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Headlines 
• Inter-agency missions assess needs of expulsees between Angola and DRC, and newly arrived Central Africans 
• Return of IDPs continues in the Nord-Kivu province 
• Security situation worsens and human rights violations intensify in the Uvira territory of the Sud-Kivu province 
• The cholera outbreak in the Katanga province continues, but with a slight decrease 
 
Overall developments 
 
Protection of civilians 
• In the Nord-Kivu province, members of the national army have reportedly forced local civilians in the village of 
Burora, in the Masisi territory, to help them in the transport of their military equipment.  The civilians reportedly 
included minors as well as lactating women. 
• Night-time attacks against civilians by unidentified armed elements, and rape against women, remain widespread 
in the Uvira territory (Sud-Kivu province).  On 05 October, five women have been raped by armed men believed to be 
members of the national army, in the area of Bunyakiri.  One of the victims was killed, while the four survivors are 
being treated in a health centre supported by the NGO Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI).  It should be recalled 
that at least 5,387 cases of rape against women have been reported in the province during the first six months of 
2009.  According to an NGO concerned with human rights, 27 cases of human rights violations, especially rape, theft, 
and extortion, have been committed by elements of the 33rd brigade of the national army during the month of 
September in the Ruzizi plain of the Uvira territory.  Humanitarians continue to advocate for these acts to stop, and for 
their perpetrators to be brought to justice. 
 
Humanitarian access 
• Humanitarian actors working on the Bendera – Kalemie axis in the Katanga province have had to reduce their 
area of operation due to insecurity in the border area between the Katanga and Sud-Kivu provinces.  Insecurity in the 
area is also the cause why a group of humanitarians travelling to Uvira (Nord-Kivu) are currently blocked in Kalemie. 
• The NGO Aviation sans Frontières – France (ASF-F), based in Kisangani, has announced the introduction of 
flights to Isiro and to the Bas-Uele district of the Province Orientale, as well as to the Equateur province.  This will 
greatly facilitate access to vulnerable populations in those areas. 
 
Population movements 
Cross-country movements 
• An inter-agency1 mission has been deployed from 04 to 06 October to Mobayi Mbongo, in the Nord-Ubangi 
district of the Equateur province, to assess the situation of Central African nationals who had fled from inter-
communal violence in the Basse Coteaux prefecture of the Central African Republic (CAR).  At the present time, 475 
persons, including 177 children aged under five, are hosted in precarious conditions in the local hospital.  A 
humanitarian response is already underway.  Many items are already on the way to the area, including kitchen sets, 
blankets, and buckets.  A second inter-agency mission has been deployed on 15 October to organise delivery of this 
aid.  Although the areas of origin now appear to be calm, these CAR nationals prefer not to return at the present time.  
On the CAR side, another inter-agency mission led by the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
and the World Food Programme (WFP) is currently in the areas of origin, in order to assess the situation. 
• Over the last two months, expulsions between Angola and the DRC of the other country’s nationals have 
intensified.  Whereas approximately 2,000 people had been expelled from Angola to the DRC between January and 
mid-July, approximately 17,000 have been expelled from mid-July to the present.  An inter-agency mission2 has been 
deployed to the Muanda and Tshela territories of the Bas-Congo province to assess the situation of these expulsees.  
Humanitarians believe that there are two types among them: those who can be called “forced voluntary expulsees”, 
who left following threats, and those who were physically deported to the border.  Those of the second type have 
mostly arrived with little or no belongings, and report that they have been the victims of thefts and extortion during 
their expulsion.  Most of them are small businesspeople, as well as women and children.  Although these expulsees 
have humanitarian needs, the situation is now under control and aid is not currently required. 
• The situation is of greater concern in the Cataractes district, where the expulsion of Angolans from the DRC has 
been recorded.  These expulsees include refugees, which has prompted UNHCR to complain to the Government of 
the DRC about their refoulement, thereby receiving assurances that refoulement will cease.  According to available 
data, between 20,000 and 40,000 Angolans, as of 15 October, were in the process of being expelled through the Kuzi 
and Lufu border posts, located in the Mbanza-Ngungu and Songololo territories respectively.  Although the 
governments of Angola and the DRC have announced the temporary suspension of expulsions, humanitarians 
continue to follow developments very closely, so that they can respond as necessary. 

                                                 
1 MONUC, OCHA, UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO 
2 Caritas, FAO, IOM, OCHA, Red Cross, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO 



• In the Katanga province, UNHCR continues to organise the voluntary return of Congolese refugees from Zambia.  
Two convoys have enabled 1,041 refugees to return to their country this week in Pweto and Moba, in the Tanganyika 
district.  Since the beginning of 2009, 13,371 Congolese nationals have been repatriated from Zambia, thereby 
arriving to the Katanga province. 
• In Sud-Kivu, UNHCR has organised the voluntary repatriation of 136 Rwandan refugees.  The number of 
Rwandan refugees repatriated since the beginning of the year stands at 4,807, which represents an increase of over 
96% compared to the target figure for the year. 
Internally displaced persons 
• During the last two months, approximately 110,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have returned to their 
areas of origin in the Nord-Kivu province.  The figure includes approximately 60,000 who were hosted in camps 
managed by UNHCR and its partners around Goma, including the Mugunga III camp.  In the areas of return, in 
particular in the Masisi and Rutshuru territories, assistance is provided to the entire community through a holistic 
approach, without differentiating between returnees and others, as humanitarians believe that this is the approach 
most conducive to the successful reinsertion of returnees in a tension-free environment.   
• Only 3,338 IDPs currently remain in the Mugunga III camp, as they prefer not to return to their areas of origin. 
 
Humanitarian needs and response 
 
Food security and livelihoods 
• In the Nord-Kivu province, those IDPs who have left the camps around Goma (including Mugunga III) have 
received assistance on their return to their areas of origin, including three-month food rations from WFP, NFIs from 
UNHCR, as well as agricultural tools and inputs from FAO. 
• The WFP, in cooperation with the NGO ZOA, from 13 to 21 October, is carrying out distribution of food for 3,610 
returned refugees from Tanzania, as well as for other vulnerable groups in 13 areas of the Fizi territory (Sud-Kivu). 
• The FAO and WFP, with support from the Government of the Kingdom of Belgium, have launched on 13 October 
a pilot project aimed at increasing agricultural production and facilitating access to markets for farmers in the Kabalo 
territory (Katanga province).  This project will involve 4,000 small farmers, thereby supporting entire communities 
through a community recovery approach. 
• In the Province Orientale, the NGO OXFAM Great Britain (OXFAM-GB) has provided to the provincial authorities 
750 units of vaccines against foot-and-mouth disease (Aphtae epizooticae), which is seriously affecting livestock in 
the Irumu territory.  The FAO also intends to provide related medical supplies during the coming week.  Meanwhile, 
treatment against the disease for infected cows has also started on 12 October in Kasenyi and Tchomia.  It should be 
recalled that this epidemic has already affected 4,000 cows in the Irumu territory, with very serious humanitarian 
consequences on the population. 
Health and nutrition 
• In the Sud-Kivu province, an assessment mission by a team comprising the NGO International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) and the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) on the humanitarian situation in the Fizi district, has 
confirmed the presence of IDPs in Baraka (approximately 430 households), Fizi town (approximately 340 
households), Kazima (no figures), and Sebele (approximately 100 households).  These IDPs have expressed needs 
in terms of food and NFIs, as well as with regard to access to health care and water. 
• In the Katanga province, the cholera outbreak remains a cause for high concern, despite a slight decrease during 
the 40th epidemiological week.  Humanitarians, in support of state structures, have focused their efforts on preventing 
further spread of the disease through the provision of clean water [please see “Water and Sanitation” section]. 
Shelter and non-food items (NFIs) 
• In the Sud-Kivu province, approximately 250 homes have been damaged by a hurricane between 03 and 04 
October in the villages of the Kamanyola area.  The majority of the affected people continue to live in their destroyed 
homes, while others have found shelter with host families locally or elsewhere. 
• In the Sud-Kivu province, the rapid response mechanism (RRM) has enabled humanitarians to effect the 
distribution of 1,519 NFI kits to IDP households in Mule, in the Kalonge area of the Kalehe territory.  An access 
problem however affects the operations, due to the poor conditions of the roads caused by heavy rains. 
Water and sanitation 
Provision of clean water in response to the cholera outbreak in Katanga 
• The United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), the national Red Cross, and the NGO Solidarités have refilled the 
stocks of PURS water-purification materials, thanks to the arrival of 252 cartons (containing 60,480 bags), allowing 
the distribution of clean water. 
• The NGO Solidarités has meanwhile launched a water and sanitation programme, through the creation of a 
water-treatment centre.  A total of 150 m3 of water has been distributed during the 40th epidemiological week, through 
210 water containers.  Solidarités has proceeded with the purification of water on 35 water purification sites managed 
by Médecins du Monde – France (MDM-F).  In addition, the disinfection of households and awareness campaigns are 
also being conducted. 
• The national water company, REGIDESO, has increased water delivery, by increasing the water distribution 
period.  This may however have to be discontinued, because the company has almost exhausted its fuel supplies, to 
an extent that it may be forced to reduce water distribution periods from 14 to eight hours per day. 
• The NGO Manan Uzima has conducted an awareness campaign through local radio channels, accompanied by 
door-to-door visits in order to raise awareness on issues related to hygiene and the use of water. 
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