epidemic thresholds. Measles, 19 sus-
pected cases were reported in eastern Chad in 
week 24 bringing the cumulative total to 1,054 
cases with 4 deaths from week 1 to 24*. 

DRC: Rebel activity in parts of eastern and north-
eastern DRC has forced the postponement of 
secondary school leaving exams for hundreds of 
children. The northeast region has been hit by 
a spate of attacks against civilians by the Ugan-
dan rebel LRA since late 2008. Hundreds of 
people have died and thousands been dis-
placed. In North Kivu Province, the situation is 
similar especially in Masisi and Walikale terri-
tories due to the activities of FDLR rebels**. 
Suspect Hemorrhagic Fever cases notified be-
tween week 23 and 24 in Boma and Boma-
Bungu health zones (Bas Congo), 13 cases with 
5 deaths (CFR:38.4%). During the same period 
in Djolu health zone (Equateur), 6 cases with 5 
deaths of suspects hemorrhagic fever were also 
notified*. WHO is supporting the MoH investiga-
tion teams and samples have been collected 
for the laboratory confirmation  as well as 
supporting the reinforcement of the surveil-
lance system is also ongoing.  

Ethiopia: Poor performance of the February – 
March rains is expected to cause poor harvest. 

Failure of crops is more critical in some 
districts of Hararghe and Tigray. This, cou-
pled wit failure of root crops in parts of 
SNNPR, has led to a deteriorating food 
security situation. In the Somali Region, 
especially the southern districts, the early 
onset of the dry season following poor per-
formance of the rains have resulted in 
serious water and pasture shortages with 
unusual livestock migration and animal 
deaths being reported. Acute Watery Diar-
rhoea: reports from Oromia, SNNPR, Afar 
and Harari indicated that infection is 
spreading to new districts. Influenza A 
H1N1, this week 2 confirmed cases have 
been reported by the Ministry of Health*. 
WHO continues to support the FMOH’s pre-
paredness and response planning.   

Kenya: Ongoing cholera outbreak in 27 dis-
tricts: No update received this week.  

Niger: Political tension remains in the country 
following the dissolution of the parliament 
and call for new election. Malnutrition 
cases are still increasing; in week 24 of 
2009, a total of 1,959 and 984 cases of 
severe malnutrition were reported making 
a cumulative total of 70,808 cases with 186 
deaths from week 1 to 24 in 2009*. The 
meningitis cases are still decreasing. In 
week 24, a total of 6 new cases without 
deaths were reported. The total number of 
cases is now 12,963 12,617 with 521 deaths 
(CFR: 4.0%) since January 1st, 2009. There 
is no district in alert or epidemic phase*.  

Nigeria: Insecurity in the Delta: the MEND, 
announced on the 22nd of June 2009 that 
they would be carrying their campaign of 
sabotage against oil-stations outside the 
borders of Nigeria, as well as spreading the 
‘hurricane’ of anti-oil firm attacks beyond 
the Delta region**.  Meningitis outbreak: No 
update received.  

Zimbabwe: Cholera: although there is a de-
cline in the number of reported cases, 
there seems to be a serious increase in 
Chimanimani district in Manicaland Prov-
ince. A rapid assessment done showed that 
53 suspect cholera cases with 8 deaths have 
been notified in Chimanimani over the past 
4 to six weeks. In all the provinces the 
decline continues. A total of 98,557 cases 
and 4,282 deaths (CFR: 4.3%) have been 
reported as of 23rd June 2009*. 

Pandemic Inf A H1N1phase in the WHO Afri-
can Region: Since June 18th, 10 cases have 
been confirmed in the African Region. No 
death reported so far. The countries af-
fected with cases are Algeria (2), Ethiopia 
(2), South Africa (1), Cape Verde (3), Côte 
d’Ivoire (2). Effort to strengthen surveil-
lance is ongoing. 

Angola: Continued spread of the cholera out-
break, as of June 14th 2009 a total of 1,075 
cholera cases and 25 deaths (CFR: 2.32%) were 
reported nation wide*. In the province of 
Bengo, a high number of diarrhoeal diseases 
cases were reported this week; WHO is sup-
porting to assess the situation. 

Burkina Faso: Meningitis, from week 1 to 24 in 
2009, a total of 3,996 suspect cases with 508 
deaths (CFR: 12.71%) have been reported. 
There is no district in epidemic or alert phase*.  

Congo:   We are monitoring the situation ahead 
of the July presidential election.  

Madagascar: Political situation is calm but peace 
talks have been suspended on 16th June by the 
International Contact Group**. Three cases of 
chikungunya diagnosed in Toamasina in June 
following four cases in May by the Pasteur 
Institute of Madagascar*. WHO is supporting 
the MoH for an in-depth investigation. 

The Pandemic Inf A H1N1phase has been raised to 6 by WHO on the 11th of June 2009. Since 
June 18th 2009, a total of ten cases have been confirmed in five countries of African Region 
(Algeria, Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, South Africa). Effort to strengthen surveillance is 
ongoing.  The Cholera outbreak in Zimbabwe is under control with areas of increased cases 
being investigated. Other outbreaks of diseases notably meningitis in the meningitis belt is 
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Completeness
%

1. Algeria 25 12 48

2. Angola 25 25 100

3. Burundi 25 17 68

4. CAR 25 18 72

5. Chad 25 25 100

6. Congo 25 12 48

7. Cote d’Ivoire 25 17 68

8. DRC 25 25 100

9. Eritrea 25 13 52

10. Ethiopia 25 25 100

11. Guinea 25 25 100

12. Kenya 25 20 80

13. Liberia 25 20 80

14. Madagascar 25 22 88

15. Mozambique 25 25 100

16. Niger 25 24 96

17. Uganda 25 23 92

18. Zimbabwe 25 10 40
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Meningitis outbreak in Burkina Faso: Compara-
tive trend from 2006 to 2009 
Source: WHO Burkina Faso 


