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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Despite a yellow rust outbreak, 2010 winter cereal crop 
production was at good level. 

 Lower cereal import requirements forecast in 2010/11 
(July/June). 

 High food inflation rate from mid-2010 

Late onset of rainy season delay planting of 2011 
winter crops 

Planting of the 2011 winter cereal crops, to be harvested from 
May/June, has been recently completed. Seasonal rains started late at 
the beginning of December with negative impact on crop establishment. 
 
Despite some losses due to a yellow rust infestation that especially 
affected yields of soft wheat varieties in north-eastern province of al-
Hassakeh, aggregate cereal production in 2010 is estimated at good 
level of 4.75 million tonnes, similar to the 2009 output and about 4 
percent above last five years average. 

Cereal import requirements expected to decline in 
2010/11, but would still be above average 
Cereal import requirements - mainly wheat for food use and maize and 
barley for feed use – in marketing year 2010/11 (July/June) are forecast 
at about 4.1 million tonnes. At this level, imports are above average, but 
lower than previous year when they were relatively high to replenish 
stocks that were depleted after the drought-affected 2008/09 winter 
season. Imports of rice are forecast at high 330 000 tonnes, similar to 
last two years, partly in response to the additional demand from over 
one million Iraqi refugees in the country. 

High food inflation rate in last semester of 2010 

According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, annual consumer price 
inflation rose at 6.9 percent in 2010, compared to 3 percent in 2009. 
The main reason for this inflationary surge is a sharp increase in the 
food and beverage price index that rose by 16.3 percent during the 
second semester of 2010. In this period, prices of vegetables and 
legumes increased by almost 80 percent, substantially more than the 
normal seasonal increase of 35-45 percent. In December 2010, prices 
of bread and cereals were well below record levels of mid-2008, but 
have shown a steady rising trend in last 6-7 months following the 
increase of wheat prices on international markets. 
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