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Situation overview: 

• The short rain season has just ended. The average amount of rainfall collected 
was 38 mm for 4 days. The hinterland received the highest amounts of rainfall 
where the Marginal Mixed Farming and Ranching LZs are to be found. 

• A number of farmers have short rain season crop planted but the performance is 
poor due the erratic rains. With most farms indicating an eminent crop failure. 

• Distances to water sources were reduced by 55% and 40% for livestock and 
human beings respectively.  

• There was improved forage, browse and pasture for livestock this month which 
led to their improved body condition. This made them fetch high prices at the retail 
markets thereby increasing the purchasing power of households. 

• Casual labour was the main source of income this month followed by the sale of 
charcoal. The demand for casual labour shot up mainly because of the on-farm 
activities in preparation for the short rain season. The average daily wage rate 
increased by 32% from Kshs 112 in November to Kshs 147.9 in December.  

• Generally there was a decline in the sale of charcoal in the district although it still 
is a major source of income for households in the Marginal Mixed Farming and 
Ranching LZs. 
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• The cereal-legume prices decreased this month mainly because many 
households had food stocks in store following the harvesting of the long rain 
season crop. There was therefore readily available food this month.  

• Livestock sales shot up this month mainly due to the Christmas festivities which 
also increased the household’s purchasing power.  

• Milk production increased mainly in the ranching and Marginal livelihoods 
however on the overall there was a general decline in consumption at HH level. 
As is reflected by the increase in the percentage of children at risk in the district.  

• Putting all the above into consideration, the food security situation in the district is 
stable and the trend remains normal. 
 

Recommendations to District authorities/national KFSSG. 

• Alternative sources of income should be sought for HHs in the Marginal Mixed 
Farming, Food cropping and Ranching LZs so that they stop relying on the sale 
of charcoal as a source of income.  

• Dry land farming methods should be promoted such as bee-keeping and small 
scale irrigation. 

• There is need for farmers to be trained on rain water harvesting techniques to 
reduce the suffering they experience during dry spells.  

• The promotion of small scale water harvesting structures in the Marginal and 
Ranching zones of the District should be should be sustained.  

  
Current interventions 
Several bodies are involved in the issue of food security in the district. Some 
interventions include:- 

• KARI was using foliar feed on cashew nuts in Kauma in the Dzunguni FFS. It’s 
also involved in cassava trials and bulking in Chasimba location in Chonyi 
division and Tsangatsini location in Kaloleni.  

• ALRMP in collaboration with World Vision were involved in the promotion of Zai 
pits farming in Bamba and Vitengeni division. 

• ALRMP in collaboration with the Ministry of livestock trained five farmer groups 
each in Bee Keeping and meat goat upgrading in the marginal divisions of 
District. 

• Three Common Interest Groups were trained by Vet department with ALRMP on 
disease surveillance and disease monitoring groups formed in three Divisions 

• COBA was involved in the excavation of water pans and cassava bulking in 
Ganze, Vitengeni and Chonyi division. 

• CDA is involved in the expansion of FFS in Sokoke, Vitengeni and Mwahera 
locations in Vitengeni division.  

• Plan is involved in building the capacity of FFS and also supplying farm inputs in 
Sokoke and Vitengeni locations in Vitengeni division. 

• AROCHA KENYA is involved in the promotion of tree planting as an asset. 

• KARI Mtwapa is involved in cassava varietal trials and is monitoring their growth 
in Bandari location of Bamba. 
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• CRSP ‘Sombeza’ is involved in vegetable promotion, agro-forestry and cassava 
bulking in Mitangani location in Bamba division and in Tsangatsini in Kaloleni. 

 
DSG meeting and recommendations. 
 

• Close monitoring of the current weather impact on the short season crop should 
be sustained. 

• The current trend of deteriorating MUAC status should be assessed and 
remedies sought to contain its impact. 

• Primary school enrolment and retention levels should be analyzed to assess the 
impact of the current prevailing drought. 

• All stakeholders involved in food security in the District update their mitigation 
strategies in dealing with drought should the current trend shift from bad to 
worse. 

 
1. Stability 
 
1.1 Rainfall. 

Average Rainfall Vs Long term Average 00-05 for for December 

2007 in Kilifi District
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The average rainfall this month was 38 mm compared to 69 mm in the month of 
November. This decrease was expected as the short rain season was expected to 
come to an end. The rainfall was characterized by heavy down pours in the 
hinterland with the areas along the shore line experiencing a substantial amount of 
rainfall too. The amount was slightly above the amount expected in a normal year by 
negligible amounts. The highest amount was recorded in the Marginal mixed farming 
and Ranching LZs. This is likely to boost the crop yields in the said LZs especially 
because they rely quite heavily on the short rain season. The Food cropping and 
Cash Cropping LZs received lower amounts especially areas along the shore line. 
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1.2. Natural Vegetation and Pasture condition. 
 
1.2.1 Quality. 
The quality of pasture, forage and browse improved this month mainly because of 
the increased moisture as a result of the short rains. Areas in the Marginal 
agriculture and Ranching LZs which had received high amounts of rainfall also had 
the best quality. The quality is likely to be retained for the next one or two months 
but will deteriorate if a prolonged absence of moisture is experienced. 
 
1.2.2 Quantity. 
The quantity of pasture, browse and forage increased considerably compared to last 
month as a result of the recently concluded short rains. The Ranching and Marginal 
agriculture LZs which had received the highest amount of rainfall also had the 
largest quantity. The amounts are likely to suffice for the next 2 or 3 months. 
However, the situation is subject to the moisture content in the soil. If a good number 
of wet days are experienced, then these amounts will last longer, but the reverse is 
also true.  
 
 
1.2.3 Distance to grazing areas. 
The distances to grazing areas generally decreased further this month by 55% from 
6.0 km in November to 2.7 km in December. This change was occasioned by the 
relative increase in moisture content as a result of the just concluded short rains 
which resulted in increased availability of pasture, forage and browse. This meant 
that livestock had shorter distances to walk in order to access forage. This is normal 
at this time of the year as a result of increased pasture availability. Distances to 
grazing areas were 0.5 km in the Marginal agriculture, while the distances in the 
Ranching, Food cropping and Cash cropping and Dairy livelihood zones were 4.6 
km, 1.5 km and 2.1 km respectively. Distances in the Cash cropping and dairy LZ 
increased marginally compared to the previous month due to the unevenly 
distributed rainfall especially along the shoreline. Those in all other LZs decreased 
substantially, the biggest decrease being felt in the Marginal agriculture and the 
Ranching LZs. This difference is mainly because the LZs found in the hinterland, 
namely the Ranching and Marginal mixed farming usually have a good short rain 
season and consequently abundant forage for livestock. 
 
 
1.3 Water sources and availability. 
 
1.3.1 Water sources. 
Water pans, dams, boreholes and natural ponds were the main source of water for 
the district this month. The volumes held by these sources increased considerably 
after the short rain season and are likely to be sufficient for the district for one or two 
months. The Ranching, Marginal Mixed Farming and Food Cropping LZs presently 
have somewhat sufficient water though the situation is still wanting. However, the 
situation is likely to reverse if a dry spell is experienced. 
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1.3.2 Household access to water 
Households’ access distance to water decreased further this month compared to the 
previous month by 40% from 1.4 km in November to 1.0 km in December. This was 
because many sources of water received increased volumes of water as a result of 
the just ended short rains. Distances to water by household members were 1.4 km 
and 0.9 km in the Cash cropping and Dairy and the Ranching LZs respectively. The 
Food cropping and Marginal Mixed Farming LZs each posted 1.0 km. There was a 
marked decrease in the distances to water sources by household members in the 
Ranching and Marginal Mixed Farming LZs which rely heavily on the short rains 
season. This was a good sign because these LZs were no longer in the red in as far 
as the availability of water was concerned.  
 
1.4. Implication on food security. 
The short rain season brought with it improved quality and quantity of pasture, 
forage and browse. It also resulted in the improved access of water for both livestock 
and human beings and increased volumes of water in the main sources of water in 
the district. The short rains crop performance is however poor due to erratic rains 
and possibility of crop failure is rather eminent unless there is a drastic change in the 
current weather conditions. Although the food security situation is relatively stable, 
HHs that rely of marginal agriculture are therefore likely to suffer food insecurity in 
the coming months as opposed to those that rely on livestock production.    
 
2   Availability. 
 
2.1 Livestock production. 
 
2.1.1. Livestock body condition. 
This month the livestock body condition improved considerably in all LZs due to the 
improved pasture and browse. This was mainly due to the good short rain season 
that was experienced in the district. The situation is expected in a normal year when 
the rainy season is timely and comes in sufficient amounts.  
 
2.1.2 Livestock diseases. 
No livestock diseases were reported in the month under review. 
 
2.1.3 Milk production. 
Milk production increased exceptionally this month from 4.5 750-ml bottles in the 
month of November to 12.5 750-ml bottles this month. This may be largely due to 
the heavy short rains in the district and the consequent improved pasture, browse 
and forage for the livestock. Production was highest in the Ranching LZ at an 
average of 15 750-ml bottles. The Cash cropping and Dairy and Food cropping LZs 
had 3.0 and 1.0 750-ml bottles respectively.  
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2.2 Crop production. 
 
2.2.1. Timeliness and status of Crops. 
Most of the long rain season crop has already been harvested. Vegetables, fruits, 
pulses, cassava, sweet potatoes, cowpeas and green grams are readily available 
both in food stores and in the retail markets. Planting has begun for the short rain 
season crop.  
 
2.2.2. Pests and diseases. 
There were no major pests or diseases during the month under review. 
 
2.2.3. Crop Harvests. 
Most sources of carbohydrates have been harvested which include cassava, maize, 
sorghum and sweet potatoes. Pulses, vegetables, fruits and legumes are also being 
harvested and are available in the retail markets. Food stores have sufficient food 
stores likely to last 2 to 3 months before depletion. 
 
2.3 Implication on food security. 
The livestock body condition is good in all LZs and the food stores have enough food 
likely to last 2 or 3 months. Milk production has also shot up, further reinforcing the 
food security in the district. Therefore, this month the situation has improved in as far 
as food security is concerned. The prevailing positive trend will continue if all the 
above factors remain constant. However, a negative change in one or more of the 
same will result in an equally negative effect on food security in the District.  
 
3. Access. 
 
3.1 Livestock marketing. 
 
3.1.1 Cattle prices. 
Cattle sales were mainly in the Ranching LZ only and posted an average price of 
Kshs 7500.  
 
3.1.2 Sheep prices. 
The sale of sheep was mainly in a few areas of the Ranching LZ at an average price 
of Kshs 850. 
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3.1.3 Goat prices. 

Average Goat prices versus reference yr 06 for December 07 in 

Kilifi district 
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The average price for a medium-sized 3-year old goat shot up 16% from Kshs 1267 
in November to Kshs 1474 in December. This may be attributed to the festivities of 
the Christmas holidays. Another reason is because of the good body condition of the 
livestock in the district as a result of improved availability of pasture and forage. The 
livestock therefore fetched good prices even at household level. The Cash cropping 
and Dairy LZ posted the highest prices at Kshs 2700 and the lowest were to be 
found in the Ranching LZ at Kshs 1233. The average price was higher than 
expected in a normal year by 38%. 
 
3.2 Livestock sales. 
There was a general increase in livestock sales in all LZs compared to last month. 
The sales of cattle and goats increased by 41% and 8% respectively. This increase 
may generally be attributed to the festivities of the Christmas season just as had 
been predicted last month.  
 
3.3 Milk consumption. 
There was an average decrease of 32% in milk consumption at household level this 
month compared to last month. Consumption was highest in the Cash cropping and 
Dairy LZ while the least consumption was in the Food Cropping LZ. 
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3.4 Grain Marketing 
 
3.4.1 Market price of maize 

Average Maize prices vs long term average 00- 05 for December in 

Kilifi district
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An average bag of a 90-kilogram posted a price of Kshs 1648 this month, a slight 
decrease of 8% in the price compared to last month’s Kshs 1788. Most households 
had just harvested their long rain season crop and had food in store thus depressing 
demand for external purchases. A bag of maize had the highest prices in the Food 
cropping LZ at Kshs 2100 and the lowest prices were in the Cash cropping and 
Dairy LZ at Kshs 1463. Just as it was last month, crop yields in the Food cropping 
LZ were not very good therefore the supply was way below the demand hence the 
high prices. This situation is likely to worsen because this LZ experienced a poor 
short rain season. The long rains favoured the Cash cropping and Dairy LZ so the 
crop yields were quite good making the supply to exceed the demand hence the 
considerably lower price. Compared to a normal year, the price of Kshs 1648 was 
lower. 
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3.4.2. Market price of Beans. 

Average Bean prices vs long term average for December 07 

in Kilifi district
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A 90-kilogram bag of beans was going for a price of Kshs 3669, a negligible 
decrease of 3% compared to last month’s price of Kshs 3798. Just like last month 
the decrease in prices was expected as many households are depending on 
domestic harvested stocks. Highest prices were in the Ranching LZ at Kshs 4500 
while the lowest prices were in the Cash cropping and Dairy at Kshs 2880.  
At Kshs 3669, the average price of a 90-kg bag was higher than a normal year’s 
Kshs 3471. 
 

3.5. Income. 
The two main sources of income were the sale of charcoal and casual labour. 
 
3.5.1 Casual Labour. 
Casual labour remained the main and most reliable source of income for the majority 
of HHs in the district in the month of December. It also showed an 8% increase 
across all LZs compared to last month. This is mainly because preparations for the 
short rains on which most LZs in the district depended on were underway. It was the 
most reliable in the Food cropping LZ and the least reliable in the Cash cropping and 
Dairy LZ. The average daily wage rate was Kshs 147.9 up from Kshs 112 in the 
month of November, signifying an increase of 32%. This period is a land preparation 
time for the short rain season and the demand for labour especially in the Food 
cropping and Ranching LZ was high explaining the increase. The average daily 
wage rate was highest in the Cash cropping and Dairy LZ at Kshs 131.5 and least in 
the Food cropping one at Kshs 93.7. There was a major increase in the demand for 
labour across all livelihood zones as most households were engaged in land 
preparation activities. 
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3.5.2 Sale of charcoal 
This was the second most reliable source of income in the district after casual 
labour. However it showed a slight decrease across all livelihood zones except the 
Marginal Mixed Farming LZ where most LZs still depended on it for their income. 
Furthermore, it was also a major source of income in the Food cropping and 
Ranching LZs. Owing to a huge crop failure during the long rains season, most HHs 
in the Marginal Mixed Farming, the Food cropping and Ranching LZs turned to 
charcoal burning as a coping mechanism. However, the just ended short rain season 
was quite good and most households expect a good harvest.   
 
3.5.3 Crops Sales. 
There were no records on crop sales in the month under review. 
 
3.5.4 Other income sources. 
This month other sources of income include petty trading, formal employment 
(salary) remittances and the sale of livestock. 
 
3.6 Implications on food security. 
The general food situation in the district is fairly good owing to an increase in 
livestock sales and the average daily wage rate. Cereal-legume prices have also 
decreased and so has charcoal burning in the district. This has especially been 
beneficial to the households in the Ranching, Food cropping and Marginal Mixed 
Farming LZs whose food security was threatened owing to a poor long rain season 
harvest. The situation is likely to be further reinforced if the short rain season crop 
yields are good following the on going short rains. However should the current 
erratic tend in the short rains persist then the current scenario will turn from bad to 
worse.  
 
4. UTILIZATION. 
4.1 Nutrition status. 

% No. of Children with MUAC < 135mm vs long term average 06 

for December Kilifi District.
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The MUAC average this month was 10.1%. This means that the children at risk 
increased by 15% compared to 8.8% last month. Due to the noticeably acute food 
shortage in the Marginal Mixed Farming, the Food cropping and the Ranching LZs, 
children bore the brunt of the shortage and were probably underfed leading to the 
increase. This measurement was highest where food shortage was most severe 
which was in the Food cropping LZ at 17.3%. The Ranching, Cash cropping and 
Dairy and Marginal Mixed farming LZs had 9.8%, 7.2% and 1.1% respectively. 
MUAC averages increased in the Ranching and Food cropping LZs but decreased in 
the Marginal Mixed Farming and the Cash cropping and Dairy ones. This month’s 
MUAC average was about 10% higher than a normal year’s 9.2%. 
 
4.2 Health. 
There were no cases of human diseases reported in the month under.  
 
5.1 Current Intervention Measures 
Several bodies are involved in the issue of food security in the district. Some 
interventions include:- 
 

• KARI was using foliar seed on cashew nuts in Kauma in the Dzunguni FFS. It’s 
also involved in cassava trials and bulking in Chasimba location in Chonyi 
division and Tsangatsini location in Kaloleni.  

• ALRMP in collaboration with World Vision were involved in the promotion of Zai 
pits farming in Bamba and Vitengeni division. 

• ALRMP in collaboration with the Ministry of livestock trained five farmer groups 
each in Bee Keeping and meat goat upgrading in the marginal divisions of 
District. 

• Three Common Interest Groups were trained by Vet department with ALRMP on 
disease surveillance and disease monitoring groups formed in three Divisions 

• CDA is involved in the expansion of FFS in Sokoke, Vitengeni and Mwahera 
locations in Vitengeni division.  

• Plan is involved in building the capacity of FFS and also supplying farm inputs in 
Sokoke and Vitengeni locations in Vitengeni division. 

• World Vision is involved in the digging of Zai pits in the whole of Vitengeni 
division. 

• AROCHA KENYA is involved in the promotion of tree planting as an asset. 

• KARI Mtwapa is involved in cassava varietal trials and is monitoring their growth 
in Bandari location. 

• CRSP ‘Sombeza’ is involved in vegetable promotion, agro-forestry and cassava 
bulking in Mitangani location in Bamba division and in Tsangatsini in Kaloleni. 
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5.2 Coping strategies. 
The coping strategy index increased in the month of December from 2.0% in 
November to 2.3%. The main coping strategies remained very much the same as 
the previous month, some of which included reduction in the number and size of 
meals a day, skipping food consumption for an entire day, purchase of food on 
credit, consumption of seed stock and immature crops and borrowing from friends or 
relatives. 
 
6. Recommendations. 

• Alternative sources of income should be sought for HHs in the Marginal Mixed 
Farming, Food cropping and Ranching LZs so that they stop relying on the sale 
of charcoal as a source of income.  

• Dry land farming methods should be promoted such as bee-keeping and small 
scale irrigation. 

• There is need for farmers to be trained on rain water harvesting techniques to 
reduce the suffering they experience during dry spells.  

• The promotion of small scale water harvesting structures in the Marginal and 
Ranching zones of the District should be should be sustained.  
 

 
7. Warning Phase. 
The warning phase of the district is normal and the food security trend continues to 
be relatively stable.  
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