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Key Overall Developments 
 
Impending Drought Situation 
 
The harsh dry season continues to affected many parts of Somalia, including Somaliland and Puntland.  
According to media reports, the impending drought situation has already had severe impact on the lives of 
people and livestock, particularly in Hobyo District, Mudug Region.  
 
According to field reports, humanitarian conditions in Bay, Bakool and Gedo regions also continue to deteriorate 
and predictions are that the situation will worsen without humanitarian interventions. People have already 
started migrating out of affected areas, especially Bay region, and moved into Mogadishu, particularly into areas 
controlled by the Transitional Federal Government of Somalia, to access cereals at cheaper prices. Cereal 
prices are better in the TFG-controlled areas as compared to opposition-controlled areas. 
 
In the Juba regions, pastoralists are reportedly facing difficulties in finding pasture for their livestock. 
Pastoralists from other regions including Gedo and the neighbouring Kenya have moved into the region in 
search of water and pasture – complicating the already stressful situation. An Increased number of beggars is 
also reported on the streets of urban centres of the Juba Regions. 
 
Reactions to Impending Drought Crisis 
 
On 25 December, the Somaliland National Environment Research and Disaster Preparedness (NERAD) issued 
a press release announcing severe drought and water shortages in Somaliland. NERAD said that Sool, Sanaag 
and Togdheer are the main regions of concern. Somaliland authorities have appealed to the UN and the 
international community to assist those affected by the drought in these regions. 
 
In Bay region, Al Shabaab Administration has established a drought response committee composed of business 
people, elders and some national NGOs in Baidoa. The committee has already started conducting drought 
assessments in Burhakaba and moved to Dinsor district on 30 December. Preliminary reports by the committee 
indicate that water is the main problem in Burhakaba, which currently relies on commercial water trucking. The 
majority of urban poor have no capacity to purchase water.  
 
In the Middle Juba Region, Al Shabaab Administration has appealed to the local traders in the town of Bu’ale to 
assist the drought affected people in the region. There are no drought response committees set up for region, 
so far. 
 
Response Plans 
 
Response and coordination plans to the impending drought are progressing. The WASH Cluster is in the 
process of prioritizing drought response proposals that have been received.  The WASH Cluster Review 
Committee (CRC) is meeting next week to review proposals received and provide recommendation to OCHA. 
Agriculture and Livelihoods Cluster held a meeting with the CRC on 29 December and recommended 16 
proposals to OCHA for review. The proposals are expected to cover drought affected communities in Hiraan, 
Galgaduud, Mudug, Bakool, Lower and Middle Shabelle, Lower Juba, Gedo, Sool and Sanaag regions. 

 
Given the ongoing dry spell in Somalia and in line with widespread fears of drought by the international 
community, WFP has prepared a contingency plan that estimates an additional case load of 160,000 people, on 
top of the current planned caseload of 1.2 million people targeted by WFP in accessible areas of Somalia who 
are in need of emergency food assistance from January to June 2011. WFP urgently requires additional funding 
of $17.7 million for a total of 17,900 metric tons of mixed commodities to ensure that food is procured and 
delivered on a timely basis.  
 
 
Conflict and Displacement  
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Sporadic fighting has been going on in various parts of Mogadishu during the reporting period. At least 15 
people were killed and more than 100 others were wounded in indiscriminate shelling and gun battles between 
the Transitional Federal Government supported by the African Union troops and insurgents in Mogadishu during 
the reporting period. The majority of the victims are civilians.  

 
Response  
 
Food Assistance  
 

• On 13 and 14 December, WFP Somalia, with the financial and logistical support of the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and in collaboration with UNICEF and WHO, 
organized a high level Somali Nutrition Strategy Task Force meeting in Djibouti. The meeting was 
attended by ministers of health of the Transitional Federal Government of Somalia and the Puntland 
Administration as well as other representatives of the health and planning authorities of Somalia. The 
meeting was aimed at finalizing and endorsing the Somali Nutrition Strategy for 2011-2013. The Somali 
Nutrition Strategy was endorsed following the two-day discussion. It is expected that the strategy will 
provide a guiding framework for health interventions in Somalia, improving the coherence between 
various interventions and the cooperation amongst the various stakeholders working to improve the 
nutritional status of the Somali population. A similar event will be organized in Hargeysa in February 
2011 for Somaliland authorities.   

 
• During the reporting week, WFP delivered 3,015 MT of food commodities to 275,069 beneficiaries 

through food for assets, food for work, school feeding, general food distributions, wet feeding, 
institutional feeding and nutrition programmes. Some 56 percent of the beneficiaries reached were from 
central regions and 22 percent from Puntland, 12 percent from Somaliland and nine percent from 
Mogadishu and Afgooye. 

 
Health 
 
A polio campaign implemented jointly by UNICEF and WHO started on 27 December 2010  in Bay Region and 
is expected to take place in all districts of the region. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact: For further information in English and Somali contact: Abdi Yussuf Noor on +254 734 210 103 – 
nooryussuf@un.org
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