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HIGHLIGHTS 

 As of 19 August 2008, the total number of displaced people in the Centres of Safe Shelter 
(CoSS) and other ad hoc sites has dropped to 7, 576; many in Gauteng Province have left the 
CoSS due to uncertainty. 

 The Constitutional High Court ordered humans rights and legal organizations to engage in a 
mediation process with the provincial authorities and extended the closure of the CoSS to 30 
September 2008.  

 The City and Provincial Government of Western Cape have agreed to consolidate existing 
CoSS and ad hoc sites to three main locations by 31 August 2008 and are developing a 
reintegration plan.  

 The UNCT has initiated immediate, medium and long term planning reintegration. 

 

SITUATION - NATIONAL 

Gauteng Province 

About 4,011 displaced foreign nationals 
remain in 9 sites in Gauteng Province. This 
is a decrease of 329 IDPs since last week. 
 
On 19 August, the Constitutional Court of 
South Africa deliberated over an urgent plea 
for an appeal by local human rights and 
legal organizations seeking to extend the 
closure of the CoSS beyond 15 August 
2008. The application was originally filed by 
the Consortium of Refugees and Migrants 
(CoRMSA) in South Africa and the 
University of Witwatersrand Law Clinic to 
the Pretoria High Court, which found that 
the government was under no obligation to 
continue providing shelter and services to 
the displaced. On 21 August 2008, the court 
ordered the parties to resolve their 
differences in order to ensure the 
reintegration of those entitled to remain in 
South Africa and the repatriation of those 
without legal status in the country. In the 
meantime, the court has ordered the camps 

should be closed by no later than 30  
        September 2008    
        
 

Table 1 – Location, number of sites and displaced population as of 19 Aug 2008 
 

Province 
 

Municipality Sites Population displace

  May Aug May Aug 
 
 
Gauteng 
 
 

 
Johannesburg, 
Ekurhuleni, 
West Rand, 
Sedibeng, 
Tshwane, 
Metsweding 
 

48 9 17,548 4,011 
 

 
Western 
Cape 
 

 
City of Cape 
Town, Cape 
Winelands, 
Eden, 
Overberg 

45 33 19,654 3,426 

 
Kwa-Zulu 
Natal 
 

 
Ethekwini 
(Durban) 

2 3 1,650 139 

 
TOTAL 
 

 95 45 38,762 7,578 

Source: DMCs from GP, WC and KZN and TAC (WC). 
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It is currently unclear what will happen to those individuals who applied for refugee status and had 
their applications rejected. Lawyers for Human Right (LHR) reports that those who were turned down 
were also asked to surrender their six-month temporary residence permit, which had been earlier 
issued to them by the South African authorities.  
 
Some of the displaced continue to express the desire to be assisted in repatriating to their home 
countries. 
 
Western Cape 
 
About 3,426 displaced foreign nationals in 33 sites remain in Western Cape Province. This is a 
decrease of 295 IDPs since last week and down from the 20,000 who were initially displaced in May. 
The large majority of IDPs in Metropolitan Capetown continue to reside in the five mega camps, 
whose total population remains stable. The presence of IDPs in community halls has decreased from 
704 to 413 IDPs, or about 37% over the past six weeks. 
 
For the first time since the crisis erupted, the City of Cape Town, the Department of Local 
Government and Housing, the Department of Social Development and the Department of Home 
Affairs have come to an agreement on how to support the reintegration of the displaced. They met on 
15 August and confirmed that the 37 existing sites would be consolidated into three sites; Blue 
Waters, Harmony Park and Youngsfield. All other existing sites will close on 31 August 2008. 
 
Mediators, consisting of church leaders and conflict resolution specialists will undertake assessments 
to identify suitable communities for reintegration and to support planning, with assistance from the 
UN. 
 
Access cards will be given to all IDPs who are already at the existing sites to control access and entry 
into the three sites. Municipal authorities will coordinate transportation to the new sites, while the 
Department of Social Development will ensure basic social service provision to the sites. 
 
Kwazulu Natal: 
 

 
About 139 displaced foreign 
nationals remain in three sites in 
Kwa-Zulu Natal Province. The 
population of IDPs in Albert Park has 
decreased from about 180 last week 
to 80 this week, as many move to 
other locations, in particular the 
central business district. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSE 
 
In Gauteng Province, Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR) is providing legal advice to those displaced 
who wish to appeal the rejection of the asylum application. 
 
The faith based organization Tswane Faith Forum, which consists of all churches in the Pretoria area, 
has been trying to identify placements for families of the displaced population. Other church structures 
are offering support with skills training and job opportunities to ensure that people are able to begin 
sustaining themselves and re-establish their livelihoods in the long-term.  
 
In Durban, UNHCR partner Refugees Social Services, formerly Mennonite Central Committe, is 
facilitating the reintegration of IDPs into local communities. About 120 cases have received a 
reintegration package consisting of materials to support them in reestablishing their livelihoods.  

 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPS) face an uncertain future with 
reintegration. 
Source: AP 
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INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 
 
Gauteng Province: 
Civil society organizations, in cooperation with the international humanitarian community, are 
developing a comprehensive reintegration strategy in support of the government. 
 
Concerned to address the reintegration process, the UNCT have triggered the establishment of the 
reintegration working group chaired by UNDP. The group with the support of OCHA is preparing a 
discussion framework paper, which highlights the key issues and challenges linked to immediate, 
medium and long-term reintegration and identifies possible support from the assistance community. A 
discussion was held on 21 August 2008 with civil society on how to engage government in a 
substantive dialogue. 
 
UNHCR, through its implementing partner, Jesuit Refugee Services (JRS), has assisted 291 cases 
with one-time rental subsidies of ZAR 1000 – 1500 meant to cover a three-month period. In total, 
 1, 400 applications for the rental subsidies have been received.  
 
The joint UNICEF – UNFPA report on Sexual Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) has been finalized. 
The assessment presents specific findings from each IDPs sites and is available on request at 
UNICEF or UNFPA offices in Pretoria.  
 
A UNFPA-SGBV consultant will be deployed to assist in integrating SGBV and sexual exploitation and 
abuse (SEA) issues into the reintegration process. UNFPA will also monitor the prevalence of SGBV 
and SEA in the receiving sites and provide training to local wards, and community forums to ensure 
that the IDPs, especially girls and women, are not at risk of gender-based violence or sexual 
exploitation once they are integrated in the communities. 
 
MSF continues to provide medical and mental health assistance in the sites.  
 
Western Cape: 
Oxfam UK will be providing training in Sphere and humanitarian response next week for government 
and civil society. 
 
UN Agencies in Cape Town continue to support government and to provide technical advice on 
communications, site planning and other humanitarian issues. 
 
 
GAPS 
 
There are fears that the temporary legal protection afforded to those in the CoSS whose applications 
for asylum have been rejected may now be prematurely withdrawn. 
 
There remains an urgent need for a comprehensive reintegration plan that ensures the security and 
safety of those wishing to reintegrate into local communities, as well as further assistance for those 
who wish to repatriate to their home countries. There are currently many local initiatives on 
reintegration and it is imperative that future planning should be participatory and inclusive of ongoing 
initiatives.  
 
In Cape Town, a large number of IDPs have indicated an interest in being reintegrated but lack the 
necessary funds to pay for rent. A cash transfer and / or skills training would allow a large number to 
reintegrate rapidly.  
 
Food is lacking in some sites in Gauteng Province as many service providers pulled out following the 
closure announcement of the sites. Both civil and international organizations report difficulties in 
finding funds to support the provision of food in the sites. To this end, emergency funding is being 
sought to provide remaining caseload of about 4,000 IDPs for the remainder of the time the CoSS are 
open. 
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Desk Officer (Geneva), +41 22 917 2732 
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