
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 On 12 July, the Hizbollah kidnapped two Israeli soldiers. 
The Israeli Army retaliated with a major military operation 
lasting 34 days. 

 According to the UN, 1187 Lebanese and 161 Israeli 
civilians were killed in the conflict. 15'000 homes were 
destroyed, 80 bridges and 94 roads were hit and largely 
destroyed. 

 Many schools were used by displaced persons as 
emergency accommodation and now have to be 
rehabilitated. 

 The Lebanese government estimates damage to 
infrastructure at 3.6 billion USD 

 According to UN estimates, more than 800,000 people were 
forced to flee. Most of them have now returned to their badly 
damaged villages and residential districts. 

 The Lebanese government says that the bombing of a 
power station released up to 15,000 tons of oil into the 
Mediterranean and polluted the coastline.  

 Access to the regions south of the Litani River is still 
dangerous because up to 30% of the ordnance that landed 
there is still live. Approximately 100'000 people live in this 
area. 

 250,000 Palestinian refugees are scattered throughout 
Lebanon, most of them in camps. Some of these refugee 
camps were also bombed. 

 On 11 August, the UN Security Council adopted UN 
Resolution 1701. 

 A ceasefire has been in effect since 14 August. 
 On 31 August, donor countries and international 

organizations met in Stockholm to coordinate humanitarian 
aid in Lebanon. 

 On 6 September, the Federal Council granted a 
supplementary credit of 20 million CHF for humanitarian aid 
in Lebanon and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 
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Lebanon Conflict 
July – August 2006
 

Since mid-July, Swiss Government Humanitarian Aid 
(SHA) has been deploying a team of experts in Beirut to 
provide emergency and survival assistance to civilians 
affected by the war. Many people are still experiencing 
severe hardship, even after the 14 August ceasefire. 

SDC Humanitarian Aid  

 SHA built accommodation in the Beirut area for 1000 
internally displaced persons (IDPs).  

 Prior to the ceasefire, SHA made two daily delivery runs 
to the Chouf Mountains region with aid materials for 
7000 families.  

 800 kg of medicines were given to the Lebanese 
Ministry of Health for distribution. 

 Seven tons of aid materials were delivered to the 
"Premiere Urgence" relief agency for distribution. 

 The ICRC received four million CHF for its programmes.
 SHA has a network of partners in Lebanon: it 

cooperates with UN organizations, the ICRC, local 
authorities and relief organizations. 

 Assistance is tailored to the needs of the weakest, with 
the main focus on women, children and adolescents. 

 An SHA expert worked with the UN on clarifying the 
environmental damage caused by the conflict. 

 The secondment of further specialists to UN 
organizations is being looked into (environmental issues 
and aid monitoring). 

 Under SDC direction, a mission will investigate the use 
of temporary bridges and health-service containers, as 
well as de-mining support. 
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                        Overview of emergency and survival assistance  
 Supplementary credit authorized by the Federal Council on 6.9.2006 

 
 

Partner Lebanon 

 CHF mill. Projects/measures Modalities 

ICRC  4 Emergency programme, reconstruction water supply; aid 
materials; reuniting of families 

Financial contribution 

UNRWA 2 Distribution of food; medical services; accommodation, 
psycho-social assistance 

Financial contribution; expertise 
provided by SHA staff (secondments) 

OCHA 0.3 Coordination between international community players 
and NGOs; ensuring the fair, just distribution of aid 
materials (aid monitoring) 

Expertise and advice from SHA staff 
(secondments)  

UNEP/OCHA 0.2 In addition to that mentioned above, expertise in 
strategically vital positions, as necessary  

Expertise from SHA staff 
(secondments e.g. UNEP/OCHA) 

Relief agencies and 
authorities in the 
countries concerned  

1 Supplies of aid materials; support for Palestinian 
refugees; psycho-social assistance for traumatized 
children, extra-curricular leisure activities, support for 
Lebanon's National Early Recovery Process 

Financing of Swiss and local NGOs; 
coordination, monitoring and 
supervision by SDC Beirut and 
Amman, discussions with the 
appropriate Ministries (e.g. Health 
and Education Ministries) and 
coordination with local authorities on 
the implementation of direct action 
(see below) 

Bilateral: direct SHA 
action (incl. further 
organizations) 

3.8 Medical supplies, consignments of aid materials, 
rehabilitation of schools after their use by displaced 
persons, cash projects (e.g. winter-proof accommodation)  

Direct, through SHA staff and in 
cooperation with NGOs, coordination 
with the appropriate authorities  
 

Cooperation with 
the DDPS 

3.2  Transport/logistics; insertion of bridge materials, supply of 
health-service containers, mine awareness and 
assistance to victims 

Modalities yet to be determined; 
subsidiary DDPS mission  

TOTAL in CHF 14.5   
 

Partner Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) 

 CHF mill. Projects/measures Modalities 

ICRC  1 Emergency programme in progress, reuniting of families, 
ensuring compliance with international humanitarian law 

Financial contribution 

WFP 1 Procurement, supply and distribution of food, transport 
and logistics 

Financial contribution 
 

UNRWA 2 In line with the existing emergency assistance 
programme (food, health services, accommodation) for 
Palestinian refugees  

Financial contribution 
Coordination and dialogue with other 
donors  

Authorities in the 
countries 
concerned, and/or 
direct action  

1.5 Programme of emergency medical assistance in 
cooperation with Health Ministry (medical supplies)  

Monitoring and supervision CoOf 
Gaza/West Bank; direct payments to 
suppliers   

TOTAL in CHF 5.5   
 

Supplementary 
credit 
TOTAL in CHF 

20   

 


